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8 —The maofe T think the more des-
purnle does our position seem. 1 see
o possible Bope of our return. (€
thofe were & DI e poap the sdge
i Lhe platean wo might drop g return
lwilge noross, but there Is none witlin
neye yards.  Our unlsd strength cookil
nol oty a ek which woull werve

e parpose, The rope, of course, 14
fur too shoet thiat, we opuhl descund
be it No, onr posltlon la hopalesa—

Iherimelegal

CHAPTER XIl.
Penstrating Maple Whita Land.
S0 tow we had to deciile upon
oue immedlate movements, We
shiftml our position from smoos
the tivk alen bodhes until we
ome to & small clonelng thlekly sur-
sounted By teees upon all sidied, Mlhere
wore gome Mot slnls of rock (o the Cen-
ter, with an exceiiont wall dlows by,
ol Ihere wis Wil Ino eleanly eonfort
whiile we miide our fest plapy fop (L
lhyasion of this new country. Birds
wore enlllog among the foliage, espe-
windly ong with w pecnline whooping

ery which was new to us, but besond
thesy sounds thers were no signs of
it

Qe Aest oare wias 1o make some sort
il IS0 of owh own slored, g6 (hat wae
gl know whal wo bad 1o wiy wpon
Wihint with e (hings wa hod onre
delvpd Drought owp sod those whidh
b b sent acrons n e rope we
e Fadvly well supptiod, Mokt lw
poctaat of wll, In view of the dangers
v lieh might surround o, we il onr
roue eifles mod LR ponnds; dlen 8
wholgun, bul not more than 1060 gl
i peliet eurteldpes, oo the tatter of
iwavisions we ool enongh (o [ast for
waveral wooks, with p sumclinioy of
tapece sl n lfow  selentilie lmple
annls, Inclwling w large teleseope aud
W good Delilgloe. Al these things wa
collected togothor I the oleariig, and
i o Oest precomdon we cut down with
adie Balehat wind Kolvis o niudler of
thodny Dushes, which we pHlal round
fa ¢hecte somn Bfteen yards 1o dbgm
elsr. T'His wan 10 be onir headgunriers
for e thwe—-our place of  refoge
AU slelen deigor and e gnind
liiene for oue gtorss ol Ohnllenger
e o leg) LE

Whe peactfal penetration of Maple
White Land, whilvh we enlied the new
eolibry, was e predsiog subject be
fore s, We il the evidence of our
A eves thind the place was Inhabitad
T B0 unkaown coenloves, mnl There
wpan Lhat of Maple White's sletchionk
o Mhowy LR mods deeadiul and dan
KErony  wonsters might g wppeir,
That (bere might also prove to e
Iffan pecapants nnl thot they were
all o mievalent chprnoter wis  Sug
pested by e sleleton lmpalisd upon
e bmmboos, whilel conlid not lve gl
there tind It not beew  dropped from
wove.  Onr slimallon, steandisd wirh
pusslbllity of pasnpe In auih 8
Hd, wad clenrly Pl of danger, nod
el uany lndursed  overy  Hionsire
of enntion which Lond Jolin's expurd
eode coull sugeent.  Yeou It wis surely
Souppeousible That wee whonld i dn (e
wlge of Wils world of myalery when
M Yery souly wers tlouting with
joflenee to pital forward and fo pluek
the hienrt Moo 1L

Wo phoerefore Llooked [hie onfrages
o ol ma el by Wilog 1 np with sey.
Al Hheny Teosliey andd et one chmip
Seltt thie sarea entloely. sureoinded by
Chin protoseiing bedge,  Wa 1lien slowly
el et lonsly. set forrth [t the wo
Woown, Tollewiog Ve covese of e 1t
e Whewime whiloh fowold  Feota  one
nd H oshonlil alwoys seeve an
wa n gulde on our return

aiil

i

Wil

Hurdly Wil wis stoetedd whoh we
cne nceoed Mland that these were (n
el wWorlees - awhliing s ALt o

o buadred gands of thick forest oon
tainitg maoy trees which were guiie
iinowa b e but which Smmmor
Paie, el s bhe Dotandst of the pir
I, rovonbed ws forws of conifera
nild af cpomillpcoatis plantd whicly have
bvg pasmsell away o The world below,
v sitereld 8 peglon whersd (e sttegm
e Uleapng ol ko) Forgied o conslterabile

