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CHAPTER IX.
"Who Could Have Foresesn [t
DREADEFTUL thing has happen-
o to us, Whn conlil have fore-
penn 1LY 1 cannot foreses sny
end 1o ote tronbles. 1t may
Do thnt we ace condomned fo spepd
sir whole llves In this striinge, tnac-
cosidbile plage. T am stl g0 confrsed
that 1 cun hardly think elearly of the
faets of Lhe present or of the ebances
uf e futare. o my dstonded senses
Ll Omn seems most terellle oand the
wither 08 hlack as night.

When T Gnpdshod wy Inst lotber T atnt-
o Ehdl we were within seyen miles
frm tny enorious Hoe of ruddy cils
wiich encleeisd, beyond all donbt, the
piitenn of which Profeasor Olinllenger
wpoke. Thelr helght, ay we appronch-
s hem, atetoed 10 we o some plhces
£ Lo grenter than e had stated, ruo-
ning up iy parts to g lenst a (housand
Feet, nud (hey weere caglomsly sltlated
I mioner which Is, T belleve, cliar-
arleristle of basaltle aplienynls, Somae-
Ping of the sort 4 o be geen In Balls-
Iy erdgs, ab Flinbuegh, The sum-
il photwel eyory sign of o Tuxurinnt
segetation, with brshies neay the edge
st fuetbor back many high broes,
Thers was no dndicatlon of any lfe
it we conid pee,

Fhnt night wo pitched oue camp lm-
misdlniely vnder Uiy olltf—=n most will
nud aesolate spot. The crags sliove
Uy were pol merely pemendicnlar, ot "
vurved outward ot the top, g0 that as-
cont wax ont of the question,

O Ahe moenlig, wftor a frugnl break-
Fant of coffer and mnnloc=we had to
b seonomleal of our gtoros—weo held a
con)l of war hs Lo the bast wmetliod
Of patending 1o e plintenst Bhove e,

Ohablenger preqadded with a solotanity
an il be wete the lord ehlef Justice on
the bemel,  lolore Dim sented upon o
S0ek, W almued boyishe straw hat it
el on the back of Wiy heal, bis supor
olititg oyes dominating ws from under
b draopiog s, bk grent Dlivek besed
wheing an be slowly defined our pees-
Al wlivation sod one fuldre move-
s,

I wowd pot say,” sold oor lender,
L ol (e oovasion of my lust vikie
Eaxhanstnd every means of climbing
he- 1Y, uod where | falled | do oot
Sink any one elae I8 lely to soccped,
Fie 1 o sowekhing of w wolulalneet,
E O sone of the applinnees of worovk
Sombid Wil se, bt L linve taken the
preoatuton 1o bring them now,  With
Fein ald T oy pesitive T conld olwb
L delpohodd lopaels (o the summit
Bl so tong as (e malo el overbibngs
s valo to altewpt ascending thal.
Lownn hioeeted opon my st visie by
P pppranel o7 the ealoy season anil
I the oxhanstion of my  supplies,
Wikpsas considrations Hmited my time,
and I ean soly clado thint T huve sor

W Hald & Council of War,

el nbiit wie wlliw of the il 1o
s et of e, Dading Ho posslble way
tie  What, then, shall wa bow do?”

“here wectan (0 be only oue ronson-
Wik coiiews” gkl Professur S mel'-
Teo,  YIE you have pxploced the eust
wee st tre vl aloig Ve Lase of the.
b Ao Ahe wesl wad seek for a prae.
ftmble poine Top ouy aecent.”

TTHAE BT sald Lovd Joli, Y
Okl mie that this platean 1y of great
oty Al we shall trved ronod it wntil
we elther Bod min eusy way up it or
Come back oo the puint frome whileh
poostartpmd”

Thes groumd at the foot of the olif
v rocky ard Denken, so (LAt the go
Dol wam wlow anl @imonly,  Saideoly
Wir canbe, howaver, npou sotethling
Witleh abaeond ol Hontts. 1 was Lbe
i of an okl snenmpment, with sev-
il omply Chicago wedl tns. a botile
Iabled “Beandy ™ u bloken (I epenere

pmper rovealsd self as thé Chlengo
Diemoceat,, though the daile bod been
aliliteratml,

“Not mine sild Challenger.
st be Maple White's."

