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SOUTHERN ORBGON'S PROTEST.

Just as a hunch to the politicians, it is suggested that
they put in a little time studying the election returns from
southern Oregon, and they may learn something that will
be of use to them in 1916. It will be remembered while
conning this little lesson that southern Oregon has been
practieally without recognition either in state or federal
offices so long that it has become sort of understood
among politicians that she neither wants nor deserves
anything. An examination ol the votes for eongress will
disabuse the mind-political of this idea. The republicans
of southern Ovegon wanted the nominee for congress at
the last election, but they did not get him, The democrats
put up a Coos Bay man, who was little known in the dis.
trict, and yet a study of his vote will eonvey the idea of
what southern Orvegon intends to do. Notwithstanding
Congressman Hawley's strength, had the democvats put
up a southern Oregon man with wide acquaintance and
popular, such as could have been easily found, it may well
be doubted if Mr. Hawley could have won. It is not that
there is any especial feeling against Congressman Hawley
or any other man, but that southern Oregon is demanding
representation in congress, and she is going to have it.
Mhat seetion is naturally republiean, but if she can’t have
u republican congressman, she will take a demoeratic one,
There is no charge for this huneh to the republican lead-
apg, but it is worth much more than the cost.

STRANGERS IN TOYLAND.

This year only a part of the $7,000,000 usually spent hy
the United States importers upon foreign toys will go
abroad; the vest will help to swell the $2,000,000 usually
apent upon domestic Ltoys.

There will be less variety in dolls than heretofove,
There will be a larger proportion of the hardy rag and
pubber races with their imperishable charm.

The Christmas tree will glitter less splendidly with
tinsel and plass globes, but more appetizingly with cornu-
eopias and popeorn balls,

German confections will be generally replaced by do-
mestic goodies; elaborate mechanical toys by carts and
bulky apparatus meant to keep the child’s body active;
quaintly carved knick-knacks from the Black Forest or
from Russia by bloeks, dominos and simple wooden or
paper mache materials that challenge the child’s ingenn-
iy,

[t will be a boon to harassed mothers and nursemaids
if this year's toys, for a chance, ave of the sort that age
cannol wither, nor eustom stale, the twelvemonth round.

One of the main troubles in providing a remedy for un-
employment ig that the johless man and the manless johb
are often so far apurt, Work being plentiful in Texas is
af little benefit to the jobless man in Massachugetts unless

|

some means can be provided for bringing them together, |

The jobless man usually has not the price of a ticket. at
least for any great distance, and the man who would give
him work does not feel disposed to advance him the fare,
even il he could brust the man to use the money advanesd
it for that purpose. This has caused a sugpestion that
the United States, using its department of labor and its
postal service, arrange not only for letting the jobless
know where there are jobs, but ulso of providing the
means for bringing them together. The matter has been
ken up and perhaps some solution of the vexing but ser-
jous problem may be found,

Every matter has somewhere a humorous feature if it
dan only be discovered. In the European war the real
humorous feature and about the only one so far developed
ig the sudden awakening of Canada to the fear of inva.
sion by Germans from the United States, and her sudden
determination to prevent this at any cost—even if it is a
whole dollar, ¢

The legislature has n job lot of business coming in
passing laws to make the prohibition amendment a work-
ahle proposition. It has been suggested that the easivst
way to get the new law working is to get the Kansas legis-
lation on the subjeet and re-enact the whole business,
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Now that the Social Service Center has heen organiz
ed, it is hoped it will not be so long in getting at work as
it was in getting ready. It is a wise and good move, anc |
there are already a number of cases where its aid will be
appreciated. Some wise old philosopher said that “he avho |
gives quickly gives twice,” and there is much truth in the
iden. The most generous aid is of little use to one who has
already starved to death, and a much lighter contribution
to the living is far better. '

That was a wise law that provides no bridges shall be
built where there is not a county road. Yet it might he
gotten around by building the road while getting ready to
erect the bridge. About all it amounts to is providing the
road shall be built first, Maybe the legislators had an idea
the county engineers might not be able to hit the ends of
the bridge in.laying out a county road, and so wanted to
he sure the bridge could be used,

Seeretary of State Oleott is most assuredly correct in
calling the census taken by the state every five years an
unnecessary luxury. He shows it costs about $100,000 to
collect the data for this census, and this is never compiled
There is a mass of stuff storefl away in the capitol base-
ment, and that is all there is to show for the expenditure
of the $100,000. The legislature should repeal this law as
a starter, and to get its hand in for other work of the
same kind.

Judge Stephenson, of Portland, is disposed to he fas-
tidiously particular. He holds that “September Morn,”
woven in little rugs and given away with tobaceo, is an
obscene picture, but that the same picture in a studio
would be a work of art. This indicates the judee has an
idea that it would take something much worse than “Sep.
tember Morn” to make anything like a showing of vulear-
ity or obseenity in a studio. N N

There are a number of persons mentioned in connec-
tion with the state printer’s office, and there seems to be
gome doubt as to their being qualified under the law tc
hold the place. There is some provision of the law which
requires experience in the printing business, and whether
this means the position must be filled by a practical print-
er remains to be settled.

Oregon is giving strength as well as tone to the eastern
mavrkets since the opening of the Panama canal, Ten car-
loads ol onions helped the work along some.

Rumania is still neutral but seems to he wishing some-
thing or someone would push her off the fence and on the
allies' side of it,
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