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+ |inches to the foot has not yet been decided. All that is

LOST, A CITY WOODPILE

~Portland has lost a thousand cords of wood. Whether
it has just been mislaid, some slippery Diek has swiped it
or the measuring stick used in receiving it was only ten

known is that that amount of wood that should now be in
the eity woodpile, is not there. One investigator at first
thought it was due to the bark being knocked off, but
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ANYWAY IT WILL SETTLE IT

At last there seems to be hope that something will be
done toward settling the action to be taken as to the
forfeited railvoad grant lands. The house committee on!
public lands which has the matter under consideration
has agreed on a bill which it will report with its findings
and recommendations to the house soon,

The bill as finally agreed upon, gives the counties in
which the grant lanids ave located 30 per cent of the net
receipts for the land within them. The state will get 20
per cent of the net veceipts, which will go into the school
fund; the general reclamation fund will get 40 per eent
and 10 per cent will go to the federal treasury.

This is far from a satisfactory solution, but as it is
better than seemed probable or even possible a short time|
ago, Oregon should smile as though she liked it. She gets
something out of the wreckage and that is better than
the most optimistic dared hope.

It was largely due to the untiving and intelligent work
of Congressman Sinnott that this much was coneeded.|
Congressman MeArthuy, though not a member of the)
committee was given permission to speak and heartily
indorsed M. Sinnott’s efforts,

One thing was done thoroughly andgthat was to
eliminate John Lind from the bill and cut him off from
any possible participation in the benefits of the bill. The
status of contraet lands however has not - been decided
definitely and the courts may have this part of the job to
finally dispose of.

Another feature of the bill is, that in the case of eut-
over lands the homesteader will not be vequired to pay the
$2.50 per acve, but will only be asked to comply with the
other requirements of the homestead law. This is a good
feature: for thoge who have tackled the job of hewing out
a farm from logged-off lands know that it costs all the
land is worth—and then gome. It may serve though to
induce some hardy and industrions ones who are not
afraid of hard work and lots of it, to locate on these lands
and in the course of time make them productive,

While not mentioned in the bill as reported yestevday
it is understood that when the United States takes over
the lands it will at the same time pay the taxes now due.
This is anoher gootl feature of the bill for the land grant
counties have had to carry the expense of county govern-
ment and improvement without any receipts from these
lands for several vears, The payment of these back taxes
would lift a pretty big load from shoulders that have been
averloaded in this line. No arrangement satisfactory to
everybody could have been made, and so we can aceept
the settlement of the matter as of benefit, no matter just
how it was settled.

Colonel Roosevelt's private seevetary was sent to
Blackwell's Island by a New York police judge yvester-
day morning, to vemain for 30 days. Ax this sentence was
imposed for having a fight in & saloon, it is evident the
judge failed to take into consideration the secretary’s as-
sociation, and naturally absorbed pugnacious tendeneies. |
Should Teddy get to be a suceessful third termer, that
police judge will “get his'n.”

Those newspaper corrvespondents down along the
border keep sending as news the statement that Villa is
in flight and the Americans ave pursuing him. I this
statement was turned avound so it would read that the
Americans were fleeing and Villa pursuing it might be
classed as news, When an army takes after a bandit it
is a self evident proposition that he is flecing, and is gFoing
to keep on doing it,

The official records of State Superintendent of Schools
Churchill show theve were 9,272 more children envolled in
the schools of the state in 1915 than the year previous.
The total for the year was 151,799, and the cost of main-
taining the schools was, according to these same records,
$7.065,018.52% This makes the average cost per pupil for
the year, about $46.50,
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as loss of bark. There might be other places where it

dropped out, or causes of its disappearance, but why||

worry”? Nothing that can be done will bring the woudl
back to the pile, or the shekels passed over to someone
for its cutting and delivery, back to the city treasury.|
Public property once lost is like virtue or an umbrellal
under similar conditions—gone forever. |

The best thing to do is to forget if. Otherwise several!
experts and embryo Sherlock Holmes will be put on the|
job of seeking the lost wood pile and the price of another|
thousand cords of wood will be expended in tracing the
other thousand cords, and when its whereabouts is dis-/|
covered, if it is discovered, nothing will have heen gained
hut the satisfying of an abnormal publie curiosity. What |
more need the public know than that the wood is not?
Why inquire where it has gone, since it is known it has no |
return ticket? |

Henry Ford is roiled because Governor Johnson of
('alifornia has issued a proclamation that the Ford Motor
Company must quit business in California for failure to|
pay $24,000 state corporation tax. Not only is Heniw
angry but he has fallen off his peace pedastal, and de-

clares “We will give Hiram Johnson a run for his money ||

that he will never forget.” Then he added: “We will

keep on fighting until the highest courts in the land say
This shdws that Henry, were he a na-|w

we are wrong.”

tional ruler, would fight just like a human being, Henry .+

needs the spothing influence of The Hague and his peace
delegation.

Strange isn't it, what freak ideas that will find place
in a fellow’s think tank, There is Frank Ingram, for in-
stance, who lost one of his legs, when Tracy made his

famous prison break here. Ingram died not long ago but "
in his will asked that this leg lost 14 years ago, and which e«

has been “petting along as well as could be expected un-
der the eircumstances,”

his body in California.
rather enjoys having himself all together, but why want
the pieces together after death?

The attorney defending Rev. Madison Slaughter is o
forceful debater. In making his argument to the jury
vesterday he pounded the desks, books and everything in
sight except the district attorney, and during one flight
of oratory struck the wall with such force that he broke
his hand but not the lava stream of his argument. A
padded ecell should be provided for him on the oceasion
of his next case.

Rev. Madison Slaughter, what ever the verdict of the
jury may be, will sure have a big attorney’s fee to pay.

The dispatches say one of hig attorneys broke his hand lisies

and another shed tears as a new roof does rain, or a dog
hair. Experience teaches that when a lawyer weeps the
client joins him later.

March which eame in like twin Honshids fair to go out
like 2 Ford Lamb.

it does not take him nearly that long, il he gets a move
on,

Day after tomorrow is the day when the folks who i
have stood for so many things durving the year will he
called upon to put up with all kinds of witticisms and ¢

practical jokes.
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RED PAINT

Red paint is pretty as pickled beets; of vich red paint
let the poets sing! Red paint is good for the rustic seats,
and excellent for the garden swing. We put red paint
on the barn and fence, and know full well
it will hold them down; red paint is good—
but there is no sense in using it on the
sleeping town. Red paint is whojesome and
safe and sane, I sing its worth on the stage
and stump; it's a splendid thing for the
weathervane, and fine as silk for the cistern
pump. It can be used when you'd decorate
the stable roof or the kitchen floor; oh, put
three coats on the wicket gate, and spread!
it thick on the henhouse door, It's earned
the praises of tongue and pen, it is far bet-

|ter than green or brown; it is a boon to the sons of men—|
' but it's no good for the sleeping town.
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