Eond Johin hind bean gnzing curlousiy
ibn gZreat tree fern whish overshind
iwodl the encpmpuient, “1 sny, look at
[lu™ maldd L, "1 belleve It 18 mest
for o Sigupost,”

A sl of hardwaod had boen nniled
to the free 1o sich o way ns (o polut
lo the wentwnril,

“Most cerininly 8 algnpost,”  sail
Clhinllenger, "WHLE else? Pading Wl
f upon ndinogerons eemod, ot pho
tove bas beft this sign so (hint any
party which follows Lim may kpow
tho wity Li¢ his taken.  Peédlinps we
inll eomne upon  same other lndlea
Lioms a5 we (ivgeed.™

Wao dint bdewd, but they were of o
Leeritile and most ngexpected o tare
[mmedintely  Idneath (he ollff (hera
pew n coushiletable patel of high
liamboa, ke that which we had trav-
vrsl b ote fourney,  Muany of these
slems werg  Lwonty  feel Ligh, with
SLarp, ivong Lipd, so (st even a3 thes
stood they made foraldible shemrs.
Wo were possing olong the wige of
ihis cover when my ove wns canghl
by (e glonny of simething white wiih
I I Theusiiog lu oy hetd Detween
the stems; 1 fonnd myself gozing at
a Beshless kol Phe whole skeleton
wis: thers, bne (he sleadl Tl detoe ed
WEell el Eny donne foer teaver (00 the
Ot

Witk o few Wlows from Uho michetes
OF oue Tudbnns we olpnied (e spol amid
wers ihle to wiidy the delalls of thiy
ulll tragedy, Ouly o Tfew shireds of
cloches could atill be distingutsbed, but
there were the remnlng of bools wpon
e bony fest, pind 10 wos very clent
CHAL Ehe dead wal) wos n Burapenn, A
gold wateh and o ohilo, which etd o
atylogenphide pen, doy aotong the hopes
There was uliom slivepr olgareite (nsp,
willy J, (), Teom A, win the
W, Phe stite of the wetal teetmd 1o
shivw thint the ciatiustrophe lunl  ocewr:
til 0o great e hefore;

"Wha onin be DS dalie] Lot Jolin
Woar devil, every Lone In lis Lody
sestig 10 o broken,”

AN the: hamboo grows thvdugh hils
wonshed elby,” said Summerieo, 1L {4
i st growlng plont, Bt ie 14 irisly
Intpioelvalile thal this body conlid hinye
Won Biee wlely the citivs grew to Ly
Lwetity Feel 1o Yeneth™

‘Ag 1o the mnn's Wdentity," gald Pro
Feusor Chnlloongen, 1 Lave uo donbi
whatever upon (e polat, As § e
my way up the vver hwfore 1 renvhiel
Yonnb the raxemdn 1 lustiogtel vepy
pet it Tguleiau whont Muplie White
AL Park they lpew uolbing  Fortn
tatelys & had oo diliblte ctow, for fhece
wak o parflonise ploture o big sbeerel
liodk whiel shivwel Bl taking haneh
WL N eertnbn eeclesinstic ot Jodnelo,
Vit priest Lowas oalite to ol ool
though hie proved o very segononia
Hyp Fellow, who ook i sbangdly nimlss
that T should polot unt 1o bl the cur
forive  offeot. which wodern sclence
muat have upon s Lellorfs, Toe wows Ule
loss gove e some positive (nforms
o, Maple White rssed Risarlo fony
Jeas oage, ot two yoars before | saw
hig dend oty He wis nol alone wi
the tlme, bt theve wis o feond, an
Amerivan pamed Tames Colver, wihio
reasalined b the boat amd did ol meer
thi ecctesiontle. 1 i(hink, (hevafore,
Lot pherve v Do po Jopbt el wie ape
aw looking wpon the femalos of this
dinmmen Colver

UNor salldl Lord Jobin, "l thpre nyel
donbil nx Lo how i el Bis deatl,. e
Lk rallen o been chineked from the
top wnid so besn tmpaiogd How #lse
ol he coms by liks hroken bones oo
low conld he Bnve boen siuck throngl
iy thede cusies wilh
WD Wby one Houds

We moved off In silevwer anud conilp
el o popst pound the Joe of LIV
WHICH ware as evien aud unbrokes s
g GF thoss uwn¥rons Autarstle e
Metds whieh 1 have soen depleted as
sivetehling from horfroy to hotigon ini
fowatlng high above the masthends of
His nxploring vessnl

b fee mibles we saw no eifl or hireak
Al thiew sanddenly we perselvisd somg-
Ihing whivh fhed us wills new hope
Ina hollow o the rock, protedied from
i, there was drawn o rongh serow
la ehnll, pointing S0 1o the woest
Wil

| DFE S

thle polnls s

UMDl W B agali sal Protessor
Challenger.  “He hml wowie prosentl
el that waorthy footsteps woulid ol
Fowe elapn Diedibid "

e bl chig bk, theus"

