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WOODEN VERSUS STEEL SHIPS

Now General Goethals concludes the steel ship costing
more than twice as much as the wooden one, is better for
the German submarine harvest thon the latter. We have
a profound regard for General Goethals’ opinion, but re-
serve the right to think he is wrong in this case. What is
needed is an abundance of ships that can be built most
quickly and most cheaply. They are built for the express
purpose of running the most dingerous blockade ever
established, with the chances largely in favor of their not
making more than a few round tiips on an average. To
meet the demand requires the ships that can traverse
the Atlantie at the earliest date, The wooden ship ean
do this. Then as to cost, it would require the sinking of
double the number of wooden ships to cause the same
damage. However General Goethals has charge of the
work and what he says, goes. Az he says perhaps only
about 100 wooden ships will be built, it will still fall to the
Northwest to build these. Howcver this need not dis-
courage Oregon ship builders, for the demand for ships
by others than the United States government, is such that
every ship that can be turned off the ways will be taken
as quickly as she can be fitted out. This is not only true
&8 to the present, but after the war there will be an im-
mense demand for ships of any kind to do the world’s car-
rying. The great tonnage destroyed will not only have
to be replaced, but the world’s merchant marine will have
to be largely increased, to aid in rebuilding the devasted
war section, It will take five, and possibly ten years
after the war ends to bring the complement of ships to
normal, and reduce freight rates to a standard that will
permit the world to do business again on a normal basis.

Colonel Joah, of Seattle is so patriotie that not long ago
he eaused the arrest of a young man for an alleged libel
of George Washington. The jury trying the offender
found him guilty. One would think that with this ex-
ample before him the doughty colonel would have used at
least common diseretion in speaking of the present pres-
ident. However, according to the news dispatches he
made a bitter verbal attack on President Wilson a few
days ago in the shop of an old man, a republican but good
enough Ameriean to accept the man selected by the peo-
ple as his president as well as of those whe voted for him.
When Col. Joab gave vent to his feelings about Wilson
the old man expressed his opinion ahout the Colonel, by
landing on the Colonel's nose with an indignant fist to
such purpose that the Colonel was forced to wear it in a
sling, so to speak, for several days. “It makes a great
deal of difference with some people as to who does the
talking.”

Spain will in all prebability be the next to turn against
the Prussian system. She has demanded an explanation
of the sinking of one of her ships: reparation for it, and
a guarantee that hereafter her ships will not be attacked
by submarines. Unless she is much more powerful than
the United States, or has more “pull,” she will not get
the guaranty asked. Prussian ruihlessness that spaves
nothing will make no exception in favor of Spain. So it is
up to the Dons to either take it buck and say they never
said it, or join the balance of the civilized world in remov-
ing the world menace.

Just when General Pershing and his division of about
40,000 men will sail, or how or where from is not known
and probably will be kept secret until the army is in
France. It is the part of wisdom not to let the undersea
bua(ics know of the troops’ movements, until after they are
made,

Apparently the number of vietims of the undersea
boats is decreasing France reporis that while some 950
vessels entered her ports and nearly the same number de-
parted, there were but six torpedoed. This would make
the loss of all vessels making the round trip, about one-
third of one per cent. The loss of one ship out of 200 ean
be borne without much worrying.
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war. It may be she will not be able to start a vigorous
offensive at once, but so long as she stays with the allies
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