BY WILL SEAT,

HERE |8 no escape!”
sighed the Rev. De-
lavan Moers, resting

Ris thin while face
I his slim white
hand. “An evil dood

Invests Itanll with
the charavter of
deom.”

“Tut, tut, my

young frisnd,” expos-
tulisted Judge Josiah
"Thut l1sut the guspel of
good thiugs you have preached wso
woll.  The fact s you are hipped
through worry,

"Now 1 wm not golug o ask you the
Cause; U W't Gevewsary, 1 didn't
want Lo koow, | am golug to crush

F ey rosgltant uiaks, oncs for all. Glve

e the blackmailing lstiers, 8o,

*Toworraw you aud Elsle quietly
wall on the bark Ariadoe, for Naples
and retura;. I buve made all the ar-
rangements  There will ba but one
ollier pnavonger, n Young mah named
Iviggles, down with the cousumption,
You will never kuow he s sheard

At the same thus the pupers will
muUNOLer thut sou and your wife are

 Rbout 1o spend the vaeation voted by
rour chureh In Edrope, salllog a week
Wwmer.  The wretthed hoalth of both
s Hl mecouwt for your veeluslon mea-
whilp .

“My Hex 15 that the blackmallers
will at oonee make another demand. 1t
will be angwersd In your name by the
slatement that you refuse to eontinue
paying over monsy 4% demanded from
time to thue, Lot that you are willing
L pay p lump sum for the dalivery of
he fofernal thing, whatever it ta, thot
an beat leld ovee you Through pro-
femdited nagotlntions the ruscala must

Muareellus

shiow thelr hands, and thea we will
anve tham and it, never foar
“Thit's all, my dear fellow, the

vary last word Give my love to Eisle
Good Inok and good-by, nud bothcome
tark as rosy ang jo/ly ns chlldren”

When his sgitated visitor had gone
thn Judge touched the bulicn on his
foak and ealled his contdentlal man,
Uronk, tnto the offles,

"He I n wreek, Abs" he began, “a
nervous wrock 1 didn’t dure ask par-
tieulars of him [t hard op you, but
Wa must earry out my Hrat suggoes-
Etow,  Blere wre the letters, all alike
axcept ln the date”

Uronk drew. out the top lstter. It
was typawrliten and read as follows:

Dnless you send at cnee to L

IMabltut & Co., at 4 Front street,

$L,000, the thing vou lost on the

night of June 27, 1065, will be de-

I¥ared to your wife ’

"That number In Front street (38 n
private  portoffice.” musnd Cronk,
“KoplL by an old codger who has u
bigh reputation o bis Nue for wind-
Ing Wis own alfkire. So long 48 box
rinl s pald be Koows and ®enty to
know nothing whatover of the pemnn
sonling it How long hne thia eort
of thing beon golng on, Tudgs?”

"Hyor stnee his marcluge; lot mn

&, thren yearn ago. Yes, In the tull
of 1906," the Judgs anvwersd.

“Fhat I8 to sny, shortly after the
foas of tho thing on which the blaok-
wnall {s founded 1

'l"?a'u. that (8 !:qu: n.:i elour:n
sdlnoldence 8 8 wply
ah n:lhnr ralal ltmfﬂ 4

r. Moera waa 8 sort sleslonary
L an, {
el “Morkdng  augos

= -~ - L S

How chob[ Children

| seeking out the desperate. You must
have heard of the wonderful work he
did In preventing sulcide ™

“1 have heard nothing but good of
the gentieman,” Cronk respounded dry-
Iy. “And now the desperstion which
he has cursd In olbhers has attockod
him, bey? Strange! It sesms almost
ks fmle”™

“Meers got off wome such fool talk
himeell,” wald the judge lrritably;

“but he at lnust hus the oxouse of
norvous  exhaustion. For heaven's
sake—*

i "Excune me, sir, but the mun s too
blameless to have ever commitisd evil;]
nnd yot he Is morbld. He must thers-
fure churge himself with some neglect

