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CHANGING AMERICAN CONDITIONS

Ever since the United States became such, this coun-
try has been an exporter of agricultural products. There
will comie a time in the not very remote future, if our
growth is maintained, when we will cease to export food
stuffs for the simple reason that we will consume them
all at home. Besides theve is a vast unsettled country in
South America where land is to be had almost for the
asking and where grain ean be grown more cheaply than
it ean heve,

Argentine alone exports annually four million tons of
wheat, or about 125,000,000 bushels, and yet of her T30
millions of acres less than five per cent are under cultiva-
tion. There are millions of acres lying virgin that are as
easily bronght under cultivation as were the prairies of
Ilinois, and these will sometime in the near future be
largely made to produce either corn or wheat, as both are
it might be said, indigenous,

Besides her vast grainarvies she has great tracts
suited to eattle raising, and with her immense yield of
corn this makes it an ideal eountry for growing the beef
supply of the old world. ’

On top of this it grows cotton, tobaceo, rice, sugar, all
the fruits of the temperate zone and some belonging to
the tropics. In fact in its produets it is a duplicate of the
United States. It is destined to be in the near future
what the United States has so long been, the granary
of the world.

Of course it will be many years before this country
has to import food stuffs, that is wheat, meat and such,
but that time will come. When it does though our sup-
plies will come vather from the north than from the
Arvgentine, for Canada is to be a great wheat country,
but the reciproeity of trade will probably eause such
supplies as we need to come partly from the Argentine,

While agriculture still leads all other sources of
wealth with us the time will come when our manufactures
will take the leading place, and we must find our markets
largely in the Latin American countries. It is fortunate
that the present European war has brought us into closer
and more friendly velations, for it is with her and her
sister republies south of us that we must cast our lot, not
only politically but commercially.

Unfortunate conditions in Mexico are holding back the

time when our relations with our Ameriean neighbors

will be placed on a solid foundation, and it is these con-',

ditions that in a way eause our extreme leniency with
war torn Mexico, o _
Latin America has always been suspicious of us, and

perhaps with some reason considering our former treat- | hioh

ment of Mexico. Our course with that unhappy country
now will either cement a lasting friendship or again
awaken suspicions that it will take years to overcome.

No longer can the finger of scorn be pointed at Oregon
as the “Webfoot" state, California so far outelasses her
for extreme dampness that she is no longer in the swim.
Just note these little items and then size Oregon up with
the drouth-ridden, desert-surrounded, arid seetion of
California where last week according to the dispatches
a submarine dived in the harbor at Los Angeles and staid
down to get away from the floods. Thousands of snakes
took to the bay to get away from the torrential rains and
the fish drowned from the fresh water floods. Can you
beat it, or any other place equal it?

Now comes the experts from the agricultural depart-|

ment at Washington and pronounce the Ovegon flax
fiber superior to any grown in the United States. As the

opinion is unanimous, all that it seems necessary to do to

make it the great industry of Oregon is to grow enough
of it. The factories back east are just naturally longing
for our flax fiber, Let's get busy and send it to them.

Reading the sporting pages, and of the alleged battles
between modern serappers, one is forced to believe the
pugilists are all of the veformed kind, They one and all
seem to strike each other agreeably,

LADD & BUSH, Bankers

Established 1868

CAPITAL. - - - « « - §500,000.00

;l‘ransnct a Gener_ai l_lanklnj Bllslno;s_ 9
Safety Depesit Boxes

SAVINGS DEPARTMENT

Oregon’s corn crop last year amounted to 1,155,000
bushels. Some corn for Oregon; but measured by the
old reliable corn states it does not size up very large.
Illinois erop last year was 350 times as large, In other
words Illinois raised as much corn for every day in the
year as Oregon grew in the year. At the same time in
proportion to population we have the sucker state beaten
|in the number of our automobiles,

| Good bye, old January, we are all glad you are gone.
| February may be no better but we have the consolation
Ithat it can be no worse, Just at present the outlook for
| billing and cooing by the birdies on Saint Valentine'’s day
'8 not encouraging. Unless there is a change and a

decided one instead of hearts and doves on the 14th there
| will be sleigh bells and snow birds.

|

Now that suffrage has come to stay we suggest to the|
| republican politicians who are up a stump hunting a can-|
didate for president that Mrs. Woodrow Wilson could|
probably give the president a harder race for the place
than any eandidate yet suggested,

When Congressman Sinnott gets that hat made from|
the fur of an Oregon jack rabbit he will be a hard man to
beat in the race for congress, or anything else he chooses|
to run for. It would be hard to get ahead of a man wiihi

| jack rahbit headpiece.
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" THE VEILED FUTURE

| We know not what a day shall bring, what brand of|
weal or woe; so let us smile and let us sing, and trip|
fantastic toe. We may feel sure tomorrow’s sun will|
' hide, the whole day long; and when all’
Ot things are said and done, our guesses will
he wrong, We may insist that dark green
grief tomorrow’s brow will wear; and yet|
the dawn may bring relief from all the Woes|
we bear. No man should look ahead and|
say, “Tomorrow is a frost, so I shall wail

around today, and weep, and blame the
cost.” And so, as I have often said, in

dirges fierce but hrief, it's foolishment to

look ahead for further stores of grief. It's

vain to rend our beards and say, “Tomor-
row's charged with fate”; far better to enjoy today, be-/
fore it pulls its freight. This day is ours, this cheerful

|
1)

| [
morn; all yesterdays are dead; all other days are yet un-

born, the stretch of days ahead. This day is ours, the
dear, sweet thing, until it ambles by: so let us danee and
let us sing, and throw our hats on high.
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