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department store, gave a talk before the class on “Plan- kuucked Long's dog from the log, leas-
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STATE ROAD FUNDS TO ENCOURAGE DEBT.

It is given out semi-officially at least that the state
highway commission will distribute all the road fund of
$240,000, raised annually by taxation of all the people,
among the counties only which vote road bonds, In other
words the property owners of Oregon ave to be f orced to
contribute to a fund which will be used as a premium to
induce counties to go into debt, The deeper the counties
bacome involved and the morve reckessly they squander
money upon alleged road work, the heavier they will he al-
lowed to draw upon this state road fund. Jackson, Hood
River, Columbia and Clatsop counties are examples for the
current year, and they will get practically all of the $240,-

000 state fund.

If counties do not vote road bonds they get no money
from the fund paid in by all the counties under a half mill
state levy—and a crazier decree, from a business stand-
point could never be issued any set of state officials! No
matter how much permanent, substantial work a county
may do on its voads, paying for it as it is done, the state
hoard blacklists that county, and demands an issue of
honds before it is recognized. Lane county has built many
miles of macadam road in the past few years, and paid
for it. Douglas, Marion and several other counties have
done a great deal of road improvement, probably accom-
plishing more than has been done in the bonded counties,
yet they are to receive back none of the money their tax-
payers contribute to the state road fund, because they

have issued no road improvement bonds.

The policy of the state board, if adhered to, virtually
makes the state road fund a premium to be distributed by

the hond buying coneerns of the country.

‘PAY-UP WEEK"” AND ITS RESULTS.

It is now over a year since a little townghip in Wis-
consin originated a bright idea, which seems to have taken

root in & very large section of the state.

When the town in question announced its purpose of
ohserving a “pay-up week,” in which all the debtors would
make settlement, everybody smiled, But the thing was
done, and several thousand unsettled bills were cleared in

the process.

Now the place has had its most prosperous year, and
many other western towns and not a few big cities are

"

considering a “pay-up week

The philosophy of the plan is simply this: That by Przemysl for the benefit of inquiring subseribers, It is as heen s
paying your bills, the other fellow is enabled to pay his, bad as the word itself, ' L
and 8o on in a sort of endless chain, which finally comes
avound to you again, with you out of debt and no one

owing you,

Thus all are quits, the commereial skies are elear, and

everybody feels better.

In the first experiment over $40,000 in old accounts
changed hands, and the liquidation this year promises to

he o finanecial tidal wave,

The idea of a “pay-up week” is excellent and should be
pushed along. The wider it extends, the more sound and

gtable will be the business of this country
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