A oy of colaonsd challis wis smong
the offects 1 foml In Bis knapagek. 1
Pemeber that (e white wan
worn s stawmp

“I'hat b covialnly gomd ovidence”
Fnld  Bommerles.  "We onp only  ae
copr Wl guldanies nnd follow on tO the
Wil ward

We bind procesded snme five more
nillod when wgaln we aaw g white pr
FOW W e vieks, 10 was ne 8 polog
wiliwe the Biew of the il wax for the
st e splie tato m narrow eloft. In

I.qﬂ N oquatitity of ather travelecs’ (e
Eﬁ. A cnlmplad, didntegrnted news

uide the clefi was n seouml gulianee
ek, which poloted vighe up It with
thes tip momewlint elevated, ns if the

spot lndicated were gbove the lovel of
the geound, .

It was a solemin place, for the walls
were g0 gigantle and the silt of blue
aky =0 parrow and so oliscured by a
double fringe of verdurs that only a
dim apnd shadowy Hght penetiated to
the lottom, We had had no food for
many hours and werp very weary with
the stony amd lreegulae Journey, but
atir nerves were too strung to allow
ns to Imlt. We ordered the eamp fo
La pltched; however, and, Jeaving the
indinns to arvange i, we four, with
the two balf heeds, procesded up the
ATROW BUrge.

It was not over forly fost across
at the monuth, bt It rapidly closed un.
il It epdied In an mcute angle; too
stenfghit and smooth for an ascent
Certwlnly It wis oot this which our
plonger had  attemptdd  to lndleats,
We made our wiuy bLnck—the whole
gorge wad not more thaw n quarter of
u mile desp—ntil then suddenly the
ik eves of Tovd Jolu fell upon
what we were geeking.  High vp above
ot heads amid the dark slindows thore
was one clrele of deeper gioom, Sure
Iy It copld only L the opening of o
Cave

The baxe pf the oUl was heapeld
with loose stones at the spol, and it
wis not dificuls to elnmber up, When
we renched It all donbit was removed
Not gnly was It an openlng Inio the
ks but on the side of It there wis
mnrked cuee agnin the slgu of the ar
MIwW.

Here wnd the polnt and this was the
mweahs by whdel Maphe SWhite aud s
HE fated coturade Liad mpde thigle as
enty

We wora tao oxeited to veturn 1o
the eamp, Ut must moke one st ox-
latttion ab onee. Lond Johin ol oo
vleetele toreh 'la bis knnpsack, nad this
had to gervo ws o Hght, ITe advanced,
throwing his Nttle olday elrelst of yol
low radinnee hefove hita, whde In sl
il e we folliswed ot s Leeld,

The eave bhal evidently lieen water
worn, the sides being smootly ond the
Mook coversd wiltl rounded sioney, 1L
wis of sueh f slze that a8 single mnn
potthd Just it throngh by stooplug. For
iifty woreds 1t ran olmost stralght Into
the vock, and fhey 1t opseendsd nt an
nughe of foriyive, Presently (hig In
cilie  beoping  even  steeper, and  we
found ourselves dimblog uwpon boands
nnd kuess smong loosy rabiile which
WO from bopeally ne Suddenty ui ex
elatmntlon brdke Frow Lord Toxhag

s bocked!” snhl e,

Unateving belind i, wesaw 1n the
yellow teld of Teht o wall of lraken
bugalt wileh extended to the ceiling.

e roof hins fllen ol

Ty vl we alengded ont sone of the
pleces,  The only offect was that the
Invger ones beeamo detaobsd sl

thresntoned o voll duwn the gendisit
evilent that the
by ol any

T wik
far

il crush os,

obwinele was efforts

- f

“It's blocked!™ sald
ha:. “The roof has
fallen in™

voulil ke o Yeniove |t

whileh
Pl road by which Magdo White lad

usconded was no linger pyvnailaile.
Too wpeh coast down 1o speak, we

Wi

st lown The duek tunnel wod
imdile oty Wy back 1o the vatig.

