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“EVERYBODY'S DOING IT”

In an editorial paragraph a few days ago it was stntod[
that the fishermen were gelling salmon at four cents, The
price just now is eight cents but that does not alter the |
comment made on the difference hetween the price paid|
by the jobbers and that finally charged the consumer.
The only difference is that instead of making 275 per)
cent the consumer pays someone 150 per cent more than |
the fisherman gets and this is simply charging all the
traffic will bear. We do not pretend to say who gets this
profit but we do assert that the consumer pays it. In do-
ing so he pays more than the service is worth. The retail
dealer may he held up by the jobber but whether he is or,
not the consumer is charged more for his fish than a fair
profit justifies, However, the fishdealers, and by this we
mean the jobbers as well as all others handling the fish
between the fisherman and the consumer, is not alone in
this grabbing for the dollar, The whole country has gone
mad in its chase for money. There is not an article used
by the people that has not advanced greatly in price.
These increases are alleged to be due to the war, and they
are. The war is made an excuse for adding much more
than the increased price on account of it. We have for|
instance at Butte, Montana, painters who but a short time
ago were working for $4.00 a day and who are now get-
ting $6.50, striking for $8.00. Carpenters working for|
$4.50 in Puget Sound points are demanding $6.00, Seattle
and Portland shipyard workers want a minimum of $6.00,
for eight hours. Laborers on farms and in the woods are|
gerting much more than they received a year or two ago.
We are all acting as though there is no limit to what
business can pay for labor, and as though there was no|
limit to what the consumer can pay for everything he|
eats, drinks, wears or sleeps on or under. Farmers who|
a short time ago looked upon dollar wheat as about all|
that could be desired, now object to from $1.70 to $2.20 a
bushel. So it goes down the whole line. No, the fisher-
men and dealers arve far from being alone in the charging
of exorbitant prices. In the language of the song recently
popular: “Everybody’s doing it.” |

\

The state highway commission is rushing the work of
paving on the Siskiyon mountain section of the Pacific
highway. Night and day erews are laying the “hot stuff
and it is hoped to finish the work before the heavy rains
set in. Just what the big idea is with the commission does
not appear to the ordinary mortal who can hardly see the
value of a paved road which cannot be reached in the
winter season from any direction. The Siskiyou pave-
ment will loom white, silent and deserted all next winter
while daring tourists who attempt to travel the Pacific
highway are stuck in the mud all through western Ore-
gon. If the commission were to have work rushed mght
and day on those places where a little rain makes an im-
passable mudhole the result by next winter might be less
spectacular than the paving of Siskiyou mountain but far
more satisfactory and useful to the public at large. 1

A dispatch yesterday stated draft frands have been }

uncovered in Missouri which involve a dozen exemption
officials, A man has been found who confessed to pay-
ing a draft official $250, to be exempted on the ground
of physical disability. It seems no calling trade pursuit
or occupation is free from the dirty American grafter,
In this particular case, the receiver of coin who accepted
it as a salve for violated oaths of office, should be im-|
prisoned for life,

Germany takes the position that American revelations
as to Count Luxburg make the affair one for Sweden
alone to deal with. In view of further revelations as to|
Sweden’s charge ¢’ affares in Mexico doing Germany’s|
spy work, and the indications that Sweden has secretly|
been practically an ally of Germany, the latter's desire|
to have Sweden alone deal with the matter is easily un-|

derstood. i
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|against Korniloff, and those who aided him.
| Korniloff was just as much a patriot as Kerenesky. He|

’under the circumstances is for Kerensky to forget their|

| in speaking of milling conditions and the fact that wheat

‘erop of wheat to draw from.” This gives the direct lie to

quently the statement must be looked upon as a deliber-
ate attempt to deceive. The American people more than
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you, your tan won't get you anywhere, your freckles will

WILL KILL HIM FOR BEING RIGHT

Situations change rapidly in Russia. General Korni-
loff started a revolution because of a difference of opin-

ion between himself and Premier Kerensky as to the |

character of punishment necessary to enforce discipline,
Kerensky was against capital punishment and harsh
measures, Korniloff wanted capital punishment made
the law again and insisted it was the only measure that
would bring the Russian troops back to a realization of

their duty. Over this difference the two came to blows, |=

so to speak. Korniloff undertook to do the only thing ne|
thought would save the situation. He could not enforce
discipline, and his soldiers drifted away from him forecing
him to a point where he must surrender. Now, Kerensky |
who was against severe punishment insists upon it as|
No douhti

had only the good of Russia at heart. The best course|
differences, restore Korniloff to his command and by his
acts as head of the government show that it is Russia
alone he is working for, and that no mere personal feei-
ings will be permitted to endanger the things he is fight-
ing for. This would do more to unify the country than
any thing he could do. At the same time now that'Korni-
loff has demonstrated he is right as to strict diseipline
being an absolute necessity, Kerensky should also. lay
aside his opinion on that subject and adopt those that
have been proved correct. Now the Russian people are
also demanding Korniloff’s death, thereby indorsing his
position that capital punishment is necessary to enforce
discipline. They would punish him for his breach of
diseipline by inflicting the punishment he demanded.