Wi Suddendy Lol Jolid, whi wis
walklng fOest, bslbed  whiti  wplifged
Il

Faoolc o viis]™ wald due, Ity Cipgo

Phoik nust e Phie Benll of thy father of |

@l inds

Ab o iots Higee
twiprintod Ia the soft wad before an
e greabnees, wlnlever It woay, hwd
orostn) (e swampe gnd bad pnssed o
Into e Forest,  We all siopiesd 1o sx
bt EBat  totistious apoor. M Ot
wone bideed w bind-and what anlnl
ot bssve suol pomprele Y1ty fooy was
Moo mauel Targer I mn asieiel's (e
Ws Wtlight opan the snme heale miust
Iry earsinin. Lot Jobitn looke) eniger
te woopd Nl aod slppsd two onr
widiges Into Wik elophant pan

S st Ke puy good e os i shikaee
roc bbb, Uthat the track I ow
Tl o, Tha crealvite has it fuse
ol ten miniies.  Louk bow the water
fu wbill oothng loto et deeper peied
1y Joavp! Roee, hero Me the miprk of o
Pk onst"

Aure covugh, mualloe tracks of the
Mo geperhd feran were rannlng e

M o Lhe lnlmw
py g

tonil teack was

‘ “But what di you make of thisY
el Professor Snmimeriee telamphant-

We Observad Them at Our Lelsure
Iy, polnting o what fooked ke the
lpggee et of w Ave Oogersd homan

T oo appencing amang (e thve toml

| Haris
| "Wealden!" crled Challenger o ub
eentiay,  “1'veé scen them ly the Weal

M elay. 16 B a0 eretuee  wallhog
prett pan thres tosl Feel Al iy
donnlly puthing ong of s Ove Bagered
foropaws npon the groumd. Not o bied,
my dedr Roxion—unol g bind '

A benst Y

SN0 reptile-a alindan e
vlsg conld  bave left such o
They purzlid o worthy Sugsey doctor
woIme ninety years pego.  Bob who o
tim worklil cotihl Doged — naped -
(0 linve seen n shght e 1o

Ty warda il awoy tnto g whisper,

Nothing
Lewa ke

tHaye

] we all wtood I mokloaless gunes-
tent.  Mollaw g the tracks, Wi lsad
left the woraws wid possed Through
al brashiwoed wnil Hao
Vi wes an ofen ghivde, paed Do dlils

T LU U v

wore fve of ths mist estriordiinry
creatures that 1 bave over sSpen
vronghlog down smooyg (e bosles,

we almervsd (hem ml onre lelsice.

There were, ud 1 sy, fve of thém,
two belig mbubis and thres soang ones,
in o mise Lhey DT R O Liven
Ll Dnbles were gy Dlg as elophnois,
wiille the two lurges Otes wery far Le-
votl all credtures | hiye ever seon.
Cher Dasd winte colored  slin, which
wis sonled iy n Iinrd's wid shim:
mered whers the sun shione upon .
AL Myve were sitiing up, bplanciog
themselves npon thelr brond, powerful
vkl o thole boge (heee o] Blind
fedt, while with thele smnll Ove o
ered Peont et they pullisd down the
brnnches opan which they browsed. |
o ot koow (lat Tean belog thele ap.
erennee ome to yol hetier thag by
wrging LAME thay Jooked ke wfistrons
Kahgaroos; fwenly feet lo longth, and
with skins ke binck oroeod led

Wie wikw he slibimmerlog dlaty gleam
of thelr skina betwoen the tren tronks

wora

il thide bowids andointing high above
the birnshwoind, Haey vanlsied
Feom’ oir Wlght

I 1ooked wt my comrades. Lond Jobin
wos standing at gree. with bis Hoger
otk The trigger of Wis sloplimat gun, his
viger luter's woul shinlng from his
What would b not
for one sweh head to place Dot ween
the Iwo cressed ones aliave the may
felpleee fo by wbuggery wt the Allsny!
Aid yet hils reason beld didm 1o, fop all
onr explorutlon of the wotnders of il
unknown  land  depediled _ppon one
prestpes bolng coucenled from s o

b i) (TR

fleree ool iive

habidtants.  The two professors were
In slient pesingy,  In thely excipement
they  bad uncansclously  selesd  ench

gl by the hand wapd stood like two
littlte chiltran In the
warvel,  Challenger's

]II'l‘NI‘tH'I‘ uf 1]
D hsd
Mp It m Belpdile smtle wnd Sammer
anrlinde Puvo soltenling for the
miment fnto wonder aud reverenee.
UNpe dmadtels!® be ol we dest
What will they say o England of
this ¥

My denr Summertes 1 will tell you
wWithe great condence exnetly  whal
they will say In Englamd” sald Chal
lhger.  “Thiy will say that you ars
no fnfernnd Hae nud nosolentite chinrin
tan, exackly o you aud others said of
e

