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SCORNER AND SCORNTED

Those who follow the proceedings in the Roosevelt-
Barnes libel suit will be impressed by the strong flavor
of - polities running through it. In his tvstl{uun_\'_t.h_u
colonel has gotten into the record a gvru-r:ll review of his
political activities, and the other side has brought out
political information designed to discredit hm,
Bose (Idaho) Statesman. _ ‘

As an ordnary libel suit the public would give the
proceedings only passing attentitn, but as a political duel
the case will engross most newspaper readers from he-
sinning to end. ;
- ::\p[’;urvnlly the Barnes side is less interested in the
alleged libel than in the exposure of the colonel as a
friend and ally of “boss” politicians whenever he cqul:l
use them to advance his political interests and notwith-
standing his repeated animadversions against machine
politics. . ‘ A

The evidence of his association with political bosses
whom he subsequently denounced, when he apparently
found he could gain more popularity by that practice, has
heen so n\'l‘t'\\'{u'll'll]I'Ij._'{ that the colonel has eandidly
admitted it. _

It ig not the first instance of American politicians
scorning the degrees by which they had ascended the
solitical ladder of fame when they discovered that to so

«corn would give them possible added popularity. (folonel

Roosevelt and practically all the rest of our politicians
have weleomed the assistance of political bosses and
political machines and have done their hidding,

SHORTAGE OF TEA
The things that nobody could imagine in advance of
their happening are often move intevesting than those
that were reasonably obvious,
* Anybody would have foreseen thal wheat would get

pxpensive if half the warld went to war, and thal powier

and shrapnel shells would be above par,

Butl who could have foreseen that tea would become
substituted half way avound the world for more stren-

nous drinks, and that long befove the first year of wa

was ended there would be a shortage of tea and an in-
crease in the price, with a threat of a serious revolution

in the whole business of raising and selling tea?
This is the most recently discovered elfeet of the wal
The soldiers in the trenches and the people they have

left at home are cutting out the hard liguor and taking

to tea, Consequently tea is being consumed in large
guantities than ever before, while there is no presen
prospect of expanding its production fast enough to Kee
step with the demand,

Ten—the feminine beverape—mild, innocent, pinl
tea—suddenly becomes one of the items of war material
and the price has gone up in the primary markets 20 to
10 per eent, with prospeets of a veal shortage before long
and still further advances in price,

The Russians who have had to give up their vodka,
the French who have been deprived of their aleoholie
diinks and the Epelish who are being shamed into for
swearing beer and whiskey must all agree that war is all
that General Sherman said it was,  And if tea goes up
in price, the rest of the world will join in making that
gonclusion unanimous,
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The United States Steel corporation reperts 2 glightly
less tonnage of unfilled orders April 1 than on .\l_;u'ch 1;
This is due to two causes. (1) It nearly doubled its out-
put in March over anything it had been doing for several
months. and the business revival did not get under full
swing until within about three weeks, (2) The railroads

3% !of the United States placed large rail orders with the

Canadian mills because a seemingly hard and fast agree-
ment among the rail makers keeps the price at §25 a ton
where it has stood “pegged” for a dozen years regardless
of cost or quality.. The Canadian mills sell at lower
figure and guarantee conformity to specifications which
the home mills refuse to do, If these orders had been
placed here the tonnage of the Steel corporation for the
month would have inereased. Some day the steel manu-
facturers of this country will realize that while J. P
Morgan was a great banker, his monoplistic methods in
manufacture are as impossible as they have proved to be
disastrous in railroad management, as illustrated in the
New Haven catastrophe and in the shipping industry as|
was proved by the collapse recently of the shipping trust.
\

The Hood River Glacier has discovered that a “buy at
home” campaign is desirable in that progressive town.
It says: “Some of us Hood River people get up at the
alarm of a Connecticut eclock, button our Chicago
| suspenders to our Philadelphia pants, wash our faces
| with Cineinnati soap in a Penneylvania basin; sit down to
a Grand Rapids table; eat Nebraska baeon and Chinese
eggs; spread our toast with Australian butter or eat
rolls made of Wisconsin flour and Kansas lavd; walk out
| of a house plastered with a Scotch mortgage; do business
with money borrowed from the east; advertise with
printed matter produced in Portland; traverse streets
honded by New York capitalists; at bedtime read a verse
from a Boston Bible; say a prayer composed in Jerusalem: |
' erawl under a New Jersey blanket, and are kept awake
hy the yeowling of a Hood River cat, the only home
product of the entive layout.”

