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VALUE OF THE PRESIDENT’S TRIP.

There has been much criticism of President Wilson's
trip to Europe. Many persons profess to believe that the
trip was undertaken mainly for junketing purposes and
the notoriety that would attend it. .
These views are narrow and ascribes to the president
a littleness that no man capable of being a creditable chiel
execeutive of the nation would exhibit in any circum-
stances. In this particular case the president, being =
ready world-famous because of the part he has ﬁlayec:
in. the war, could hope for no added distinetion or honor.
More and more the necessity for his trip abread i3
being recognized. The American and European views of
war and treaties differ from ours, just as our
ideas ant{ standards in many other things differ. The
United States entered the war for the maintenance and
establishment of certain principles throughout the world
—tersely stated by the president, to make the world safe
{ moeracy. :
0 drl?h)w m the war is won we want a just and lasting
that will be fair even to the conquered enemy. To
gonsistent and honorable our position must be main-
tained and recognized by the world, so that our brave boys
ha.died in battle and camp will not have spilled their

A\
in.vain,

bloodm Wilson is a great diplomat. He has shown
that from the time he first entered public life, and as gov-
ernor of New Jersey hent a hoss-ridden legislature to his
own will with no weapon but that of personal persuasion.
Time and again congress has followed his instructions
without being clubbed into subpission after the Roose-
veltian method.

Alveady the correspondents tell us that th
of France and other notables of Europe are in camplete
accord with the Wilson view, and that there is accumulat-
ing evidence that harmony will prevail around the
peace table. If Mr. Wilson only prevents a disgraceful
squabble among the victors over the spoils of war his
trip will not have heen in vain. L

It is natural that there should be great receptions
tendered the chief exeeutive of this country, :\md that
there will be pomp and ceremony and display. 1 he gl_‘atu-
ful people aeross the ocean would he greviously tils:tp—
pointed were these evidences of honor and affeetion pro-
hibited: as Americans, citizens of the youngest of the
great powers of the world, we ought to feel a persunz.x!
gratification in these pleasant ceremonies. Europe is
seeking to show its regard for our country when it honors
our president as no erowned ruler was ever honored in

all the history of the past.
IT WAS A PITIABLE SIGHT.

d to this coun-

at the president

Admiral Beatty, who has just returne

MES

By:Walt Mason

AT LAST.

S0 long we sighed for “peace on aerth”, the kind that
Ghristmas%rings, but could not get a nickel’s worth, be-
“canse of batty kings; for four long years they tried, the
to foree their kultur down our throats; they sprung

heir mines and murder boats, and other deadly things.
“Good will to men” was out of date, all over sea and land;
and in its place we had the hate that bore a German
brand; the world was full of battle smoke, of blood and
wounds and maddened folk, and men forgot to laugh and
~ joke, and kindliness was canned. Now comes the time of
- peace on earth, the clouds are blown away; so let us, with

: mirth, observe the Christmas Day; for He
we celebrate has brought us triumph over hate
ed ‘who once were great, and torn them
yugh sorrow grimly plants its stakes,
joy cometh when the morning
‘write; this is the morn of
and their erimes, so let

{appointed in his courage. In this case there were not two

out a world’s t.
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try says the surrender of the German high fleet was a
pitiful thing—and it was. Contrast it with the action of
the decrepit old Spanish squadron of Cuba, whuse com-
mander bravely refused to strike his flag, but preferred
to see his vessels sink with the Spanish ensign still fly-
ing. The allied commanders expected the German fleet
to make a dash for the open seas when the hour of na-
tional collapse came, and as naval men they were disap-
pointed in that an enemy who fights to the last in the face
of hopeless disaster is always respected by his conquerors.

The action of the Germans made futile the protest of
Admiral Von Reuter, against the striking of his flag dur-

reeer

ing the ceremony of the surrender, At that time the ad-|

miral said:

“I esteem it unjustifiable, and contrary to internation-
al custom,” he says, “to order the striking of flags on Ger-
man ships. Moreover, in my opinion, the order to strike
the flag was not in keeping with the idea of chivalry be-
tween two honorable opponents.”

