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EFFICIENT AND ECONOMICAL GRAM.

The new state labor commissioner, Gram, was of
course elected on pledges of economy and efficiency like
most officials are. B

This is one of the offices that if the consolidation
commission was sincere in its efforts to cut out the use-
less jobs wouldn't last five minutes. The few duties that
it performs which are useful to the state or any citizen
of it might be performed by a clerk of the Industrial
Accident Commission.

But the labor commissioner holds on---probably be-
cause the office provides a number of soft political jobs
for the faithful boys---and there is a scarcity of jobs
in which the duties consist mainly of signing the pay-
yoll, to go around at hest. It is a self-sustaining of-
fice, one in which the fees extorted from the industries
of the state for factory inspection go into a special fund
and may all be spent to pay the salaries and expenses of
administration. It works, in other words, like the prem-
ier graft of our graft-ri(fden gtate, the fish and game
warden job. The last bi-ennium under Lahor Commis-
sioner Hoff the fees amounted to about §40,000, and Com-
missioner Hoff turned some $3,000 over to the state treas-
ury, lacking the nerve to spend it all, and probably pos-
sesging certain conscientious seruples that do not enter
into rhe make-up of his successor.
Mr. Gram now comes forward and asks the ways
and means comittee of the legislature to appropriate
some $17,000 in addition to the fees of his office in order
that he may deport himself with the dignity and regal
tmg’ ppings becoming a full-fledged official of the great
state of Oregon. Among other things Mr. Gram asks for
an apartment in Portland where he may keep two regular
employes on state pay---probably a throne room wit liv-
eried lackeys to wait upon the royal commissioner of
labor of this sovereign state. _

Modest and economical Mr, Gram will not get abel-
ished of course, but he will have hard sledding getting
past the ways and means committee with his request for
a larger budget. The members of that committee are
not in good humor; they are trying to make every dollar
do the work of two, and the 6 per cent limitation law
haunts them in their dreams. They are inclined to think

spending it as he pleases, w
3?.000 gf treasury swag that is so badly needed by other
departments, which have no fee graft to sustain them, and
are compelled to aceount for what they spend.

RIPPLING RHYMES

HAPPY AS A KING.

of death of animal ws shown by the
polt,

FIFTEEN BILLIONS SAVED.

If a penny saved is a penny earned, so is a million
dollars. e American people, then, have just made fif-
teen billions. That is the amount voted back into the
treasury by congress out of the $30,700,000,000 appropriat-
ed last year for war expenses.” It represents a saving
made possible by the cessation of hostilities far earlier

$150 apiece for every man, woman and child in Ameriea.

erican family saved, right off, $750 by the signing of the
armistice last November,

This does not represent the entire savings by any
means, If the war had continued as most of us expect-
ed, until the end of this year, there would have been many
billions more to pay, over and above the appropriations
that are still to be made for winding things up. There is

yrevailed during the prolongation period.
lars per family would hardly cover the

than would have {
One thousand do
total saving.

There has not been much thought of such material
considerations. The rejoicing has bene mostly inspired by
the knowledge that the bloodshed was ended and the boys
in France were destined to come home soon, safe and
sound. Still it gives every one a comfortable feeling to
realize that every family in the land made more than
$1000 without knowing it on November 11, 1918,

It was the courageous fighting of our boys that saved
us that money. Let us not forget it as they come home,

RETURNING STOLEN GOODS.

An inconspicuous four-line news item from Paris
states that a special train from Germany recently arrived
in Brussels with 740,000,000 franes in specie. is gold
had been stolen from Belgium by the Germans during
the war.

There is great satisfaction to every right-minded
man in this return of actual goods earried off by the in-
vaders. When the machinery and farm tools and railroad
rolling stock stolen by the Hun armies are restored to
Belgium and Northern France, and as much as possible
of the art treasures and household * furnishings are
brought back, there will be still further satisfaction,

The Germans must not be allowed to escape the work
of restoration, and they will not be, although there is so
much that never can be restored. By returning piece by
piece the loot they carried off, they may perhaps learn
the shame and humiliation that will turn their minds and
hearts to new ideals of decency and honesty and self-re-
spect,

Representatives Weeks and Hughes, of Marion ecoun-
ty, are seeking to learn the views of their constituents
regarding the inerease of automobile licenses and the
gasoline tax, This is the proper thing to do and if such a
course was always pursued by members of the legisla-
ture there would be fewer mistakes made.

After all this talk about “Versailles”, the peace con-
ference ien’t being held there at all, But then “Versailles”
is easier to say--if you know how-- than “Quai d'Orsay” is
-«if you don’t.

peace league. ;

“Climbing Cheese and Butter Prices Halted By
Milk War,” says a New York newspaper headline, When
hutter and cheese get strong enough to climb, it is time
for war.

