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SOMEONE PROFITEERING

Mr. Hoover has fixed the price of wheat, but has taken
no steps to control the price of corn. At the same time
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speculator or someone gets in his work and makes what
should be the cheaper product far the dearer. As a mat-
ter of aid in winning the war the price should not count,
for the objgct to be attained is the saving of wheat---not
money. At the same time the shutting off of speculation
and profiiteering on corn products and the making of
them cheaper go a long ways toward making the use
of corn popular. Corn costing $1.25 a bushel is made into
meal costing 65 cents for a ten pound sack, or six and a
half cents a pound. Wheat costing above $2 a bushels is
made into flour costing five cents a pound. Ten pounds
. of wheat flour costs one-fifth as much as a bushe} of
W. J. Kerr, president of the state agricultural college,| wheat. Ten pounds of corn meal costs one-half as much
has made his bluff work and has had his board of regents| a8 & _hu_‘shel ‘_"f corn. The price has much to do with the
i his salary from $7,000 to $8,400 2 year. Some one | 1se of foods for the simple reason that with a great many,
raige his salavy from 57, ' : s | circumstances required the purchage of those foodstuffs
spread the news that Kerr had been offered $9000 a year| ;¢ hich the money will buy the greater quantity. By
fo head the Kansas agricultural college---and this was the| cheapening corn products its subgtitution for those of
signal for the machine to get busy here, State Senator| wheat will be greatly increased. If Mr. Hoover wants ta
Hawley of Palk, secretary of the eollege board, immedi-| dg something of real benefit to the eanse of food conser-
ately launched a movement to petition the board to raise| vation he will fix a price for corn and he will algo eurb
Ker's salary from §7,000 to $9000 and press agents were| the rapacity of these speculating in it, and jack up the
set to work flogding the state papers with laudatory | millers,
notices of Kerr and hiz work. Many of the papers!
printed the editorials and news stories they were|  The dispatches indieate the Germans on the western
furnished and so the movement grew. Of course, when| front are preparing for a supreme effort hefore the full
the proper time came the hoard of regents got down on! force of Ameriea’s troops can be made available, It is
their knees to Kerr-—we infer from the reports sent out-—- also believed by some observers that the prineipal attack
offered to compromise for §8,400---and the little farce at may be made on that portion of the front oceupied by the
the expense of the state was ended, for the time-Being| Amerieans. No doubt the German leaders believe thid
at least. [ | would prove to be the weakest part of the whole line and
There is no question about Kerr's shrewdness as a that the American troops through inexperience would be
politician or machine organizer. Just how much he has/ easily driven back. They will probably know better when
done for the state—except to spend vast sums of money---| the experiment has been tried. At any rate it is probable
is problematical, and opinion differs widely upon that| the fiercest battle of the year will be fought on the west-
point. What he did to Utah is more definitely known. |ern front before Christmas. It is also probable the
But the real peint in the joke is that the board of ad-| Americans will get their first real fighting in this strug-
ministration of the Kansas agricultural college never| gle, Just how many of our boys are in France is known
made any kind of an offer to Kerr; in fact they never only to those in authority, but it would seem there are
even discussed the matter with him at all, more than 300,000 of them, from the many stories of
2 . | their leaving American shores. Whatever their number
TEACH ENGLISH ONLY | they can he depended on to give a good account of them-
selves if attacked, and also to give an account of a goodly
number of the enemy.
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KERR BLUFFS AND THE PEOPLE PAY
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The Oregonian intimates it believes the study of Ger-
man should be continued in the public schools. It at the
same time expresses its belief that other languages should
be taught as well as German,

L]
Only a week until the shortest days of the year, and
the flowers are still blooming out of doors wherever

we are asked to eat corn bread instead of wheat, and the

Undoubtedly this latter statement is correet, granting!
that any language other than English should be taught
in the public schools of the country., Undoubtedly Amer-|

there is the least bit of protection. The steady rain and
warm weather for the time of year, give promise of this
condition remaining until the days begin to grow longer

icans are behind almost all other peoples in learning or
using any language but their own, The Oregonian points!
this out and also notes, what the Capital Journal has/,
+
3
*
3
+
+

and as the old saying goes-colder.
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by Walt Mason
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KNITTING WOMEN
I always liked to talk with girls, both mar-
ried and unwed, for they were quick to note
the pearls of wisdom that I shed. And if I
told an aneedote, full of amusing chaff,
there’d come from every female throat the
gladdest sort of laugh. Anen I'd read a son-
net fine that I had lately writ, and women
liked this stunt of mine po well they'd
throw a fit. But now I tell my yarns in
vain, in vain recite my pomes; the girls
have knitting on the brain, in all our native
homes, They're knitting, knitting, all the
day, and when I spring my spiel, I hear
some busy woman say, “The sock is mostly
ntertain the knitting dames, I quote an epic

called attention to on several occasions, and that is that
those “learning” German in the public schools know little
or nothing about it when they have spent years in its
study.” As a matter of fact in most of the publie schools
where German is taught, the teacher is an American who
does not speak the language correctly. As we do in so
many things, we undertake to ft a square plug into a
round hole even in the teaching of foreign languages.|.

