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THE FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE.

Up to this time the foot-and-mouth epidemic has baf-
fled scientific investigation. Such a condition as the pres-
ent should stimulate Federal and State authorities to the
utmost efforts to isolate the germ and to find means of
protecting the stock-raiser and farmer from a plague
which may sweep away in a week the profits of years of
industry. :
m[h'}";te{;udden outbreak and the rapid spread of this
deadly disease is a serious blow to cattle, and tlau;\,lf‘ inter-
eate. but whether it will prove so to the universal “goat,
the ulfimate consumer, will depend largely upon himself
go far as it is a question of meat. _

The first thing that happens when the food market is
disturbed is the atte mpt to impose a fresh toll upon the
consumer. I the disease continues to spread with the
rapidity which has so far characterized it, the meat sup-
ply of most large cities must soon be affected, for large
soctions of the country are being sealed up by quarantine
unid eattle, sheep and hogs ave being slaughtered in large
numbers to staump out the infection.

There is no good reason, howecer, why the consume
ghould not adjust himself to the eondition. It will not
hirt him to cut his meat rations down to half or even a
fourth. The great majority of Americans eat far too

fer in health, probably the majority would be benefitted,
if we had to go without it entirely for a month or two.

The really serious result of further increase of the epi-
demie would be the reduction or loss of our milk supply,
should dairying sections on which we are dependent be in-
cluded in the quarantine zones. _

So far, that danger does not seem formidable, but ev-
ey effort should be made to avert it, because, although
we can do without meat for a while, there are thousands
of children and invalids who eannot do without milk.

The Federal and State sanitary boards seem to he
ghowing great vigilance and aetivity, but thfcy will he.
badly handicapped if they do not receive individual and
community co-operation.

SOUTH AMERICA’S INVITATION.

Argentina has issued an invitation to America to come
down and trade with her. It would seem the generally
wide-awake American had either lost his grip or neglect-
vd an opportunity that this invitation had to be extended
Ambassador Naon, at Washington, gave out the invita-
tion as follows:

“American manufacturers can occupy the places lefl
vacant by Buropean industry in all branches that haye
beett sevved by it. The present moment offers to Ameri-
can manufacturers very apprecinble advantages, In or-
der to get these advantages, they must take the initiative
themselves, sending at least small cargoes and agents,
These boats would return with our products,”

Hevetofore, Germany has had the lion's share of Ar-
genting's teade, and ag it is perhaps the largest and hest
trade south of us, it is well worth strenuous efforts to
pick it up. In fact, the same conditions exist throughout
South America, and the same opportunity to establish
trade relations with our neighbors, Onee eztablished, it
will be a difficult thing to divert it back into its former
channels,

Speaking of the big eannon recently tried out by the
government, recalls the faet that there is another cannon
of some calibre, but fortunately of about obsolete pattern,
that has come to the front again, Of course, Joseph Gur-
ney Cannon is referved to, Jogeph is 80 years old and will
eavort as gaily in the congressional pastures as any of his
mates, though he may not Kick £o havd or high. His re-
tirn to his old place is the result of the reflex action of
the political extensors, It is of a piece with the “vindica.
tion"” of that “great and good man” by the great state of
Ponnsylvania assisted by the strenuous Teddy or perhaps
we should say: By Teddy, assigted by the state of Penn-
svlvania. Both these cases are flashes in the pan, the ex-
piring twinkle of the great light of standpatism eve it
winks out Torever,
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“MADE IN SALEM” GOODS.

