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CROPS NEARLY AN AVERAGE
Government estimates just issued as to the™eountry's
crops are not so discouraging as they at first seem, and as
the government experts state they are. What makes the

were bumper yields of nearly all products, and the great
falling off is noticed. Compared with the
averages the crops arve with the exception of oats con-
siderably below, but with the bumper crop of last year
left out the five years before that taken as a basis the
are but little below that average. The crop of 1915 raise
the five year average about fifty million bushels a year
s0 that taking the other years as a basis the country is

only some 40,000,000 bushels shy on wheat., Last year's|
corn crop was nearly 400,000,000 bushels in excess, and|

raised the five year average so much that this year's erop|
geems light when in fact it is about an average of the
yield for tht five years previous to 1915. ]
" The oat crop is larger by nearly a hundred million
bushels than for the past five years. Potatoes are short,
showing only 285,000,000 bushels as _against the usual|
vield of :160,000,000. Apples show an increase of about
two million barrels, and oranges of nearly three nulllup
boxes. Hay makes the best showing of all the year's
crops increasing from sixty-six million tons to eighty-six
million. It will be seen from even a cursory examination
of the estimates that there is an abundance of foodstuffs
for all, with a liberal surplus for export in most lines.
The shaking up of the wheat market in Chicago yesterday
showed that it is not scareity of wheat but foreign demand
and speculation that is keeping prices up and making the
American loaf dear. .
Wheat prices have dropped about twelve per cent sinee
last Saturday and are scheduled for still lower prices.

five year|
| g .
|arguments, or those of the medical gentleman whom it/

.| quotes are correct, we do not pretend to say. If anyone
fl! has a curiosity to know why men in Oregon do not drink

fments be refused the use of the mails.

It would make an interesting array of figures if Lhei
extra cost of living in Amgrica could be figured out so
that it could be seen how much this country is paying on|
account of the war. It is safe to say the consumers pay
more extra each year than the value of all the munitions |
and war material exported. It is quite probable that the
amounts paid out by American consumers since the war
started in the way of increased prices is larger than all
our hoasted inerease of capital.

i

The Association of County Judges and Commissioners|
at a meeting in Portland recently, passed a vesolution
condemning the widows’ pension law and asking its re-
peal. They were of the opinion the law failed to provide|
the relief intended, and besides was cumbersome and ex- |
pensive, Ityvas the unanimous opinion that the old sys-
tem of county aid wag far supervior and more business|
like besides producing more real benefits and preventing
fraud, or at least the helping of the undeserving,

One of the amusing features of the stock market :tl-l
most panic is that some of the employers a few days ago
gave their employes a bonus for Christmas, and most of |
these at once invested their present in stock and of course|
lost the whole business, and in many cases more with it.|
There is an old saying that “the burned child dreads the
fire,” but it is evident that seeing others get burned does
not cause the same dread.

According to the government reports the tobaceco erop
this year is considerably above the average. This sug-
gests a nice box of cigars or a humidor of tobaceo 1'03- the
favorite pipe, makes a fine holiday gift. You ean’t go
wrong in your selection, for while some brands may be
better than others they are all good.

The peace proposal coming from Germany and the
other Teuton allies was somewhat of a surprise, but that
Turkey should desire peace with Christmas looming up
large and near, is quite natural. The wonder is the pro-
posal was not made before Thanksgiving.

The trouble with that submarine over at Humboldt
Bay was that it tried to submerge where the water was
too shallow. -
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TURNING TO SOCIALISM

turning of Americary ideas toward socialism. Little or
nothing is said of this tendency suddenly springing into
life but it is true just the same. Car shortage has sug-
| gested “government ownership” and given the idea a
strang boost. High cost of living has suggested the
placing of an embargo on foodstuffs, of the government
taking charge of all such and regulating prices therefor.
Government ownership of our merchant marine is an-
| other socialistic measure. Municipal stores, munieipal

| dairies, seizing foodstuffs where a corner is suspected or|

proved and selling the stuff at fixed prices is still another
socialistic measure.
The real important feature of all the suggestions made

‘1 for the purpose of bettering conditions, is that all of them | £
(are along the lines of socialism. Strange isn’t it that for
every supposed evil the people should all turn to these

theories which at other times they were disposed to

. ! “|laugh at?
crops seem unusually short is the fact that last year there,

The Oregonian, Friday, had an editorial on the sub-

jeet: “Why men drink liquors.” Whether or not its|

liquor after the legislature gets its work in, we can give
the right answer without stuttering.

