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REFUSING TU*SIGN

German Government Attemnted to Coerce American Am-
bassador Into Makino Certain Concessions In Event of
War—Threats Were Directed Avaimst Americans In
Order to Influence Action—Manv Are Still Being Held
Virtually As Hostages i Berlin-~German Officials Now
Make Near-Apologies For Treatment of Embassv

|
By Carl W. Ackerman,
(With Ambassador Gerard's Party at Berne)

Berne, via Paris, Feb. 12.---The German government
intends to delay departure of Americans now in Berlin
in order to have such citizens in hand for retaliatory|
measures in case America declares war and interns Ger- |
man citizens in the United States,

Permission for Americans eventually to depart was
only obtained by the strong stand of Ambassador Gerard.

From neutral soil today it is possible to reveal the pres-
sure with the German government brought powerfully to
bear on the Ameriean ambassador to foree from him sign-
ing of a treaty which would practically guarantee the
safety of German ships in American waters. Gerard
persistently refused. He declined even to communicate
such proposals to Washington unless he was granted
freedom of confidential communication.

When the American correspondents in Berne went to
Gerard in a body and told him of what they had heard,
Gerard replied:

“I told Count Montgelas, Gerard said today, deseribing;
his interview with the German foreign office attache who |
put up to him the practical “ultimatum” as to his signing
of the treaty, “that I'd sit there until kingdom come and
not leave until all Americans were permitted free exit.”

After this the Berlin officials granted passports to|
those deiring to leave with Gerard. ]

A large number of Americans still departure of Amerioans from its terrei-
rosin in Borlin and see anxions tﬂlim_\.' wik hused on inaceurate and sen-|
lenve, but the indivations when the Go | sationnlly distorted |
phirty Ieft were that they would | !
be delayed days amd even weeks, The
Herlin government, fearing that Ameri |

) reporis ||'J|t'l:|hg
b Ili«rlin of anti-CGlerman i‘ll'lll!-li.‘-[l‘ﬂzi“"“‘i

in this eountry.

; + 1 Foreign Beeretary Zimmermnn - was
ca may deelare war, apparently desires| ol inaTonk | dik bax Tecorvaill
{0 have n.Pow Auverican citizeny within|ateted iniwireiess dispaiches poraiven

: : OEY E O last night s stating thot falsity of|

Lermany on whivh retalitory monsures| "
¥ i e thise reportd hnd been established sud

‘;':”“Ihll.’ 1:":;:“'.":{'"1 I‘:‘1r"l"" Liormians ) Ge e velt i Washington that wheq the
Aneriea 4 BN idoak are oo tely
Moanwhile the foreign office is ghriv |F‘“_.‘ “‘I-'h' “_Iml‘ MII'\.' iddeas 'l'-:.\l mplet ll!‘l
ing to keep Acriea out of the war—bni ..l.::i|-zll.-ll.:‘.]r i]”.- ‘Ih:-;i::;r!he situntion will|
the wilitary party long ago prepaesd for | B o e l
Aserican hostilitiee apd is only luke - '
we in its support ol the statesmen Gﬂl’?_d }I?E NO Pllﬂlﬁ '

3 : London, Feb. 12—His sailing plans

+ Wilhelmstra not even {entatively maude at Madril, |

The genern]l fecling  of  Ameriéanal - 4
.I. e general “_ B : bhut safely oupr of Germaoy, Ambassa
left in Berlin wns expressod by the t ! S |
e P : £ Daviz Maildy . dor G i was supposesd to be in Berr
%0 { Maildy: e P -
i I.";}: I i\ ‘; ot my & ‘t o Aviaeivg I"h\\ izerlawl, todoy, finishing the first
over gu \ el « Aneriean i

¥ . ) lstuge ol Wis journes homeward.
goil again, I never ke them off. srage i : o et
h--ﬁ;l'-i appeared worn oot foday, not| . The :f]'il‘““";h”.“r"l neyriy: two !l"":l
ouly from the journby f Berlin bt dred other -:\”I““lgl-“,' welniing Er..h
Peat the striin of thi ovents, Ha|embassy knff, Atmerlcan consulas ”f"'|
ik Weavalhwonelvo by 1'(’i‘|'l‘.‘-!"l'.!l|ll\?“;|l-l:t]i anil ?:.lell-; A?‘ufmh-:ui citizens, ar
of the Swiss government and the al trived at Zurich last night, They hud
o IINE OoVer an that ey,