One dockdent ovenrrtmd, bowever, b
fore we left the gorige, whicl (= of lw
portnnce Lo vigw of whal Ccoie agfoer
wird

We bnd gatliersd In s Bithe group
at the bottoms of the chasu some ot
iy foot Benesil the wourh of e cave.
when a lige voik polisd  snddenly
duownwaed sl shot post us with fre
iemdony force I was the durrowes
eacate for ome o /i) of ox. We conlil
not oursalves seo Whionee Uie rock had
vk, Ll our holf bl sorvants, whio
wede stlll gt the openling of the vave
sabd thie 00 Bad Mo post (el and
musy therefore bave falien fteln the
sl LookMg upwand, we could
e slgn of woverenl above us
winhl e green Jongle whieh topped
the ¢l There conbd e Hitle donls,
however, that the stone Was almoed at
s, w0 the lnelilent surely poluted to
hvmnnite~und watevolent Mumnnity -
npon the plafean,

Wo withdrew hoerlodly  from  the
chiwm, one minds Ml of thils ew de
valopment and ls bearing unon oar
plans,  The  sbtontlon  was  diMenit
wetongh Before; but, 10 the obstiietlops
of malite were Ihcroased by the de
liberate opposition of man, then oae
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cade Was indeed s hopeless one.  And
yol o we looked gp nt that beantiful
fringe of verdure only i few hundreds
of feet above our heads there was not
one of us who could coucelve the idea
of returning to London untll we had
explored 1t to fts deptha

On dlonssing the situatlon we de-
termined that our best course was fo
contitite to const ronnd the phitean in
the hape of finding sowe other means
of repdling the top, The [lne of ¢liffs,
which had deetessed considernbly in
helght, had aleeady begun to trend
from west to natth, nnd Af we conld
Imke this ns representlng the arc of o
Hreele the whole clrevmference could
ool be very gredt. At the worat, then,
wa should ba back Ih o few days at
onr starting polnt

We made a march thot day which
ol some two and twenly miles
without any change In olr prospects,
I 'may mentlon that our noerold shows
us that In the continunl loellng which
wi huve naodnded since we abandoned
e eanoes we base rlsen (o no less
Wine 3000 faet above son level: henoe
Lhere 1s n conshilernbile change both In
Ihi temperatiore and In the vegetation,
Wi have slinken off gomae of that hor-
rile insect lifo which Is 1he bane of
toplog) teavel, A Low palps st sue
vive and many (ow ferns, but the
Atinzoninn trees have been all left be
tind. 1t was plessant to spe the con
volvulus, the pussion Nower and the
Begonka, all remindlng mwe of hone,
bere pmong these Inhospitgble roels,
There wns a red begonla just the same
color 49 ong LWhat [= kept (0 o pat I
the window of a oevtalo VITE In Sireat
iy, But T oam deifting Into peivate
yeminlsiance,

CHAPTER X.
Summaerles No Longer Skeptical.

FEAE night—1 am still speaking
of the drest duy of oite e¢lrenm
pavigation of the plitenn—a
groal experience awalted a
and ope whicl forever 56t at rest any
doiht which we cooll have bl ps to

thix wonilers so neur us

Whit ocenreiyd was this: Lond Jobu
linil shot wn ajoutl whiteh Is n small,
plglike mmdmal, aml hndt of it having
been given to the [odinns, we were
eookiog the other hpll vpon ouy fOre
There Wow el fy the i after dark,
and we had all drmwn elose to the
blaxe: The plght was moonless, but
there were gome sfard, and ong could
see Tor o NEele distence across (e
pinin,  Well, suddenly out of the dark
ness, out of the oighy theve swooped
soinething with n swish 1k dn geroe-
e, The whole gtoup of Us ware
noversd for an dnstant by & cnnopy of
lonthery wings, aml 1L bnd n momen
Lary vislog of u g, sndkellke npeck,
ey, rl, gresds eve aod o gram
snapping beale, Mled, to my pmaze
mEnk; with lecle, glenming teeth. The
next instant It was gone—aml g0 was
onr dinner, A black shadow
twenty feet actows, skimmed up Into
the nin  For aw instank the wopstey
wings Motted ont the stirs, dod then
I vanished oyer the brow of the ¢l
nhove s, We nll sat In amazed silence
round the fire, ke the heroey of Vgl
whed the Harples ente down apon
thom,  IE wis Sumameriee who was thv
first to spenk

“Profossor Chnllenger,” soll be, In o
sulean whleh quaversd with
ertotion, 1 owe you s apnlogs. Sy
I nam wery wncl [nothe wrong, snd 1
B that you will forget what 18 pase”