“In the face of photogesphs ¥
“Faked, Summeries!  Clumsily ak
w1t

“In the faee of wpecimens ¥

SAN, thete we may bave them! Ma
fome and his Wlihy Pleet siivet crew
miy e all yelping our praises yer
Aukust the h—the day W saw Hye
Hye bpvnsiodons (oo glude of Maple
White Ll it it down ln yout
ey, oy vouog Cebnd, wid send It
your me"

At b rowdy tooiet the tie wnd bf
the edinarial Toot e retnrn' sall Lo
Jolin,  “Thingd ook & bit diferent
from_ the [iltude of Toudou, youiy

ek

liw's

who pever telly hls ndventores, for lw
ran't hope 1o be betleved  Who's to
blatne thein? For this will seem » bit
of ® drents to obrselves o a month or
pwo. What did you say they were?"

Tgunuodops" wahl Binpmerles, “Yon
will find thelr foodmarks all over the
Hastlngs sanids in Kent and In Sussex,
T'he south of Eugland waw nilve with
them wheo there woas: pleaty of good
sl green stull 1o Beepr them going
stifittons  have changed, aml  the
bensts digd, Hene I spems that the
rugditions lwve not changed, auwd the
[wedsts have Lye]”

CIF aver we et ot of thin alive |
it have a head with me," sald Lopd
lohn. *“Lond, how some of that Soma
[nd Ugupdn  crowd  would
Benutiful pea green IF they saw (! |
don't Know what you chaps Yhlak, bt
it ateikes me that we are on mighty
[0ln fee all this thoe"

It wus destluml that on this very
morning—our st In e e conniry
were to fil ot whnt sirauge
hzards tay nround s Tt wos a lonth
e mdventire wid one of which |
e to think. 1 s Lotd Jolin sabil,
e ghinde of the fguunodops will re
ndn with us oy a dream, then sorely
the swawrp of the prevedactyis will for
ever be onr nlghtmare, Lot fe® il
down exactly what osturred,

Wao passed very slowly through the
woiile, parily Decanse Lowod  Hoxton
neted pa weopl Defore He winl] et us
ilvanee und partly becanse wl pvery
wecond step one Or other of our profes
rs would full, with n cry of woniler,
Detiipy some flower up [psoect which pre
sl Do WIth n onew Evpes We may
fnve tenvirlad Ewo or thiree wiles in nll,
Kepplug to the right of the lloe of fhe
gLrein, whiey we chme dpon n consid
orbily opeulog 1o the trees. A bell of
Brttmlswaimd Jed up foa tingle of rocks
't whole platean with
Wi werd wialklpg slirwly to

L

9

wni sitrown

TR (] [
watd these roblos, nopg By which
resit el over e walits, when we he
ramie nware of o strange, low gulibling
widd whistling® sonnd, whifch O0hsd the
e with a eonsinnt nd ap
el oo come Frain somie st bl ine
illitely befors s, Lowdd dobn bield up
faiw Bnnd am w slgnul for us te stop, wnd
e made Nl way awiftlv, stooplog sm)
rimndng, 1o e Hoe of rocks, YWe siw
him pesp over thet aod glve a gestune
of nmomement.  Then he stosd stariog
ne A Forgetiing us, so utterly silraniced
what e saw, Flonlly e
wavedd ws b owme on, holding ap his
bapid ng m slgnnl fareantlop, iz whols
Lering made e feol that soimsthing
cory wonderful
fore s
Creeping to his shile, we looked over
thie povkd,  The place Iite which we
EOked wWas A pAE aua uy v the edety
ss bve been oie of thie staller vol
eanie blowholea of the platenti It was
oo | slinpred, mod op Uhe Boltam, some

elnioy

viks he Dy

bt i pgerous, luy be

hundreds of yards from where we lay
witte poaly of groot setimtiied, sha gl
witter, fringed  with  bollvostios It
wid i welrd plnee 1o Hselr, Dul Its o