There is a good display of “made in Salem” goods at
the Portland Railway, Light & Power company’s build-
ing. It ought to be viewed by every resident in the city
because a great many of them are not aware of the full
extent of our home industries. When the people fully
realize what is now being done in the way of home man-

sve| ufacturing they will not doubt find many things to buy

that will tend to keep money here instead of sending it
to other communities for something that is no better in
any respect. We want more factories—every city does—
but the best plan after all to get them is to patronize and
encourage in every way, morally and financially, those we
now have. Make our home industries, hig and little, pros-
perous and that fact will encourage others to come if any-
thing will; it is a better plan than to give bonuses to get
factories, only to have them starve to g:aath after they do
come,

Let everybody visit the exhibition of “made in Salem”
goods, this week and next, and supplement it with an ef.
fort to help these industries to grow into bigger and bet-
ter establishments.

It requires a rather strong imagination to create a
real patriot out of a Mexican, and yet if the dispatches are
correct, Villa may prove to he the one Mexican with thie
trait developed to such an extent as to be noticeable with-
out a microscope. According to the reports, Carranza
made it a condition preliminary to his resignation that
Villa be sent out of Mexico. The convention replied that
this would not be done, but that Villa would be given com-
mand of the forces of President Gutierrez, elected by it.
When Villa learned of the conditions imposed by Car-
ranza, and the action of the convention, he voluntarily of.
fered to leave Mexico, saying he would do anything, even
io expatriating himself forever, to bring peace to his un-
happy country. This would he indeed a patriotic act, and
if Villa keeps his word, which remains to be seen, the title
of “patriot” cannot well be withheld from him. It would
be pleasing indeed to be able to chronicle the discovery
of a Mexican who placed his country or even his God

above himself, Let us indulge the hope, for a short time

0 [ ARV WaY, that this rare specimen has at last been discov-
mueh meat, authorities agree, and none of us would suf-;

¢red, and that it may heeome indigenous to Mexican soil,

The department at Washington intimates that the of-
ficials in charge of the immigration business would nof
e disposed to serutinize lightly such Belgian immigrant
as were helped to reach our shorves. This heing true, it
might be a good thing for Oregon and especially for Salem
il a few of the flax growers and linen workers could be
assisted to locate here and show us how to grow and man-
ufacture flax. A hundred or so thrifty Belgians taken
from their devastated homes and brought here would he
not only an act of charity, and for that matter, duty, but
it would in the end do much toward making Salem and the
Willamette valley the new eenter of the linen trade of the
world. Would not some effort along this line be the pro-
per thing for us as a community to make?

The value of anti-typhoid vaccine has been demon-
vtrated beyond all doubt, It has been tried on thousands
of soldiers in our own army, and the French have also
demonstrated its efficiency, as perhaps have most of the
other nations. It is not known yet how long the vaceine
will render the person it is used on immune, but this time
s at least a year and probably much longer than that.
Pyphoid germs can exist but a short time in soil or water
w0r can they long resist exposure durine warm weather.
[t follows then that with humanity made immune even for
1 year the germs of the disease would cease to exist.
\long this line lays the hope of finally making this dread
lisease only a matter of medical history. :

The eastern papers are practically unanimous in their
iptimism over the results of the regional banks. They all
rediet that the words “finaneial panic” have been obliter-
ated from the American business world's voeabulary [t
& pointed out that Wall street or other money centers can
no longer corner the money and einch the balance of the
tountry, Secretary MeAdoo is greatly pleaged with the
hanks' first two days operations, and like the newspapers,
18 enthusiastically optimistic as to the immense good
these banks and the system will accomplish,

While the cry is ascending to the skies from certain
sources bewailing the unprepavedness of the United
States for war, suddenly the country is told that Unele
Samuel has just completed a sixteen-inch gun with twice
the penetrating power of the best German gun in exist-
ence. Let the timorous and cautious now take a rest from
their worrying, for it is probable the country is better
preparved for war than they imagined. It might be pos-
sible Uncle Sam failed to notify them as to what he was
doing in the war-preparation line.

Vera Cruz has for some months been the one peacefyl
and orderly city in Mexico. It remains to be seen whether
it can maintain its reputation after Unele Sam removes
his forces. If it does, the money expended in showing it
how to hehave will not have been spent in vain.
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Portinnd.
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