The protest was unheeded hecause the feeling of a
soldier or a sailor who prefers surrender to a finish fight
gets scant consideration at the hands of men who are dis- |

1

honorable opponents, and that is why the German flagI
had to come down,
As Admiral Beatty says, it was a pitiable sight.

INDEMNITIES OF WAR.

To Americans, that $120,000,000,000 which Lloyd-
George says the allies will demand of Germany is of little
more than academie interest. We are not directly coneern-
ed with it because we expect no share of it, save perhaps
the few millions necessary to cover the cost of American
lives and property illegally destroyed by German sub-
marines.

Our allies frankly announce their intention, or at
least their desire, to make Germany pay the “whole cost
of the war.” We cannot blame them for that. They
were the innoeent vietims of the great German military
conspiracy. They suffered incomparably more than we.
They are the best judges of the matter.

The expense of settling our own quarrel with Ger-
many is estimated at about $20,000,000,000, It will amount
to more in the end, no doubt, but that sum will cover the
direct and immeidate cost of the job. There is no expec-
tation that our peace delegates will demand that sum,
orany part of it, as a compensatory indemnity. Our gov-
ernment expressly diselaimed and renounced the hope of
indemnity when we entered the war, and the public has
acquiesced. We regard the $20,000,000,000 as partly a
philanthrepie contribution to mankind, and partly as in-
surance against any German peril that otherwise would
have menaced our future,

As for Great Britain, France, Belgium and the other
victims of German perfidy and violence, the American
view ig that they deserve all the damages they ean collect
without absolutely destroying Germany or harming them-
selves in the process. The most they can possibly obtain
will not be as much as they ought to have,

After all, most of us are Americans in this country
when the final test comes, regardless of raecial descent
or religious creed. For instance there have heen times
when Mormonism has been denounced as a menace to our|
nation, and yet Brigadier General R. W. Young, a grand-|
son of Brigham Young, returns home with a splendid!
record of heroie achievements on the battlefields of
France. The man who is ready to face bullets and bayo-
nets to uphold the honor of his eountry is entitled to the
right to worship God after the dictates of his own con-
science, because that is one of the things democracy
stands for.

The Red Cross Christmas roll call is falling down in
Oregon. The people generally are not responding to the
very reasondble call of a dollar apiece for the completion
of the war work of this great organization. The man-
agers of the campaign are disappointed---every friend of
humanity is disappointed---that the response has not been |
more spontaneous. It is up to the individual conscience
now--have you done your duty? Have you renewed
your membership in the Red Cross and invested one dol-
lar in the greatest work for humanity ever undertaken
since the world begun?

The Commercial elub will eleet officers shortly after
the beginning of the year, and care should be taken to
select men who will give the proper time and attention to
the work. The coming year should be one of real pro-
gress for Salem and the Commercial ¢lub should be made
more of a factor in our growth and civic advaneement
than ever before. There are big things ahead for the
Capital City if our people are but awake to their oppor-
tunities,

Portland is banP

uetting and making a hero of Col-
onel Disque, head of the spruce fisaco in Oregon. The
aireraft board was the one around which most of the
seandal pertaining to war operations centered, and the
spruce organization in the Northwest was a joke among
real lumbermen. But Colonel Disque made his headquar-
ters at Portland and spent money like a regular Coal Oil
Johnny---and naturally Portland owes him a banquet.

e —

CHAPTER CXVI,
Buth was glad of the intercuption,

and hurried Brian out to the tuble

[en her, Raghe
supper.

WAren't you going to have some
too?'" Brian sasked, his mouth full. |
| “No—dear—I'm not & bit Lungry
I had my dinner rather late.!?