We do not believe any foreign language should be taught|

in the public schools, and one of the reasonsfor that be-

lief is the conditions above stated. r“—-&-"

7, and there is no | &

It has so far proved a waste of money, a
indieation that the syetem will be bettered. The time de-
voted Lo foreign langnages could be put to better purpose
by devoting it to arithmetie and spelling, and especially
the latter. We are becoming a nation of poor spellers, too
many, like the music teacher, spelling' by ear, That the s
present generation eannot begin to compare in the spell-| e :{ %
ing line with the ene that preceded it is a certainty. It|fig é: g‘»'-r.’-;‘f._;:'
used to be that “spelling matches” between schools were| FFgliiey &
featured, and schools prided themselves on their reputa- | uu wes ",
tion in that line. Schools in the country especially, met

in fierce rivalry for the championship, and in consequence| hoal » T4 o
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ROBERT IS ANNOYED AT MES.
BALDWIN,
CHAPTER LXXXII.
Robert camo in whistiing the next

aftornoon, his first question bolng nnent
Dounld " condition,

*““You geenm very gay: something spees
ial happencd?’ 1 askod.

**No, nathing particular. Miss Riggs'
novel is a bundingor. T am sure it will
be a go! Bho says the house I sold hor
has been an fnspiration to her over
finge she bought it, Cratifying isn't i,
capecially as I made 8 good thing out
of it.'*

**The iden of a house being an inspir
ntion! such silly tall,"* I returned,
“YOh, I don't know that it s silly!
people who write are very apt to be af-
Poctod by their sufronndings, It is very
quiot nud soothing down there, Bhe is
some distunee fronl the roadway, and so
does not hear the traffie nojses,”’
Well Ido hope you'll stay at home
now with me. 1 hired o sorse gicl to-
l’u'\'.‘l

CThit’s good! now I hape you will be
able to take a littly rost and recreation.
The rest first, though, you look as if
you needed it,”’

““I suppose T do look fagged out ho-
slide thosa idle friends of yours who
have nothing to do but serawl things
ot paper,’!

“*1 don't know. An author or writor
of any kind, man or woman who fan't
an indefatigable worker. Why, T know
or fourteen hours a day,'"

“Writing  lsn't work; it’s onsy
enongh to sit before o deal and pretend
to by working,'?

“Try it and sce! T happon to be palk-
mg of siteecrsfyl ]l-'-llnlu: men and wom-
o whose enrnings far cxeeed the enrn
ings of ordingry wan, And this is
dommereinl nge, Margarof, Pyople do

not pay for worthless stuff,*’
1 have no  desire to waske my
time,”" I retorted. Then, ** Why didn’t

vou tell me yvou had luncheon with that
Chiengo woman at the Castory®*
“How did you ksow T Ilnnched at
the Castor, and how did syou Know who
it was with mef*!

"“Mrs. Baldwin told me her husband
gaw vou with n bloade woman,'* |
““1 have no reeollgetion: of spenking |
of any blonde Chicage womanp.'' [
I saw that I had made n blunder in
mentioning the woman's coloring, hut
I eould not ndmit it withoot oxposing
my espionage: so I repliod: !
“Don’t vou romember T gaked you
what she Ivoked Tike, and you told me

sho wons blonde,"'

““No, [ do not reenll it: but the £6 |

are many blonde women in New York,

why should vou think It was Miw

Deverouxt’”

“there were spellers in those days.” If all foreign ,ju,-
languages were dropped and along with them some other|
madern fol-de-rols and the time put in on spelling, arith-!
metie and geography, it would prove benefiicial to both|
schools and pupils.

and, interrupting, one exclaims, “Gee whiz! DIve
dropped a stiteh!” 1 tell of springs of aneient lore, from
which I've often drunk, and says the woman by the door,
“This varn's extremely punk.” The idle things of idle
\ times have gone their divers ways; who eares a hoot for
quips or rhymes, in these fierce wartime days? In vain
the tall stuffed prophet stands, with skill to charm the
| birds; the girls have knitting in their hands, and have no
| time for words.

In the twenty-five years ago” column of the Oregonian,
Wedneaday, was this item: “London---There is a gen-|
eral feeling here, especially among lawyers, that the home
secretary should not go out of his way to release Mrs.|
Mayhbrick just ;:ok oblige the United States government.” |« % & & % s & % % % % % % % % station master St Eolib's Chracrs U~
Nothing doing like that over in “dear ol' Lunnon” just|* od the 1id off the ean, dipped two quarts
- . p . | & ; e . 5 -
now. Almost anything to “oblige the United States gov- |« The Daily Novelette oy :r‘;;?.’: s i ekieke
" = . 1 * cns with, wh Hice b d.

ernment,” would be cheerfully conceded now, e AR

FRESH FROM THE COW.

LA 2 1

On the inboumd train the baggage
master and coadugtor romoved the lid,
|lm-h & qaart apleee, thyww in n ehuak
{of loe, an replaced tho Bd.

