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A TRUST THAT THREATENS GOVERNMENT

If there is anything that should eause the government
abt once to arrange to own and operate its own armor
plant, it is the threat of the manufacturers that they
would at once advanee the price of armor plate $200 a
ton if congress passed the bill providing for government
ownership of such a plant. This is a deliberate threat

that it would hold up the government regardless of the

danger of the act to the country, and would either compel
it to pay an exorbitant price for the armor necessary
while the government plant was being perfected or leave
the ships now under construetion unfinished,

If this great trust would thus treat the people of the
United States to accompligh its purpose, that of getting
unholy prices for its goods, what has it been doing to it
all these years during which it has had a monopoly?

This eountry may be weak as to its standing armies
but there is a means by which the plant could be taken
over by the government at its sweet will, and the price it
would be compelled to pay would be fixed by others than
those now owning it,

The threat should remove the last bit of hesitation on
the part of congress about the country having its own
plant. The trust has shown that it would throw the
country down for a money consideration, and emphasises
the necessity of the government not remaining at the
mercy of that kind of Americans, who put selfish interests
above the safety of the country.

The threat should be remembered against them by
every true American forever, and they should be de-
prived of citizenship in a country on which they have
fattened and to which they are a disgrace.

General Miles, now retived, but recently commanding
the forces of the United States, is against preparedness,
other than that he suggests the increasing of the stand-
ing army to 140,000 or 150,000 men, He says that if this
country could not raise men in short order to drive out
an army of a million invaders he would want to leave it.
Admiral Blue is of much the same opinion, pointing out
that with plenty of submarines no fleet would venture
near our coast, He also points out the difference be-

tween operating submarines from a harbor against war
vessels and using them at points remote from their base. |

It was the “enemy's” innings in the preparedness ex-
amination yesterday.

Prosperity has cevtainly hit the east a hard jolt. The
convention of the National Tailoys of America opening
in St. Louis Monday showed-the men’s styles that are to
be the mode the coming year. Among these are “green
frock coats with wide red stripes and extreme models in
evening dress, including a wine colored coat with a
lavendar vest to go with it.” Patterns in large checks
are prominent among the digplays and green is the pre-
dominant color, All needed to make perfeet ladies of the
fashionable dudelets will be pink pantalettes, knee length
and laced with cerise.

One of the things keeping Oregon's nose on the

finaneial grindstone is the scarcity of ships to carry the!

cargoes on the Atlantie coast to their destination. This
has caused the transcontinental railroads to issue orders
not to aceept freight for shipment abroad, The wharves
are congested now and conditions are steadily growing
worse despite all precautinos of railroads and shippers,
Oregon hops have felt the effect of this more than almost
any other product.

The sub-committee of the demoeratic national com-
mittee which met in St. Louis yesterday had a consensus
of opinion amongst themselves all deeiding that Wilson
would be the democratic nominee without opposition.
Wonder if they have forgotten, or just overlooked Bryan.
A democratic campaign without the Nebraskan would be
like Hamlet without the ghost or a mulligan stew with-
out onions, He is the “also ran” part of the show.

.

"LADD & BUSH, Bankers

Established 1868
CAPITAL - - - - - -

Transact a_Genefal Banh‘nx_ Bu;iness
Safety Depssit Boxes
SAVINGS DEPARTMENT

It is claimed the allies are buying an average of 2,000
horses a day in the United States, and that the average
price is $135 for cavalry and $165 for artillery horses,
This indicates that about three hundred thousand dollars
are spent daily in this country for horses for the Euro-
pean war. The same source says this ecountry has about

would have a total value of one billion dollars.

‘ Admiral Blue says the American navy is now ready

to meet any enemy it might be called on to encounter on
the Paecific. This listens good but would make the coast
| feel safer if it was known whether the admiral counted
on getting ships from the Atlantic for the purpose if
they were needed on the Pacific. He should remember
|that there are two things that might interfere with this|
scheme, One is the canal and the other dynamite,

|

Unele Sam is evidently billed for a hard time with his)
little family of American republics. Salvador objects tu
his making a treaty with Nicaragua by which he gets the|
sole privilege of building a canal through that republic,
y Little Salvador and Honduras need have no fear of their
uncle building that canal soon. One at a time is enough

for the old man, at least until it gets so it will “‘stay put.” -

For the past six weeks the temperature here has been

from eight to ten degrees higher than in Portland. Con-
'sidering that we are only 50 miles further south this is
| a pretty good showing. The difference is due to the
Columbia canyon which lets the zephyrs from eastern
Oregon strike that inland seaport.

It is stated again that the Lusitania matter is about
settled. This has happened so often that the public will|
'not grow enthusiastic over it until the announcement is
'made that it is a closed incident. It has been arranged
'almost as often as Villa has been assassinated.

Laborers in powder plants these days are entitled tol
higher wages than anyone. Conditions are such that the
laborer might not be able to reach down to where his
| wages were located unless they were pretty high.

hottoms it has largely counter-balanced all damage done
| by it. It certainly did go for the gophers and made them,
eo for the high lands,

SPRING

COMING

The winter wints and slings its snow, the wind is keen|
and frost is king., Cheer up, cheer up, for soon will blow
the soft and balmy airs of spring. Your whiskers now
| are frozen stiff, it is a bleak and bitter day;
your ears are cold, but what's the diff?
Before you know it, 'twill be May. The
tempest batters at the door, the night wind
wails a dismal tune, but in three shakes, or
mayvhe four, you'll wade avound knee deep
in June. And thus it is with every grief;
it hurts our corns, hut soon it's sped; the
darkest, coldest night is hrief, and sunshine
glitters just ahead. My feet are frozen
hard tonight, and yet 1 am a cheerful scout;

[ know that spring will come, all right, and |

April winds will thaw them out. It's true the wintertime

is filled with things that bring my spirit care; but in the |

spring the birds will build their nests among my beard
and hair. ( : :
spring will soon be here, when winter griefs like bubbles
'burst, and in the azure disappear,
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If the high water has killed all the gophers in the river|
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Save Money and
Discomforts

This applies to tooth troubles in a more certain
degree than any others, Save yourselves pain and
money by having your teeth looked after by com-
petent men,
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