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THE RENNAISSANCE OF A COW TOWN - |

Umatilla, the famous old town on the Columbia where
in early days the freight wagon and pack mule received
their loads for the mining, sheep and eattle camps, which|
in the earlier days were about the only things in the way,
of settlement in the far Inland Empire, has within the
past few days undergone a radical change in its eity gov-
ernment. The town where in its palmiest days a woman
vas as scarce an article as a Bible, has become the first|
gynecoeracy in the United States. At the last election|
the mayor and all councilmen elected were women, but,
there are two hold-over eouncilmen who being ‘‘mere]
men” have been not only told but shown, that they are to|
have but little to say regarding the conducting of the|
city’s affaire. The mayor by the way had her husband as
an opponent in the election and beat him to a frazzle.

" The new mayor, Mrs, Laura J. Starcher, is true to
name for she put starch in her brief message, which she.‘
hy the way, asked one of the male hold-overs to read, and
then she appointed her committees, all of which are com-
posed entirely of women, The “mere male” was not given|
a look in and the council can run its business as well with-
out as with them. All they have to do is to do what they
are told and the new regime being mostly married
women are capable of telling them just what that is.

As a beginning in economy the mayor refused to ap-
point a marshal, saying the eity had no use for such an
animal and that his salary would help pay for better
street lights which she asserted the city would soon have
as she would see the company furnishing the lights got
busy, and kept that way. _

(Considerable interest has been awakened in the new
departure and the result of a real women's government
will be closely watched. As a prelude to the kind of ad-
ministration the city is to have the mayor remarked: “If
[ did not believe every woman in this council was as com-
petent as any man ever sat in it, 1 would resign right
now.” From which, and her handling of the situation
from the start, it is fair to presume that Mrs, Starcher,
and no one else will be the mayor.

|

REPORT GIVES ROADS AWAY

|
The rveport of the Public Service Commission to L‘ht‘i
governor, filed Tuesday, shows more clearly than any|
other one thing the diserimination against Oregon in
the way of furnishing cars for shippers. This report
ghows that in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1914, the net
operating revenues of railroads in the state were $6,901,-1
€04, For the year 1915 the operating revenues were
85,675,796, and for the year 1916 gnding June 30, they
were $5,320,594, The reason of the decrease was largely
due to the fact that the railroads did not furnish ears to
do the business of the state. The year 1916 furnished the
roads much more business than they could handle, and|
yet the receipts were less by $1,572,110 than in 1914, whe.n.!
as is well known, business was slack. The greater!
reveniie was received because though business was dull |
{here were cars enough to take carve of all of it. Instead
of being an inerease, as there should have been, there was
u Talling off of practically 25 per cent of the net revenues.
This shows that Oregon was not given her share of the
ars and that they were used in other states at Oregon’s
expense,

Compared to a year ago bread is up 50 per cent; pota-
toes 50 to 60 per cent; pork, 40 per cent; beef, 35 to 60
per cent; onions 300 per cent; cabbage, 25 per cent; egas,
20 per cent; butter, 50 per cent; vegetabiss, generally,
from 10 to 40 per cent, and all the foodstuffs used by the
average American citizen are on the same high plane.
In clothing it is the same and shoes are, so far as voor
folks are concerned, almost at a prohibitive price. To the
wage earner facing a reduction of pay the outlook is far
from encouraging.

“To him that hath shall be given.,” New York which
has now more gold than it knows what to do with, Mon-
day received §25,000,000 move, it coming from Halifax.
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i suffrage. : _
rather the women's party had not indorsed him but had|!

_' for the modest sum of a nickel.

|while the legislature is in session might suggest some-

REDUCING THE WRONG SALARIES

Some weeks ago when the tax limitation law was be-
ing discussed and talk of retrenchment and reform was
in the air, the Capital Journal made the proprecy that
the first place the legislature would discover where a
saving could be made would be with the janitors, and
those who took care of the state house lawns, then the
gtenographers and clerks and all others whose salaries

were the lowest paid by tne state,

The legislature was not six hours old before this
source of tremendous saving for the state was discovered,
and a proposition made to cut the salaries of this class.
True, the taxpayers are demanding economy, but they
are not asking that any be forced to work at wages that
will hardly support them. Throughout the United States
every big corporation has granted its employes an in-
crease of salary on aceount of the high cost of living, and
vet the great corporation of the State of Oregon, one of
the greatest states in the union, is deliberately proposing
to reduce salaries of it§ lowest paid employes at a time
when the dollar it pays them is not worth, in purchasing
power what 75 cents were worth a year or two ago. It
is the purchasing power of a wage that makes it large
or small.