8. B, 120, By Swmith (Josophine)
Ampnding bounty lnw relntive to prood

8. B. 138, By Handloy. Regulating
tho use of the initistive and reforendum
in municipalitios othey thea ineorpor
ntod cities and towns, as nuthorized in
seetion — of artiele 4 of the state con-

the further saving involved in lower prices from now on |
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LITTLE TALKS ON THRIFT

By S, W, STRAUS, Prasidal Amsrican Socieiy for Thrift

-

the principality of Teschen.

iNo measure implying ansexation of
all pr part of the said principality ei
ther to the territory of Poland or of
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Joint Roads Committee
Agrees On Half Cent Tax
On Gallon Distillate.

The boys Hoed up at the siate house
in favor of salary grabbing won their
first roungl Monday when the house vot-
od to give J. A. Churchill, stato super-
intendout of schools, an ineresse of
#6000 p year., The bill hud been pug w
originglly nsking that My, Churehill Le
given #4500 but the salary committoo
recommoended $3600, Hik prosent sulary
is #5000 a yeor,

As this was the test aa to whether
the increass salarios of .stute officinls
would be smooth sledding, the big ova-
torienl spell binders of the house go?
behind the Chuehill bill with their
hoavy artillery.

Smith of Boker—the former home of
Mr, Churehill—spoke most emphationl
ly in favor of tho gdditional solary. He
thought $3000 was & mere pittanee,
cluiming that sheephordory out in his
part of the state were being paid from
#1500 to #1800 a yoar.

Hughoes of Marion spoke sgainst tho
rale saying that Mr, Churchill knew
what the position puid when ho ran for
the ofiiee. Guollaghey exme out heavy
for the advanee in sulary bringing in
the ery of eduenting the ehildren. Mrs
Aloxander of The Dalles lined up with
those in faver of voting highor salovies
Looney of Merion counly was the on
ly delegato from Murion wlo fuvored
the luerease in silury, Martin wos ab
sent when the vote was tnken and
Weoks, Hughes sud Spenker Soymour
Jonos voted against the salury raise.
A tox of one cony n gullon on gaso:
line and one-lindf sent o gellon ou di-
tillate was agreod upon last evening at
the joint roads and highwny commit-
teas ot o mocting held last evening,
With their recommondition, the bill
will probably pass and beocme a lnw.
Thore wns sonie opposition o the tax
of one-half eent n gallon on distillete
as this will fall mostly ou futniers, os
peeially in the enstern pavt of the state.
As the omorgency elause in being
toeked on to many bills, mostly to pre:
vent o reforendum if was finnlly ngroed
ufter considerable debate tut the emer
geney should be attaehed to the gaso-
lino bill, With the emergency sbtached
the bill will becomio & law fs soon ns
passed by thoe house and sennte and sign
ed by the governar.

Santn Teresn sailed from Bordeaux Jan
upary 40 and is due to arrive in New
York Februavy 0 with 102 officors and
2093 onlisted men, Tho troops abonrd
cknsit of the Bordesux convalestent de-
tachments on to soven inchigive; 11 to
14 inclusive; 17 and 18 and 65, casual
company 31, Virginin sick and wounded
The traunsport Princess Mutofka, St.
Nauzaire for Newport News, due to nr-
rived Fobruary 11 wit 141 officers and

with n group of easuald

The transport Dante Alighieri, Mar
aoillog for New York, is due Febroary
12 with the Sixty-First regiment const
artillory.

ently
Things that loomed so
seom searcely worth thinking of now.
And things which pussed by us beeayse | the automobile vwners of Marion cowm-
waro were engrossod by solf, are [“hi“g'_ly s bo the ten million dollar bond
their pleee, But we'll all get adjusted issuo, the principn]l end intorest to bhe
after a bit."
Ruth wns so happy in her home life Vile liconse, nnd asscising ond cent per
that sho had not one single rogret sm &iilon onall e

slan

saving money stiffens the will and
brightens the energies.”

One might quote at much greater
length from the sayings and writings
of Roosevelt, but the two statemenis
here given throw tremendous light on
the character of this great Americon
who is now mourned by the nation.

The thrift that Theodore Roosevelt
understood, procticed and tanght wos
not the narrow, selfish kind thut goes
no further then money  hoarding,
Thrift with him meant efficiency and
progress, He knew that the act of
paving money i more heneficial in the
long tun on acoount of the added
strength it gives to the will than be-
cause of the dircet financinl gain, o

Theodore Roosevell was n |_v!t1|ral .
ample of an fron.willed man,  Although

he never knew the personal experiences
of poverty, be hud to fight bravely and
ecourngeously to galn the exalted posi-
tiom he held in the afales of the nation,
Fven the rugged physical health which,
during all his active vears, wus onc of

By Jane Phalpa.
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BRIAN REALIZES THE JOY OF
HELPING OTHERS,