Perhaps the loss of the thing to
which these notes refer caused this
neglinet

"Might It not have b-en g lotter,

[ thon, which ealled on him for help—
for halp whioh was not furnished—
from one who committed sulelde for
the luck of 1t; from a sulelde who was
dear o the lady he #0 soon aflerward
marrled?

| “Don't you ses, sir, don't 'you ses
the progressive probabliiity  Tell me,

| did Mra. Meers have a peur relation
who died about this timet"

| The judge lovked startled and then

" desply annayed

“Yeu," he admitted, “George Less-
ing did dle In the summer of 1965, He
Waa Mrs. Mosra' twin brother, and of
course, most dear to her

"But what of 1t? Don't waste your
time with such a prior nonsense. . Get
Your focts, man; firet et your facts,
and then we can meke deductions
with some degree of certaluty.”

“Very good, sir.," agread the doteo-
tivie,  “T will mget my facta: but” with
wll dun respoct, the death of Mr. Legs-
ing at that tim= {5 one of them."

1L

So tha  apnswer as outlined by the
Judge wps gent to L. Habitat & Co,
written in n eclose fmitation of the
clergymenu's hand, hut no response,
acyulogeent or mennclug, come to it
The daya of the wasl pussed.

The papera commentad cn the pros-
pective European trip of Dr, and Mrs.
Moors, with regret that thaelr delloate
health forbade wny sort of a publla
godspeed, The Rumanla salled and
Oronk In confidentinl touch with tha
ouptising, who had readlly ngreed to
| the Innocent deception was-convinesd
by hia own personal scrutipby :

not one of tha hundreds of ¢ 5
| slghtaeara and  Wlers who  segdmmad
ovar the steamar and waved § 4
voyhee (rom the wharf had av tha
the allghtest  lotereat in the whess-
abouts of tha two Invallds.

Write again,” sald the Judes ‘mpa-
tently  “You misdirected a@ falled
Lo wtamp the letter”

“IL looks to me,"” sald Croulk, "as if
the pargon who opened the firgt lettor
wal surprised,
uhe may have expected to find $1,000
aticloged as formerly without & ward
of explanation; but Instead aaw & rev-
ehition of the eanss and solres of this
tucome, perhaps for the flest tma™

“Why do you drag In n woman?"

"Bacause kv, many & acoundre! has
& good wife who la utterly In lgnore
anoce of his chleanery,
algn coming suddonly to such £ wom-

— W W

Improve Vacant Lots

and Be

autified City

b A0 whnter nionths of 10T the !
forming operationg eommenowd
The lois nowrest the  sehools  worg

firet eleared of rubbish ploughed e
hayrrowed and so fitted Tor vnltivation
In the apring vogi it
ol |

AS muirh gronml was put in
the ecommon  vogetillos s e biogr
af dirovtors of each wwbool thovght nd
vissble nod all the rest plunted with
potatoes.

Rk one thing wis planted on o lot.
Whon the arop o on o lob wag hnrvestisd
e gromd was  ploonghed  dnd  some
Kand of granin with groass soold sowed on
the front part and bery st
ottt on the venr eond, As the different
vegetnliles motured wt Jitfercat times
s work eontinned Prom wilid Spmmor |
un bl eold woenthier in the frll f

Puring the time the vegetablos oeen
pitd e ground ne weolls were allowed |
fo grow, The oloctiicenlly
aultivators wire Teopt O i I
ground betwoon the plants wot tonel
ed wag workeil with bocs or the woeds

b heles wri

tnieh of

biishos

| [T

pulled up by little fingers that werd | ors hase pog

nlwivs vondy and willing,

The next yonr the lois next those im-|
provinl were haudled the saihe way nud
ao the work wont on until the city wis
one big purk, |

The grins ridsed with the gross secd
war vt whon vold wenther stopped jts!
wrowth anll put in silog for future nse
The second year the wevds wore hopt |
down among the berry  bushes  and
strawhborey plants and the grass eut
wften anl stored in siles,

The thivd year thir gruss bhaving be-
cume firmly soolol umfn_v ol thy
Wore uded as o pasiuge for stk