“Well, I hod mine enrly, nnd n good
long toog but I am as ]umgr_\' g a bear.
I wish T epuld be sure of someone Jike
lBaehel to cook my meals for me for
the next fow months T cxpoot it will be
some change, all right. But what’s the|
odds? Nothing counts but just one
thing! und that is lieking the Gormans
to u standstill,. And we'l) dg gt too,
Ruth, you see if we don't] Give me ano-
ther pup of coffee, please. Rachel makes
dandy coffee. My, I must hurryl™ Heo
had again lopked at his wateh,

Ruth left the room o moment to wipe
her dyes, anid choke buck the sobs ris-
tug in bor thront. When she returnod
Bring said:

“Ploasy put that picture of vourself
in my bag, Bath. The ene you had
tiaken before we were married, Give me
ot of the latier ones too; but you
know I always thought that a perfect
picture of you. I don't beliove noyone
of the boys will have o handsomer wife
to show.”?

“Dop you REALLY want to take my
piature, Brian?'' she tried to sponk eare
lossly, but failed. Her volee was tense,
and rather hard, ‘I did not think you
woild care t, take it.*?

“Not enre to take it!'' a noto of
wondey in his voice, ** Why shouid you
say that?! Thero's nothing else I care
# whoop about taking, but that.'

Now Ruth's tears DID fall. She rush-
od from the room, while she wrapped
thie picturey Brinn wanted, she again
oxoreised hor self control to the extent
thut, when he cnme jn, he did uot notiee
that, for just o momeni or two, her om
otion hoad gripped ber, Hmd he known
thut it had beeg all she could @ to
keep from screaming, he would have
hoen utterly at o lows to account for
sugh extrome féeling on her part.

His sopper finisted, ho came in to
faston his bags. That done, he looked
nt his wateh for the third time.

S Well, T must be off, Ruth,** he said
denwing her ingg lis nrme. ‘B good
to yourself, dear, If I didn't know
what & fine little business womusn you
wero 1 should feel guilty to leave you.
But you are worth two of me when it
comes ty making money, so 1 know you
will not snifer.’’

Y Money isu't overyiling, Brian, I
shgll be vory lonely.'” She spoko from
the shelter of lis nrms.

“UY¥os—hut Lnve youp aunt up, Now
that 1 shull be away, she will enjoy her-
solf better,, The old dame never hns
forgivon mo for marrying you. L don’t
bl ler for that, but she will be glad;
to have mo wway. '’

1 don't waut ler or anybody! 1
witly wantl vou,"" Ruth had given way
at Inst, Her body shook with sobs and
har tears foll withont thought of stay-
ing them.

CRet dear,
nnid with my belt hung with Hun senlpa

hope.”* Brinn tried to joke, but his
pwhn voeies gounded full of tenrs. And
e wrapped his  armd  more closely
ubont Ruth.

ViBut  mnybe
1.1'!1“", a

“li, yos I shall, A bad cgg, you
lnow, and also only the good dic young.
Anl whatever T have been famed for,
it nover hiw boon gooldness. So  don't
orller widow's wesds cxpeeting any
ehanee to wear them. [ only Bope I may
tlo whit it 18 up to me Lo do,"" hik voieo
suddenly grown grave, ‘“‘and then it
doosn 't really make any  ditference
whnt happous, doos it?

1 wuppose not—but it s hard,
Beinn, nwiully hard. Harder than you
know,'" she reiterntod.

Y in—it is wlwnys casier tp be tlie
ane to g0, then: ““but elwer up, Ruth,
Wo'll have those Huns lieked before
yon know it. I must go mow. 1711 ran
out nud say good bye to Rachel and
bl lior fo thke good eare of you; altho
thore's no reason for it ne she almoat
worships vou. Bhe isu't the enly one
elthor.""

Bomewny, that laxt sontenge warm-
el Ruth's heart; and when he echno
bock she had put all thought of the
pyoriend telephone conversation from
hor mind, and was only absorbed in
duty of sonding Brinn away with o
wiile—which she managed to do, altho
it wus an offort.

1T write every chanee T get,'
had said.

SO send yor o lother every steam-
or, "t she repliod.

“I'ft be watehing for them. Good:
byve darling!’ ‘and he was gone. ¥Nor
n long time she sat by the window,
whore she had watehed him go down the
streat, with long, swinging stride. She
wondered easunlly if she wouldn’t have
folt kappier if ke had planned for her
n little. Of couse it way nice to be thot
eapablo, bub—

I shnll eome buek soom

you  won't — come

he

(Monday—Ruth Asks Her Aunt Ta
Visit Her.)