There is not an industry in the state that is not get-
ting more for its produets than it did a year ago. The
farmers are getting nearly double for their wheat, and
vegetables are way yonder in price. Beef is the highest
ever known and one involuntarily lifts his hat to the fat
hog that has doubled in wvalue since the war. An em-
ploye getting $1,000 a year now is no better paid than he
or she would have been a year ago on $750.

These state employes, if their pay is reduced, will be
in the condition of the college professor who went to the
hank to cash his monthly check. The cashier paid him in
one dollar bills. The professor looked at them, turned
them over with his finger and finally put on his glasses
to give them a eloser inspection.

“What's the matter professor?” asked the cashier. Do
you think there are microbes on them?”

“No, no indeed,” was the mournful reply, “No microbe
could live on my salary.” :

Yet this is where economy is supposed to begin,

There is a proposition to do away with, or merge two
or three commissions, but it is noted so far that with the
new clerks and asistants said to be required, in the merg-
ing plans, there will be little if any saving only a different
lot of employes will draw the salaries.

Economy is commendabe but it wants to be real
economy, not a fareial one.. If the legislature must re-
duce’salaries let it seek to make the reductions elsewhere
than from the lowest paid employes who at the best, can
no more than meet the expense of living.

President Wilson told certain  suffragettes Monday
that he was leader of a party that had not indorsed
He might have added that the suffrage or
because he

openly tried to defeat him refused to go

further than his party in the way of making the suffrage|§

question a national one. The republican and democratic
platforms were identical in their treatment of the suf-
frage question, both stating it was a matter for each
state to decide for itself. The simple truth is that suf-
frage has had its hardest blow from the so-called women'’s
party. Instead of coming west to learn how the women of
the west had won they started a campaign with a party
of theii own, which by its action caused a feeling that it
would be unsafe to trust the bunch with the ballot. Their
action set national suffrage back for years and the pres-
ent move is pushing it still further back. They ecall it
getting in the limelight and advertising, and it is. Bring-
ing the boycott and the strike methods into their move-
ment has hurt he cause, and if kept up will make it an
impossibility in the next fifty years.

It is stated the prohibition bill being drafted will not
contain a search and seizure clause. Some of the more
abid are desirous of having this made a feature of the
bill but the conservative element is against it, and it is
not probable that it will be in the bill. Search of one’s
property on suspieion is repulsive to most Americans and
would make the bill, which otherwise wifl be accepted
gracefully, if not willingly, by all, offensive to a large
minority at least and would tend to make the law that
much harder to enforce.

The suffragettes have picketed the white house,
twelve of them beginning duty Wednesday morning. It
is stated there will be three thousand of them on duty
by inauguration day. They carry a banner with the in-
seription: “Mr. President, what will you do for woman
suffrage.” How they expect to accomplish anything by
the movement is too deep for the mentality of what the
mayor of Umatilla calls “mere man.”

Commencing at noon Thursday Polk and Marion coun-
ty severed, temporarily, their friendly relations. They
had no quarrel, but circumstancés over which they have
no enntrol caused the estrangement. When the railroad
bridge has been planked the old friendly relations will be
resumed. In the meanwhile visitors can cross every half
hour on the car put on by the railroad company;

A discouraging and disreputable car shortage existing

THE WHOLE BODY
NEEDS PURE BLOOD

The bones, the musecles, and all the
orgzns of the body depend for their
s:rength and tone and healthy action
on pure hlowd,

If the blood is very impure, the
hones beeome diseased; the mnseles
become enfecbled. the step loses its
elastivity, and there is inabality to
perform the usual amount of labor.
The skin lows its eleamess, and
pimplés, blotehes and other eruptions
appent.