Just An ple

k wow Lowill fake o0 1o a ten nere

I of earrots.  The seed = plantod

in rows eight fect apart. The rowd
noross the field vast  and
- the tg mre of the right size

of each wheel is two
i six inches upart, o
e points of lron two

&

=
- w il

F Fram

o plant in

propelléd | the  gronmd
rows,

rshow it plainly,

Jthick ot the rim!planghod out nnd John tekes Lis lmlel
smt-n_fth eni,  [wagon (each pupil has one) commences
[ 4

As the wheel rovolves it mnkes a
Lemel twp Inelies wide sad with holes
A sk dnebes apart,  Beven forks

it Ut froms the Jong box anid*to cackh
e onttehed o wheel Hike those that sup:
wort the nxle, Thedr wheels e froe
upr B down, ot onrve held
4 shile movement =0 they make
tracks iu stealght lnes eightecn ineh
s apnrt, This sinrker b8 driwn dcross
the field ar right angles withh the rows
of earrots, after the earrots have been
plovghied outl.  As many childron
ueeddd  toew  cotmmence setting
pinee the Htle carrot plauots.

Eneh childl takes 1wo vows and pats
the holes as he comes o
them, At one end off the rows each
minrker sets o Httle stake in the ground
betwiey his rows amil puts his npme on
the Stake, The wtake vemuning jhers
until harvest time,

As often as the enltivators go over)
caeh pupll hoes his twp
; If (mithfal work in traunsplant-|
ing and weeding has been done the
rows will show it and if. the little work
leeteg his rows they will

to muye

e

nre il

i

Eidh schonl has itk own plat of all
Kinds of vegetables so compirisons et |
b tinde betwoen the work of fudivid-|
unks aml of

The time eaeh pupil works on by
vowy ik kept amd it he dovs not work |
stondily and  dilligentiy  he makes o
poar record when comparest with thaet |
of othiers, |

Esel sohwool has i insphetor whose
busigess bs 16 ugpect the whole of the

srhools, 3

, "work and poport in committee [ § the pipe and the box revalved. Ay the box
W whale, when be thinks the grop will be | g o paet of the waler runs ont

injured by segloct.
Suppose the  inspoetor

reports that,

As i example of how the cbilinn John Nimith is noglecting his rows and '

I||:.|1 the sohool revord s Huble to be |
iufured, the report is read in Jolin's |
topm #nd he is potified thot he must)

WeRts b0 hotter, |

If John fails to heod the notice hi\!;

plant n nlow Ihl‘aw.l.thlt;m out | vows are given to another. This is - the enrrots into
T box 18x12 juelies and fgarded as 0 deep a disgrace that vory !
fins mowhenl nt ench enld | Fow camy of the kind have ocenrred inl'

all the yenrs sinee thy work began, |
At Harvest Time

At bharvost time tho carrots arel

perhaps shocked, or

Stich knowl-|

| .I‘hl'
| the top of them,

|the base of the bhuthding is twenty five

|loff the taps.

| fident that this monsy would be l-.nt]' L
for his wife's support meanwhile ™ | "1 am from Dr. Meers,” sald Cronk
“Assumption, uaked, shadowy an- | simply. “Belore he went awsy In the
o | hope of recoverin # health he put
sumigion! . |=1mu 'l . 1 ‘h:‘dhh!lh ﬁ.h'l‘h
| “Aye, wir, but capable of verifioa-| o & % 10L0 My Rands, bl w -
tion This old codger, Moukert, who instructions that 1 must protect the

keepn the private postoffice, mmml,f::‘:;:“;n :::..m° unfortunate and
as he s to his customers, 1s vary glad “Ii’ ha con.lumpuw"' asked the

to oblige any one of power or author-
ity. I the box has been abandonsd his
duty, as hs makes It out, Is over, apd
he will be rendy sacugh o toll mae all
ha knows of the firm of L. Habilate
& Co"

