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BLUE SKY ALONG THE RAILREOAD HORIZON

Mr. B. F. Bush, receiver of the Missouri Pacifie sys-
tem, recently delivered an address before the Commercial
Club of St. Louis, on the question: “Why ave certain
important western railroads in the hands of veceivers?”

He drew an exceedingly gloomy pieture, a sort of
chareoal sketeh, all black and with no light effects. His
answer was somewhat “multitudivous,” he giving so
many reasons, each of which was sufficient to supply the
answer to his question, that in the aggregate, the sum-
ming up—the astonishing thing was, not that the rail-
voads were in the hands of receivers, but that they were
in existence.

What My, Bush needs is to reverse his telescope, apply
fiig eye to the smaller end, and get a larger view of the
gituation.

It is no doubt true that the vailvoads, particularly those
of the Central West, ave in a rather bad way. It is also
true that a great deal of the recent legislation has appar-
ently been designed for the destruction rather than the
regulation of railroads. It is true that wages and cost
of material have advanced, and taxes have increased
abundantly. It is true that while these things were hav-

ing their effect on the debit side of the ledger, that rates/|

have been arbitrarily lowered, perhaps, as he claims, “be-
yond the possibility of profit,” and that as he further
says: “The railroads have been ground hetween the up-
per and the neither millstones of public antagonism and
geonomic cireumstances.”

If My, Bush had remembered that one millstone alone
can grind nothing, that teeth are no good unless opposite
one another, he might have found a bit of blue sky along
the eastern horizon of his pieture, for there is much evi-
dence that publie opinion is changing and the bitter an-

tagonism fading away. The fact is being more and more’

recognized that production and transportation are united
heyond all power of divorece. Each without the other is
ralueless, That is why the blue gky is appearing. The
producer long ago knew that his existence depended on
transportation, and while the railroads knew that they
were dependent on the producer entirely, they had the
mistaken idea, that in the division of the partnership,
earnings, transportation was entitled to all the profits,
while production must be satisfied with board and
clothes, They thought they had the producer where he
had to patronize them, and so adopted the “All the traflic
will stand” policy in their dealings. They watered stocks,
some of them; and some they ballooned with hot air, in-
flated them to the bursting point, and insisted the pro-
ducer pay rvates that would yield good returns on this
injected wind and water. They took charge of the pro-
ducers polities too, elected his United States senators for
him generally and ran things with a high hand. The
story is too long to elaborate, and besides everybody
knows it,

Then the producer driven to the wall began to fight
and one after another he extracted the teeth of his old
time partner, until he got him in condition that he could
not bite, In doing this he used drastic means, and heing
pretty well out of humor, probably earried his far from
painless dentistry, too far. The railroads realize this
latter fact, and they also realize that it was their own
arrogance and bull headedness that eansed them all the
trouble.

That is where the pateh of blue sky shows up.

Hroduction, having given Transportation a man’s-size
dose of its own medicine, realizes that it can no more af-
ford to wrong the railroads than it could to be wronged
hy them. They each vealize their interdependence. Pub-
lie antagonism is dying out, is practically dead; and
while there will be such legislation as will permit the rail-

roads to earn fair returns on their investments, the latter

will never again be permitted to get away with the idea
that they own the public instead of serving it. The
sendulum has swung each way with unnecessary violence
out is rapidly settling down to its normal sweep. The
blue sky is in sight for both Production and Transporta-
tion.
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_All the rough places and the deep ra-
vines of despair in life are -easily
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It is the safest shield for protection
and ence you begin fo save yvou will he
convinced it is the only road to comfort
and wealth and we might well say
health, because you will be happier
when you form the habit of saving,

Start today with $1.
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NEW TRAINS

AND IMPORTANT SCHEDLUE CHANGES
On the

Oregon Electric Ry.

N

On and after Sunday
) November 7

ew Daily Local Trains

No. 65, lenve Salem 7:10 0. m, arvive Albany  8:00, Corvalliy 8:24,
Hurelsbueg 8:68, Junetion City $:01, Fugone 0:50; wnd making lovil stopa.
No. W4, lenve Fogene 1106 8. m., Junetion City 11:40, Harrisburg 11150,
Corvallin 12012 p. mo; Adbany 12:50, nerive Salem 1:45; muking local stops.

CHANOGES IN SCHEDULE—-NORTHBOUND.

Portland Loral No. 6, lenve Salem 7:00 . m. instond

of 000,
Portland 0:10 nstend of 8:30;

nrrive

Portland Loenl No, 14, leave Balem, 1045 po . instond of 1:50, arrive
Partlaml, Jefferson St, S:45 instend of 3150, North Bank Btution 4:00
Tatend of 4110,

Limited Noo 10, will run se at present leaving Salom 4:00 pe i, but will
not muke local stops Eugene to Salem,

BOUTHBOUND

Limited No. 5, will loave Bulem 10:15 o m. an ot present, bot will stop
only ut East Independence, Albany, Corvallls, Harrisburg, Junetion City
and Bugene,

Carvallis Lgeal No. 7, leave Sulom 12:53 poom. lnstend of 1:00, wirive
Albany 1:50 [nstend of £:05, Corvallis #:20 instend of 2:39,

Loeal No. D, leave Portland, Norkl Bank Stution 2:08 o m. instead of
2:10, Jefferson Bireet 2:05 instead of 2:00, Salem 425 iostead of 4:856
nrrh‘n:} Albany 5:20 instesd of 5:33, Corvallls 5:02, Eugene 0:43 imiu&i
of 7:05,

New Folders will be avallable Buturdny,
J. W. RITOHIE, Agent, Salem, Oregon