The value placed on all property in the state by the
assessors is $878,753,944. This is $55,731,087 less than the
valuation last year. This amount would last England in
paying her war expenses, for one month. If the assessors
had not reduced the valuation the sum would have paid
such expenses two days longer.,

Poor old John Barleycorn is surely having a hard row
to hoe. The latest jolt given him is the recommendation
by a congressional committee that all liquor advertise-
The committee
also recommends that the penalty for violation of this
proposed law be a fine of $1,000.

The Spectator modestly says “it is a high class weekly
that appeals to people whose minds have not become
atrophied by permitting editors, politicians, soap box
orators and other kinds of demagogues to do their think-
ing.” According to this the gentleman who publishes the
Spectator is not an editor. Perhaps he is right.

The Dictator has dictated for the second time this
week and has pleased two capacity houses. The house
was sold out again yesterday by noon, which shows that
Salem people appreciate their home talent and also a good
play well presented.

Only eight more days untill Christmas, and the chances

are you have not done all your shopping yet. If not begin|:

at once and don’t stop until the last present is bought or
your Christmas money is exhausted.

The price of bread has not gone up in Salem, but the
size of some loaves indicate they have been left too long
in the oven and have shrunk, In a platinum setting some
of them would make fine necktie pins.

Mill orders are getting more and more plentiful, but
this is not the case with the cars necessary to enable the
mill orders to be filled.

“Let ’em Rave”

SOMETIMES A KNOCK’S A BOOST!
I Have Tried Since I've Been in Salem

To be on the level and friendly and all that kind of
thing, and not put on any airs or be STUCK-UP AND
CHESTY, and speak to everybody that I meet on the
street.

Some of 'em don't speak back, but they might as well.

I'M TAKING AS MUCH OF A CHANCE AS THEY
ARE.

Most everybody was and is just like MY FRIEND MR.
MeDANIEL of THE SALEM COMMERCIAL CLUB.
They treat me nice and smile and tell me “How do you
like Salem?"” and “I'm glad you're here” and they mean it.

But onee in a long while I meet SOME BIG STIFF with
an ingrown disposition and a chronic grouch THAT
HATES HIMSELF and is SO SOUR that, HIS FOOD
DISAGREES WITH HIM. - a

And when I see him if he shakes hands at all I've got
to look up to see if I haven't got A DEAD COD-FISH BY
THE TAIL. And then he looks at me kind a superior
like---and he “registers” to himself (as he looks we over
condeseendingly), “YOU POOR BOOB, I DON'T LIKE
YOUR STYLE.”

All T want to say is this: I feel sorry for the fellow
that can’t keep things to himself any better than that
---Don't you?

If you happen to see “THE GUY I'M THINKING
ABOUT"--tell him he ain’t SORE, he's just SICK---and
to cheer up, CHERRIES WILL SOON BE RIPE: and
thank him for moving to Salem, because if he wasn’t
here---1 mightn't have had anvthine to write about.

“Who believes its The Knockers that make THE BOOST-

BAVINGS DEPARTMENT

l “THE ADVERTISER”

ERS---the Best People on Earth.”

The European war is blamed for many things, for
most of them probably rightly so. Among this class is the;

——
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The bones, the museles, and all the
organs of the body depend for their
strength and tone and healthy astion
on pure blood,

I the blood is very impure, the
bones bocome disensed; the museles
becomn enfeebled, the step loses its
elastieity, wnd there is inability to
perform the usual smount of lahor. |
The skin loses its clearness, and
pimples, blotelies and other eruptions
Rppear,

Hood's Barsaparilla makes pure
blood. Tt is positively anequaled ia
the treatment of sevofuln and other
humors, ecatarrh, rhenmatism, dvs-
pepsin, loss of appetite, that tired
| feeling. Be sure to get Hood's and |
get it today. All druggists.

Uuivergi_t_y_ Notes |

BY & margio of 10 points seatre at
the finish, the sophomore claxs of the
| university won the annual cross vouiitry
rn Vesterday afterncon on Sweetland
tield, The wile and a half course con
Wigting of six laps wround the einder
path, was run on 8 sloppy track, there

by muking it impossible to secure gomyl
time, Adided to this was the freczing
fog which hung %o low over the field
that it wus impossthle ‘to see the run-
ners while in action on the opposite
side of the track,

Relue Jacksan, winner of' first place
in Inst year's run, agein bagged the
espentinl distance for first place hon-
ors. He ran weck to neck with Vietor
Taylor of the freshmen for approximate
IV five laps, but in the final sprint suc-
ceeded in nosing out a lead of 50 foot,
With Taylor thus getting second, the
strife tor third plage between Collins
of the frosh and Stewart of the sophs
was Keen and a delight to watch, ol
ling took the homor by half o hewd's
lergih.,