Accordingly that night Cronk visited

young woman, when he had foliowed
tnte the sesolate lodgings. “If he s
I am gorry for him and for her.”
“No, but he ls nervously broken
from the long straln of mesting In-
lquitous demands.”
“Oh, If I could I would repay! 1

the dingy Uttle shop, themain source would repay! Bul lcok at me, look
jof ravenue of which was the rent from grouynd you. I have nothing.”
the private boxes, JMoukert, the bent “You have that which gave your

and huiry oondescript of a proprie-
tor, peered susplciously over the all- “No, no! If 1 have where Ig 1t? Taks
ver rimmed glasses balaneced on RIS it if you can. | know nothing except
| enormous nose. "I know noddinga, | thut the letter showed that evil had
| noddings," he repasted, | becn done, ovil that T would not know-
“But this !s to oblige Judge Marcel-| Ingly endure, no matter what the cost,
lus In n private matter,” Cronk urged. | 80 1 left the hotel where we had
I"\'(‘lll know him, you Enow me; you stayed and came here; he had told me
| know that we can help If the time|he used It for a sort of offlce. It was
comes whon you need help,” the only placs.”
| “Ach, only too soon,” moaned Mou-' Cronk gazed about curlously. Yea,

husband powsr over him."

kert. "Za poleece vou day, the Inspec- | what scant furniture thera was had a
tors za next—theres ig no chance for| forlornly business alr. ‘There was a
an honest man to mek his bread. But brokea door cupboard with its top
vill you remember, you promlse?” shelf stacked with papers. On the
“I promise,” agreed Cronk. -dr:ll ’ln{i)l;u :‘er&ndcrumplml blotter and
" Z . ey I (a drled ink stand. ™
ol Yant youmi_woman who took!® EL0) er the st which had
day sha surrenderad ze ':.nlx. A fool-| ::?lnl]t:?;.’l:ﬂc::amfl::“ :T;;:\::l:h%’::ﬁ
Im.‘,"m_’l‘,‘ WOIANG, HeE 19611, maching Heelf evidently gtood In nr
| A\.H. -, A eorner, covered with a rublber cloth
“You promise? Y7 Sura? AlwWhere else then would a careless and
foollsh young womans, because 86| digsnlute man be apt Lo hide the source
put aside for n scrople ze Bupport| of his nefarlous income than In this
provided by the man she lived with ' remote and secluded hole In the wall?
while he ls away to recuperate  A|  Cronk turned pit¥ingly to the young
| doeferant sort, zat one, what you call| woman. )
n hlitll roller But he s slok Ia “You hava been brave and true.'"” he
cough terrible: so, so, so. I know not
whero they llved, so help me; nor
what his nume oxeer than "Abitst. But
look, look. You promise? You wvill
remember, sure? Well, thers sho
goea now."

|

pitltered and accepted. I belleve what
vou say: 1 talin you at your word.

“T will taks that avil thing, I£ T can
find It here; take it and destroy (8. No

an would would caugs hey to do what] And as Oronk looked through the|the contmary, he shall be dellv You will never miss this pitemnce

bolleva has Amo duuei this pase, | dlougy antrn{mn out upon tha shiny|from temptation, from your aunerﬂuil(. esldes,

o abandon the Itm: ? ?ha 'ﬂt' blackness of the damp and holsomé| “Now, you must let Mr, Meers h know thq‘ Bisle would

pogtoffloa at onoe and for all time. street ho saw tha white, Nearsd face|you; to do so {s the sacred ri kd R ourn] you can’s know how de-

fAnd the sooundred, whare att woun wa?um bugrying by with | good man. Take this] go b o th fparingly sha would mourn, Ver-
o may bavo gons sway, Bl pone - ol bre of hér afmy, otel you left so , and ther bum #ap, old fellow, an
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lat the upper. end of his rows and fills knives below them ent them into thin

the

to the lower pnd of his rows. puts the|slices in paper bags holding from five

thix wagon. e then gocs with hiv lowd fslices. Busy little fingers Pl
Letbrots o speks g ety Yor anoth- | eents worth up, senl the sacks by post-
g the top and puts the packages in
n tube theough which it drops into n

ter domd. Mg nume is on his sweks and
| the weight of his erop and also that of

all others s published in the school at the side of the roo m the floor
paper,  The anto which  collects _”"‘ helow
siucke of carrols taked them to o huild The Hve in

pent paclages age pat
et : one tube, the {-iggu eont packages in
of n long ww of buildings which ook | gyother ainil so on, there being us many
vary muth: alike, [tibes as there wre (ifferent prived
are square stractures AOXH0 and paps A pupil sow takes John Doe's
forg feel high with a platform along | ovier for vegetables for that day aud
A sloping bridge MUS enes nlong the siles of the room put
to the piatform. A8 fing jy many packages of eieh kind in
i1 big siek ns Jokn Doe wants,