And Kerensky's turn to face public displeasure may
come next--evidence of his wanning popularity can neo'
longer be overlooked.

The members of the board of advisers who are helping
in food control are making a mistake in undertaking to
deceive the people as to conditions. That they are doing
so is shown in a statement by one of them yesterday, who

was not being delivered as rapidly as it should be, said
among other thngs: “We have an extraordinary large

the government reports and besides is not true. Conse-

any other demand to know the truth about conditions, and
once they know them they can be depended on to do
whatever is necessary under the circumstances, to either
bear or overcome,

Elihu Root speaking on the subject of Russia said
Russia is still a factor in the war and will continue to be
so until the end. He points out that Russia however ap-
parently helpless she is, is compelling the kaiser to keep
a vast army on the Russian frontier, and so long as she
does this she is doing good work for the allies. Should
Russia make peace with Germany it would free an army
of two million according to Mr. Root’s statement that
could be hurled against the British and French on the
western front with results that might be disastrous. So
long as Russia stays in the war that nation is doing a
splendid work, even though it does not fight a battle.

Now it is charged that prohibition is responsible for
the restless condition of labor and the numerous strikes,
The person making the charge says that the closing of
the saloons has caused the laboring man to save his money
until he has become so opulent he is “sassy” and don't
care whether he works or not whereas under the regime
of the saloon he was kept poor and so could not afford to
strike, His necessities compelled him to work. Is it pos-
sible that Booze was after all humanity's best friend, even
though so completely disguised?
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Rippling Rhymes

by Walt Mason

BACK HOME

From mountain and from sea resort the
tourists are returning, and they have
freckles by the quart, and sunburn fiercely
burning. No doubt you gamboled with the
rest, where sylvan torrent gushes, where
little robing build their nest, and sparrows
chase the thrushes, No doubt you're full of
thrilling yarns, that you desire to tell us, of
ocean waves or mountain °taras—which
tales will make us jealous. But have you
brought back nhhing more than rather idle
stories of basking by the briny’s shore, or
'mid the forest’s glories? Have you
brought back a lot ef pep for your employ-
er’s service, or have you still a lagging step, and are you
stale and nervous? Have you brought back new vim and
zeal, from all your rural scouting? Unless you have, I
surely feel, you've had a useless outing. Have you

hrought back a glad desire to quit your lazy nodding, and |y i

labor like a house afire, and set the boss applauding? If
you still hunt the easy chair in which we've oft surveyei

not aid you,
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SERVING THE COLORS

Whether you now belong or later join the
National Armies of your Country---it might be
well to place your financial affairs in the hands
of the United States National Bank. We are
prepared to serve you in distant Training
Camps and at the Front---by accepting and for-
warding remittances by mail-—and otherwise
relieving your mind of business worries,
Tell us of your plans..
Let us tell you of our facilities and services.

COMPLETE---MODERN-~-HELPFUL

A BPY IN CORVALLIS

Tyuth, '

The G.T. was disinelined {0 beliove
that there waneg anything to this com-
munication, It figerdd that gomebody
kil either allowed the numeérous re-
ports of poisoning by Germnn spies to
work on her imagingtion or that she
wus trying to hoax the newspaper.

(Corvallis Tines-Gargtte)
A few wecks ago there was & man

in Corvallis trying to buy, hair to make
switehes, A half a doven women in-
formied this office that he ncted
‘“quecr™ and they thought he was a
Gorman spy, In one house he suceecd-
ed in getting the lady to let him |\ﬂ\'1'|
some of her comhbings for 4 switeh. Inasmuch as the government was ar-
After she hod talked to him awhilo she| Tésting spive right und left on similar
ot ecared and changed hor mind awl| charres, the GOT. tarned the letter ov-
refugsed to let him huve the heir. After|er to the United Btatey district attor-
he had gone, the indident made such|bey and at the same time advertised
an impression on her, that sho took the | for **Truth'® to come forward and
tombings she had so earefully  saved |mbke herself known. The government
atd burned them becnuse this man InuI“"““H'” enough of the letter to send
hondled rhem. At another pluce ho of- |8 secrot gorvice man. here to investi-
fored #20 for a switeh that the lady|gate but the peddlor had gone and the
had: She agreed. Ho wanted to tnke! government is still tryingsto locate
the gpwitel and send it in, She insisted | him.

on huving the cnsh and the deal feil| Believing that nothing is to be gain-

The Daily Novelette
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THE DAILY NOVELETTE,
Grape Gravy,

(Great Inventons Series.)

