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WHY PRICES ADVANCE

'a bad change either.
Prices have advanced since the wur simply because wWar |onoer men ‘;.-nr:u gh

creates an increased demand for goods, produets and) ;
labor, and at the same time decresses the production of
peds, leasens products and makes labor scarcer. The
rat two because of the latter. At the same time it causes
an era of specunlation in all manufactured products and
foodstuffs. Recently there is a tendency on the part of
«he people to look to the government to correct prices and
held them within bounds. This on the face of it looks
easy, but a little examination into it shows there are com-
plications and ramifications but liftle suspected by the
good citizen who honestly asks “why don’t the govern-
ment fix it?” This is especially true of manufactured
products, for the element of the cost of the raw materizl,
the cost of labor in producing the same, the increased
cost of labor in the factories, the cost of the little things
entering into the product, like dyes in the woolen goods
buginess for instance, are all part of the problem. Another
feature is the fixing of prices so they will not endanger
production. If they are fixed too low naturally those en-
gaged in the business will quit, ard if fixed too h_lgh,I
nothing has been gained teward the reduction of prices.
Besides the prices of the raw material change often and|
what would be a fair price when it was fixed may become
wholly inadequate within a short time owing to increased
prices of some of the materials used in the product. This
would cause a never-ending changing of prices to make
them fair to producer and consumer alike, and it would
place the middleman in such shape that he would have to|
quit business. The arbitrary lowering of prices just after
he had laid in his stock would be fatal to him. True, the|  7p. time for filing as candidates for affice ended last
prices might be raised, and he lmr:ci‘ﬁttedéhereby. h’::_?"_'night_ at 5 o'clock. Apparently there is no shortage of
the same time the business would be made so uncertain . .pqidates for any of the offices, though there are one or
that it would become a gamble f[.""‘f* and 51?‘}31';" h two that have but one candidate. F. C. Harley, mayor of
ATty there i no way o geing sy from, the Auloriy add o th by of he rie ot govermor
%law of supply low eonsamers.are induced to use more - 1P at the last moment. There are now six entered for
en prices are low consumers-are i < S hat ‘. g :
freely gf whatever it may be, and when they advance the rl}:; nlc‘rl;?icfm the republican ticket and two on the
refraining from the use tends to bhiving the price back to
its normal again. A national consumers' league—could;
such a thing be organized and maintained---would regulate
prices as nothing else could. Through some such organiza-
tion its members eould be prevented buying so long as
prices were above a certain figure, and this would soon
bring them to that figure, or if it was too low would cause
the producer to quit, until prices left him a sufficient

the farm movesent” because of lack of opportunity a
the indoor occupations by the men folk.
might not be all for the bad either.

not accomplish this, all is well

British lines, and that they should give way before such
not thrown against the Teuton hosts, There must be a

point at which this culmination will face the allies, and it
looks as though the time and place were both at hand.

In the leading editorial of the Capital Journal yester-
day, the linotype operator with his mind evidently on the
situation in Holland prefixed the Dutch word “Ya” to a
quotation, and he even spelled the Dutch word wrong.
The quotation was:

“The noblest place for man to die
Is where he dies for man.”

Reports yesterday were to the effect that our boys
were engaged in the great battle raging in Flanders, and
fighting alognside the British.
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profit. The high cost of any article can be reduced by f & = ;
the simple expedient of refusing to buy it, and so the mat- } R l Rh
ter of price control is after all in the hands of the average E lp ln y m e s %
citizen, the great masses who form the big army of con- $
sumers, Until they arve willing to apply this remedy $ by Walt Mason E
prices will continue to be high, at least until ATter the Wik, S e e e e et s 000000001004 44144 00 00040 140440445000 54 40000000

THE ROYAL GOAT
I would not think it too surprising to hear
the kaiser's tried of kaising. The crimes
of all his kultured nation, the sins of all his
generation, and every bloody deed inferna!l
of every general and colonel, are charged

F. C. Harley, mayor of Astoria, has filed his petition
and is a candidate for the republican nomination for gov-
ernor. Harley is a picturesque individual with lots of
hustle and considerable fireworks display in his make up.
He says if the people want a live wire they need look no
further than Astoria. He is willing to do away with
prohibition in its stricter sense and advocates the use of
wine and light drinks but not a return to the days of the
saloon. This being the case, Mr. Harley may be put down
now as an “also ran.” Of course, with so many candi-
dates in the field, if the old guard that stood faithful to
the last for John Barleycorn, united on Harley he might
possibly secure the ndmination. However, if he did, he
could not hope to win at the general election. Oregon
is dry, and went so with the full intention of remaining quite a rabbit

that way.

1} to drive him silly, No other monareh’s so

hated. When he in times of peace was

of serapping Captain Kettle, He tried to
pose as Mars incarnate, and now he pays
and mutters, “darnit!” He may in truth he
» but since he got us in the habit of thinking

we charge to him the misdemeanors of warriors and sub-

Last year war gardens were planted as a matter of marines. Some correspondents say that Billy has long
patriotism. This year there is the additional reason that had feet extremely chilly; he hates to see his men go
if you don’t plant you may not eat. It is just as well to| further with their red carnival of murther. Howe'er that
plant and take no chances on going hungry. If you grow be, the blame he shoulders, and will until he dies and
your own vegetables you will be are of that much no molders. The ery of execration rises, however modestly
matter what happens. he kaises. Before our eyes he’s largely bulkin’, in photo-
graphs, as Mars and Vulean.

The Woman Who Changed

By JANE PHELPS
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LADD & BUSH, Bankers

The Third Liberty Bond Sale is now on. We have
2 Liberty Bond Department in one of our Lohby

seibetess

speced, I had no thought, just thes,! ¢ You, and it would be dasgeroas far
1nf‘ navthing are the asvistanse Merton Holin to » % things to moyt mén*’
would be in holping us decide the sord JEvelya broke in, ‘“but you l.‘i?ﬂ te un-

W._ W Wtockweil, Prepie's Gus Bufidiog | ictonce hut these apply especially to the male specimens
of those handicrafts. Before long we may expect to read
of the meetings and strikes of the chambermaids and the
(family cooks” unions. It is possible that many of those|
|matrons who keep a hired girl or two may be foreed to
do the family eooking and the danghters of the house to
forego the afternoon auto drive for a2 whirl 2t the house-
work and the making of the family heds. It might not be
It would appear that there is no oo
to do the world’s work especially ..
along with its fighting, and that this condition is forcing
women into the places formerly vecupied solely by the /="
men. It may be that men will be forced out of many of
the lighter occupations before long end their places be
taken by women. It may be that there will be a “back to tia.

This change i,

It is a pretty dark outlook on the Flanders front but
military experts are still confident the Germans cannot
break through the British lines, and as long as they do
The Germans have
poured a million and a quarter men in a flood against the

a tremendous assault is easily understood. What is hard-|
er to understand is why every available bit of reserves is

derstansd oven if

{never thoughit either vo

The dispatches did not/|
indicate to what extent they were drawn into the fighting. '+

against the reigning Billy, which is enough "¢,
berated, no other king’s so cussed and ™

kaising, he gave himself much advertising;=
as Lord of War, with fist of metal, a sort|.a

he is bloadshed’s boester, a crowing and a fi ghting rooster, |
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