TEowas htiidsomely Sald, mgnd (he two
e for phe st Hme shook hands, 8o
mich we have galned by thiy clear vi
slon of our Orst prevodacty)] It wis
wortly supper 1o birlhg fwo
UG eny Lot lies

On the sixth day we completed our
Arst elrcwdt of the clifs and found oor
Aelves Dack pb the dest camp beslde the
Isatated pinuacle of rock, We were &
Ulseonselate party, for nothing eonld
hinve hwep more minate than our In
vostigation, awl It was alsolutaly dpk
el that thees wus no slngle polmt
where (he most active human belog
coultdl possibily bope to seale the clif
The place wlileh Maple White's chalk
e b Bl featedd ns Bis gwn means
of areeds was now entirely Hupaasn
Ik,

What were we to do now? Our
utores ot provisions, Klllilllt'lll\'}llli'll Ly
our wins, were holdlug ont well, bt
the day muse cowe wlien they would
nevd  teplenlshiment, Th A conple of
months the reivs might Lo expectod
and wie shiou)d be washed one of onr
vamip. he rook was barder than mar
e, noll noy nttempt at cutting n path
for &0 great m Delght was more than
one tite or resondeed wonld admit
No wonder thist we looked gloomily al
eitch other that night and sanght our
blnnkers with hardly 8 wond exchang
od, 1 oretembee that as 1 dropped off
1o slisep my Inst rocollecton was that
Uhnllenger Was squntting: Hke a1 mon
strous bulifrog, by thie five, hils D
hwiedl I Db Dipndds,. sunk appardntis o
the despest hovght and entirety ob
Hylons ta the gool night which 1 wish
il Wlo,

Bt 1w o very differsnt Chinlleu
gt whe groetd ns fo the morning—a
Chsllenger Wit conteatmint wind saif
Ceongeatafation shinlng froo b whole
Ipm'mm Il Cuceil v W we pasoriblml
For Brealfnst with n deprocaiing falae
mudesty Ih hie exes, s who shoul)
oy, "I know that 1 deserve sif that
FOR own oSy gy |opray Yon 1o saare

Yol

A stolen

my Blushes by ust saying " His
beptd Dietetlimd penltahtly. Bl chast
wits thrown oot aml Wiz hand was

theust Jues the Proug of bls fneket.  So
T lls famer, oy e gor higeell sapne
ties gouclne the vaonnt padestal In
Tmlalgae square und aditing one more
o thie horrors of the Tondon streebs,

WEurakn! he orfedd, e teatl whinlog
thirough his Leapd,  “Gentlemen, you
miny congeatilate me and we DSy
congrutilite each oiher  The problem
Is s0lve),”

“You have found s way up¥”

“1 venture to think so.”

“And where?"

I For apswer he polnted to the spire-
ke plunacle upon our vight,

Our faces, op mine nt least, foll as
we surveyed 1. That It could be
climbed wp had our eompnunlon's as
sturance, but o borrillo abyss lay be
tween It and the platean.

“We can never aet acrosa!™ 1 g,

“We con at least all rench the sum-
mit,” sald e “When we are up T
miy bo able o show you that the re
gourees of an Invenlive mind are not
yet exhnuyted.”

After breakfmst we nnpacked the
bundle in which our lender had bronght
s climbing necessories. rom it he
ook a coll of the strongest and
lightest rope, which was 150 feet In
length, with climblog frons clomps
anll other devices. Lord John was an
experienced mountainéer, and Summer-
lea hind done some rough climbing at
varfous times, so that I was really the
novice nt rock work of the party. HBuot
my stropgth and activity may lve
made up for my want of expericnce.

It was not In reslity a very sl
=k, thongh thero were moments
which made my hale brlstle upon my
uend, The frst balf wns perfectly
ey, but from there upward I beenme
confinunlly stfeper uniil for the last
Afty feet we wete - lterally clluging

with our fngers nnd toes (o tay
ledges nnd creviees In the rock, 1
conld not have aecomplished It por

Imulll Summerive If Challenger had

not guined the sommit (It was esiraor
[inney to mee sucl activity In so un.
wivldy n vesptore) nnd there tixed the
|I'l*1m rouiul the trank of the copsider-
(e tred whivh giew thiofe, SWith this
IS OuE Support wa wero soon able to
seranmble up the jageed wall antil we
fonindd onrandves upon the small grassy
platform, sowme Owenty-live feer edel
way, which formed the summlt,

Tha Mest impresston which I recelved
when 1 bad recoversd my breath wis
af the extrnordiuncy view over (lie
countey whilclh we had fraversed. The
whole Beazilinn plaln #eemed to Tie be-
nenth us, extonding awny nod away
until It epded I dim Llue misis gpon
the tarthest sky Une. In the fore
ground wns the long slope, stvewn with
rocks nod dotted with teoe ferns, Far
thor off inthe middie detinee, Tooking
over the siddieback hilk, 1 could fust
see the yollow and green mnss of bam:
boos throngh which we had pusseed,
ml then gradunlly the vegetation Ju
etfedsed until 1 formed the huge for
st which extended ng far as the oyes
sl reach and for nogood 2,000 miles
beyond.