Cupants mule U sesie DIKe w o seene
fromm the "Seven Clivies of bante.
The pluce wok o rooltery of prerodne.
twld, Phere wete humdeads, of Hiem

cubgregntel withlo view, AN the tan
tom urea wround the water edge wan
Ve with (hede youug ones aml with
Bldeous mothprs broolling  upon  their
leathery. yellowlsh § From thia
orawling, Mapplng muss of anelisg. rep
Mlan Nfe cnme tha shooking <lpmor
which mbd the wlr and the mephitle
horritile, musty odor which turned i
all.  But above, porehwil each upon
ltw own stone, tall, gény dml withprsd
| more Nke dedd and delsl speclmens
| than actoal Hving creamures, sat the
Horribla tosles, shsolntely  motionlesa
aave for the ralilng of thell red eyes o
na ocenslonn]  suap of  the  raltrap
benkis as w deagon Ay went past then
Thele hpge membrniony wings were
dJosidl by folling thelr Fordacins, so
tht they =at Wie ghantle old women
wruppid I Wldeens  weh  owlored
| alinwis, nnd with §helr feroclous heads
neotridiog  whoye Larkges and
wmall, not thin n thotsand  of
| thise Aty ¢rentured uy In the hllow

the

liras

| Defore s

CHAPTER XIH,

A Prihistariec Tragady.
HALLENGER, Lent upon oy
| Ing sotte polnt widch Sutinber

{ (R [T thrust hi

hend over the Pocl and peaely
| bronght destesatlon tpon ts nil Taan
Isiant The nelwrvst minle guve n abirill
whisthing ery nud dappest His 1wenty
foor Bpan gf lenthery witlgs wd 10 solre
ed up Into the a'r

“Make for the worsd anld Keop togoth
et eried Lond John, cinbbling: his rife
“The Lrogtes mossn mlaohief

The wotent We nitemptod o rodtoeat

eonlpsiml,

the circke Slomod Lo Npmin G it thie

The Circle Clossd In Upen Us

fellah I‘.IJ')'_III_ll._']”It‘I'I?'H many nowsn |

furg, &

Ll OF the whngs of those nearest to s
nesarly toushed our faces. We beat at
them with the stocks of our guns, but
there was pothipg solld or vulnerable
to strike, "Then suddenly out of the
whitazing, slate gulored clrtle o long
neck shot out amd o flerce beak mnde
A thrust st us.  Anotber and another
followel Summerlve garve a ery il
put bls Band to his fece, from which
e llvnl wis streamivg. 1 felt a prod
al the back of my neck opd turned diz
2y with the shock, Choallenger e,
und ns 1 stobped (o plek blm ap 1 wag
upein sirnck from belind sl dropped
ot the top of i, At the sawe lnstant
I beard the erash of Lond Johin's ele
phout gun and, oullng up, saw ong of
the erelinres with o hroken wing steag:
gl upws the grotind, spltting and
gurgling at us with w wite opened henk
and bioodshot, gopgind exes, like some
davil ln 4 musligesal pleture,  1ts com
railes Ll fown bigher ot the sudden
sotind ungd wepe clecling above

UNow™ etied | Lond John, “pow for

i

s,

oge lves

We dlaggerid throtugh the bmsk
widd und even aa we reached the trees
thie harples wore on s aguin, Sumw
tittes was knogeked down, bhig we ook
Lk i awd fished smong the trunks
imive there we wore safe, for those
huge wings bmd ne space for thele
KWieop lepenth the branches, AR we
mped honesward, cadly winled. and
dieomited, we siw thot for g limg
tme fdylog st a great height ngainst
the deep blue sky ubove oor hogds
sofcing rouml And round, po Heger
e wiondd pligeons, with thele (O 1 L]
doubit stil followlng our progress. At
Inxt. bowoever, s we roneloesd Pl thick
or waoodd They gave B the clikse, aim)
W saw Lhem ng more

A okt Interestiog and convinelne
vapierience.” sald Clntlenger aa  owe
lfned biside the birsol wind e bathied
g swellen ke, “We sre exception
iy well Infortmed, Stmmerles, as to
thir habits of the enraged ploradaetyl ™

Summorlos wns wiping the blosd
Crom s cut Tu s forelead, whille 1 was
Iying up & pusty stab lo the mosele of
e peek,  Tord Johp bod the shoaldey
of Lis coul torn mway, but the cres
Lire's tedth wd onls grazed the fesh

"It Is worth notioe,” Chullinger con
thyed, “that our joung feiend bhas re
eolvedl an undoubited stab, while Lord
detin's coat eotld only have been torn
by a hlte, Tn my own ewse, 1 vay
B ton whout {he ﬁl all by thelr wings
ao vee limve bad oo renorkable exhibl
o of thelr various metliods of of
(LUTET

it
1ves,

s heen
.-Ilil.l

Pouch and 2o o Oy
Lond Jolin gravely, “und

I eonld not (Hink of 8 mors rotran 'sort
of denth than Lo B oniedd by such
by vermin: 1 Wa
ritle, but, by Jove, thore wus no great
cligleg "
‘e
Wado't”
“IL sy

BOrry o five my

linte I
anviction
Larm,' =ald  he
“Aming theds must be
iy frvo, siiteknge ot
falling teees which wonld e Jusi Tike
ther soupd of & 2upn. But pow, 1F Lon
wre of my opdrbon, we have had thellls
euotigh For o day amd hed best get
bacle oo fhe surglal Dox nt the enang
Toi some onrbolle,  Who kuows whal
verom these oasls iy have bn Chelr
hideaus Jaga?”