The ‘boy who does this work lins o
! FIES iitle wagon with o frume of light strips
Litteen. bret, Lof bourds on it. The frame ixcight fect

Up this ithe auto casily AN Nopg and twe Teol wide and foor sacks
stops over an opening o the platform hany dowsn in the frame. The sacks
throogh which tho load is dumpsd 0102 St ehed to hooks on the iside of
n big lank on the top story. .\Tmm-i'”". frame o the top of the eack is
tho tauk are as many childven as can ppe. . When John Doe's carrots ate
work comfortabiy. all in one of the shcks those ordered

They take the enrrots ome by one iy guother pupil are pat in another
und put thom under a kunife which eats, 2o o o0 the attendant goes along the
Then the carrot 15 turned {200 0o " he room he pits In the Pour |
sround and a litthe of the smnll end |y the order of four popils. Next|
cut off, Thoe parts cut off drop dntols (b sarrot boxes are those for tur
u tank below.  When entting off the ips; then onions snd all other séason-
tops the carrots are so placed that thelyine coretables which bhave boen pro-

g oy Beeadway, This building is one

from the strect

feut helow the street and fifty, foot

from the stroel the sloping bridge

Lo

MEXRB AND ELSIE QUIETLY SAILED ON THE ADRIADNE.

sald, “when most women would have

harm shall come to your hulbands 22
r

ablde your husband's return. Should|
he not find you thers to explain, to
persuade, ho might seek refuge in even |
more desperate courses.”

help me!” sobbcd the young woman, |
muaking for the door,
It is too late. I fear the sea voynge|
will not help him. he was so ill, so|
racked, g0 worn." And out she newi
like n wralth :

“The very machine, the Identical
type,'" he veflected. “"Marely corrobo-
ratlve, of course, but If the character-
istics 1 noted in the blackmalling let-
ters ghould show themselves, the con-
junction would be pretty elose to
proof. And now to apply the process
of elimination to this room, If overy-
thing extranecous 16 put aside, some-
thing of im_ortance should remaln.”™ |

The search that followed was typ- |
fcal of the dellberate thorcughness of |
the man. Article after articla was|
clogely examined and then placed at
one side of the reom, It was the
broken door cupboard, however, which
unexpectedly made dlacovery.

When Cronk baving denuded Its
shelves, begun to move it, with a shud-

dering c¢roak it went to pleces; and
n lettar in its envelops, which had
been hid under the cheap ornameuta~
tion of the top, fell out on the floor.
Taking the letter from tha cut enve-
lope, which was addressed to “Mr. |
Oeorge Lessing—kindness of I)r.i
Meers,” Cronk read (ts typewritten
toxt as follows:
Dear George: [ am strapped,
busted and utterly confounded,
with nothing to live for and every-
! thing to dle for. Unless I racelve,
| the sum of §2,600 tonight I shell

shuffie off this mortal coil. I send
you thig by the sure hand of that
soft ass Meers, who knows my
extremity, Send back the money
by him or my blood, the blood of
your old chum, be on your head.
It's liitle enough to ask, when
1 wers I in your pluce 1 would vol-
uptarlly do #o much more for you.

; | vile scoundrel,” mussd Cronk, after a
‘I will, 1 will, God bless you, God| grim smile of recoguition at the type-

“But, oh, 1 fear | damnably base

ITaring passed a Tew eorners and loft
sacks we think we
off and make the rrip with one of the
pupils. We ask the driver to stop anid
let pg off! but he savs 1 don’t need!
ti stop. Just =it down i the slule let
2o ol holds anmd yon wre off. It took
considerable time to muster up cour-
age to do this, bot st we ddid it
and were deposited on the gronnd with
ont n jar.