A heavy freshot in the Cowlitz river
this week swopt many million foot of
fogn nud timbor past the booms ar Kel-
o,

—

Lowis connty i planning a struciure
ut Chehalis for seldiers and sallors to

wherg in the ineredibly short time giv-|
1 had‘munsged s tasiy|

IREASE N ORECON
T T

Increases Also.

When the made
tholr assessments of property this yoear
for tnxation there were 1,510,833 she ep

I g in the stute, which were go-
L $13400,014, secording to re
legl by the state tax eom-
g 1s mn inercass over last
year, when the number of sheop and
gonty reached $1,416,112 and were as-
sessod at &5,7207,100,

Hogs nssessed this year number 127,
40, with an assessed value of $1,117,-
612, while a yonr ago the total num-
ber was 100,877, with an assessod value
of S6TH.641.

There were
agsossod ot 21707147 this yeur, as
ngninst 625,004 pascssod at $10,2668,525
Inst year.

This year's reports show 10,002,307
teres of thlable land assresed ny 2230,
415,1658; §,240515 neres of tunber lands
asgessad gt #68 301,617: Smprovements
on deeded lands asessed ot §87,145,467
town and eity lots nssessed nt $218,-
G53,603; improvements on town and
city lots, #90,805,134; merchrndise and
stocks, $4H.804,085; money, notes and
necounts $EL551,540,

counly assessors

B TH
Purts
mission.

THE LARGE MINORITY IN sz
LEGISLATURE

(LaGrande Daily Observer)

Seymour Jones of Marion county has
been ehosen speakor of the next louse
of ropresentatives, That is, e hns been
so considered by a majority of the mem-
bers of the house and therefore he will
be spenker, He defeated Denton Bur-
diek of Enstern Oregon, and the whole
logislative bunch  from ocast of the
mountaing is left in the minority for
the next sossion, Sometimes this is fat-
al to legislation for n strong minority
will olnsh with the majority until there
is nothing to the session but ¢lash, This
year it is not believed such a condition

veory large and healthy. Tt is thought
that Speakor Jones will show hig np
procintion of the entire state to a point
where T will at least give suitalile rec-
‘ognition lp the boys from east of the
malttains though they did not suppwt
him for spenker.

The BEvening Observer mentions this
now to impross npon any one who sy
have influence with any member of the
next leglelature to urge harmony und
single purpose of the body. There is

B60.8T6 head of enttte

will follow; even though the minority 1s'
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LAOR CONMSONE
CES HS EPORT T
STTE LECSLATURE

Child Labir Is Increasing—
Mrs. Trumbull Advises
Stricter Lagislation.

Farm and labor econditions, n resume
:1-1’ shipbuilding conditions, wages being
paid in varions industrics and orafts
housing conditions for Jopanese snd
Chinose in Portland, rocommendations
of labor unions for legislation, the
ehild Iabor situation, and mhny othet
related subjects are treated by 0. P,
Haoff, lubor commissioner, in his hiew
ninl report to te legisluture,

| Products turned oug by the 1049 i
dustrinl plants which made reports te
the Iabor bureau for 1017 and 1018
wiere valued at $62,231,237, tho repord
shows, wlieh I8 & very materia] ine
ereasy over the proceding bienniwm.

i Wago Scales,

The report shows that following wage
senles in vavioug Oregon [ndustries,

Agriewlturo—From $#80 to $75
month gud bonrd; harvest hands, from
£3 to $4 a day and board; skillod help,
from $5 tp 86 a day and board.
| Mining and quarrving—From $3.54
to $5.26 per eight hour day,

Muonfacturing—From 48 tp 45 o duy,

Construetion—From §3.50 to $5 a day
for laborers, §8 for enrpenters, aud othe
er skilled mochanies roceiving wages
based on this sehedule,

Trunsportation and public niilitios—
Commay Inbor, from $3 (4 3,50 per
10-honr day; meehanies, from $§4 to
$7.47; carpenters from #5 up,

Trade—From $6 to #7 por eight hour
day.

