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ried over subseriptions until they became disgusted with
such methods of soliciting. We have
contests entirely and find that eiveulation based on the

merits of the paper is much more to he desired. 8

Expensive prizes like automobiles arve still less desir-|
able, since those who do the most work generally find in
the end that some one who can command a good-sized
sum of money steps in at the finish and virtually buys the
best prizes. That is about the only way the publisher
has of getting even and he usually figures on such an'
outcome, An article veprinted from the Editor and
Publisher on this page gives a very fair insight into the
way the so-called popularity contests are managed, show-
ing how the candidates are systematically deceived by
the contest manager and indueed to work to the last when|
they have not the slightest chance to win a prize, It is!
well worth reading, and those who have been duped into;
participating in such a contest will readily recognize the
methads by which they were “strung” along until the
prize was carried off by some one selected to win in con-
aideration of a stated sum of money to he deposited in
the hallot box in the elosing hours of the contest,

Nearly all publishers of newspapers have tried these
contests and most of those engaged in legitimate news-!
paper work have discarded them for good after one or
two trials. .

THE GOOD OLD WAYS ‘]

Some intelligent women were discussing methods of
education, old and new. Strangely enough, or, perhaps,,
naturally enough—for there is apt to be reaction from
one extreme of thought to another—the coneensus of
opinion seemed to be that some of the old methods were|
not so far wrong after all.

It is all well enough to talk about making work pleas-|
ant and allowing the child to express himself in his work
and play. These and a good many other kindred phases’
sound well, '

But these women agreed that theve is still a place for
the old “learning by rote” gystem of acquiring knowledge.

When it comes to multiplieation tables, for instance,
the most direct and effectual method is to learn by heart
—to repeat and repeat a piven combination until the
answer becomes merely a reflex action. A lot of this
aort of mental equipment is necessary to all of us, and
the only way to get it is by hard work—just old-fash-

{

ioned drill or drudgery, if you want to call it that.

But a little drudgery isn't bad for anybody; and
whether it is good or bad for us, life holds a lot of it for
most everyone. All who have achieved much have known|

drudgery, and did not shrink from it. '

It is a good deal like the problem of mastering musie
or art; technique is attained only through hard drill and
drudgery. After technique is gained individuality, if
there is any, will express itself in rich harmonies of
sounds and colors—but not before,

The learning to do things thoroughly is the soul of
real education. The training of one's self to do well
whatever is to be done is the first half of high achieve-
ment,

Drill means discipline as well as drudgéry, and
discipline is another word which everyone has to learn

the meaning of sooner or later, and the sooner the better,| the methods vesorted to by the “spe-|
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