The boy then emiptiod his big saek in

would Tilie fo get

last

liu the body of his little wagon wnd

started off, At the first home he took 1
a bucket picked rapidly from the Jit-|
tle hags in the wagon the vegetnlilos|
ordercd then mn to the Jduor set dowan |
the full bucket and took the empty one.
In the empty bucket wus . alip of paper
on' which was the order for next dav. |

We were told that every Saturday t\!
bill for the week swus put in the bucket |
with the vegetubles and on the next|
Monday o eheck was found the
empty bucket for the amount,

Having learned what we can of rhc‘l
operation of marketing vegetables we
will return to the boilding where the
work of preparing them for eonking is
dobe and see what becomes of the re
fuse mattor,

The tojis and [!l'|’h|l;_:~ af carrols;
turnips, ¢te., the peapmis; the corn
husks and stalks (when the last ear of

mn

knife euts intoe the enrrot o little. 1 fpared for sals it the same way the
n enrrot ds round, shapely and of me-" ol by :
dium size it is put in an opening and | ey ening are gl pared and sliced
falls into a big box below. I it is too |y, peas sholled, the corn husked and |
small or too big or irregolar in shape oo foom the cols (the ohildren have aj
it goes through another opening into fyyiching which does this work as fust |
- iterent box,.. b las an sittendant can put in the enrs of |
As the earrots in the field are all | oo™ 0t vimove the cobk) and uthet |

separated and not hess than six ‘""h"".‘\'--;;‘-t:alnlw« prepared for eooking. Hav- |
apart there are very few vither |

! ‘"“'iuu mude the round of the room the |
big, too small or not of proper shiag

- ifull sacks are pnt in p big tube and |
dropped into an suto trick,

Other boys with wagons follow the
first one s0 a stendy strenm of tull
sacks pass into the aute and it is soon

londed oml starts off to traverse the
Aloug the """l' of Whedowcifiad ronte. We will jomp on the
os. When fea: “with the driver and observe the

Iwork of distribution.

The auto maker a quiek rin of about
a half & mile and then we seo on nj
cormer a boy with a little wagon wait- |
ing tor vw. This boy being the Nt

The box inte which the carrots drop
ix four feet wide, tour feet high and
oight feet long. A twe inch pipe runsl

through the ends and the box revolves

on this pipe.
pipe are n number of small ho
the box iz about throo fourths full the
cover is put on, water started iun the

throngh litile holes in the bhottom.
When the water runs elear the ¢lean-
ing ix done, the water dmwn ofT and|
the varrots are dropped into a tauk on
the place bitow, |
Around this tank are numerous par-)
ing miachines which in the twinkling of
i eye take off & thin peeling nnd drop {geon % oven slow down. ~The boys sack |
k nhothor tank amnd'h W i 3
: Lo 3 aced on the slide and the nwmber
which ar¢ the slicing moachines. These + =3
machines aro eirnnlaf boxee three feol -::oi:'jx;:::ligwt‘n“ l,l:e“:;g:satth:h‘ol g r‘m:g
in dinmoter with 8 box two feet in din-| twonty. miles an howr 8o Aa the oar

meter inside luwln&: l:xm six inches | golng ono way snd the saek the op:

wide between the t
Tn this s the sarrots are plesed |TO0US WOF TAS movAent

on end uatil it is full when revelviag

ed Inst amd s on top. At the side of

like the =lides for lttle ehildrem on |
the play gronml.  The puto which is

on the ground without a shoek,

jrorn on a stalk is taken stalk and ally

}GemmyWil'l

lene an this rointe his sack haa been fill] grs,

the auto is n long shide very mwch man diplomats, who were shown the

igoing twenty miles an hour does not'n shove by the allied roply, which “in-

guin for peace,’

j@ary has addressed a note to all new
oxactly trals in the same terms as that for
nontralizes the other and the sack lands Fwarded vesterday by Germany. necord-

is brought in) the refuse from eabbage, |
chuliffower and all other plants all go
together to the contting machine where
it is out finc and then earried on 2|
belt with buckets on it to the top of
the next building which is a silo. All|
vegetables that are not fitted for cook-
ing also go through the cutting ma
c¢hine and into the silo.