Theat olghd Comr thitd o Maple White
Bty wee had g experience  whieh
left a fearfiol  lmpression npon
mionds nod mude us thankiol 1liny Lorid
Joly hiwd worked go bard In making
OHE - peeeat  lpaognatde,  We  were
all aleeplig roundd mie dylog fire When
we wore sropsed, o, eathor T shoold
oie wlumbers, iy g
relghit il crles

sliould not he yul)
sodd b, Wit
i iy
those  Woods

Kl Otneks

whot out of
ilopssiom of (et
and sereamd to whieh 1 hove
Hatotied I Koo o somend to whilcl
I could vompare (lils nmaxing tomuli,
whivh seomold to come From suine spot
withlu 4 litjdred yunls of our
camp. It Wis nsoear splitiing fs fpy
whistle of a milway ""“'1“" Lt where
us the whistle s n clear, mechonlenl
ahirepy odgid sl 1his was fue deep
er lo vilume and vibennt with the ot
termpait stralne of Agony and Borror
We clapped onr hands 10 our ears to
Al ot thint perve shnking appeal
Al sweat Droke ont over wy Doy,
atid my Dot taroed glele gt the misery
of it M thie Wong of tortined e, ol
LRI LT T fmbictoent  of  Wgh
Dsevon, A fnmninornlde SJorrows, s

any,

oy

sy

ol 1o by ceptered pad condensed nta
that cae drenidful, agonlzed vry, Al
hem wndier (hbe Wlghe pitehed, thiging
sugmd there was auotler, more Toler

miitent, a luy e dhedim] lnolly, a
wrowiing, i e guregle of werriment
Whieh Tortoe ) o grolesque seonmpinl
ment o the shivlel with which it was
lembsl For thees o four mingres
o gl ths feprsome et Conriped
WO 0 Phe olinge fnsthal with the
visting of starthat Wnds,  Uhen it &hind
ol as stililenly s 0t begnn,  For oo Jong

wi st I horeited slienes,  Thes
dabig thevw g boandle of twlgs
A kbele red glire 1
s of oy vl o
the Zreal  bonglis

thine
Laaril

WinHL Hls flee
M e dnteng
nnl
rtave onr Tty
“What was It

Hirkersl woer

P hlapored

‘Wiv alpall Neiow  In the rmlog”
{ il bl Johin At wus olime 1o us
uit Tarrbwee (hmo the glede”

YW have lwey peivileged o over
Bese o pephistorie agedy, the sort of
ftmtpn Whirh  oeowrredl mong the
reetls tprody tlie Deirder o sofiie Jurpss)

lgrwniy, whien the grénter dragon pin
il e lesapy
LB (T LR

(I [T T
surily wel| |

windtig 1 stime,” wygil
with more solvmulty than
il s voles, ™It was
v that he chme late
o the oider of orwatlon.  There Were
powets abievad inoosrlier days which
no emrage apd go mecbani=uy of s
el hvw met. What eonld hie diing,
Bis theawing sthk or his arrow avall
Mo ngalost saeh forves us have bevn
e toulghit?  Eyvon with i modeéry
eI It woukd Be all odads ol the mon
o™

AT

“T think 1 should back iy Ilttle
fripnd,” gold Lord Jolin, caressing his
express,  “Hat the bénst would cer
talnly bave s good sporting chance.”

Sommoertes ralsed hils hand

“Huosh!" he cried. “Surely 1 hesr
something.”

From the niter silenoe there emerged
n deop, regular pat, put. Tt was the
treud of sonie animil—the rhythim of
soft but heavy pads placed cautionsly
wpon the grommd. Tr stole slowly
uround the enmp and then halted near
our gatewny, Thete was a low, slhi
8nt rise gud fall—the breathing of the
crentnre;  Odnly our feehle hedige sep-
winted us from this horror of the
night, Bach of ur tind sebzed hia rife,
unil Eord Johy had pulled out n simall
bush to make an emwbrasure In the
hedge,

“Hy George!'! he whispered, “Tthink
| can wee I{!"