I was stUll drinking In this wonderful
panorama whict the heavy liand of the
professor fell npon my shonider,

i way, my young felend,” sali
e “Vestlgin uplla retrorsune  Never
look renrward, but always to onr glo
rions gonl™

The Tevel of (he piatedn when T Hirhe
&l was exactly that on whivh we stood,
and the green bank of bushes, with oo
enslonnl trees, wis so near that ft was
ditbenlt to renllze how Inhecessible It
remitlned. AL o rough guess the gulf
wis forty feet across; but, so far as |
monld see, i€ might ng well have been
forty mlles. 1T plieed one s ronnd
the trunk of the tree ad loansd over
the nbyss.  Foe down were the small
dark ligures of oun servanis looking up
at us, The wall wan algolutely pra-
elpitowg, e was thot which feed me.

“This 18 indeed corlouws,” sall the
creaking voice of Professor Summeries

I turned and found (hat he was ex-
nutlulug with grent intorest the tree to
which I elovg.  That smooth bark aod
thiose smmall, vibbed lewves seemed fn
millay (o my eyes.  YWhy," T erled
“It's n beoch!™

“Exactly) sald Sommerles—*%a
low eonmtryman in w for lowd,”

“Not only a fellow eounteymin, my
g0l slr” sl Challenger, “bnt also,

fol

slmitle, oo nlly of the frst volue, This
BTy tree will be onr sy jor™

“By Geotge” eried Losd Johas, “a
Lrbdgge '

“Exactly. my freiends, a Leidge! It
s pot for nothing that I' expemdod an
bour last nlght In focusing wy mind
upott the sitnation. 1 have some recol-
lection of once remnrking (o our youug
friend heve that G. E. ) Ik nt bls bost
when Liw byek 1% to the wall.  Taust
nlght you will adinit that wil our backs
wera (o the wall, Bupt where will pow
er aud Intelligt go togelmer there v al.
ways a way ont. A drawbihdege had ta
foumdt which eould e dropped
Aeross the abyss, Behold it!"

It was certaluly s beilllant idea. The
Iree was & goud glsty foet In height.
and I [t fell only the rvlght way It
wonld - epslly ovoss thy eliasm, Chal
ltuger had slung the camp ax over iy
shimlder when e ascendnd, Now be
Bwmled It to me

“Unr yonug felend has the thews an
qinews, suld be "I think ha will bhe
the miost_useful al this tesk. | must
bieg. however, that you will kindly re
frafn from thinking for vourspll and
(hat you will do exactly what vou are
ol .

Voder his Mrection T cot such gashes
In (e sides of the tree ns wonld insnre
that Ik should fall ne we desired. It
Lindl slvesdy s strong, natoml (e o
the directlon of the platenu, wo that
the matier woas not @iMenlt, Finally |
st Lo work [ éarest npon the trimk
inking tarn wnd trn swith Loed Johin
FIn a Hietle over an bour there was a
{lond crack.  The tree swayed forward
fand then cashed over, hurying Ms
| Dranchios amang the bushes on the far

ther alde  The severed trunk rolled to

the very edge of onr platform, and For
11‘-:.1- terrible setwed we all thought It
waus aver. It balanced solf, however,
A few Inches from the cdge, and there
witd pur hridge to the nnknown,

All of v withont m word ahook hania
with Profeesor Challonget, who ralaed
s atraw hat and boweld deeply to
oacl fn tnrn,

“1 elnlm the honor™ sald he, “to be

Ly

it I mny be allowed to enlarze your |

the first to cross to the unknown land.
n fitting subject no doubt for some fu-
ture historicil palnting.”

CHAPTER XI.
The Half Braed's Revange.