~—l. P, BARKER.

Not Bargai
With F.nl_e;he forg%nm

Washington, Jan, 12 —Germany will
make no attempt to0 baegain with the
wllies for penee or make another move
nt this time unless enconraged to do
sa by the United States or another
comninuication from the enteute pow-|

This was the stutement foday of Gap

United Press cable from London say-
ing the cause of peace hns been given
bar-

forentially invites Germany to

‘s Note

©  Austro-
Amsterdam, Jan, 12 —Austro-Hon-

ing to Vienna advices this afferncon,

along the swag toc yoyr true |
friend. KENNETH MIX.
“The scoundrel, the unutterably

writing. “Could anything be more
than the innuendo?
Hera are facts with a vengeance, as
the judge might say. Let me con-
strue them."

The sure and rapid play of the de-
tective's trained Imagination gave fire
to hin dull ayes and color to his torpld
faco. |

“Meers must have wilfully withihald
the lettar,” he concluded. “Mears, |
who loved tho girl himsolf and after-,
ward married hor. That was the evil)
deed which to his mind has Invested
itself with the character of doom.

“He believes that Ly Lts wilful neg-
lect this man, Konneth Mix, came to
his death. Tm some way he lost this
letter, or It was stolen from him. No|
wonder he has paid the nameleas vil-|
laln who has held it over him rather
than run the risk of having it brought
to tho attentlon of the wife he loyes
80 tanderly.

“Porhaps If Lessing had lved he
might have advised with him and been
guided by him, poor, unworldly fel-
low; but Lessing was dead,. Was
Mix aleo dead, as he threatened, as
Meers believes?

“No; hers ls the most amnzing part
of this amasging scheme, Mix 1a allve;
Mix got possesslon of this letier, and
Mix levied blackmall upon it as the
fimn of L. Habltat & Co.

IV,

“But yet it la true, sir” per sisted
Cronk in the face of the judge's Iln-
digonant  denlala. “Compara those
blackmalling Iotters with the letter to
George Lessing. Can't you wes your-
gell that they wre written In the saume
type by the sams Klud of machine?”

“Porliaps 80," agresd the judge In-
differently, "but that Is more Inter-|
esting than important when you ocn-
gider how many hundreds of thou-
gands of that machine may have been |
asold."

“True, slr; that 'a corroborative
only, But scan thesd pages again,!
pleage, Can you not #ce a similarity

which does not depend elther upon |
the type or the machine, a simllarity |
In style, rather?”

"There la a compact look to them
all,” sald the judge elowly, “ae If the|
words werpy pressed loo closely to-
gether for good workmauship: but—"|

“Ah, sir, that 1a the very point: 1

knew 1 could rely on the absolute
falrness of your judgm:nt
“Good typewriting requires that|

there should be a space alter every
comma or semicolon. It I8 one of Lthe |
iittle tricks of the trade taught in the,
schools whichh one who ls sell-taught|
is not apt to find out or ucquire

“The uniform. typewrlting ol all|
these exhibits is amateurish In several
respacts; but this one charpcteristic
of no space after punctustion is never |
misslng. Now, then, when to same-|
nees of type and mackine there iz add- |
ed an unvarylng ldosyncrasy which
would naturally come to such an idle
profilgnts on trying to write for the
Eurpono of deception does not all thie

pproximate to proving that Kenneth |

Mix !s L. Habltat & Col”

“It may be mo," sighed the Judge,
“though hé was supposed to have
drowned himself. In that ocase 1
can't congratulate you too heartily on
seouring that fatal letter to George

gend  Lessing.

| Cronk?

| from Dlggles,

“1 remember Mix In the best of his
best days, when he was admired and
courted for his cleverness, his good
looks, hia fascinating ways. An um-
grateful, heartless rascal, without
one redeeming feature.

“But thers was a darker slde to
him, & brooding, revengeful cpirit,
due to that inordinate vanity which is
the soures of so much erlme, By this
time, after such & career, the man
must bo daugsrous.