1 stooped and peered over his shoul-
tler throngh thoe gap,  Yes, 1 could see
It too, In the deep shiadow of the
trée there was # deeper shadow yel,
tlack, lnchoate, vague—a crouching
fopm full of savage vigor and mennee.
It wnr no lilgher than a borse, but the
Hm ontline snpggested vast bulk nud
strength,. That bigsing pant, as regu-
lnr npdd ful) volumed as the exhnust of
an engine, shoke of a monstirang organ.
Ism, Opow ems it moved I theught 1
AW the glint of two tervible greenish
There was an unensy rustiog,
[ g 16 1L were epiwllng dlowly forward.
| M1 Lellave It 18 golug to spting!™ sald
|], rocking my rife.
| “Don't e dow't  fivel™ whispered
{ Lotk John, “The oppshTof o goan in this
Pallodt night waltld be heard fof mileg
Keep It is o list oned™

“If It gets over the hodge
dope!' sull Summerleg, and his volop
uervous liugh 28 he

| eyes

wWe'ra

|‘:,||-‘..'|l-|| T
|)|nl|-.i‘.

“No, It muat nbt get over.” orfed Lord
Johp, bt bold youe five to the Inst,
Perhings 1 oenn mwidke semething of the
Fellow, TN echance I8, snyhow.”

It wag as hrave an act as ever T aaw
wmnn do.  Me stoopedd to the fre, plok-
ed oo Bnzing branch and slipped In
an Instent through @ sallyport which
e had made o oone gateway., The
thiug moved forward with o dreadfy)
saunrl,  Lord JJohn nevar Leslinted; hut,
ronning townidl it with a quick, Hght
slep, e dashed the famlng wood fnto
the brute's face: Tor one moment 1
Il 4 vislon of » Borvible wingk like &
glint tord's, off 0 warly, leprons skin
nod of & loese wouth gl healabbeprad
with fresh blosd. The pext, theve way
noovdsl I the inderwoond and onr
drendful vigltor was gone.

“I thougbp e wonldn't face the Are”
fild Lovd doun, Mughing, ns he caime
Dack and threw bis branch ngong the

faziita,
“Yon stionhl pot hnve taken such n
FlEL!" wa nl) eriil b

Fhere was nothilng olge to be done
I b biall got pmong us we sliould have
st oach other in trying to down him.
O the othe hond, B we hod Nesd
throngh the hedge and wounded bilm
N wotild soon have been on the top of
us, to sy nothing of giving ourselyes

He Dashed the Flaming Wosd Into the
Brute's Face.

away, Ow the whole, 1 think thit we
nie Joily well ontof it What was he,
then ™

Oup leirued men lodked at eneli other
witlh some Lesitntion,

“Persannlly 1 am unalile to clnssify
the eredtuee with any certaloty,' satil
Bumineries, lightlng his plpe from the
i,

“In vefuslng to comimit yoursell you
are but showlug n proper sclentille re
"anld Ulinllenger, with missive
I nm nol myself pro-
imreal 1o go further thinn to say n gen-
| il terms that we bave almost cer
twioly  Deen Juy o contnet topight with
some forus of cninlvorons dinossur, 1
limve nlvendy espressed my antlcipn
o that sumothing of the sort might
oxsr wpon thls platenn

L the wornlog It was not lnng be

Mdeous wproar Which lad aronsed o
I the nlght., The lgunnodon glnde was
e seene of a borrlble butchery. Fropi
e pocls of Lkl sl Lhe ehorfmons
lmiss of Nedh satiered In every dl-
eection. gver the greenswanl we bn
ngined at Hest ot & number of uni
s hnd been ked, bot ob exioiining
the Fomnlos mote closely we disdor
el thnt all thls cnrmbges oame from
[ ove of these unwieldy monsters, which
had  been litevally torn to pleces by
sufpe Cieitare polb larger, perhops, bug
VT e Tetoidous, than, Haelf.

it two professors et o absorbed
argiineat, exnmining plede after pleve
| w slinwed The marks of savage
| ey apd of epnormons clawe,

Ui Judgment mnst still he In
abevanee,” sald Professor Chinllenger,
witho o livige slab of whitlsh colired
fesh Avross bl Kkneee  *“The  Indica
| tipns wonl] be consistent with the
| presdnog of n saler (o0thed tigor, such
Al nre stlll found amoeng the hrecols
of otir caverns, but the cresture acin
ally sefn was undonbledly of o larger
anid mors reptillan chorncter. Torson.
Wiy 1 shonld propounde for alleanurus.”
“Or megnlotaurss,” safil Summigice
URxnetly,  Any otte of the lurger
carniverons diposavrs wonld meet the

fore wo dscoy ered the ssurce of the )

all ‘the most terrible types of anlmal
fe that have ever cursed the surth or
lessod o mussum.* He langhed sonos
rously at bis own concelt, for, though
Be had 1tle dense of humor, the crud-
¢st pleasantry from bis own lips mov-
ol him always to ronrs of apprecia
tion.