PATING Wlmself with a Jeg over-
hanging the abyss on each slde
amd his hatehet slung upon hils
ek, Challenger hopped his
War actoss the tronk and was soon at
the other side, He clumberad up and

waved s arted In the ale

AL Inst)” he otid. AL Insll”

1 gozed anxiously at him with &
vague expoctation that some tercible
fate would dare at him from the ecur-
tuln of giwven hehind bim. Buot all was
it save that 4 strange. mny tolpred

bird fGew op from under his fect hnd
vanished nmong Lhe trees,
Stummerlee was the second. His

wity energy Is wonderful fn so frall a
feame.  He Inglsted apon having two
rites sinng upon lils back, so that both
professors  were prmeid. when he had
muda his tronsil, T enme next and
teled hard not to look down inte the
horviblo gulf over which T wons poasse
Ing. Summerlen held onl the bnie end
of his pifle, mod an fustant later T was
able to grasp his band.  As (o Lord
Jolin, he walked across—-actually walk
ml wilhont support!  He wnsl bave
Herves of frow.

And thero we were, the foor of ns,
upon the dreamiomd, the lost world of
Maple White, To all of ts It seemed
the moment of our supreme (rinmph.
Whp could have guessed that it was
the peelode to our supreme dignster?
Lot we suy In p few words how (he
ctushing blow fell upon ns,

Wi had torned pway from (he edie
ol hind pegeteated about 0ty yards
of el Wrushwond when there came
a Frightful, retiling ¢rash from beliiud

= WAL last!™ ke cried:
'\‘__\ At last!l®
s, With one lmpilse we rushed back

fhe way that we
Irhlge was gone!

Far down at the base of the cliff 1
saw a8 1 looked over o tangled mass of
branchos and splintered trunk. 1t was
our beecly tree. Hud the edge of the
plalform crombled hnd et it (hrought
For a moment this explunnation wis
In &l our minde. 'The next, from the
farther stde of the rocky plinacie Le
fore ms, & swarthy face, the face of
Gomez, e ball brosd, was slowly
proteuded. Yes, it was Gomez, but no
longer the Gomez of the demnre smile
anid the maskllke expression. Here
was 0 fee with flashing eyes apd disg-
toeted featyres, o fhee convilsed with
hantred and with the mod joy of geati:
fied revenpe.

“Latd Rexton!"<he shouted,

Jdohn Roxton !

liad  come,  The

“Lond

“Well suid our companion, “era 1 |

am."

A shrick of Tangbter cnwe woross the
nbyas

“Yos, there you are. you Boglish dog,
and there yon will remaln! 1 bave
walted and walted, and now hns coine
mey chance, You found it hard (o got
o you wiil And 1t bavder o got dovwn
You cursed fools, you wre tenppedd.
every one of _vnll'."

We wers too astounded to spesk. We
tould _ouly staud there sfatiog In
nmprement. A grleat Uroken hongh
e the grass showed whenee he Lhind
goined
bridge, The face HWnd vianlkbhed, it
prescently 1o way up agalo, move fmutle
thun befire

“Wa fienrly Killed fon with a slope
At the cave!” be epled, Bt this 1s
Iwettor, It 18 slower and more terei
ble.  Your bones will whiten up there,
nud poue will know where yvon lle or
eome (o cover them A xou le dsing
think of Lopex, whom yon <hot five
veres ngo o the Paioparo rviver, 1
i e Veother, and, fome what witl, 1
will dle bappy wow, for his menory
bns been: avenged!™ A furkos hand
was shiaken at ns, and then all was
qule,

Had the haif Lreed simply weopghit
lits vengennee nud then escaped )]

mlght hive boon woll with him, Tt

| wan that foollgly, rreslstible Tatln tm-

L pmlse to be deamatic which browsht his

own downfall, Roxton, the man who

| il enened Blmselr the nime of the

“IMall of the Lodt™ throngh thiree tonn.
trles, wis not one who conlid be fafels
tnnnted. The half breed was dexcend.

| Ing on the farther side of the plonncle,

but before Be could rench the grompd
Lord Jdoln el tun along the edge of
the piatean aopd galned a polot from
which he conll see Did muan,  There
was A single ernek of his rifle, and,
though we snw nothing, we bheanl the
sereamn and then the distant thud of
the falling bLody, Roxion cnme baek
to us with a face of geanite,

“1 have bean - DUnd simpleton,” sald
he bitterly. “It"s my folly that has
bronght ron sll inte ihis troubls 1
should have remembersd that (hesq

his teverage to tilt over our |

people bave jong mewmories for blood
feuds and bave Deen more upon my
guanl”’

"What about (he other ons] It took
two of them to lever that tree over the
oilge."”