CHAPTER CLIV,
Ruth bad not negleeted her *war
bubies,' nor thejy mothers, since Bri
an's retursi. Now that he was nowely
recovered from his wounds, bhe visited
some of them with her. Ho told of the
bravery of tho hoys **over there"” and
gove them all the comfort he could if
their soldier lusbands wers among
those who nevir would return. He be
oume ns intorested ns fwos Ruth in try
ing to do all he could for the wivey and

them his own Leart was softened, hin
lifis made more unseliish,

Mrs. Cluyborne atil] remaioed in the
south but she sent Ruth all the money
she needad for hor pot churity, Ope
lttlo woman whose haby was dolicute.
and the mother-heart slmost broken he-
causo of the loms of hep husband add-
od to the fear she would not keep her

more resigned.

questioned Ruth ono night as she and

for one of hor war hables’ fother whi
had eome hame terribly muimed.
Yes, and Ruth had it not been for

“We all have lésened o feel differ
this last year or two, Brian.
large before

taske, Finnlly se wnd Brinn came to
the point where there was wy more ‘talk
no moro feeling, even, gbout WHO
oprned the money. It was a eommon
purse, und spent for common needs.

dren o little

unother time he wrote; “The habit of | the United States poversment durine

T heodore his marked charncteristics, was only
Roosevelt had ‘ gained after a hard fight, and the exer-
a deep under-lcise of his

tremendous  will-powes

of | Above everything else Roosevelt
the wvalue of  fighter, mr}“ - or all

ressive crusader for all

: z " Czoeho-Blavokin taken by interested hrift “I| the causes he helieved (
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] p their arme and baggoge the Pulish pris once wrotey | in his statement that “the habit of
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W. D. Ward, Now York, Tribune Building. t.hf.' war dll'ectl}f or m(hl'ectl_v. ThlS $15.000.l]00,000 means (Rigned.) Jeave his chil_ | brightens the energies,”

That Theodore Roosevelt well appre.

his sdministration. No President was
ever responsible for carryving out such
a gigantic thrift progeam, He put a
stop to the annual waste in a vast
amount of waler-power, mines, arable
soil and lumber, he reclaimed millions
of acres of arid land, In constructive
statesmanship these policies stand out
a8 among the most noteworthy nehicve-
ments of the Roosevelt administration,

To gain a just appreciation of the
charucter of Theodore Roosevelt one
must take into accotmnt the tremendons
part that thrift played in his life, He
knew the mental and mornl volues ns
well as the financial ones to the indi-
vidunl, and he was the fest of our
presitlents to take decisive action i
vonservation of nationnl vesonrces. Cir-
cumstances did not mike it necessary
for him to go through the penny.sovine
period of life common with, mony illns-
trious Amerieant, bt he wos nevertlies
less o theifte man, whose success wna
fonnded on the rxiom that sturog
will s the Inevituble outgrowth ol
Ihrift hubits,

JEWELRY AUCTION

Begiuning  tomorrow, balaneo  of
Pomeroy & Wallnce stoek. Everything
govs at your own priec. 125 N. Com-
mereial St., Salem,

licked, snd of the part the splendid
Auierioany, Conadisns and the others
had played in the result, His innbilisy
to g0 himselt bevnuse of his lumenvss,
had been a vory resl and bitter trimd
And ho often told Brign thut it was like
being in the Light himself to listen Yo
his (Brinn's) graphie dessriptions.

In all big talk Brinn elimionted hi-
self, his own part in the steagglo. He
wis not alone in this; it wie o traig
common to the men who had returned,
Privates as woll ag officors belittled
theip own parts in the grest droma
while they gave sll praise to their bud-
ties”’'—tp the other fellow—no metker

!:uhies of to men who were lying i!fll.w!'M Als nationality, so long ag e wua
Flanders Field. And iu ministering ty

ong of the allies, and fighting for the
BAIIO CAUSC,

Finally Kenyon yielded {0 Brisn’s
urging sdd took twe rooms adjoining
those Rath hed fitted wp for Brian,
While not exuctly a.partoeralip, they
would be ahle to work together, in m
measure, to the sdvantuage of both.
Kenyou's office was very siuply fus

nighed. but he lad asked Ruth's ade

child, ghe told Ruth to send somth gy, ¥ice in seléeting his rugs and chuirs, so
on the old plantation wlere Ruth hud|tbat they Would, in a way, not be tes
spont her own ehildood duys the buby|differont from Brian’s when the dooxs
grow stronger snd the young mother|™ere opened botwoen. She gladly assust-

ed him, sad the result fully proved ber

Clen 't it wondorful what a }“.;1, ol tuste, oven when she wag very limited
oncaself to try to make others hup]\\‘?"."" to money.

A law fiem with an lutetior docos-

Brinn sat plamning whint thoy eould dg!Mtor ne a side partner;’’ Brign sad

Innghingly as he kissod hor.
Pomarrow-—Ars. Clayborno Plans to
Holp Buth's ** War Babies, '’
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WANTS 70 HEAR FROM AUTOISTS

Am desirous to lesrn the attitude of

riised Ly dovhilng tho present autome-

line and distillate used

ok ok ok ook kk %k ok o %k R|viewers must be read by the eounty|3 N5 cnlisted men. ber heart. Bhe worked faithfully durine [In tie storg, Kind'y addréss me a emd
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