"The Jess nolie the better,” sald Lord
Roxton curily, “We don't know who
or whitl mity be near us 1F this fellal
comes back for Lis breakfust and
catches ns here We Won't have o much
to laugh nt.*

That morning we muapped out o small
portion of the plaréay, avolding the
swimp of the ptorodnetyls aml keeplug
to the east of our brook instead of to
the west.  In that direction the coun.
try was stlll thickly wooded, with' ao
mich undergroweh thut our progress
Wils Very slow.,

CHAPTER XIV.

For Once | Was the Hero,
HAVE dwelt up to now upon the
terrors of Maple White Land, but
there wons unothier side (o the sub-
Juet, for ull bt morning we wan-

dered among lovely Bowers, mostly, ns
I observysd, white or yellow in color,
these helog, as our professors explafne
ed, the preimitive Gower stndess In,
many plivees e groand wis, nlsolule-
Iy coversd with thim, and us we walk-
&l aukle deep on that wonderful ylelds
lng carpet he 1t waa slmost inees.
[cuting In 118 s tness fdndl Intenslity.,
The homply English bee buzzsl overy-
Wihite arotnd 14, Miuny of the trees
under which pusstd  lind  their
Lirinehes Bowed down with frult, some
of which were of famillyr sorts, while
othier varietles wite new, By observ-
Ing which of them wore pecked by the
bty we avolded all danger of polson
and added a dellelons varlety to onr
fond reserve. In the Jungle which we
trnversed were nomerous hand frollden
puths mumde by the wild Lessts, and In
Pl thofe mnrshy plades e sqw 8 pro-
fuslon of strange foolmarks, Including
mnny of the iguansden. Ouce In n
grove we obecrved severa]l of theso
great orentiies grozing, and Lord John
wilh lils gloss was nble to vaport that
they also were spotted with nsphalt,
though tn n diferent ploce from (he one
which we hal exaniingd In the morn-
Ing. What this phenontenon meant we
cotld not lansine,

Wi snw muny smnll sanimnls; such as

Wi

poteupines, # scily antester and o
will pig, plebadd i color and with
long, chrvesd tusks, Onee, through a

brenk In the trees, we snw n clear
shoulder of grien LW some distande
away, ntd acipes this n large dun cols
ooml anlmnl was traveling ab g consld.
crable puer. It puzsed so swifily that
we o wake wnnlle to suy whut It woa,
bt If It were & door, 49 was clalmed
by Lol Johin, It mtst have boen nd
Inrge ns those monsteons Ireish eolk
P wlleh ave sttll dog op feom time to
time In the bogs of my nantlve nod,

Ever shnee the wysterlons  vislt
which hnd been puld o our eninp we
nlways returned to it with some mis-
Elvings However, on Lhis oc¢caslon
| we found everytlilng o order.
| It was about this thme that 1 lnd nn
Inspicdition. My eyes chanced to light
npon the enovimons goaried trunk of
the glogko tree which cast its huge
bruttohes over us,  Surely 1 its bole
excepiltad that of all others its belght
must do the same. If the rim of the
platenty was lndesd the highest polnt,
then why shoulil this mighty tres not
prove to be n watchtower which com-
'muwded  the whole conntry? Now,
over wiyee 1 enn wild s a Ind o Ire-
land 1 lnve been n bold and skitled
tree climber. My comeades might be
ty missters on the rocks, byt T Knew
that I woull be supreme dmong those
hwanches,  Conld 1 only gel my legs on
to the lowest of the giant offshoots

then It would be strange Indeed If I
veonid not make my war to the top,
| My dompades were delighted atp my
flen.

e young feiend” sakl Challenger,
tunebdng up the red apples of his
choeks, “l4 capuble of aerobutic exer-
Hans sehich wonld ba impossible to a
wan of wore solld though possivly
of & more commanding nppearance. 1
upplaod bis resolution.”