“Tooby,"" said Goodman Blunk one
evening Iute in 1407, ““why don’t you
squoese the gravy of grapes, and store
it down the eellar in bottles, like our
naighbor, Mistress Middbean Ehe
calls it grapejoice—how appropriate!
It comes from grapes, so she ealls it
grapojuicet '

Firongh.

While these things were going on
the G.T. recoived this mystorious let-
ter:

‘*Editor: Last week there was o
German spy in Corvallis. He was taking

oriders for making switches from ladies|

hair eombings, He stopped while here
with a wealthy German family. They
are (erman sympathizers though out
wardly loyal. But T, the writer, work-
ing in wonother room adjoining, dis-
tinetly heard him telling the lady
where he stayed, and thongh their con-

versation was in German, I understnnd |

every word. They do not know 1 ean
sponk the langusge so were eareless,
He told her the switehes would be im-
pregnated with o lonthsome disoase to
ruin Ameriean womon and their ohil
dren and that it wowd ruin the mind
also. I have not space to tell yon the
frightfal things he said, but to be hrief
it was, he said, the intention of the
Germin government, thru their spies
in this ¢ountry, to ruin the: Awmerisnn
people with awful disease germs in
every coneeivable way, nlso homes and
stock and waterways: He told hor to
pretend great loynlty and “‘to work
the Hed Cross stung and the flag dis-
play."" Then they both langhed—

od by keeping the matter quiet, the
IG-T. after consulting o govermment
mgent, is publishing the Jetter. Wo
don’t believe there is anything to it
but think it is & matter that the pule
lie ought to know about, If it wns
mennt for & joke, it wasn't moch of a
tjone and MO CTroth? js telling the
| truth, she js ns guilty as the peddier or
[ hiw nevomplice in not cotming  thro
with enough information o muke an
mvestigntion effective.

AURORA SCHOOL FAIR,

The Auvrorn annusl schoal industrial
fadr will be held in the store building!
formerly oceupied by Badler & Kraus, !
next dqor to the Observer office, Weil- |
negday, September 19, 1017, (.'u1:|]|vl1!n!|
attendnnte will be there (o receive and
| plnee the exhibits, More than 120 prizes
jare offered for various praduets of the
laboy of pupils, The sehools ineluded in
this school fair distriet are the Aurum,|
White, Union Hill and Meriding, Tt s’
beliovod that exhibits will inelude prae- )
tieally the produets for which ;-runailmml
are offered. In nddition a beautiful lov-
ing oup will be given to the sehool that
first wina Ill." first prize twice—~Obser.
Ver.
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“What would you oxpect her to eall
it—bay rum1’’ snnpped his wife, who
was of an execedingly jonlous nature.

And tho next day she eallod her vight

children, Florigail, Limer, Himpon-
stock, Hammock, Highway, Seabner,
Blunnion and  Trapeze—(eep Marvesl

Voor's ‘' (orious Cognomens of the
Fifteonth Century'’), and set thew to
work picking grapes. As fast as they
picked them. Mistress Blunk squeczed
the gravy out of the ones they hadn 't
enten, ‘and by nightfall she had filled
thirty bottles and stored them in the
cellnr,

Three months later Goodman BRiunk
wuy awakened from the bottom of a
deep sleep by erashes, smashes, blasts
and detonntions, Rushing down into
the unlighted cellar with a lighted
eandle, he saw the bottles of grapejuicn
exploding-one nfter the other all along
the sholf, After his wife had caten a
good brenkfast to give her coumge, she
went down to see what had hecome of
him, earried up his waconseious form
and picked out the picces of glass

Gopdman Blunk thought deeply and
during his convalesconcs, and imme-
dintely afterwards he designed the first
gattling gun.

usband

By JANE PHELPS
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A WAY TO SPEND THE SUMMER

CHAPTER VI,

Life in reality, aud the life
{.lh'mn.‘ 15 very differont, as 1 soon
found out. When we ure very Vg
we put the armor of dreams on s man,
and to us he s a lero. And when
we are engaged or when we are first
married to the one we love our thoughts
are so filled with rose eglored illagions

of .mt]

smoothiy thet I was contemted, Eure
|of Bob's love; and consequently happr.