2k ' ; o { Tho cxpressman who deliversd ihe
-lf Il.T-.u .“ ns  olle II||r-|¢: that Silas MmN “,m..\.{,d the ld on the way, remoy
Wafer like it wan pure milk fresk from' ol two gallong for hin horse, fillod up
sn Bmocsnl eountey sow. But it scomed | the vacaucy with mice eloan water, nnuﬁ
| impossible to got it in the wisked city Toplaced the lidh
{sud gne Wednesdny Wafor had a fine] The first thimg that Bilas Wafes did
idea. was to ssad the neighbors’ allotment

ST go out fo & farm myself and larosnd to theme The ‘next thing was e
make an agreemont widh A cow—I :mauitm!p the milk, The next thing was te
& farmier, to ship me n S0galion ean|forl decidedly worrled, and the next
of milk daily,** be figured. *'1'1l make |thing after thatl was 10 answer a riag
lan warmangement with the neighbors lulnt the bell. 1i wama the relghlors ey
buy all T con't use, nud bu that way | masse, with' Lreoms, elothes props and
1*1} uot onlr have nice fresh milk but ] sthier woapors, whe, sided by the wilk
il be n biossing te the neighborkood '’ |mep whese ordors had boon saspened,

On and after Wednesday, December 26, 1917, our
State Street door and our After-Hour Wicket, No. 5.
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bgood-naturediy. ** Did yon alwo hanol Joo |
Baldwin over the conls;'’

morrow, '’

“Oh, I don't know, but was it;’’
e 1 VL

COWhy didn’t you tell me;. " I asked

ngain, it fsn't pleasant to heve an-
otlier woman tell me whut my husband’
is doing.'” |

Ehe is in big business,
““8he is my friend and thought she

was doing mo s favorn™

CCAN right.'! |
‘“But 1 lst her see very plainly that

1 was not jealous, that I kmew you luv

od me, and would de wothing wrong— |
evenn if you did do thiogs of whivh 1
disapproved. ;

““You two females had a fine time
fiseussing me, din*t you!’' he asked

"I mn so sory for M Baldwin,™|

1 answered, then told him in detail all
she had said about Mr. Baliwin, Ll R R ble p =3
phasizing Lis unfuithfulness apd hep|*F0®e drom 359 table and paced ner
BOTTOW,

AT den't believe he's as had as

that,"" Bob salil, and he seemed to bela ary-buby. If you could realize how
uncomfortable while T talked, ““Womon| usatiractive it makes you, I am sare
ar¢ Apd to exaggerabe,

“But T g suro she didn't! she is|
loing all she can to win him haek. ™
““Petter have been difforent, then

perhaps he wouldu’t have got away '

At dimner Bob remarkod tn the care-|

less manner ho alwars assmoed when he gwonld Rave no reason to ory. !
had somothing disagreeable to fmpart: |

'“T shall kave to go te Chisage to-|
““Oh, Bab! pleasr dom't

Evervthing bappened exnetly as heebsswd him until he tenk refuge up a
B bad planued until, the first morning, the | trée, where he died from thirst,

my oves filled, “*It"
basiness I suppose,*’

s that old l.h'mk}
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writers who work on an average twelve |

|Tiung outy as 1 fipally wiped imy oyes
gol™ aud{*'If you nre through, I

ol
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This Men’s Store

1

Pulsates with the
Christmas Spirit

You'll find it a splendid place to do your Christmas
shopping. Gaily bedecked with the useful things
that go to make a real Christmas store, where prac-

“ tical gift suggestions greet you at every turn.

GIFT 7 5C

NECKWEAR AT

Such variety and such a wealth of color: Ties in
shades and designs to suit most any man’s taste, and
they are here in an almost endless selection at only
Seventy Five Cents,

OTHER NIFTY TIES MARKED AT 50¢
WIDE FLOWING END TIES AT ONLY $1.00

EXTRA SPECIAL GIFT TIES in Holiday Boxes,
assorted patterns, each ererseneeea . 00

0. W. JOHNSON & €0.

UNITED STATES NATIONAL BANK BLDG.

Bob fairly stormed st me. He saldom
dii! so, nad now b effectually driod my
toars by Lis threat %o go out for din-
ner. So ¥ ate my dinses in gilenop, as
did he; then afterward T ear with Den-
ald, while Bob read by kimself in the
library,

“Good night,'” he ssid a5 he clased

the door botwees v, the first words ho
had seid sinee we left the table.

Chamberisin’s Cough Remedy
Thia is not only ome of the best and
nn-most officiont medicines for eo
he eolds amd cronp. bmt s Al plensags

and safe to o, which is importans
whon medicine must be wiven to chil
dren. Maay mothers have given it their
unguaiifiod endorsement,

““It is bosiness, yes, For heaven's
sako, Murguret, stop erving!” and he!

vously baek asd forth, *“T should think '
a woman of your age would be loas of

you wodld stop,**

But T eried all the harder. He had
Fpoken of my age, he had said I was
unattractive, snd—he was guing to
loave me alone for & number of days. |

*If you loved me 3s you shesld 1

“No man loves a fretful, erving,
intaresting wommn very Jong!’’
y finlsh my
dinper; if you mre net T will go ous
und get it somewheére clse. "
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