"By Georgs, young felluh, you've pok
ot hand on (t!" sald Lord Jolin, clap-
ping me on the back. “Hlow we never
e to think of it before I can't Jme
aglne. Thete's not more than an hong
of daylight left, Lpt If ¥ou take your
noiebook you may e able to get somo
rough skelch of the place, 1f we put
these three ammunition nnder
the branch 1 will soon holst you on
to It."*

He stopd obl the boxes while I fiesd
the trunk and wus geotly ralsing e
whet Challenger sprang Torwnnd and
gnve me such a thrust with his hoge
land that te Fairly sbol mwe foto 1he
e, With both arms clasping the
heanch, 1 serambled haed with my feet

gy

it T hud worked, Grst wy hody i
then my kKnoes, on to it
thiree

There wore
excellent ofslionts. like huge
of i lndder, nbove my lend and
A tangle of eonvenlent beanches bes
voud, S0 that T elsmbersd onvweard with
sl speed that 1 fost sight of
the ground amd hud vothing bat foll
mge Deneath we. Now budl thes I ene
eotitered n check, and onve | bid to
falin up & ereepee for olght or tet
| feel, bt 1 mude excellent progross,
nid the Booming of Challengor's volee
el o e o groit distanes Lonentl

S00n

mi,  The tree wios, however. cnor
muns, wied; Jooking upward, 1 coulil ses
oo thinning of the leaves above my

ik There wits: some thivk. bushilke
elhump wihiel soeriod to be @ pardsite
el brmnel up which I wan swarng:
Ing. 1 lemued oy bead round it o or
dor to sce what was besond, and 1
nearly fell ont of the tree n my sors
prise nnd horror at whneg 1 saw

A foce was gielog Into mine st the
Mlstance of only o foet or two. The
creature thut owned It hud  been
crouching behind the paresite and had
looked round it at the same lonstant

st Among them are (0 be found

1 Nearly Fell Out of =

the Trea In My \\
l..tln\' \\‘

Surprise,

that T il Tt wad a human fte—or
ab lgast 1 owas far more hmwan thion
uny monkey's thut I have over seen.
1towins long, whitish and blotehed with
mples, the nose Uattencd and the
lower Jaw peojmcting whh o biistle of
conrde whiskers rotind the chin. "T'he
o) whileh were under' ihick amd
henvy brows, weps bestin) god fero-
clons, and as £ openesd its mouth to
suptl what sounded Hke 8 curse ag
we | observed thet it had corved,
slinrp canine teeth.  Wor an insiant I
pead lwtred aod medace In the evil
pyes, Then, os qulck us o esh, came
A expression of overpowering fonr.
There was a crash of broken bonghs
us It dived wildly down into the lans
le of greon, 1 caught b glmpse of o
Laley bBody Uke thut of n redillsh plg,
atdd then It wis gono amld o swiel of
lenves and bhranclios,

“What's the matrer? shonted Rox-
ton from below,  “Anpthing weong

with yout"

“Did you see 2 1 crled. with my
nrms around ihe branch sod all my
nerves tngling.

“We heard a row, as If your foot had
siipped.  What was It

I was go shgeked st the sudden and
strange appenrance of (his ape men
that I hesttnted whatber 1 ahould not
clilmb down again and tell my expe-
tlende to my compiniony, But | wes
dlrenidly so far up the great troee that
it seemed a humitintion o refuro withs
out haviog careled oul my mission. [
(0 net menn to qull,

After a long pause, therefore, to re.
cover my brasth and myy courage 1 cone
tinned my ascenl undll 1 had topped
wll the trees of Che fopest

The shin was jost nbove the wostern
gky ling, and the evenlog was a par-
tleelnely Lright and clear one, so Liat
the whole extent of the plultayw was
visible ‘beneath me. It was, 08 aeen
from this belght, of an oval contour,
with =& Lréndth of about thirty miles
and a width of twenty. s general
khinpe woas that of a shaltow funnel,
all the gldes gloplig down 1o & consids
ernble Inke In the center.  This lake
may have been ten miles in clreimfer-
ende and e vory groen and beantiful
In the evenlng Mght, with a thick frings
of reeds at Its edges and with s wnr
face broken by severnl yellow sand
banlks, which glenmed golden In the
mellow sanshive, A number of long,
dark objects, which were too large for
alligntors and too lopg for caunos, lay
upon the edges of thess palches of
gand.  With my glass | eould cleurly
see that they wore ullve.

From the side of the plilenn on
wlich we were slopes of woodland,
with octrlonnl glndes, steelchod down
for five or alx miles to the contral lake.
L conld see pr my very (oot the slade
of the fguatodons, aud tarther oF was
n round opening In the which
marked the swnmp of the plerodues

regs

| Could See at My Very Feet the Glade
of the lguanodonu.

tyls. On the slile fuclng e, bowevor,
the platedn presented o very different
aepect.  There e Lasalt clIfs of the
ontalle were veprodygoed npbp (he -
shle, forming mi eséarpment ghont 200
feet high, with a woudy slope be-
uenth 1t
(Continugd next
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