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THE MEXICAN SITUATION

History iz making rapidly down about the Rio Grande
and the Muse in charge of the making of it is running on
high, with the brakes swinging loose. The situation has
gone from had to worse, until the worst is at hand, Just
what it will be will be known probably within forty-eight
hours, possibly much less than that.

The latest digpatches last night showed the border
ablaze with excitement, and the wires between Washing-
ton and General Funston's headguarters working over
time. Up to that time the only reports concerning the
battle, if it can be called that, between the Ameriean
detachment and the Carranza forees in which there were
anumber of deaths on each side, were from Mexiean
sources, and therefore utterly unveliable, though one of
them was to the effect that the attack was made on the
Américans because they had not obeyed orders not to
travel in any divection exeept toward home, and that it
was made by order of General Obregon, the Mexiecan
secretary of war, The other veports deny this and lay
the blame for the trouble on the Americans.

Of course no one believes this latter story, for it dees
not square with the Mexican's statement that the troop-
ers were lured into an ambuseade where machine guns
were concedaled, and wheve the fight took place. It is not
reasonable to suppose the troopers would get into such
a place for the purpese of making an attack.

At Washington, word from Generval Pershing, or some
other reliable American sonree is awaited, for on this
depends what acétion will be taken. Tf, as seems probable,
the Mexicans deliberately attacked the American troops
but one result can follow, and that is war. Indeed, the
dispatches yesterday indicated that the officials at
“’nshingtnn had httle hr']w af any other termination of
the incident.

'“l'l' |?ll’|li[|':\lillh.- unim.[ 06 are further lrl'unf li‘l;ll l}li.‘%
18 expected. The militia i being rushed to the bovder as
rapidly as possible and thousands of horses and mules are
being purchased for use by the army. The militia is to
be used ostensibly along the border to prevent further
raiding, but it will be “handy™

From the orders given vesterday to move the national
guard of Missouri, Kansas and California, it may be ex-
pected that the Oregon contingent, being ready, will be
among the next to follow to the front. While we are
preparing the Mexicans ave equally busy. Yesterday's
reports were to the etfect that 25000 had enlisted in one
state alone, and that at all points in the countiey reernit-
ing was being earried on.

Of course, there can be hut one ending to the war, and
that is the speedy defeat of the Mexicans, The first real
battle will ¢hange the Mexican opinion that the gringos
will not ﬁ(:‘.'lt. There should be but one o two real halt-
tles, and the vest will be a guerilla war, a chasing of small
bands through the mountains and a sturving of these into
submission, This will tuke time, but if we start in the
job will be done thoroughly, go that it will leave o lasting
umpression and will not have to be done over again,

Carranza has been trying to enlist the South Amer-
ican republics on his side, but it seems they understand
him better than this country did, for they objected to hig
being recognized in the fivet place, and have but little
sympathy for him now. At tl
cause a cooling of the friendship being formed with ou
southern neighbors, but the settlement of the affair and
the handing back of the country, elesned and repaired,

in ease of need,

e Sane tome i i;-. !].’lh:l‘ Lo

it to a substantial government, will perhaps vemove in
5".[! great part this feeling. Whether it will or not, it is teo
i late now to take into consideration any eéxtraneous mat-
i ters, for the first job is to clean out and then elean up
Ii f Mexico.

i WHEAT CROP ESTIMATES
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The government crop sharps estimate the wheat erop

in the United States this year will he 296,500,000 bushels
lighter than the crop of 1915.

This shows pretty close

figuring, ov they would have lumped the decresse at a

¥ pound 300,000,000 bhushels.

'be as high as a

. At the same time estimates
of the world's crap show a falling off from 1915 of 20

per cent. Thig would place the total yield for the world 3

for the year at S T4.000,000)., At the same time the
United States and Canada are eredited with a surplus of
100,000,000 bushels, even with this decrease, Argentine,

India and Australia increase this to 700,000,000: and be- .

sides there is still a big surplus remaining from last vear.

On top of this still, is the unknown quantity in Russia

where there is undoubtedly a large surplus from last yvear
owing to her inability to reach the markets. With the
ending of the war or the beating of the Turks, this sur-
plus whatever it may he, would be thrown on the world's
market and would have a material effect in regulating

prices, From the present outlook, with a 20 per cent fall-

ing off in produetion it looks as though prices would not
present,

Mrs. John Jacob Astor married yvesterday to
Karl Dick, a multi-millionaire, Her first hushand John
Jacob Astor IV, who went down with the Titanie, had
settled $8,000.000 on her before marriage, and in his will

was

left her the income from $5,000,000 so long as she re- the

mained his widow. Evidently she did not consider the
honor worth the cost, and so she forfeited an income of

about $1L,000 a day. The new eouple, however, can man-'*

age to serimp along. It was of such marriages that John
(3. Saxe in deseribing marriages generally, wrote:
“1 waive the case, the barren case of those
Wha have no hearts to barter, or to loge.
Whose wedded state is but a bargain made
In due accordance with the laws of trade,
When the prim parson joins their willing hands
To marry city lots to western lands,
Or in connubial ecstacy to mix
Cash and collateral ten per cents, with =six:
(Or in the holy bonds of Hymen, locks
Impassioned dollars with enamored stocks---

Hearts such as these can play the queerest pranks |

But never break---exeept with breaking banks.”

