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RAILROADS CAN'T “PASS IT ON™

There has just started a movement on the part of the city engineer of that city.

railroad employes for shorter hours and higher wages.

The railroads claim that to grant the demands of the men Years, and those built with modern cement were good i the fine. withough

would cause a great amount of trouble and immense cost,
part of which would be rearvanging of division points.
They also claim that it would mean an increased cost of
operation amounting to move than §100,000,000 a year.

The railvoads would not have any trouble meeting
their men's demands were it not for the interstate com-
merce act which does not permit them to raise vates with-
out the congent of the commission, If it were not for this,
the roads could grant the demand and by inereasing rates
pass the extra eost along to the patvons of the road anc
eventually to the consumer.

The Oregon Voter always quick to
where a corporation is touched, puts it in & nut shell thus:

“Our complex and cumbersome  system  of
regulation makes impossible quick readjustment of rates

to meet increase of wages stich as is demanded by railway ¢

employes,”

The system is neither
it is foreeful, If it was not for this supervision the roads
would simply advance rates and consequently let the pub-|

lie pay the increased wage granted by them. That is

what the voter intimates the veads wounld do, and it is
correct,
Fortunately for the country and for the railvoads too,
the era of “the publie be damned,” has passed. Unfortu-
ately to effeets of that period ave still with us,
it, and up until vecently, roads were ecapitalized
or four times their cost of construction and rates were
fixed to meet fair returns on these fietitious values.
suppose the amount of water pouved into the average
ailvoad stock was only one-half, its earnings would have
to be largely increased to meet intervest charges. A rate
that would permit six per cent on the aetual cost of the
road would have to be much higher to meet the six per
cent on the water, In other words in order to allow the
company to draw six per cent on its actual investme
would have to be permitted to dhaw 12 per cent on
sum.
If the original builders or exploiters of the vo

owned the stock the matter could be easily adjusted, but UNPresse

a8 we as 4 people have permitted these railroad exploiters
to sell their watered steek to an innocent publie, our
mouths ave closed, and we must go on forever paying
double interest on money invested in vailvoad shares. We
must do this or throw the burden of our carvelessness on
those who arve blameless and who invested their money
in good faith,

The Voter secms to regret the good old days when a
railroad eompany could do as it pleased, and tell the pub-
lie—well, what Vanderbilt told it. It vegrets also all other
things of this kKind judging from its editorial in the March
18¢th issue quoted above, and which it concludes thus:

“Thus the publie, as usual, in its attempt to ru
geonomic conditions, fails to pehieve its main purpose and
has to meet the high cost of bungling.”

Passing the blame up to the public for the erviminy
acts of the railroad exploiters, is an evidence of supreme
nerve, to put it mildly, but it is the old railvoad tviek, and
one that has been played so often, it is no longer effective,

Americans have been warned to leave Lower Culi-
fornia, and a few arve heeding it. Conditions there ave re-
ported normal, due largely to the iron hand of Colonel
Estaban Cantu, the military governor of the state, who
has ordered the arvest of all persons “talking on political
subjects.” He is the kind of man to be at the head of the
government for he has what Carranza and Villa lack—
judgment and firmness,

probable, even he could not control a Mesican mob full

(gether, and have stood the wear for something over 2,000

'eement of today.”

hot with slush from El Paso,
points along the border, they are sending out little veal [ vol bih vrtimisu wis volail afes

CEMENT MAN WANTS CEMENT ROADS

Mr. Aman Moore, vice president and manager of the
cement plant at Oswego, is some boogter for his goods,
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