““Married Ife gertwinly agrees with
|woul’" Elsic exclaimed one day when
|“‘l‘ were lunching together, “I wouldn’t
know you for the same persan. You're
nwfully happy aren’t you *'

“Indecd 1 am. Bob is kindness it-

But usoally our life went on m.\l

He
It easily might be

about those other evenings? had
duid two or three.
three or four, perhups more.
should be unhappy because
seprated,

“Do just as you like; Margaret,’* ho
told me, when we diseussed motlier’s
invitation, ‘‘It wonld be & unice change

Then I
we Wery

concerning thew; that we are apt to self, and as genrerous as ean be. You
forget the common sense things of ln'.'_n.‘k”"“' I never had mueh to spend, Elsie,
which may, of may not, disturb us ge.| ™09 it seems s0 uwiee to have so large

for you, and I should aiso enjoy it—
when I eould get down. ™!
I do not think I was more jonlousiy

tording us we deal with them.

I bad every reason  to -bsliove my
life wonld nlways be u bappy one, ai
wWays run on smoothly., I hnd not mar-
vied for o home, for weulth: but be
csuse I loved my husband., 1 believed
he loved me, Why should T huve any
fears for the future? 2

1 had somewhere read that & man
shrinks from s woman who loves too
much; who ponrs ont her wenlth of
affection upon his altar fires, But I
smiled as I road. I knew it waun't
true, Why didn't T fell Bob dozens of
times onch day how mueh T loved
him? And wasn't he more in love
with me than when he asked me to
marry him? So I pooh-hood the fum-
ous writers pevebology: nad oxegwed
it by thinking she probably had never
marriod.

“You love to have me toll won how
deurly 1 ¢are for yow, den't you
Robert?’ 1 asked that very night as
I flung my arms about s meck,

Why—yes—of course,” ha  had
answered. Put (he lack of warkath in
hix voiee, his unresponsiveness piqued
me, and I weont an:

“You dan'’t say it as if You memnt
it dear. Don't vou love me.n= 1 do
you! Aund don't you want to hear mo

A

0L course T love you, Margarct
But somotimes I have thimgs on mv
mind, and vou must cxense me if T
sorm 4 Bit absont  minded.'” Then,
“of eourse T love you,'" ke repeated,
and kissed me,

an nllowance, and never be asked what
I do with it.—Yet do you know,”" I add-
lul] with a little laugh, '*“T sometimes
l'\'i!i.t Bobh weuld #sk me more about
kow T spend my time, and what 1 do.—
But, he nover does '’

““Dont be a silly! be on vour knees
that vou haven't a stingy, inquisitive
husband. A mun ean be SO disagree-
able if he trios'*

“I know, but sotetimes it seoms as
if he weren't interested. As if what
I did was uwothing to him—sthough of
course I know quite different '’

**Thon why worre! Tuke the goods
the gods provide Margaret, and for-
get to wonder why., . Wo women take
{life, ourselves too serivndy. 1 Inew
{1 do at timos.V
| T couldn’t help Inughing,
1ef dainty b

The idea
irresponsible Elsie taking
therself seriously was oo ridieulous,
| Why she waes the embodiment of enre
{free bappy womanhood. And in spite
;n!‘ being the mothor of three children
;s!u- looked younger than me, though we
were almost of an age.
t As the time drew near for father
tand mothor to go down on Long Island
{Tor the summer, they tried to persunde
{us to tlose our apartment, wnd spend
| the bot months with them, At fiest T
wns inclined to do sp. Bar Bob hap-
pemed to sav that he probably ecould
levie down all buf two or three even-
ings & week: and that he would then
stay at his clul,

I kuew if we went Robert would be
iwizh me¢ more constantly the days end
evenings be came doww. But what

inclined than most young Women, yet
I eouldn’t help wondering with whom
Bob would spend his time the .even-
ings he remained in town—if I left
him.

“We could po down Satorday after
soons and stay over Sunday anyway
couldn 't we?’' I asked after consider
ing it a while.

“Why of eourse!™ he answored
heartily. “*We could metor down in
the roadster about noon on Saturday,
sometimes Friday night and  come
back Sunday night or early Monday
woruing. '’

That setticd it. Mueh to mother's
disappointment T told her we would
keap our apartment opes, but wounld
spend our week ends with her,

““T hoped you would just come snd
siay, '’ she returned, ber face plainly
showing her sarrow st being able te
convinee me that Pob would eome
down memrly svery night if I were
there, Pather, too, didn't secm quite
uble to understand #l; but as soom ms
it woe sottled I felt sure that I kad
done right, that 1 woeald be much hap-
pier not to be sepamsted from Beb
even for o sight, I also judged hé Telt
ts 178id though he had lefi sll the ar
mngements to me

“When it comes real kot vou'll he
pinid enongh 1o stay with us,”’ father
remarkod whenm I explained our planm
to him. ““And domn't stick too close
to Bobert. No matter how much he
loves you, be might Iike to miss you
ocensionally,'?
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