Hood's Sarsaparilla makes pure
Bood. Tt is positively nnequaled in
the tresiment of serofuln and other
humors, eatarrh, rhenmalism, dys-
pepsia, loss of appetile, that tired

feeling. Be sure fo get Hood's and
get it today. All droggists.
r———

'Cruiseelrmrl Destroyed
Gunfire in Recent Fight

Derling vig soarville wireloss, Jan, 18. ]

Some Little stories and
Gossip of the Legislature

Senutor Olsen's joint resolution call-'easier if the bill introdueed in the bouse

ing for 4 committee to be appointed to
druw up measures of law reform wan
rend in the house yesterday and refer
red to the committee on judiewmry. It

| provides for a commitiee of seven, the

members of which are to be one supreme
judge, voo biaxiness may and five Inw-
yers. The sim of the resolution isto
effect & reform in the judiciary depurt:
ment of the state,

Publication of the tax lists in the
newspapors of the state may be elimin-

ated il the bill recommended by the

county clerks and comminsioners gots
by the legislature. Yesterdav ihe

by Hepreésentative Dedman, of Canby,
gets by, His measure provides for the
incorporntion of rursl communitiey ans
municipalities for securing water supply
for domestic use. The bill defines the
kind of a petition that is required in
initinting the incorporation, the limita
of the distriet, and the wamber of sign-
ers, Under its provisions 18 per ecenl

(of the registered voters must sign the

petition.. On submission of this petition
the eounty court is required to order a
specinl election, mnd  if  the mensure
bonds are to be issued ut six per cont.

[ The bone dry bill prepared by the Ua-

Multnomah delegtaions met and diseuss- |ion Dry ecommittee and Oswald West,
ed the plan and all were in favor of it | ex-governor of Oregon, is in the hands
except Representatives Kubli aud Bur-|of the committee on alcabolic traffic, of
tan, Instend of notifving the delingquent (which Dr, J. B, Anderson is chnirmun,
tax payer by meuns of (he newspaper.| The bill is said to be comprehensive and
it is ']-rnponn’l to notify by means of ato include evory phuse of the lquor
postal card. Newspaper publishers are | teaffic.

opposing the measure.

~DPestracrion of s Dreltish eruiser nr]
the Jduns type v o direet hit of Turk-
ialy gunifioe, wax teported in the Tork-)
i=h officin] vennrl roeeived here todav.,

Beenuse horrowers of money from the
stute school fund sometimes suffer the
) ey loss of their property on aceount of be
The ship was hit in _tlu- Port of ,\In‘_‘-‘- Ling ungble Iu’l‘lnft‘l].l!l‘ll! puyments on the
T}i." statement  said  the O surprise loan, 4 bill wasSntroduced yosterdoy in
gunfire’ by which the cruisor “'-"‘11]10 house by Representative Bewu, of
sunk hoad also bvoken the mast of & Lunn (-nuut_\:' pTO\'iI]IHg that whon G0
wrpedo boat and daosged o patrel | per cant of the loun was paidl the bor
bromt. rower tbok title to the land aud gave a

The stutement, which was dated Jane m.,;-tgng.- on the remainder,
unry 11, said: =

Yo the Chuensian fromt we opened Ripresentative Kubli, chairman of
o surprise fire sgainst hostile ships 0| the ways and meany committec, proposes
the Port of Meys, We déstroyed by | to elintbinte the eost of publishing the
divoer hit a Britigh evmizer of the Jupajoandillates’ pamphlets from the expense
type, the eruiser having no time iu | of state elestionn.  This woald elimiugie
whieh to open fire. The wreek of the|the sum of $8,752.86 from olection ex
cruiser, is #till borning. penses on the part of the state. The

CA torpedo boat escaped after one totul cost of publishing the pumphlets
wazst hnd been broken by fire, whilo & amounts to #11,787.25, of whieh the
pateol bont of unknown nationnlity re: eandidntes pany approximately $3,0335. In
eetved godiveet hit, bot eseapedd south- addition to this reduction in expenses,
ward henvily damaged.’” Representative Kubli is in  favor of

o s shortening the ballot, and arranging it
Pennsvlvaniy has #50,000000 {or its s0 that either & party ticket or a split

legislnture to spewd.  What more could ticket can be voted.

a legislatore nsk?