4T could have shot him, bog ¥ 1ot him
g0, He may have had no pghrt In it
Perhaps It weuld have been betler I
T bad killed him, for he must, as yon
sy, have lent a hand."

Now that we had the clew to his
actlon each of ug eonld enst buck and
remember some sinister act upon the
part of the half breed—his constant
flesire to know otir plaus, his arrest
outside our tent when he woa over-
hearing (hem, the furtive looks of ha-
fredl which from time to time ove o
Ather of wa hpd surprised. We were
gHll diseussing I, endeavoring to ad-
Jnst our minds to thede now condl
tions, when a singular scene In the
plalu below arrested ony altenthon.

A man In white clothes, who conld
only be the surviving holl hreed, wis
runnoing as one does run when death

mly

'im e - - -
| | the
wovaally UL nir de-
vuroll inegro.  Eyven gs owe Iooked ho

und fhung bis arms ronod bis neeks
They volled on the ground together.
An  fustant  afterword Zambo  rose,
looked nt the prostrate man ol then,
waving Lis hand joyously to ua, came
cuuning o one diredtion,  The white
fAgure Iy wotionless in the middle of
the gront pladn,

Ouir two traltors hnd been destroyed,
kot the wischlef that they bod done
lved ofter them. By no
means could we gel Lack to the pias

nocle, We lnd been watives of the
worlil: now we were uatives of tho
plotesn.  The two (hipgs were sepus

‘nte and apart.  Theve wis (he plain
which led to the canoes, Yonder, be-
youd the violet, hagy horizon, was the
stream which led hack to eivilizatiom,
But the link borween was missing.
No humpn ingennity conlil suzgest a
menns of bridging the chasm which
yawned - between ourselves and our
past lives,  One listant lmd nlteped
all the conditlond of our exisience.

L wae st stole o moseent Wt T
learned the st of which my three
comrmies were eomposed. They were
grave, It Js tepe, awd thonghiful, but
of bn Invineible sarenity.  For tho mo-
ment we could only slt among the
bushes In patlonce aud wait the com-
Ing Of Zwmbo, Presently Wi honest
black fave topped the rocks and bis

Berrniean  Gguve emerged opon the
top of the plianacte.
“"What I do now?" he cried. “Yon

tell me and 1. do W1

It was poguestion which It wins eas.
fer o wak then o duswer,  One thing
only wak cledr,  He wits our voe | Fosty

Uk with the outside world,  On no ac-
| etmnt mist he leave us,
| “Xo, nol" he orlod. "I not leave
you. Whitever come, you always find

me here. Bt no able to kaep Indias,
Alrendy they sny oo mueh Curopurd
Hve on this place dnd they go honie.
Now vou leave thém me no able to
Keep thom."

It was a fact that our Indigns had
Bliown In many ways of lnte (hat they
were wenry of el Joargey and anx-
fouy to' return.  We reslizod thot Zam-

be Impossilile for him to Kepp them
| with us,

“Mako them wait Gl tomarrow, Znm-
| bo"" T shouted; “thon T con senid tetler
| back by them.”

“Very good, sarr! [ promilge they
lwnlt il temorrow.” said the negro.
“Bot what T do for xou now®”
| Thete witg plenty for him Lo do, amld
admiFably the fpithfal fellow aul it
First of all, umler our directions, he

Mo Human Ingenuity

Could Suggest a
Maans of Bridg-
the Chasm,

\ g
T

e i e eope from the tree stomp sud
| threw one ond of (¢ nerows to v, It
wits not thicker than a clothesiine, but
It was of great strehgih. nidl, though
we cotild not puke & bridge of it wae
might wall fnd v nvalogble 1F we ksl
any ollmidng to do, e thén fastened
his gand of the vope 0 the prckige of
| $uppHes which bod been carrled up,
and we were wble 10 dreg it Woross,
This gave um (he weiins of Tife for at
lesst o week, even If we found nothing
alae,

Bl he descsled sod  carrled

np Lwo other prokets of migel goods—
o bex of antmunithon aud o wnmber of
'I(llhl‘l' things, all of which wi got across
{ by throwing our rope to bim and bhank
g It boack, 1t was eveulng wlen be
AL Tt climbed down, with 8 fual as-
puranee thit be wonlit keep the Indians
il next murning

» (Contimued mext Saturduy) <

sprange upon e back of e Digltive:

possible-

bo spoke the truth sud t(had it woubl




