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Netherlands have not heen able to hold their own. One

of the things that will have to be overcome
dustry thrives in this country is the prejudice against
American linens. Foreign made stuff sells readily along-
gide the American produet which is left on the merchants’
shelves by the prejudiced customer.

Fiber sent from this section to
growing sections
best, and most of the experts refused at first to believe
the samples were really from America.

It is hoped this year's erop will make such a showing
as to justify the state continuing the exnweriment, for it
means much to the state, Belfast, Irelan, city of nearly
half a million population owes its existence and business
practically to flax, and there is no reason why Salem
should not be the Belfas
ideal for the handling of the erop and more than all the
water, soft and free from minerals is the very best, and
this is one of the important things in the retting of the
straw. Once demonstrated that we can produce the finest
of fiber the balance of the business of getting factories is
easy, for there is any amount of eastern capital that
would be hehind the manufacturers of American linen,
As a matter of fact the United States must make its own
linen—or go without.

experts in the flax-

The allies are bitter against the retaliatory laws re-
cently passed for the purpose of preventing the censoring
of American mails and the blacklisting and interference
with American trade and business. Japan too, is sore,
but they will have to stand it. England becomes more and
more arvogant daily and the limit has been reached in

her censoring our mails, and the overhauling of American
It is a trifle over a hundred

ships in American waters,

years since our last trouble with the old country and it is
hoped we will never have any other serious difficulties
with her. but she cannot open our mails, read and censor
our letters and interfere with out
without getting inte trouble, If it means the severance
of relations we can stand it as long ag any old place that
does not want to play with us longer,

English
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‘ Sllg‘:tt' dvopped 75 cents on the hundred pounds in
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