Following eloge fun the rear were
Morse, Lawson and Rexford of the
suphomores who took fifth, sixth aml
saventh  places pespeetively, Chifuek
und Legge of the froshmen came in
later as did Crisp of the same class
Ctaven did not finish, Tusker of the
sophomores wans lost,

By the scoring in vogue of the race
the team qualifving in the least num-
ber af place points was the winner,
Thix gave the sophomores the speenid
winning of the Hauser Brothers' silver
trophy cup by the score of 23 fo 35,
Acvording to the terms of its donation
the cup must be won thiee dudvessive
thmes to assure perminent possession.
No tedans were entered by the upper
elasses. Coaeh R, L. Muthews was of
ficial startor awd Harold Tobie, Le
lind Austin add Arlie Walker judges
of the course,

An important amendment to the con
stitution and by-laws of the nssocinted
student body was made in Friday morn
ing's student meeting. Provision was
mude that the $100 due to the athletie
mungger for seevices rendered during
u single sclolastic yenr shonld be paid
m tertinry installments rather than in
w lonp sum wt the conclusion of the
rear, Umder the former provision the
mangper wis foreod to wait nearly a
year bofore receiving Nis romunerstion
for his services, Avlle Wallier, n gral-
nate off the 1910 vlass wail now g junior
in the oollege of liberul urts, is the
present mgnngor,

Among the many social organizations
of the enmpus is the H-A olubl of lovers
of inilidl sportsmanship in keeping with
the Willamette ideal. The moeotings of
the clul are strictly formal #nd are
held at tho diseretion of the churter
members konsisting of LeRoy Gard,
Arvid. "oterson, Chester Womoer, Mux-
well Ball, Dwight Klostor, Reine Jack-
son and Lestle Sparks, Checlers, rook
nnd sweet cider help to while uway the
hours uncondiueive to serions contety-
pation of the curriculun’s problogs,

Oue evidence of the approaching ses-
sion of' the Oregon state legislature waos
evident this week when the state hizh
way department was foreed to abandon
its committee voom headquarters ut the
dtate house. . Accommodations for the
department were secured in the science
hall of the university loented on the
northwest corner of the university cnm-
pus. Now housed on the first floor of
the buoilding are to be found the J. H.
Seott and 8. H. Probert parties of high-
way engineers, At the adjonrnment of
the legislature the otfices will be again
in their former loecation in {he state
house.

Although latent during the school
sessions, at the time of recesses and
holidays the booster power of the
Washingtonian society makes jtself of
front rank importaunce. Membership is
limited to all students and faenlty
members attending  Willametie  who
claim the state of Washington a sthotr
home state. The prganization exists
merely for advertising the varsity in
the respeetive districts represented nnd
that it is an important factor in Wil
amette oxtension work, the member-
ship of 35 is ample testimony. Charles
Rondall was elected president and Ruth
Peringer viee prosident at the meeting
Yesterday noon, A committee of three

THE WHOLE BODY |
NEEDS PURE BLOOD
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NONE BETTER
YOU'LL LIKE IT

=Butlg_elr' Njui

BREAD

PURE AND RICH
SWEET AND CLEAN

I
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howr on Washington s biethday, COR NA
Challenging o1l somers of any nation- § The personal wgt)i"u marchine
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society hns been formed amony

prominent wthletes of the varsity Which
the members hope will in time take on »

the axpects of 4 ustional organization. |
Believing that any ],-n:-:\ihl(- eundidntes
for membership shonld be given oppor-
tunity to meet the standards of the so |
clety, the members have chosen basket-
hall s the hest tester of uppropriate: |
ness for affilintion. Their array on the
gymnusiom floor consisting of Dartleft
and Gates, forwards; Booth and Tobie.
gunrds, nmt Carson, center, is sufticiont
to strike terror into the hearts of the

ghip will be a fenture of Januury 's qrh-
letie ealendar.

The latest members to pool their des

the university are Warren Booth and
Willis Vinecent. Their inintion into ful]
fellowship was a hilarious event of the
week,

FEspecially attractive to all lovers of
real Christmas frolics is the formal ses
mester joint party of the Philodosian
and Philodorian sooieties this evening
in the prganizations’ halls, Committees
have been at work for a week on the
[lans which assures an evening of care
free Jollity such as alwsys character
1zea the sovial affairs of the two sovi-
Pries,

Donalil Matthews, ex-"187 i3

at pros-
ent engaged in slashing bru n tho
rural distriet near Pratum, Oregon. Un-

der the swappy Oregon  weather  his
health is very much improved sinee
e was compelled to abandon his wni-
versity course a few weeks apo on
coint of o nervous hreakdown, In all
probability he will not resume his stud
s until next fall