Tiife in the small towns will e made

WINTER

We always tire of winter before it’s had its
fling, and yearningly begin ter extol the
charms of spring. We roast the wintry
rigors in wild, impassioned terms, and long
for spring and chiggers, and flies and bugs
and germs. And yet the winter weather is
good for mortal man, and we should get
together, and boost it while we can. The
arctic blast’'s a hummer, but while it roars
and rolls, the pests of spring and summer
are dead or in their holes. Hail, storm that
swats us critters, with many a lusty biff!
You send old blood cavorting through every palsied vein.
stiff. Hail, blizzard that is snorting across the iey plain!

With zest I do my labors, when knee deep in the snows;
I go and whip my neighbors, and pull a peeler’s nose. The
springtime finds me slouchy, too indolent to smile, and I

You snd old blood cavorting through every palsied vein. |

as gay and chipper as when

am gruff and grouchy, and full of prunes and bile.
when the frosted breezes athwart my sideboards blow, I st a critical period he mude the youth
shake off all diseases, and every grouch and woe. I fee] §° cur Jand forget all

But

I was sixteen, and from the

old tin dipper I quaff my gasoline.

i Legislators are invited to attend the
jmeeting  of . the Tolk-Yambill-Marion
| Medical society, which will hold u ses
stom mt the state hospital for the insane,
Iwhon n diseussion of “*Sterilization of
the Unfit,’" by Dr, B. E. L, Stainer,
will be deliverad. The mesting is sehod-
uled for 8 o'eloek. Dr, L. F. Griffith,
also of the state hospital; will talk on
Y Prevalence, Prevention ond Berious-
|nexs of Sinl Discasics snd Possible
| Prevention.”" A successor to Dr. H. T,
| Clements, seeretary, will pmbsbly ba
(chosen, as the doctor wishes to retire.

| The Clackamag eounty court, throngh
the Commercinl elub of Oregon-City, has
Hent w telegram to the state hiéhuu)‘
commission, stating that the county hou
approprinted  money for the improwe-
ment of the Pacific highway in Clackn
‘mas and that aid of the state is request-
ed,.  The county court of Claeknmas
county wans in Salem vesterday and wusk-
ed a hearing, the date for whirh was set
{for Monday. The faet that the state
highway ecommission may be abolished
will probably aet to defer the request,

| Avcording to an opinion by Attorney
{General Brown, no further action by the
legislnture is reguirea 1o make effective
{the singlo item veto amendment to the
| onstitution, which was passed at the
| Nowvember elestion.  This monsiure pro-
| vides that the governor can weto any
{Eingle item in an appropristion bill
| without killing the whole bill. Tho at-
| torney general held, however, that to
L prevent any ungertainty it would be a
(wise thing for the legisiature to declars
|the provedure of the veto, With thia
{#x¢ in hig hands the governor ean lop
[Off off any unuecessury appropristions
he mny think fit.

GERMAN CONSUL BOPP,

Washington, Jan, 12 —The state do-
|purfuent muy ask suspension of Ger
(mtn Consul Bopp, San Franeiseo, pend
|ng uppes]l of his ense for CONSPITREY
10 4 higher eourt, it was officially in-
{tHeated at the state department today.
" The department, however, is not in-
jelingd to eancel his cxoquatuer while
| the nppeal is pending.
|| Becretary Lansing has the case of-
fivially before him, but has token no
direet steps in it yet,
iI Voluntary removal of Bopp from his
position by the government wonld close
[the ense satisfactorily from o diplo-
mitie sl[tll!i[niill?. There were no indi
cations however, that this is con-
templuted at present, Tho most prob-
(#ble step will be the request for his
suspension from duty.

i AE Buffulo Bill’s fame hus one founda-
[ tion stone solider thun snother it is that

ubout Jeass
yJiumes.  Young Americs must hove
{hero. Thanks be, if he can have the
|right sort. :

v

CHAPTER OXX

Why is it that 50 often we do thingy
that we would  give worlds ' we B
not doni! 1 thought and thought of
what Kate Jordon had told e, and
finnlly 1 rechklessly made up my mind
to find out how much more she knew,
Unless I tohd Clifford thut I knew Mas
bel Horton had been in Chicagoe with
him, and ashed him to cxplain things
seemingly unexplainuble to me, 1 was
sure he would never mention the fuet
of ler visit to me, Amnd even after the
voars we had spent together, I feared
fo question Clifford, feared to rouss
his nnger.

