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‘PEAK LOADS”

FARM LABOR AND

and dear not on ac-
conditoins sur-

hornis

Farm labor is becoming scarce
gcount of the employment itself, but
It ceases to attract the industrious man who

of

rounding it.
wants steady work, because there are two “peak load”
seasons. when labor is in demand and the laborer B
worked harder and longer hours than at any other occu-
pation. One of these seasons is the spring when planting
i to be done. and the other the late summer and fall when
the harvesting is on. Wages at these times are l';ml_r
good and there is plenty of work. When the harvest 18
l there is a slack period in which there is not work
for all and the wage goes down, This is peculiarly so of
those seetions where one crop is relied on as the main
one, The great wheat sections demand nomadic labor,
for they especially are subject to “peak loads.” Here in|
Oregon with our diversified farming, ‘the trouble is not|
so great, for the work lasts longer. Commencing in the
spring the berries give abundant employment followed by
hay and grain harvests and then hops, prunes, and the
orchards. Still, with these advantages, there is a long
season even on the Ovegon farms, when labor must per-|
force be idle, and work for small wages. These things
paturally drive labor away from the f.:‘.rm.‘aml_ into the
cities. and once it finds employment there it will not go
back to the farm unless almost compelled to do so, or an
extra wage persuades. This is really one of the most|
serious phases of farm life, and it is one for which there
ceems no remedy. Diversified farming will help some, but
at the best there are times when there is nothing to justi-
fv the farmer in employing labor. He will be a true p'le
anthrophist who finds a practical solution of the problem.

over,

Our French visitors have surely been shown every
consideration, by their hosts. At {‘hi‘(-;tm; a big five was
staged only a few blocks from the hall where a veception
was held cn their account and they were given a demon-
stration of the efficiency of the Chicago fire dep .
one of the best in the world. Then, Monday night, just
while they were taking dinner in theiy Pullman, a broken
rail gave them the experience of a veal train w reck with a
train travelling forty miles an hour. lhey were u_ls:.
shown the perfection of the steel passenger car W hich
<tood for all the shaking up unharmed and brought them
tl‘u'nuqh without a serateh. It is likely this was the mos!
startling of their experiences, but it is one they will not
“Mavbe it was just a bit of shrewd advertising by
\ h what could be done
nd in France

E‘i.'i'ji"."'.. A i
the car builders to show the Frenc ;
with the steel cars, and so build up a dema
for them when the war is over.

AW arniug comes from the :.t.L'_'i.-’.'\‘lllll';‘i‘il!l r_'u’H‘!"m' n..'
Michigan against planting too many potatoes, il.u'_n[_.
ficials of the college are afraid there will be over produc-
{ion. and vet potatoes ave the best substitute for bread,

and they can be shipped to the armies of the allies justi v

the same as wheat. The evaporated spud ig an ideal
produet for this purpose, containing plenty of sustenance
in small bulk, and 1t ce _

preciated and enjoyed by the men in the '.,w-l]f;ht':-:‘_; as well
as the civilian population. There 1is little likelihood of
there being too large a crop, but s-'hn_n‘ll'.llﬂln_zn-_ he an ex-
cess it ean be used profitably by turming it imto ]u.l-l_& and
there is no danger of there being an over supply of that.

With average conditions the United States this year
should grow the greatest potato erop in its history. While
some of the agricultural sharps ire expressing fears of
over production, they are being frightened needlessly.
The potatoes will all be used, and will all be needed, If the
war should end this year they will be needed all the more
for it will be up to us to help relieve the conditions in
Germany and among the other Central allies,

Gtermany considered it sufficient eause for her to go to

war beeause a erazy Serbian killed an Austrian prince;

but believes the United States should not go to war over
the deliberate murder of her citizens by German orders.
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“LEND A HAND"

There is a little newspaper printed at the Oregon State
| Prison, called very Jl]'l]b!'lilll'illtl'l_\' “Lend a Hand.” It is
Ithe work of the prisoners in all its departments, and its
work is excellent in all of them. Mechanically it shows
some first-class printers have found their way into the
prison, and its editorial and news columns indicate some|
editors, real ones, are also doing penance [or nmssteps,
It is printed monthly and those in ¢harge arc trying to
enlarge it a little and to make it cover the field more
fully. To the prisoners it is o real boon, detailing the lit-
tle happenings within the wall and also giving them wnu'{
information as to what is going on in the world from
which they are shut in. No one makes a cent from the
publication, the whole effort being to make it self-sup-
porting. and as it depends entirely on subseriptions for its
support this is a rather difficult undertaking just now,
The price of print paper makes the task doubly hard for
If you have a kindly fecling for
the unfortunate and a broad view of humanity, coupled
with a sympathy for weakness that yielded to temptation,
you ean express yvour sympathy by sending o dollar to
“Lend a Hand”, box 1, Route 6. The little maguzine will
be sent you for one year, and you will find in it enough
to more than give vou value received for v money.
Besides you will be doing a real kindly act thut will give
vou pleasure just because it is such. Try it,

The east with its monster munition plants loads the
eannon and the soldiers' gung, Thus is good and patriotic
work; but it is the part of the west with its big farms to
load the soldiers.

Sinee folks over on the bunch grass side of the Cas-
cades are seeing airships and things, it is a great satis-
faction to realize Booze is out of husiness and folks any-
way cannot see double.

THE MAN OF GRIEF

The kaiser's face looks sad and worn: his
eyes forever seem to mourn; his features
have a bloodless hue, hig hair is white, his
whiskers too. He's aged a score of vears,

war machine, his pride and boast, Think of
the things that he has done! Who would
b not age ten years in one?
the kaiser's gleep foir all the treasure in the
deep; for to that sleep what dreams must
s come---what shades of vietims, dead and
20 dumb! The women lost in  sinking ships
. are there, with white uaccusing li|:‘.~<: the
babies and the graybeards old, vise from the billows blue
and eold, come to his eonch in voiceless bands and at him
point their dead, white hands. Hec's wet the world with
blood and tears; and when have passed o thousand vears,
men still will shudder at his fame. and damn the German

they say, since that important, fateful day,|'
when forth he sent his steel elad host, hia'.'--.

| would not haye
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Husband
By Jame Phelps

A LETTER FROM MRS. RANDALL

dunlly he wos bacon- |
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