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get them, there have heen some that on every oceasion see

the dread Hobson vision materializing and want to seek

cover.
' The truth is Japan is a wisely governed country, and
its people devoted to the vietories of peace rather than oY
war, They are good fighters, but they are not quarrel-
some and are not hunting trouble. The people know, as
does the Mikado and the wise statesmen with whom he
has surrounded himself, that Japan's future lies not in
the conquests of war but in the industries of peace.

Her's ig an industrious, thrifty people; a race but a
century ago in a condition of semi-barbarism, and
isolated From the world, [t was Amériea that broke down
| the bars with which the Japanese surrounded their coun-
try and brought them in touch with the world. In the
hundred years since they have made astounding progress,
and taken rank as a world power,

This has been done not by aggression and conquest
hut by the arts of peace. In all that time Japan has had
fewer wars than almost any nation; that with Russia in
1904 being the principal one, If she had wanted to indulge
in a war of expansion the decadent condition of Spain
and the tempting bait of the Philippines would have lured
her into war td acquire them long ago.

Just now there arve those who fear Japan will interfere
between Mexico and this country. They overlook the
fact that it would be the most utter madness for Japan o
deliberately go to war with this country over any question,
let alone one in which she has no interest.

They overlook the still more imporvtant fact that if
Japan was looking for worlds to conguer she has at her
doors a vast country, which while containing nearly one-
third of the population of the world is practically de-
fenseless.

That she is seeking an outlet for trade with this big,
helpless neighboy is true. That she may sometime be
forced to intervene in China just as we are about to do In
Mexico is also true. The conditions may become similar,
But it can be set down as a fact that if over-crowding of
her tervitory causes her to seek an outleét for her con-
gested population that that outlet will be in Asia, not in
the Americas.

True Mexico is about the only country on the Western
hemisphere that would permit her any liberties, and this

only on account of diglike for Americans. At the same
time if she sought a hald on the western continents she
would not have to fight the United States alone but pan

America,

Besides, Japan most neavly stands for the same things
in the Orient that the United States stands for in the
Occident. She wants peace for herself and her neighbors,
the opportunity to develop and become prosperous, to be a
happy und eontented people at peace with all the world.
On top of this she is struggling with a tremendous load
result,

and war with any nation, no matter what the

| would mean inereased obligations, & doubling of the load
A she is alveady earvying, Still on top of all this Japan has
Y shown hersell a stidet observer of her duties to the world,
‘ i : she holds her promises cacred, and she has a high con-
J'HE ception of national honor and o keen desive to keep her
1 reputation unsulled among the nations. If the seary ones
! could get it into their minds that Japan has about as
i ginister designs on this country as we have on Japan,

g1 their sleep might not be so badly disturbed,

o
| W. J. Bryan told 10,000 persons attending the open-
" 1 ing of the chautauqua at Shawneg, Oklahoma, yestevday,
W ‘ that “if we have to take Mexico, it will be in the performi-
']‘I . ance of a solemn duty to humanity.” At last he has said
I'i something which our big neighbor, the Oregonian, can
j! heartily indorse,
i
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Whatever condition of preparedness the balance of
the country i8 in, the Mexican imbroglio has demon-
strated that the railroads are prepared for anything that
may be required of them. It is something of which the
whole country should be proud,

The Salem Commercial Club is Chesterfieldian in its
politeness, It gravely apologized to Superintendent
Campbell for speaking disrespectfully of the Southern
Pacifie depot. Can urbanity go further?

A dispateh yesterday carrvied the alarming statement

that the Mexican navy was concentrating off’ the south- \y oy L and by his anarchist
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Insurance companies evidently think there is danger
to life in Mexico. They have raised the rate on milizig-
men going across the border, demanding an extra £0
premium.
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The situation in Mexico, is assuming real warlike
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proportions; it has reached the “deleted by the censor”,
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