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A BLOW TO BLACKMAIL.

Onee more the United States supreme court has settled
a ridiculous law by simply applying the rule of common
sense.

This law was clumsily framed and hurriedly passed at a
period of public hysteria, when magazine and other pub-
lications had led to the belief that there existed a huge
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DIVIDED SESSION WOULD BE BETTER. \
——— |

Ag time draws near for the end of the present session|
of the legislature theneed of a divided session and a limit
on the amount of legislation that can be introduced be-
comes more and more apparent.

There are hut three dusy more than a week n)w left in|
which ta ecompiete the work of the session and yet bills arve
still being introduced in the senate. All of the committees
are heavily loaded with work and will be up to the last
davs of the session. Next week will see night sessions a
common oceurence and little time will be left for com-
miittees to work. With this condition will come the op-
portunity for “log rolling” that is, there will be such a rush
and such heavy demanfis on the committee members that
bills will he erowded through without proper considera-
tion because of trades between members who have pet
measures they are anxious to pass. The chairman of any
committee may report hack a bill as heing favored by his
committee, altheugh only one other member may agree
with Him, the others taking it for granted they were
abgent when the measure was being considered and that
every feature hag been thoroughly threshed out: Next
will come third reading of the bill and its author will éx-
plain, very briefly, some catehy provisions of it, stating
that the other sections make no material changes in pres-
ent laws; that the bill has been cavefully considered by
the committee which has it under investigation, and since
there 18 so much work before the body he will take no
more time, ete, Should this be at a late night session, and
it has been very peeuliar in the past the way that certain
hills happen to eome up at these late sessions, it is quite
probable that not over a thirl of the senate or house has
ligtened to the explanation, or iff they have are not alert

enough mentally following the strain of a long day’s work *

to deteet the jokers in the bill, The voll is called and if

the first few members vote in the affirmative the bill pass- *
o8, for the vest follow suit without further investigation.

This is a briel deseription of lepislation as it is enacted,
and it istrue to life,

In this way vieious bills have been passed at almost
cvery session of the legislature and will be as long as the
present system is followed. But before another session
hag convenéd the people will be given the opportunity to

vote on a constitutional amendment limiting each senator |
to five bills and providing that all these bills shall be in- s

troduced hefore a recess is taken for considering them be-
fore committees, The committees arve then given time to
do their work in broad daylight and at a time when they

ate not tived out with having spent a hard day on the » 4

floor of the senate or house, When the committees have
completed their work then regular seasions of both houses
will be resumed and the work of passing bills taken up,

It may he that the people do not desive to change from 05 .

the present system, but if they ave satisfied with it they
chould not complain about the poorly constructed laws

and obnoxious measures that are so frequently placed on s

the stutute books in the rush of the last days of every
se8sion,

The state higtorical society, with headquarters in Port-

land, is asking for & moderate appropriation in order to |

continue its work, We believe it should be granted in
gapite of the universal demand for economy. Anyone who
has ever visited the exhibit of pioneer days in the Port-
land city hall building, arranged and presided over by
Geo, H, Himeg, one of the earliest residents of the state,

will realize the value of this work and hope that it may be |

kept up and even broadened in its seope. The society has
never received a large amount of money and seems to
have been economically managed so that it is now in a
position to make its request for funds without explana-
tions or exeuses, The results of its past efforts are the

best guaranteée that whatever appropriation is granted|'

will be well expended.

Those senators who are now declaving that the ship
purchase bill is a deliberate attempt of President Wilson
to plunge this country into the BEuropean war are the same
fellows who have been eriticizing the president because he
would not begin hostilities against Mexico. Lodge, Borah
and other vepresentatives of the shipping trust merely
had to have a plausible excuse for oppoesing the adminis-
Lreation bill, :
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dicate has ever been discovered, though individual erim- |
inals do conduct this horrid traffie, and are constantly be-
ing detected and punished under state laws, '

The Mann law, through an oversight in wording, was
immediately perverted into an instrument for blackmail.
It made immorality punishable for erossing a state line, |
and applied the punishment to the man only.

All that was necessary was for the blackmailer to decoy
her vietim across a state line and then threaten him with |

the terrors of the law, which made federal judges, dis- |

trict attorneys and marshals her accomplices. Her pre-
vious character, her consent, had nothing to do with the
man's erime, |
The supreme court has cut out this blackmail game by |
a decision that the woman can be punished as well as the
man,
Thig makes it a just and beneficent law,

Here is something good said about the legislature, and |
we reprint it because we like to give the dev—, but we
wouldn’t put it just that way either; in short we want to
give both sides. The Harney County News says: “The |.
state senate denied women the right for jury service. Ii
the legislatuve adjourned and did nothing more than this
it would have done more for humanity and the homes of
our niation than any like gathering of modern times.”

There is some good comes out of almost everything, To
illustrate, smallpox forced the Arizona legislature to
adjourn,

CHARLES H. FIEHER
Editor and Manages
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PREPARE FOR SPRING
BUILDING TIME IS NEAR

We sell Bath Tubs, Sinks, Wash Basins, Piping in

all sizes and all lengths, Plumbers’ Supplies—all at

redueed prices, Buy here and save money.

H. Steinbock Junk Co.

Phone Main 224. 233 State Street, Salem, Oregon
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