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WHY THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC SHOULD BUILD

The Capital Journal believes that the Southern Pa-
cific should build Salem a new passenger station with-
out further unnecessary delay.

We do not take this position because we want to make
war on the Southern Pacific company or any other cor-
poration without a just cause. This paper is not a cor-
poration hater to the extent that it would do any of them
a wanton injustice, or seek to arouse public feeling
against them in a general way, What the railroad com-
pany does that is meritorious wé are guick to commend
and feel that the company is entitled to a square deal in
all matters that concern the public and in the very nature
of its business most of its operations affect the public in,
some way. The money invested in railroads should re-
turn a dividend because as common carriers they play a|
very important part in the development of the community
and the nation at large in this day and age. Furthermore
we have a high personal regard for the men who are at the
liead of the Southern Pacific in this state and believe they
are working conscientiously to give the public an honest |
retuin for the revenues they derive from freight charges
and passenger fares. There will be those who will say
that this was not always so but it must be admitted that
railroad managements have of late years tried with a
good degree of success to get into closer touch with the
people. In Oregon this is especially true we ave pleased
to say.

These statements are made in order that this depot
question may be discussed fully and frankly.

Salem is the eapital of the state. Its people have ex-
pended large sums in street paving and other publie im-
provements. They have burdened themselves heavily in
this respect because of the pride they wished the people
of a great and growing state to feel in the city which is
their seat of government. Its business blocks and public
buildings, its beautiful homes and well-kept grounds re-
flect this ambition. It is today one of the most beautiful
capital eities in the United States, :

The Southern Pacific station and grounds are not in
keeping with the rest of the city, and they are necessarily
very conspicious and create the first impression upon new
arrivals—the only impression upon the stranger or tourist
passing through. Travelers naturally look about them as
they pass through capital cities, because they are known
of all people, even the school children ave familiar with'

_ their names and locations. The capital city of Oregon im-

presses the traveler naturally because of his view from
the train and station as unkept, run down and altogether
unimportant—and this impression is manifestly unfair
to the progressive, enterprising people of Salem.

And the people Salem have been very patient and con-
siderate in this matter, allowing matters to drift while
the business depression hampered railroad corporations
because of decreasing revenues, That period happily is
passing and our people who have seen substantial im-
provements made in smaller and less important towns,
commercially and politieally, arve chafing under a delay
that no longer seems justified by business reasons, The
railroad officials answer this demand with the state-
ment that they have not yet been able to decide upon a
suitable location for their permanent station. They have
extensive plans for the electrification of branch lines and
developments which call for a station nearer the center
of the city. They are working on these plans—have been
for years—but they are not yet fully matured. .

If these statements are true—and we do not intend to|
dispute them in the absence of evidence to the contrary—
the company we believe is making a mistake. Salem’s
new station should be on the main line, where the com-|
pany has ample grounds, and every through train should
pass through it, in justice to the city. It is doubtful if the
people would ever consent to the granting of a franchise |
that would allow the heavy traffic of the Southern Pacif icj
to pass over any of its principal business streets and un-|
der no other arrangement could a station be built in the|
center of the city, unless it were used merely for local
traffic, with the through trains still using their present
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tracks and station. It would seem a wiser thing to do for
the company to make its permanent improvements on the

| present site, and later when the electrification plans are|

all worked out and it is felt that a fight must be made
with competitors for local passenger traffic to locate such
a station in or near the business district. This could be

43¢ | done at a small additional outlay.

These suggestions are made because the people of
Salem do not want to wait another decade for big rail-

station of which they are not ashamed and for which
they do not have to apologize. Further than this they
want a main-line station from which all the people passing
through may gain a right impression of the real Salem—
the beautiful capital city, of homes, and schools and
churches, of attractive parks and public buildings, of

‘road plans to work out hefore they are given a l‘aih'nadi As At Home '

| business blocks in keeping with the spirit of progress.

Why shouldn’t the Southern Pacific company do its
part, and join hands with the people in the building up
Salem, a live ecity which contributes more to its
revenues than any other community between Portland
and Sacramento? By doing it the company will retain
the good will and friendship of our people; by a policy of
indifference and delay they will lose it.

THE LOGANBERRY EXPERIMENT

This is Loju weather with a vengeance. The big ber-|

ries are ripening faster than the pickers ean handle them
and at the Loju factory long strings of teams wait to un-
load the hig boxes of Oregon’s famous berries. Late into
the night and as soon as it is light, the elevator is running
a stream of berries into the vats and still they come.

It is no strange sight to Salemites to see twenty or
more teams waiting to unload and get back to the big
patches after more of the erimson juiced berries that are
bearing the vines to the ground with drink, in the mak-
ing, such as Bacchus never even dreamed of.

the other day, the necessity of experimenting all the time
to discover the produets that will bring the biggest re-
turns and the fruits or field crops that are best adapted to
the valley and conditions. A few years ago the logan-
berry was not heard of, and up to last year when the
manufacture of Loju was begun, was not considered as
of any especial value. This has changed and it is taking

its place as one of the most profitable crops of the valley. |

If the taste of the public does not change there will be un-

limited market for not only the Loju but the berry dried

or otherwise prepared. It was an experiment that proved
suceessful,

-

The Capital Journal is printing once a week a “Home
Industry Page,” containing the advertisements of a con-
siderable number of Salem firms which produce goods for
publiec consumption, The chief value of this page to the
advertiser lies in the belief that it will, or at least it
should, awaken Salem people to a realization of the fact
that they have many manufacturing enterprises already
located here—more than most of them realize.

information before them it is the duty of every resident

of this city and the trade area surrounding it to give
these local coneerns and the goods they produce at least
a squarve deal when they are making purchases. They
ought to go further than that and give them the prefer-
ence whenever possible, because in this way alone can
thege enterprises succeed, since most of them must begin

in a small way, relying upon local patronange largely at,

the start. We need industries with their payroils that our
people may be employed at remunerative wages and it
seems to us that the best way to secure these payrolls is
to take the best possible care of the industries we already
have and assist them in every possible way to grow into
larger eoncerns, That is why we hope Salem people will
read the home industry page and come to feel an interest
in the concerns which are making Salem-made goods for
the markets,

The Commercial Club reports Wednesday right

'showed the free camp grounds at the state fair grounds

were well patronized by tourists, who, it was estimated,
had spent §1,000 in the city. It was also shown that the
club is in good financial condition. This being the case
would it not be the proper thing to see that Mr. Sutton
was paid for his work in cleaning up, arranging and
caring for the camp ground? It is claimed the publicity
department made an agreement with him for doing this
work, and that from some cause he has not been paid.

In blushing diffidence and innate modesty William
Sulzer is far from being at the head of the class. Yester-
day, addressing the prohibition convention, at St. Paul,
he said among other things: “The more you know about
me the better you'll like me.” This might be classed as
introspection turned inside out. He also remarked that
under some circumstances he might get more votes than

Hughes or Wilson. This indicates the most cheerful
political optimism.
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