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A KNOTTY SLANDER CASE

Seattle is trying to solve the problem as to whether one
an slander George Washington, The case arose over
someone making the assertion that the father of the
country was a user of considerable profanity, drank toler-
ably regularly with not a great length of time between
drinks and did numerous other things not nice for the|
father of so lavge a country,

A rather zealous patriot took offense at the remarks
and had the asserter arrested on a charge of slandering
the man we fondly speak of as “First in wap, first in peace
and first in the hearts of hig countrymen.”

The remark was uncalled for, and perhaps foolish, but
not more foolish than the patriot who undertook to have
the maker of it prosecuted. The only way to treat such
things is to ignore them and not pay the speaker the com-
pliment of intimating that his opinion was worth notieing.

It however, brings up a knotty question, If one ean be
punished for slighting remarks made about those long
dead, wheve will the possibility of punishment foi slander
cease?

For instance, some admirer of the charaeter of Cleo-
patra might take offense at some remark made as to her
conduct with Antony, A eriticism of Lot, Noah, or Adam
might make one liable to a jail sentence, An intimation
that good Queen Bess was holder of the speed record be-
fore automobiles were invented might send a fellow to
prison for a half dozen years, and to say that Solomon
was tmwise to marry o many times without giving the
divoree courts a chance occasionally would send him up
Tor life. |

Regardless of what was said about “Our George” it is
hoped for the peace of all that the case against his|
“slanderer” will be decided against the proseeution.

Now that England has the rebellion in Ireland crushed|
and the leaders as well as a goodly number of the mob,
for it was little better than that, in her posession, the
qQuestion arises as to what she will do with them, If she is
wise she will deal leniently with the privates and not make
her punishment of the leaders vindictive, Sir Roger (ase-
ment i8 move of a fool than a eviminal, though it might be
better stated by saying he was crazy. No man in his
senses would have undertaken sueh a movement as he
did, and others associated with him were certainly ir-
responsible to the extent that they did not know anything.
Only madmen could have imagined they could cope with|
England in the eircumstances. They were practically un-
armed and without ammunition, machine guns or any-|
thing else with which to fight, they were about as help-
less a8 o many Indians armed with bows and artows
would be against a1 modernly equipped aresy. Sending
them to bed without their suppers would fit the case aboul
as well as anything,

Mr. Tom Shannon in six splayfoot verses in thg Ove-
gonian recently veiterates eighteen times the statement:
“Should they ask who I'm for, I'm for Roosevelt,” Tom
doesn’t state who it is he expects might have the curiosity
to “ask who he's for,” but seems to have an idea soneone

might do it, The fact is it will make but little difference’)

to Rocsevelt or the vest of the world who Tom is “for” or
why, or what for, It would seem though, that Tom is
some changer for he stutes he tried Bryan and lost. Then
he turned to Taft, but is now convineed he was “daft,” or
else the exizencies of rhyme forced him to the statement,
Aflter this for some time anyway—Tom not very
definite about it—his “young and foolish head swam with
Socialist red,” and after that he tried Wilson, of whom
he says he issick, Now he is for Roosevelt. It is too bad
Tom im:l such hard luck 1 nmaking his selections, but still
he is not out of the woods, It may be “the worst is still
to come.” Alas! foor Tom!
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It is too &oon yet to make positive statements as to the
prune and other fruit ¢rops; but it can be said that the
prospects for a nunber one yield of all kinds is as.good as|
could be wished. In some sections the peach erop is re-
ported as likely to be light but the areas so reporting are
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course there is always a chance of something happening
at this tinte of the year that will cut the estimates but it
is seldom that his oceurs, for frost is not a great risk in
the valley, and bugs and pests are easily handled. In fact
this part of it is already largely taken care of and another
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day. This illustrates the value of small things, in a most | 2
emphatic way, and justifies the lines of the poet who
wrote!

“Think naught a trifle though it small appear

Sands make the mountain, moments make the year, | 3

And trifles, life.” |
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