Included in the veport is a depurte
mental repart from Mrs, Millie R, Trm
bull, seeretary of the burenu of inapee-
tion of child labor. Bhe says that chid
Intor, incrensing on account of war cone
ditions, lias Decome n serious problem
for the state. She says:

YThere are many dangers confromt
ing the stnto as o rosult of the intru-
sion into industrinl life of this anong
of -child workers due in large meosure
to the exaggerated idea givon the youth
ag to Wis plaece in the world, He is
given n muu’s place ut a mun's wagoes
with but a youth's judgment to maine
taln the balanee.

Dolinquency Increnses

Y Delinguoney is incveasing; extrava-
gant oxpenditure of high wiges is cre-
ating irresponsible liabits; pareninl con-

mueh to do and the Willamette vallew L101 ig relaxing, aud is rosolving itself
hoys, although in a big working mn- 1010 & decided monaee,  There have
jority, will find that Bustorn Oregon D002 more runawny hoys than for many
is of somo consequonee and is of great TOOrs. They are aftracted to tho city
holp if they will but take off the big DY the Teports of high woges and we

odds In favor of the valley and lot the
huneh grass fellows play on an pven
brenk,

MARION COUNTY THIRD
IN'TAXES T0 BE PAID

Apportionmeit Of State Taxes
To Various Counties Made
By Commission,

Marion sounty stands third in the
lig aeconling to the amount of state
tnxes to he paid by the various couns
tles noxt vear. Multnomah comes firnt,
Umatilly second, Marion third * and
Lane fourth,

The apportionment of state tnxes to
the various countics was made by the
stite tox commission toduy., Multno~
mph county will pay $1,092,418, or a
listle more than 30 per cent of the Lo-
tal, Umatilla connty will pay $106,
A10.80, or g little over four mnd one
half per ecent of the total. Marion
tounty will pay $128,1258.60, or neariy
fowr gnd ome quarter per eent of the
total,

The totul amount of state tnxes for
wext year is $3,021,408, and the por-
tion for various counties are as fol-
lows:

Benton . 837.906.60

Chiekamas .ivimmns & . Loz ue640
IADD il -~ B4605.20
Columbin i 43,686,80

Desehintes
Howd HRiver . _

28,667.00
28.800.00

eost §200,000,

find an army of youthfu] hoboes travel-
ing the coast from Vanconver soutl—
stopping in cach city enly long enpugh
1o become dissatisliod with its restries
tuns.

“The remedies to be applied are
strieter rogulation through ehild labor
lnws, o highor standard of seliolarship
bofore the ehild e allowesd to leave
Kahool f the parchtn)
reponsibitity ostablished throngh more
froqient proseoutions for parentnl de-
Ungueney on the pnrt of juvonile courk
authorities, and & rovopnition of the
ruinous poliey now boing followed he
many ewmplovers—that of Ii'lliiridliill"
cach other in wages.'’

Recommends Ruling,

The report recommends that the ine
dustrinl welfaro commizsion muke a
rulisg whivh will prohibit night work
for boys up to 18 yenrs old. [t points
out'that many high sehool boys attend-
od m.-lulwl during the day and .\\;nrkml in
the shipyards unti] 12:30 st night.
L *“This double duty,' says the report,

may not be hard oy 8 prown man—
?ll.huugh thero are but fow who enrry
it—bnt for the growing hoy, not yo
throngh the adoleseent neriod, it is Tt
tle short of suleide, Night work is
hard enough for adults—it §s ruineus
for ehildren aud should be stopped if
we have any thought for thelr future
health and working power, Some par-
ents seem to have done money

a \leopoy Sonp

and children are being mrriﬂc:d to
the gpportunity whieh the wiur industry

hns brought,

““In the interest of this de
L rtment
in its work of proteotion of tll:: work-
ing child, wo ask sn advance of the
sch;r-)l qualifieation to the sighth
under the age of 16, before a child i
eligible for a permit.’ —

e e . 15,714.40
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