0k

ies

| intented ¥

Gy 1 to rempin here for n few N .

sernnd |-I.l|l:~l 0 1) w L) ,F.' | but on learning that the Am

davs aml will then journey to Paris, Kt yer : P

{'romm there going to Spain for the voy ister to Switzerlad, & ! X
" I ' Ut vill, had reserved aceommoduations 4!

dge 1o Amerion, In the menustime he iy
eommuuiesting all detaile of the past
week 1o Washinzton by coile dispatehies

Berne: he left yhe specia) train fornish-
ed by the German government and took
an ordinary 1rain for Berne, The Swiss
"government aceorded all possible hons|
andl OEhor tiekiizen srot Carl W Asle|9rs. to the r----:ulim_l_ envoy, sending o
ermin, reesived during the last floyey LtATY edeort, Uerard "”“"m“”"'i
days, it seemg likely that the action l||'|"”"w,"'.q: ’”“"'!: g t?;r -l:‘!'flrt:»:(;. l'_'.'lif‘-
the German government in delaving the| "8 O0Y somment wihntever, Qther dis:

x . |J;lu'|:l'-' received !n'rf'. hu\\'e‘\ er, defant
od soniething of the préssure to which
the American amunssador was subject-|
¢d while awaiting his passports trom|
the Iwiperinl German government. i

Judging from the foregoing disputeh
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What Germany Wanted !
Germany was exceedingly anxions o)
obtain renffirmation of the teeaty of.
L7e0, ns amended in 1828, which grants
citizets of America and Germany per
thisgion to remoin nine months in those
leountries, following a dedlaration of
| war, Geranl resisted all pfforts 1o have
him affirm such a provision, holding|
that he no longer had authority from
bis government, It developed that what |
the German government really desiréd)
was a protocol, not only reiterating the!
old rreaty provigions, but going further,|
in that it would speeify ritinens in both
countries should be permifted ‘to eon
itinue thelr bosinesses indefinitely, be,

LB
s X

ghonld nat be forfeited. One provision |
aimed direet to proteet German . ships
in Amcrienn harbors, exempted ship-
ping from scirure and another was de-|
sigaed to guard against internment of
eitizens by either nation. |
o[ - Copenhagen, dispntches today insist-)
ed that when Gerard firmly refused 1o)
sign sueh o protovel, German officials
retalinted with a barely concealed hm!i
that certain Antericans might be held)

. Bap fellers apend haif ol ther lives from communicating with Washington beneficiary proeceds under poliey of in-|the smaller one,

tryin’ ¢* hide s bald spot-  Ther's fon {by his code, plain messages only being
o' differenes between 1h' boud n'n;ton_l-r!mllﬂ'd to pass,

{not saeesed in subduing

vhills and killing none.

PROMINENT ACTORS IN THE LEGISTATIVE DRAMA
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OMMANDER OF
INTERNED GERMAN
BOAT 1S DEFIANT

Warned Tug and Firemen
Away While Vessel Was
Burning at Dock

Honolulu, Feb, 6—(By mail)—When
the erew of the interned German eruis
er Gieier sot fire to their vessel hepe
Hunday in an attempt to destroy her,
George Hodiek, the Goermmt counsul in
Honoluln stood on her deck nud warn-
ed the vommander of & naval tug com-

ing to the resene that it he or any of}

his men esme aboard it waald be **a
hostile act,*’

This warning was sufficient Lo Jicep
the tug awsy. Althongh the flies were
ditspovered by the public and goveru,

ment authorities at & o'clock in. the
morning, Rodick and Captnin Grassoelt,
commanding the cruiser, id not sur

render the Geier wutil 1:30 in the af-
ternoot. Engines of the city fire depurt

ment stood idle on pier 7 until just be-|

tore the eaptain snrrendered his s

At that time the Flames were spry
ing so rapidly that the crew were i
ok 10 leave the vessel, The firemoen did
the blaze un-
til 5 o 'elock, after it had been burning
nearly ten hours,

Investigution by United States offi-
vinls of the disabling of cight (rerman
merchantmen interned here indicates
that the damage to the ships will total
E500,000. Preparations were under way
the Pommern, lurgest of the

to sink

(Continned on poge t.‘l‘rqe.)

