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| unendurable. How much longer will eredulous fools in
fortunate America refuse to see it as it is?
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THE NATIONAL GUARD.

———

! The war department has committed itself to the re-
{building of the National Guard. This is good news to
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BLESSING OF BOLSHEVISM.

Things are happening fast in Russia now. Bolshev-
ism at last is on the toboggan slide. The things which
leevl-headed crities of the Lenine-Trotsky regime fore-
saw are coming to pass. The ambitious “proletariat die-
tatorship” which hoped to dest'oy all the “capitalistic”
governments is destroying itself.

The Bolshevist armms have been beaten almost
everywhere, time after time, in recent weeks, until they
have hardly another good fight left in them. That is only
a symptom. They are going to pieces because the indus-
trial system behind them is disintegrating,

A dispateh from Geneva the other day announced
that in the last three months hundreds of thousands o

workers have deserted Moscow and Petrograd
ne into the country to become farmers. The ex-
estimated at T0 per cent of the workers. As a re-
hundreds of factories are idle. The workers left
begause they were paid only with worthless paper money
and found life in the cities impossible. They stole an
took with them, whenever they could, raw materials and
manufactured goods from the factories to exchange for
hld ;md livestock,
© The big indust:
money
shevist : _
the final eatastrophe as long as possible, it is said that
drastic measures have been adopted to end the desertions.
The workers who remain in the industrial eenters are ob-
Hﬁd to labor under surveillance. Anyone suspected of
disloyalty is arvested. In some factories the men are kept
vittual prisoners, working within barbed wire fences,
m in barracks and guarded day and night by

which were previously losing
r the ignorant and shiftless Bol-

mercenaries who shoot them if they bry Lo es-)

¢ i
Such are the blessings of Bolshevism! In the country
bedt fitted for it, with the fairest of chances, it proves
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RIPPLIN

By Walt Mason

—_——

HAPPY.

I'm as happy as a pumpkin, I'm happy as a tree, 50
let no grouchy bumpkin attempt to queer my glee. The
sky is blue as thunder, the sun is bright as gold, and all
the Inadscape under is gorgeous to behold, The bee all
blithely bumbles, the bivds sing in the trees, and any man

“who grumbles | size up as a cheese, I'm happy in the|

glgaming, I'm happy at the dawn, I'm happy when I'm
comnbing the dead cats from the lawn; I'm happy when
L ain't, my grins 1 keep repeating, and 'm ag fresh as
t.. I am an ancient chappie, I've reached five score
ten, but I am always happy, so 1 grow young again.
‘W liappy as an oyster, U'm happy as an eel; I dance and
sing and royster, and tell how good I feel. And other
gents who sce me kiek up my howdydo, cut out the tear-
feops streamy, and they are happy too. I'm happy as a
pony, I'm happy as a squash, I say the grief is phoney, and
lwo it to And all the sorehead slouches, and all
e dad-blamed, and all the grumps and grouches

and are ashamed. This life is brisk and sunappy,
h all of its éxpense, and I'm s doggone happy you'd
k T had no sense.
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d|a back seat.

wMiud In the hope of staving off |

large numbers of people who have feared that the Guard
{was destined to disappear through federal hostility or
| neglect.

i There used to be a good deal of criticism of this mil-
\itary organization. But there has been little of it for
the last year or two. When the Guardsmen were put to
the test, they met it as creditably as did the regular
army or the selective service army, In faet there are
those who maintain that the Guardsmen made even bet-
ter soldiers than the others,

But there have been weak spots in the organization, ',
Ijdue to neglect in some of the states; but the weak units of s 1t was resitul
were strengthened by their Mexican experience and by _
special-training to fit them for the European crisis. Thus 1 yaa roit always that Xeit shou
in the end those little, seattered companies and regiments

from all over the country, made a fine homogeneous body

of national troops of whom their country has ample rea-

son to be proud.
' With the experience and traditions gained and with a

Imore generous attitude toward its work, it should be

|vasier in the future for the National Guard to maintain
litself in every state as a fine, effective organization, use-

'ful for state duty and invaluable in national emergencies. |

|If new legislation is needed, it should be promptly sup-
iplied by congress and supplemented by the legislatures
‘uf the various states, in order to insure the most complete

co-operation,

THE MIGHTY DOLLAR.

What Americansg in their materialistic pride used to

f|call the “almighty dollar,” is not yet litera Iy almighty,

even in the restricted realms of finance, but it is almost
that. “Dollar exchange” which means the right of Ameri-
can bankers and merchants to use the dollar as the unit of
value in their foreign dealings, is now almost universal.
The pound and franc and mark and lira and the rest take

The mightiness of the dollar is shown strikingly in
current rates of exchange with various European coun-
tries, ially our late enemies. A dollar used to be ex-
changeable for about four German marks. Now the
mark has sunk so low in value that an American dollar
buys 12.6 marks, and all food and other supplies from the
[United States are sold in Germany on that basis.

It may easily be guessed, from comparative values,
'how much chance German financiers have, and will have
hereafter, in competing with American enterprise any-
lwhere in the world.
|

There should be some limit placed upon read con
tractors when it comes to tearing up the highways ufpun
whieh they have paving jobs. For instance, every foot
of the Pacific highway between Jefferson and Albany
has been plowed up or dug up. It has been cut up by
travel while soft from rain. Now it is baked and hard
end so rough that it is unfit to travel--and there it lies
\with practically no work going on at any seetion of it,
tand fo prospects of it being mnade fit for trgvel for
'months to come. It is characteristic of road contractors
to tear up and plow up everything in sight but the offi-
‘eials of the highway commission gshould seek in some way
'to curb this disposition te disregard the rights and con-
veniences of the public. It such action is not taken there
will not be a rn:u_ll fit to travel in any direction from Salem
{or any other town of impo“tance in the state.

' The Oregonian forecasts the decision of the supreme
‘court. on Wednesday declaring Ben W. Oleott governor
for four years, and insuri the appointment of Sam
Koser secretary of state, This is probably the first time
on record where a decision of a high court was announced
Iin advance, and a few years ago the pnblication of such a
news story would have created a sensation. Now we
presume the court thinks it eminently proper and fit that
the decigsion should be tipped off in advance, which shows
how old notions of vight and propriety have passed away.

' An epidemic of resignations seems to be prevailing in
‘state official cireles but it is believed it will not get bes
| yond control.

|
|

The wisdom of David Harum's proverb seems to have
'been recognized at the Peace conference: “Do unto the
| ther fellow as he would do unto you-—and do it first.”

| Germany pleads for more time. She'll have more
'than she wants, after she signs that treaty,

If war is hell, what is a world's championship auto-
mobile race?

There may be a light vote tomorrow but heavy ma-

ities are promised for
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I's Warming Up!

N

With the coming of warm weather your thoughts naturally turn to
lighter and summer clothes, something that will give you comfort
and serviee at little cost.

A FEW SUGGESTIONS AT BISHOP'S
IDE SILK SHIRTS for the pa'ticular man.

ARROW SILK SHIRTS both in silk and in the so
dress up wear, 8w e

g

ft negligee also for

Faney numbers in MEN'S CAPS that are out of the ordinary for

quality and beauty.

B. V. D. UNION SUTTS in the many different styles, short and long

slecves, knee and ankle length, comes in many different kinds of

materials,

In fact we are complete outfitters for the man and boy, by carrying

a complete line in all the furnishings it means a great convenience to
the busy man.

No matter what your needs—*“We can take care of you right.”

Every Family in Marion and Polk Counties a Patron.

salem Woolen Mills Store
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