The Oregonian diseussing the interest other nations

might have in an Ameriean-Mexican war suggests that *'"

the Central allies might be benefitted some hy the fact
that we would use a part of the munitions now going to
the allies and thus deprive them of a portion of

plies of this Kind they have been receiving from this

country. That sounds plausible at first glance, but with|, .

the situation analyzed there is nothing to it, The amount
of munitions used in the whole war with Mexico, if the
accounts from Ewrope are anywhere near correct, will
not equal one day's supply at Verdun. It-would be a
negligible quantity.
comes to an open break, there will'be but little artillery

fighting, Most of it will be infantry and cavalry, and the|

munitions used will be rifle size,

Mexican Ambassador Arredondo called upon Secvetary
Lansing yvesterday, to inform him that Carranza had no
intention of going to war with the United States on ac-

count of either the American note or the Carrizal fight.| ™"

Now if he could persnade Unele Sam to feel the same way

about it, his side whiskers might feel much easier in his| e fof

mind over the outlook. He is in much the same position

as the man who owned a dog that without provocation|

sent his teeth into a man’s leg and received a mighty kick
therefor. “What did you kick my dog for? he isn't mad!”
said the owner, “Of course he isn’t mad,” was the answer:
“He had nothing to get mad about, but I'm mad."”

Four companies of Idahp passing through
Pendleton on the way to the concentration camp at Boise,
secured twenty recruits in
buckaroo eity.

troops

|
1€S8

organizing a troop of cavalry, and the twenty jumped

the Idaho company in a minute to join it. Anything that

has a horse connected with it, is guaranteed to cateh the
Pendleton Round-up fang. No dough boys for them when
the hurricane deck of an Oregon cayuse is a possibility.

That was a kind and thoughtful act the taking of a |

hundred pairs of blankets to the boys of Company M at
Clackamas Wednesday night and one the boys will not
forget when they are down on the border and recalling

the pleasant things in far off webfoot, wherve the milk 0%

is produced from a cow instead of a can and the water
is not so hard that it has to be “broken” before it can be
used. The first night out will he one long to be remem-
bered, and the memory of it will be the more ])!1’:15:1!'!! as
those much needed blankets arve recalled,

One difference between the fighting probable in Mex-

ico, and that going on in Europe is that across the pond o

the contesting armies dig in, while it is pretty certain
that the Mexicans at least after the first fight or two,
will “dig out.”
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2 AR AN IO B S St n “Sonie .-'ii_u_}it." I said, “T'll bet a lcg, & yegoman will
f=n eriliiue 1 It v . l."hli‘l:l_ ht-l’v to .\t-gg I'hn_'- I);i,l)t__*i's li:lil\' ;i”-ing -El li.ll!' nf
! t I iryation h‘.t['g'!:n':; who have 5““'*—"-l men's kale, [ GIUHIIL prrapose to

be despoiled of eoin for which I've slaved
and toiled, and I shall buy myself a gun,
and ammunition by the ton.” 1 bought the
weapon, and each night, while [ was sleep-
Ing, snug and tight, it lay beneath my pil-
low slip, in easy reach for instant‘grip.
One night I heard a cautious tread some-
where adjacent to my bed. “At last” I
thought, “a burglar’s come, and he will find
his luck is bum.” Then dimly T beheld a
shape. “My friend,” I mused, “there’s no
ol & Fighter &w - eseape.” That shape T drew a bead upon,
= and fired, and then my Uncle John sent up a yell that
i fers Tromm shook the shack, for I had plugged him in the back.
Around his bed the nurses sit, and sav he's better now a
bit; the doctor’s exercised his skill—-and 1 will have to
foot the bill. Now I appeal to evervone, “Sav don’t vou
want a first rate gun?” ' -

FAREFE R RER K K E ok kR
E OPEN FORUM 5
Bk K kR ok ok ok ok ok R K R ok %
WHY NOT ORGANIZE A

SALEM CITIZEN COMPANY
FOR PREPAREDNESS"

Always Watch This Ad——Changes Oi;te_n

e il b - dd-b
e Y

P OUD U 4
R e = S, 4

Vi drv that : nent ' y, A ; ' t Y il
W A . i . A it twn @ ‘ -, 1 \~. .' our : St::ctl_v -:ni.-ec!._n:;ht. square deal and highest prices for all kinds of
= e : Lot early todav By H0r i e waps g ks " ke e Y i junk, metal, rubher, hidea and furs. I par 8%¢ per pound for old mge
T Ve o ) : e S5 . j_. o 1\ 14"" " Big mock of al! gizes second hand incubators All kinds corrugated
b b Froweh g | v in his po more men be neaded. |$ lron for both roofs aad bulldings Roofing paper aad second hasd
o \‘ nile ety y e ] j e ps anaized : loolenm,
. rl ..- = = ballet o LTl - L} A Tl I sl (4 { eded SN :
- 2 T o e J A simni 1 suve|$ B -3
= SO L juin, & voustesr regimout uad save ¥ H. Steinback Junk Co. — i
JHEVE A oL ik oL poi ket - tesching them, ; 3 4 The House of Half & Ml ain
i. A rambieg  letter, aliieessed (‘ Let the Capital Journal New Today| There are several i b iuaiad .
fev, dahn Timothy Stone. pastur of o Column put yeur dollars on the Hght ' sonld capinie and irill 02 North Commaercial 88, Paon
fashilinabte Chleagn clinreh This W1 traak, ' Men “::I.. _-,l ..,, | sérvive h, U)ottt bbbt bdddbd i ad . o o,
R e e e g s D S T T TPV

]