NUGH VORK CONE
AT SATURAY SESSON

Many Measures Are Passed
Upon During Sessions of
Saturday

The senate laving disy of the
toyne river fishing bills, Nos, 248 and
206 the former moking the use
seines unlawTul nnd the Intter increas
ing the length of the sesson for com
mereial fishing on the river nonr Grants
concluded it had fight enough
for one dsy, and settled down to the
wark of ¢learing ity calondar, which it
digd by passing 12 senste aml 15 house
With the seven
bills passed in the morsing the record
for the day wis a total of hilly
passed. Several of these were of & local

Ok

Pass,

1

portance, not encugh at lenst to cause
the senntors to talk about them.
hills were read, explained briefly by the
chnirman of the committes
them or the author of the bill, if origin-
ating in the
roll eall and the president repeating the
nionotonous remark “* the elerk will read
the next bill.'"
Many Bills Passed.

The following are the bills passed:

N, B. No. 209, by hortienlture conmit-
tee. Relative to appointment of counry
froit inspection.

S, B, No. 280, by Huston.
for the safety and life of property in

protected from seizure and that patents the construction sud aee of steam boil-|

e,

8, B, No. 175, by Leinenweher, To
confer jurisdiction on  justives of the
peace,

8. B. No. 267, by Hurley. Amenling
low reisting to petitions to  county

bonrd of equalization for reduetion of
nssessments,

8. B. No. 205, by Bmith of Jasophine.
To protest minefs in regard to wages.

8. B, Xo. 131, by Bhanks. To prevent

SuUTADCE,

S, B. No. 186, by Orton. To provide nevertheless,

ne
reporting

senate, and after that the

Providing |

BRYAN'S ACTVITIES

IR PAGEATTRAT -
 NOTIEDF FFGIL

Propoganda Is Thoroughly
Organized and Maintains
Expensive Headquarters .

I
r
I

i
|

Whashington, Feb, 12—Pegee
gunda largely fostersd by forfimer See
retary of State Bryan sand kis frienids
hud grown to an extent that attraeted
the nttention of government heads Lo
dny.
| As one fepture of & congerted drive to
enlarge thy
women represeonting tha
peace fedemtion,”' W booked
broader pacifism.

,\‘I‘RHE-[IIII' vwo lﬂ:! rll".'li'l" r‘f"il'l‘.“ hf"rl"
with hi';':\'\' onrps of stenographers were
| shooting out peave letters, while peace
propagandis telegroms powred into the
White House amd state deparrment.

The whole situntion distrissed admine |
istration officinls. They felt it mnun
fuctured more pesce spirit — already
Inrge—an helped tie the government’s
hands it ense it regarded wns ngainst
lh\r'u_.un_\' ns necessary for Prosecs piron
of Ameridun rights, honor and dignity

‘Yemeregenty
to

Offieidls Inid the German feeler of
Saturday sippgestion of a United

Stutes-Germuny cotiference 10 avoidl war |
—direvtly to propagunda, while
goane sutborities suggested thut  the
hund of former Seeretary of State Bry-
an was iy the deal. Mueh ag the govern

fence

(Continued on page elght.)