One afternoon T dressed and wont
out, astensibly to shop, but instoad of
going to the stores 1 fonnd myself sub.
consciously turning towanrd Kate Jor
don’s home, Unfortunately she was an.

“T am delighted 1o see you, Mrs
Hammond, '’ she greetes, *do take off
your things and spend the afternoon.™

HOh, that is impossible! T only came
to—onll,"' 1 stammered,

1 knew ot onee by her expression that
she knew I had some ulterior motive in

SRR

MILDRED BECOMES RECKLESS

*“*You have come for something and 1
wi gorg to find out what.”’

“Have yon seen Mes, Horton lately?*
I nsked, as nochaluntly as 1 eould,

Y Why, ves. T played bridge thers yos
tenday atternoon; just the three of us,
Lola Guardner, Mra, Horton fnd me—
aud the dummy. Really, three handed
bridge is lots of fun."

“41 think do, too,”" T replied absently,
wondering what i should say next.
Then, *‘ Mre. Gardner is lovely, isn't
she?”" T venturpd.

‘o vou think so! I sdmire Msabel
Horton's style much more,
durk; then hen everlasting vivaeity
gets on my nerves, Mabel is more sooth-
ing—she is 0 regular man’'s woman."’

“What do you mean by ‘man’s wo-
man '

““Oh, Mabel never worries a man!
Sha just flatters and makes them com-
fortable.”’ -

“Just bow Jdoes she make them wso
comiortable? She can only see them so-
cially,” 1 ventared, hnp{ng Kate Jor-
don would rise to my bait. She did in
i MEeRsure.

ealling. 1 mever bad been in her honse
but onee before, then with Monel, Bat
she rang for tea, then, fontrary to her
usunl vustom, wnited for me to start the

conversation,
An Situation
Now that I was there, T fonnd it more
diffioult to guestion her even than I

thing to some legislator.

anticipated. Thore was n cortain ex-
pectaney in her manmor that embarrass-
ed me, It was as though she ssid:

“£0h, don’t fool yourself! Mabel is
great favorite with sll the men. Ir T
didn't wateh Tom os closely as I do ke
wounld be us bad ns the rest; but T will

!give him no chance, She can pet up her
Vittle chafing dish suppers before her|ped

grate fire for other women's hushands,
but not for mine.'*

**That must be cozy,'’ T replied, mak-
ing o mental note that I would try the
same factics, * What else does she do

Loln is s0,

that muakes her so attractiver'
is

o Oh, T don’t know ihat 1 can tell
you! But she is wlways ready for anys
thing anyoms proposes, isn't a bit of &
prude. If a man does something ho
shouldn’t, she doesn’t rake him over the
conls, but sym;mthiua with him because
his wife does, '’

‘‘But how does she know that his
wife objepts?’”

“‘Oh, you innocent!'' Mrs, Jordon
laughed. * *“Why, she is the confidunte of
balf the men in town. They all go te
ber for comfort when they ure unbujpy
at home. They tell her they nre ‘pag-
g¢d snd a lot of such stuff, most aﬁt
a bid for svmpathy,’”

‘“But isn’t Mrs, Horton carsful of
her reputationi I don’t see how she
can entertain and do ms she does,’’

‘‘No one hns ever mccused Mabel
of being anything but ‘ss chuste as the
unsunn 'd snow,’ but no one else could
do s she does, and in spite of liking
her—and T do—I woulda ¢t trust Tom
with ber for o minute. 1 wonder you are
:o ki];“m‘ with Mr. Hammond, He's al-

ogether ton charming o let
Mabel Horton wmeo mm‘?“ >

**Oh, but she doesn’t!’ I exclnimed.
*‘Bhe in such an old friond, you know"’
‘‘Old nothing!’' Mrs. Jordon snap-

. “‘Excuse me, but yon are oo n-
nocent for your own happiness. Didn’t
““a plan to go to Chieavo the moment
¢he heard you were not going! T would
not stand for it!'*

(Monday—Kate Jordon Explnins)




