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WANTS OLD SYSTEM BACK

The Oregon Voter again regrets that railvoads are
under the control of the commissions and hampered by
government interfervence with their business, It pathetie-,
ally asks: “But how ean railroads pay higher wages un-
less rates are permitted to he raised proportionately?”
Then it adds: “Take either horn of the dilemma—either
pay higher freight vates for the sake of paying higher t
wages, or continue te punish both lahor and capital by
trymg to limit rates.’

The Voter seems to be of the opinion that railroad
employes on one side and railroad owners on the othes
are the only persons coneerned in the matter. It ignores
the producer who has to send his wares over the roads to
the markets of the country and the consumer u. ho has
generally to pay the freight bills no matter how large.

The great American public wants the railroads treated
fairly. They want them to earn a just and fair veturn
on lruir investments and they want rvailvoad employes
paid fair and just wages. Whenever the public through
its representatives, the state or national offieials, do any-
thing that interferes with either of these things they are
m‘erﬂtopplnqlhv hrmmh of their authority. The gquestion
is “Have they done so?

It is elainted the demands of the employes if complied
with would eost the raivoads $100,000,000 a year. The
sum of the cost to the roads has nothing to do with the
matter, the questions being would the granting of the (le-
mands without inereasing the rates ]}ulmlt{ul to be
charged reduee the intevest on the money investe d in the
roads below an honest and Jll‘w[ return on the same? The
other: are the demands of the men reasonable and just?
Are the wages now paid below what ghould be paid for
the work?

It is for settling just such questions as these the inter-
state raflroad commissiong are created, and it is well to
wait their report on the matter before discussing it
seriously.

It may be stated in passing that it is a well known
fact that if the railvoads were permitted to raise rates at
their own sweet will, they would concede the men's de-
mands, and so raise vates as to meet the extra $100,000,000
and some $500,000,000 more just to be on the safe side.
This vast sum would simply be sw i]wei from the consumer
who having no one else to pass the bill along to would be
compelled to pay it himself, That is the system the Voter
would have us return to,
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The editing business down at Klamath seems to have
gome of the hilavity of the good old days when it was
anyone's privilege to whip the editor on any old oceasion—
if he could. A few davs ago Miss Catherine Prehum, editor
of the Merrill Record, made the statement in her paper
that “An armed guard had to be placed around the juil
to protect A, Ernest Lawrence, following his acquittal on
the Lh.ll;.c of murdering Mrs, Alma Kuehne at Dood Hol-
low.” George Bradnack, editor of the Meryill Times con-
teadicted this statement, Due to complieations arising
from these contradictory statements Miss Prehm lost her
temper and it is alleged undertook to horsewhip Brad-
nack who like Villa, Ihrti [t is elaime lt Misg Prehm was
arvested by the eity marshal while trying to break open
a door and gret at the offending Bradnack. Evidently the
lady is new at the editing game or she would not take
offense ut a little thing like thut, but then you see this
equal suffrage business puts some queer notions in the
dear little pates of some of the sisters, they understand-
ing it means that they have the same rights as men—and
many more.

“A primrose on the viver's brim
A yellow primrose was to him,
"Twas that and nothing more,”

That it what some poet wrote about it but he did not
write it on “Primrose Day.” Had he done so the last
line would have rvead:

“*Pwas that and two bits more,”
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RATE QUESTION OPENS

Behold what a great blaze a little fire kindleth, says
the proverb. The present discussion of preferred rates
— | for Portland is a case illustrating this. To be exact the
alluwmg of the terminal rate to Astoria, out of which!.
- grew the present demand on Portland’s part for especial

rates, lower than Astoria or Sound points was the real
starter of the fire, the cause for Portland's later demand, 'nter

The question once opened apparently has no place Sneite st
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haul is shorter, why not the pricé lower? iy charagier, thus e futy
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rates are one thing and rates to intermediate points are

decidedly another. As we understand it the »rate on INBE

through freight from the east to The Dalles, Pendleton,| wiior dosmal:  For twe tho
LaGrande, and other smaller towns east of Portland is (" | e mais it
the through rate to Portland plus the loeal rate back from |y i{ o

Portland. Under this system the place having the short- 174" # 2
est haul would pay the highest freight. This at least used |« witier |

to be the system years ago, and it always seemed an un- ||, ]",',‘,'.l", g v

just way of fixing rates. However that was what was|it of the wstitution,
expected from the railroads in the old days, for if they L e

had done anything on a basis of justice most of us wou i:l| iibe: gon

have not been surprised to see the stars falling soon after- .' ony: w1

ward,

However the game is on and where it will terminate

is one of those things that only the future and the rail-
road commissions can diselose,
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Portland is having mueh worry over her schools. No u12 B T
one seems satisfied with the way they are condueted, But | .conumic sl spritl conitions of th
there seems to be a wide divergence of opinion as to the jrovle were |
cause of unsatisfactory conditions. Some i, Do
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there is “too much board,” while others think theve is “a ! wojaral comiitions puder sus o =e
superfluity of superintendent.,” Perhaps a compromise e b lnows oot (rllgeds: Tt
of the two opinions would be nearer the truth than either B o L

alone,
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Has Teddy really arrived back in the United States? infItioit D plist ued
[t was veported some days ago he would land somewhere ..
on the Atlantic coast that evening. But as Mt. Lassen has '0 the ey, ol
not broken out, nor any earthquake movements been re- yomug A v
;m;'lv.rl on this coast, it is not likely he has yet stepped [\, 0
ashore,
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The Oregonian paragrapher says “no matter if the | ot o A e Yl

feet of the co-eds are bad—that is not all of them, Their Toe sintit ! divige: =
heads are level, and that is enough.” But are they level? 1" i e e thief connor of
I8 so why do they wear the goat-foot ghoe? ' natitutini path

Virgil describing Dido, remarked: “She stands a god- !» "iives
dess and she walks a queen.” Had Dido worn ghoes with i ue the valon or ih
lead pencil heels and pointed toes it is & safe het the vre- jb* or Hingl, but the =0
mark would never have been made about her. dever bisen Buto bonilige,
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A good many: politicians are like the vermiform ap- «f dolivorance
pendis. No use has ever been fyund for them and the je by« o
body palitic is never gquite safe until they are removed. it
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There's nothing move pleasant than paying your bills, 1.
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“I suffered with backache, hoadache and dragying pains for
over nine months, and nothing relieved me until ] taok Piruma.
This medicine is by far better than any other medicine fur these
troubles. A fow bottles relieved me of my miserable half-dead, f
half-alive condition. I am now in good health, hage neither ache
nor pain, nor have I had any for the past year. If cvery suffer-
ing woman wonld take Pmmu, they would soon Enow its value
and never be without it. "’
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