ORVILLE WRIGHT WILL

- FGHTFOR CONTRY

ilnventor of the Aeroplane
| Will Organize Aerial Army

for United States |

that the United States government efin

New York, Feb, 12,—Omville Wright, |

| inventor of the aersplane, sunonpeerd
|1ruin}' that in ense of war wilh Ger

many he would alandon his

private
uffwirs and offer his seridees to the
government to help organize an acrial

| ermy.
“While T ecould not duplieate Henrs
Ford’s offer to manufaeture

chines beoause | have disposed of my

War mn

{eharacter and none of them of gront im- | intorests in the matufacturing ond of R

| the buosginess,'" Wright told the Unitid
Press, ' eertainly will do l'\'l'r}'lllill'.{
I enn for the cou ’
““We have a pitifully seall namber
of wilitary and lieensed eivilian pilots
toe méet an emergency, bot that

proph |8

THRTEEN LIVES LOST
WHEN MINNEAPOLIS

HOTEL BURNED TODAY

Bodies of Several Victims Be-
lieved To Be Buried In
Ice-Coated Debris

Minnenpolig, Minn., Feb, 12—Thirteen
lives are helieved to have boen logt in
miduwight fire which destroyed the
Kenwood hotel heve,

Boidies of 12 of the vietims are beliey-
ed to be burted in the we-enopsed debris
of the hostelry. The body of the other
vietim, & womun who died from injur

|ies sutfored when she jumped to the |

the morgue,

[
l

|
|

he blaxze, which: originnted on the
Tower floor of the old stone strueture,

wig discovered wbout 11:40 Inst niulu_!

Lives of 08 persons living in the build

ing wore imperiled by the flames, which .
cnused n logs entimated nt about %85, duyv to Iy idle until conditlons in Ger- | islature for several sesslons snd fhat

(.
The kuown dead:
Mrs, Luoeille Squire, jumped Trom |

third floor, head crushed, died at Jos i““-'

ilitll.].
Missing and believed dend:
Mrs, ——— Van,

Gliadys Thurst,

g Boone,

Muarpgare! Sheppard,

Willlsm Britton

Mrs. Blanthe Benaon,

Elmer Jolingon,

(', Luoe,

ITnilentified man, Detroit, Mich,
Agnes , thar womnu,

(Continued on page ocight.)

| many s unrestricted submaring warfuro| the vulloy counties neded.

LN TOARN
T SHPS.

Be Available Soon for
This Purpose

MORE AMERICAN SHIPS
IDLE AT NEW YORK DOCKS

More Toll of Allied Shipping
Is Taken by German
Submarine

By Carl D, Groat

(United Press staflf correspondent)

Washington, Feb, 12.—Heserve guns
of the Unitéd States navy—designed
for use on merchant suxiliaries wand
submurine chagers—will  probably be
available soon to American shipowners
who brave the German danger gonis,

The navy départment hns a number
o these guns, which, it is said today,
cotld be condemned or even loaned di-
rectly, if necessary. They are just the
type for werchant Khips,

Officials admitted todey that Amer
jeun merchant ships will have o des
pend wpon the navy for nny nrmament
degired, President Franklin of the Am-

S INDER WhY

Reserve Guns of Navy Will

Parole Offcer BillIs Recalled
by Senate This Morning
After Fight

A lively dog fight, or preferably, a
fight on doge, enlivened the sexsion of
the bouse of representatives this moru-
ing during ifs hour and a half period of
work. Four bills wire passed, twe Wil
od on final-vote, and pne steingled
indefinite {um,po'neuwnt. = b"

The dog fight resulted when Al Jones”
bill to liconse. dogs in' the eonntivs west
of the Casende monntaing nnd wrenling
n fund for ufvek killed by them. As the
cousl countien winhéd to b exempe
from this provislon op aceount of bei
n timbered country ond dogs wore ne
o, Represontative Jones moved that the

crican Hne hay notified the department
he han been unable to gel guns l'mpxi
auy other souree with which to arni his
vessels, - |

Officials Sgrested that
tion of the guns wonld muke them aval
nhle for ship lines without putting nn
officinl wenl on the transfer,

While the state depurtment hag held |

condemna-

: : : ihe direet transfor donld be made, there | (UAnger of lenving the
petee spirlly, two bundred strert from o third floor window, is nt | wite signs today that She go\'itnlmau!

desired to dvoid making such arming
| hpipear to be-an official move,

More Liners Are Idle
New York, Feb, 12-—~Two ihorg Am
|1‘r'r1'un liners will be at thelr piers te

wre hetter.