Starting off the forensie segsen will
be the slebate tryvout nexny Wednesday
ufternoon of
pire to reprosent  Willamette on the
pintform this winter, The affipmarive
will be given 10 minutes for construet

buttil. The tevout will be private.
reciprocate for the favors
shown Thursday and Friday
by the large number of students attend
ing the Cherrian play, *! The Dietator,
Very favornble reports of the sterling
mwerit of the play are in circulation on

the cumpns, Of particular interest to
the upper classes was the fact that
“The Dictator’’ was seleoted to be the
anuudl junior class play thres vears
ago, but troubles over the prospestive

east und the royalty prevented its stage
ing at that time,

An enjoyable comeback to the num
erous indignities heaped upon the class
of 1818 last evening at the semestor
party by the freshman portissns was
the sonptesy beld in the corridors of
Waller hall soon atfter midnight. Fresh
men  lodgers were ousted from their
trungdle beds and compellad to sing in
honor of the sophomore class. Those
freshmen contributing -to the amuse
tent of the conquerors were Collins,
Lymau, Fayne, Coarpenter end Polloclk.

CHANNUKAH—FESTIVAL OF
DEDICATION,

The Feast of Dedieation (Channy-
kah) commences at sundown Tuesday,
December 18th, and lasts for eight days.
It celebrates the sueeessful ending of a
war against the religious tyranny, Its
predominant message, therefore, is re
ligious liberty,

In the yenr 182 befors the present
era, the Svrisn kink, Aatiochus Epi-
phanes, set up @ sfiitue of & pagan deity
in the Jewish temple of Jerusalem, and
tridedl to compel the Jews to worship it
nnd abundon their own historic fajth.

students was appointed to outline an

opponition, Initial tryouts for member-,

all men intending to as

1ve atgnment and three minutes for pe. !

How Willamette university students|month
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‘n:!mn the Jewish people proveked a bit-
ter revolt in which the Jews, led by the
fumous Judaes Mucenbens and his bro
thers, finally defeated the Syrian arn

tinies with the Philodorian society of [ies, re-entered the Temple and rededi-

{cated it s the conter of Jewish worship.
| In honor of this re-dedication, the fonst
of Chuannukah (dediention) wos estub-
lished, its cight days to be boliduys,
days of song and thuuksgiving,

The holiday 8 marked by special
proyers of thanks and psnims of praise
inserted into the daily ritual, snd by
the kindling nf the Channokeb lights
The usunl costom is to light one light
on the first day, two on the second,
three on the third, and.so on, adding
lane each suceessive doy of fonst, As to
the reason for this custom of kindling
the lights, legend tells that when Judas
| Maceabeus and hiy wietorious arimy re
(dedieated the Temple and elennsed it
{of all the impuritica of idolatry, he
found that there was only enough pure
oil to keep the porpetusl light boraing
one day, and it would be long hefare
new ol eonld be procurred. Bul mi-
raeulonsly smill amount of oil
[Ingteld for eight days, and the perpetual
éligha was not extinguished For this
L was ordained that every year
1E_i2l|l-‘ should be kindled for eight doys
{in evory houschold. 1o hecame eusto-
mary for the light to be ploced in the
Iwindowe gnd the doprwavs, so that tho
istrects of the eities be lighted up. Thus
iHn- feast came to be known also ps the
Fenst of Lights.

The Jewish dato for the beginning of
this feast is the twentv-fifth of the
of Kislew, Aecording to one

tendired I tradition, the renson that Judas selected
them by the business men of Salem was | this dite is becunse it fell exactly threa
evenings| vears after Antiochus had defiled the

| Temple; according to unother tradition
{it is heeunse that was ales the day when
i{.]'" Israelites, after bLeing delivered
Trom ]':;{_\'[ll‘ rum]-!ku} the Tabernacls
in the wilderness,

TWO ACRES OF CORN DID IT

Ed MeDonuld. one of our prosper-

{ous and enterprising farmors who lHves
[on Howell Prairie estublished a aplen-

did record from a two-acre field of corn
this year. He fattened 23 shoats for
morket ulmost entirely from the field,
commencing to feed g5 soon gs the corn
wis large enovgh to feed In the stalk.
Besides this his cattle received many
“smiles” from the fisld and te cap the
climax after secomplishing all thia he
gatherad his 1917 seod corn from tha
field. Who says corn is not & profitabla
erop 1o Oregon '—Silverton Apepal.

Distress
After Meals

TRY
HOSTETTER’S
STOMACH BITTERS

It prepares the stomach to receive food,

This effort at forcing an nliey religion

Agsisty digestion and leeps the bowels

story failed

' Owing to delayed mails

HUSBAND AND

Jane Phelpy -

to arrive.

open.
I

today’s instalment of this

It 2 oot
be here by Monday. " oxpesisg KN