Billy Sunday is more of a menace to the brewers and
distillers than prohibitory laws, if we may accept thi
news that comes from Philadelphia at face value, It is
asserted that since Sunday’s revival meetings there has
been a falling off in arrests for drunkenness from 3339
in December, before Sunday went there, to 2500 and
2700 a month during his stay of practically three months.

A distressing aceident happened to a resident of Med-|
ford recently, according to the Daily Sun, [t says: “Geo.
T. Colling of this city while driving down Main street
Monday morning experienced the unpleasant sensation

of having one of his hind wheels drop off.”

Why hasn't Salem started a general clean-up move-
ment?  Other eities and towns are busy removing rub-
bigh, cutting grass, in gshort are engaged in municipal
houge-cleaning.

The testimony in the Barhes-Roosevelt ease is a
strong argument for the dirvect primary, especially if it

+ means, as many politicians contend, the death of govern-

ment by party organization.

{
Vuntrammelled to the sea,

i The hi.*l!ill’_\' of the I‘:HI'H|||':H| war, as it i8 sent out by

v the correspondents, is just one chapter of horrors after

The Oregon {'il.‘.‘ locks have been unlocked by thel
feceral government at last, and commerce now flows

i cost or quality.,

The Canadian

mills sell at a lower w 4

Some 243,000 women voted in the vecent Chicago elec- .,

tion and only 1702 supported the prohibition ticket,
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Medford Mubl Tribune: Goorge Rob- |
erts, of Roseburg, who Claims to be the
oldest living Oregon pienger, iy spend
g f fow days b the eity and valley |
visiting old firiends and asyunintandes. |
Mr, Roberts drove stuge between Rose-
burg wnd Yreka it the early days and
iwoane oFf the wost  piletaresque  chr
adters of the enrly history of this see-
tion, Mr. Roberts received an offer to
drive stage ot the 1015 fair, but owing
to, paralysis of his cight orm was foresd
to decline the offer.

Newberg Graphic: The managers of
the Newberg creamery siy that while
they hiud to ennviss the surrounding
soungry for crenm Inst sénson, o gmul
supply is eoming in now without a solie-
itation, They are writing 800 éheeks o
month and are tursing ont 4,500 rosndds
wf butter a wepk.  From the first of
Decomber 1o the middle of February
they shipiped BH000 pounds of bntter )

Creswell Chironicles A wolf lius killed
suvernt sheep and gotls on the Lower
phwiee reeently, Tt comes down into the
Baroyurd ot nlght swnd Rills the snimnls,
It entehes o shoep by the theoat and
sucks out the Blood, then rigs the flnonk
upen nnd gets the liver sl ledaves the
balance of the nnimal  untouched.
Twelve of fifteen gonts have been lost
by Mrn. Lowoer, and Mr. Enton hns wlso
lost o numaber, The wolf has been soen
an one or two oceasions but at too gront
n distanee to kil

The  Aurors  Ohserver s Muelighurg
enrréspondent writes: ' Burely oo gpot
on this teviesteinl bnll eould nfford o

more chinrming elime thun which we
have been enjoving for the pnst month,
With' just enough rdin to promote bhe
eupild geowth, so eapld tiar it s plainly
visible, every morning, we bave hwd
aumme’ warmth with n brévee that lod
k--p! iy the slightest  approuch 1)
ovgrhenting even from those doing the
most strencous ot of dovr work, '

Rosehtirg Heview: Sentod  on the
snge like nn organizotion of profie
stopmls and playing their parts with the
wonfidence aud dignity of mugicinns of
long exporienee, Rosehurg's  juvenile
band Iust night ut the Pulnee theatre
showsdl why Boston W g0 prowtd of Lo
Nymphony orchesten wnd Chicago of her
White City band, The WK
the bined " fiest ronl public appenoinne,
The bund will be one of the teatinres of
this yenr's Btrmwherey Carnival,
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The Jefforson “Illinl'_\' Hi']']lhl\‘!_’th
wenkly, hos been foundod by Dr, Bailey
K. Leaeli, who achieved notoriety ns an
exile In the eelebmted Coon county de
portation anse in 1008, The Senrehlight
15 published at Metolios
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