The New York was due to doek dor
the day. The Kroonland srrived ves-
terdny. Both enme from Liverpool,

(| Bod immediatel
{rious counties in the valley wished to

houge go hito & committas of the whaole
to eonxider dmendments to the bill pro-
viding that corfain coust countion be ax-
cepted from the dog license. The honss
went lnto & commitles of the whole
representutives of wa-

have thelr sountion exempted until the
exemptions hecame yo genorul thore wis

ill apply to Ma-

| rion. couhty only.

Seyonr Jones objected to the walley
cotntics being exempted ond le was
Hickad up by Hpeaker Stanfild, Repro-
{Fentatives Griggs, Clark and Bean, Rop.
resentative Bean stated thet this Kind
of legisintion had bren before the les-

In Lany
jeounty, ho said the sheep raising indus-
try ‘had beon praetically ruined by dogs
{and the herds huve pristieally vanishs
od. The farmers deninnded protection

White officials of the Ameriean line | for their herds frain the dogs. The bill

are holding back the action which will

tims to restrain the corg whe have ne

tsendl their ships unprotected futo tho| home or owners, The const counties fre

Ldanger zone, another Awmericnn freight-| heavily timbered dnd should be excopt-

| Pedera) line, her owners, Captain Hat: dog Inw.

er, the Owego, hins gone oul to brave
the terrors of the submarine zone,

ed.
Roprescututive Lafferty favored the

The Owago, & 2216 ton ship is on her [hill pud Representative Curtmill urged
woy to Genos, She earvies o general) that the moasurs be not frentd lightly.
enrgo of 2500 tons, sent out LY thal Hy deplared the people want a stringent

Einntern Oregon wie exempted

| field, her master, atul two thirds of his| hpeunwe dogs there are nocded in caring

{Continued on Puge B.)

ERMAN GOVERNMENT IS NOW

WILLING 10

NEGOTIATE ISSUE

By Robert J, Bender
Washington, Peb, 12, —Prosidont Wil

toduy  Tormally wotificd Geriniiny

enter inta ne negetintionn tonding

avert an nrmed elnsh between the two

midions until e
withdrwa,

The président’s communicalion,
throngh Swiske Miniater Ritter, repre
penting the Germun government g the
ITniteil States, was mwde pulilic st the
stute depnriment after it had been ad
mittidl overtures o been
from the Germun government,
This government declared it wonl
ladly digenss auvthing with Gormnny
—but only in event Germany withilraws
(Her Thbont deeres of Juwnoury 711
renovws  bor pledges ol May 4 last i
thie Sussex case,

new

soent

The Swiss Statement
Washington, Feb, 12—The stute de

IT-biont deecriee i

received

1

|

and

not trouble us & great deal if we meet! pprimont thix afternoon admitted that
the Gierman government *‘in willing to

the sitnation prompily.

“It does not take btut apbout two
™ eeks to develop aud train a good mili
"iary aerinl observer, It takes two
| wooks more to make him g competent
| Fighting nusn. |
{ I would favor the small Righ elimbing
| plane, light and usarmed exeept for a
single gun. %

“Every step in the European war’s
'd-'-vi-lnpmmu: of nir craft has proved
that it is the light. quick maehine that
|¢‘an get op and down and sround rap

idly, that is thy most effective. They
ean jomp in and do their dimage nnd
| get away while heavier planes are got
| ting started.

| ‘You eun’t combine weight and of v, the submarine warfare, the depart-| minister of Switzeriand.’
following

| ficieney in pireraft.  The heavily arm-

negotiste with the United States, pro

vided that (e commereinl bHlookade
of Englaud would not be Inteérferred
with,*’

In reply, thi= governmeot said **it

government any question it might pro
pose Tor discussion,”” if
e Nhoat derres.

‘i An for the type of aerial defense, would gladly discuss with the Gorman

it withdraws

In sdwitting that it had received a

siggestion from  the Germmn  govern
ment win the Swiss migistor, the de
partment guve out the following state
ment:

“In view of the appearance in the

Wockade agrinst Englond would not be
interferred with. At the request of the
soerotary of sinte this soggestion wis
made in writing and |'[='H'1.I¢'-l to Wi

ight,

by the Bwiss minister Hundpy
The eommunication ix ns follows:

The

ment bas been requested by the Ger

CH Memorandum Bwisks goverh

mny government to sny that the |n1l"l'j--um]mh-ni'. honds of institutions.

is, now aa before, willing to negotinte,
formully or informally, with the Unit-
il Btates, provided thot the commer:
einl bloekade against*England will not
be Lroken thereby.