“Yes, yes, 1 rejoles, If It be truse,
that the letter has been saatched
from his clutches, and that Mesrs and
his wife will be far awny when he
lsarng of this loss

“Do you thionk he would harm them,
wire?™ '

“What, with an smply pocket and
a wounded vanity and the old pas-
slon for Elsis, which he would call
love, reviving embittered-—"

“Then, sir, it is lucky he I8 not &
fellow-passenger on the Arladne.”

“Lucky? For Mix not to learn Im
the idieness and sloth of mid-ocoan
that they have planned to deceive him,
to escape from his extortions by satl-
Ing & week ahead of thelr announced
time; that the blackmall e which
he provided for the care of this young
woman with whom he has been livin
will not be forthcoming; that In al
probabilities the matter has already
besn placed in a detective’s hands,
and in addition to all this chagrin
and anger not €0 have the sight of
Meers and Elsle as muan and wife re-
vive his lawlest emotlions—Jucky,
And Mix lurking half dead Im
nis berth? Why (t la providentiall

“Had any such mischance occurrad
1 wonld balleve with puor Meers that
an evll deed sequires the cheracter
of deom, But why do you harass me
with any such insupposahle prob-
lems?™

“Becuuse, sir, Mix & a consumptive
who hez just salled away on a som
royage for his health

“Aud o0 yvou think he may be thelie
fellow-passenger 1 learned about, s
young mun uwamed Diggles? Impossis
ble! You don't for one minule credit
such an wnspedkable idea, do you?”

"1 did, sir, to the extent of asking
the shipplng agent of the Ariadne to
send you any letter he might have
Ah, this must be the
megsenger now!"

The jodge turned a startled face
toward Cronk aand held hesltatingly
the packet which the lad, briskly en-
tering, left with him, Then His fea-
tures settled Inte judicial calm and he
broke the envelope as If aboutl to eg-
amine u wealed verdict.

"T'wo Inclogures, Abe" he Eald ns
he opened the top one ¢f the falded

sheals. -

He scanned the compacet, typewrit-
toun lnes, and then, with a eroan,
handed it to the detective.

"A lettsr from Diggles.” =ald the
detective. In his contemplative wal,
“making arrangements for hils cora

during the voyage, Written with tha
same type on the same kind of ma-
clhilne as all the others, and Invariably
no space after punctuation. 1 _m
afrald 1 am right, gir."”

The judge opened the other sheat,
and bis enforced calm quiverad into
gray. It wns & letter from the ship-
ping agent and read us follows:

‘We regrel to inform you of onr
receipt of & cablegram, reporting the
loss of the Arladne, from the second
mate, the only survivor. ‘Foul play*
s his only explanation.” -

Canital Journal

Want Ads Will Get You What You Wank

Great Clubbing Offers by
the Daily Capital Journal

WE Have made arrangements by which any sub-

scriber of the CAPITAL

JOURNAL, delivered by

carrier in Salem, who will pay for the paper six

months in advance,

tions for one year:
CLUBBING

1 { at the regular rate, $2.50, will
receive without extra charge,

the following publica-

LIST NO. 1

The Northwest Farmstead, regular price, $1.00
Boys' Magazine, regular price . ., .. p o .’ gl:ﬂo
Today’s Magazine, regular price ........ $ .50
Household Magazine, regular price ...... $ .25

months in advance for
JOURNAL by

prefer it:

Today's Magazine,
McCall Magazine,

time,

paying one vear's

subscri
of $3.00 per year. =

[ carrier in Salem.
the following combination on the

MAIL SUBSCRIBERS to the
may secure either of these

Total of regular price .......... $2.75
REMEMBER these cost you nothing if you :ay six

the DAILY CAPITAL
Or you may have
same lines if you

CLUBBING LIST NO. 2
one year, and
one year,
terns of your own selection, free.

Today’s Magazine is a splendid icati i

and better than ever befl:vre. sl e T
McCalF's ?lagagit_ie is too well-known to need further
introduction—it is growing bigger and better all the

with two McCall pat-

CAPITAL JOURNAL

> clubbing bargains by
tion at the regular rate

Call at the business office, or address.
CAPITAL JOURNAL,

SALEM, OREGON