(Signed ***P. Ritter’,

Ffthie memorundum  was  given im-
midiate consiileration and the follow-
ing reply was dispatehed vesterday:

My dear Mr. Minister: 1 am ro
quested by the pregident to say to you
in acknowledging  the memorandum
whieh you were Kind enough to send
e on the eleventh inst., that the gov
ernment of the United States would
gladly disenss with the Germun gov-
ernment any question it may propose
for diseunsion, were it to withdeaw ita
proclamution of the 3lst of Januvary,
in which, suddenly and without previ-
ous intimation of any kind, it caneelled
the assurinee which it had given this
government on the fourth of May Iast,
but that it does wot Teel thst it can
enter into any discussion with the Ger
mun  goverament contgrning the poli
ey of smmbmarine wiefare against hoy-
trals which it is now pursiing unless
and unti] the GErman goverpment re
newh its . gssuranees of the fourth of

newspapers off February 11, of u roport| Muy, and sets upon tho sssuranes, 1

that Germany
tions with the UTaited States in regar

ment of state makes the

in Berlin, presumably as hostages. At and heir who Telonionsly eauses death or| ured plane has been & failure and 1 gatoment:
the same time Gerard was prevented!disability of another from taking anythink we will eventunlly come back to

wus initinting muonn-]"‘“- my dear minister,

ele,
“o his excellency, Dr. Paul Ritler,

“iNo other cxchanges on this sub-

jeet has taken pluee Dotween this gov |

‘i A suggestion was mode orally {o|erument mnd nny other government or

I know I am mot nl- ke department of state late Saturday | [ersons,

| ways ngreed with in this, but it is troe, gfternoon by the ministor of Switzer-
|Innd that the German government is

L]

h? o —
e T Sy { 77 (Costingad os page fivs)

(Continued on page two.)

(Continued on puge torew.)
»

(willing to negotiate with the United
Htgtew provided that the commercial wo should worry—un whole lot less,

I But so long ax thete 'is no break in
diplomutic relutions with gentle spring,

| for the shoep.

Hefore the committen of the “wholo
| rose to repoit, the counties of Polk,
|\\'n:<hiug|m| and Clackamas, which psk-
jed exemption, wore included in the bill,
which on finnl vote pussed.

! Lewis' Bill Killod,

| The *“eleetrie juggornant?? flutlonded
out Hepresentative Lewis (his morning
(when his bill to prevent the payment
(of more thin Ewice the assessod valua-
tion in purdhose of property for publis
{Purposes was killed, The members de
felurod it wous o foolish and vielbus meas-
e nnd enst serious ceflection on the
hipnesty of publie officinls, Mr. Lewis
deelured that e Kinew men who had sold
property to the |'|l|llll wil had ennngh
money to huy a four-spory building,

I House hill No, 1, by Murkin, Hmit-
ing the sulneies of the president and
professors of the O, AL (% to &5.000 »
yonr, wirk filso flattened by the electrie
Juggertmut, The bill was declared fools
ish i that it tied the hands of the
regents of the institotion in secmoring
An
there was a long  ealendur, Corbet
moved the previous question and shut
off debintec  The bill failed to poss

The first bill wp this morning wis
house Bill No. 126, by Childs; adjusting
the salary of the siate printer and pro-
viding for the appointment of the state
printing honred, With o few explanstions
by e suthor, it pnssied.

Hous Bill No, 126, by Tiehenor, fixs
ing Wowudwies of ull connties border-
ing on the Pacifie ocenn, passed,

Hotse bill No. 327, by Porter,{ pro-
| ¥iding sunitary containers Tor milk sl
ire erenm, pussed.
| A resolution wns  introdoeed and
adopted prokibiting people withont ane
| thority golng on the flhor of the house
|during the session, The resolution direet-
Ll thnt the sergeant-at.army cnder thy

] (Continped an page three)
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