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the coast.  Wihen abe could not pick Up enough
borges to mmke it pay, why, sbe'd go palavant
ing down to Cuba for bales of tobaces or over
to the Bermuadas for tse heaven smelling
onlon.  Today she was an aonfon ship; which
preclodes any lden of sdventure. Sle was
about 4.000 toos, and ber engines wers gierp-
ward asd oot amidehin  She carried two
omgty aud o ball dosen holst booms, and the
anly visible sign of nayihing new on ber was
her bowspril.  This waa sew doubiloss beeansn
sbe bad puked her nose tuo far into her lust
slip.

Har crew wan orderly and tractable. Thers
were shore dronkd, to be sore, becnoss they
werns sxilors; lLut they wers o peaceful ot
withal At this moment they were st work

There wan a sallor among (his crew, and
be wrat by the uame of Steve Blossom; and
ke wus ome of Lis kindk A grimy dime novel
protruded rakishly from his hip pockel, and
his rinlic cheek wan swollen as with the toath
ache, doe, probably, to a generous “ ehnw ™ of
Beawnes Dolight He ons a real tobaceo
chewer, for he rurely spit. e was as peace
ful az a backwnter bay In summer: pon
argumentative and pumlye, he stood his wateh
in falr wentber und foul

No one gave the anchor any more atten
tion sfter It came to rest, The great city
over the way was fairr-like In [t haziness
and transpurity. 1t was the poetsy of angles,
of shafts and sparm of stone; dnd Stews
Bloswom, baving & moment to himself, leancd
sgilngt the mil and stared regeetfully,. He
had Deen generounly drunk the night befors,
aad It was o pleasnst recollection.  Chanee
Ivd hls glance tu trill down the entwater. His
uech sivvivhed from hin collur like w (urtle's
from fta shell

"Well, I'TT e he mur
ruated, shiftiog Lis cud from starboacd to port

lornawogpled 1

Cauglie on the fuke of the anchor was tha
rrangest lnokitg box he had over kid eyes on
Thare was leatber and steel bands and dla-
wondrabaped ivory snd mother of prarl mnd It
hopng fnontily on the point of the rosty Qule
I'rensure !

Ao

Sieve wona dowtined pever to Lo possiv

mzabic Uls Dest impulee was to ol Glr com
pinloos . |l
at all,

thi hox 1o Wi

weund impilas was o =y soth
and wait lor an oppurtunity & gol

bunk withoat belng detoctied

Diswonds sod rubles gng Serip

mind ol Spactely godd ; all hanging 1o the Pulis
ol e gachar,
" Hornowogghd 1™ In a kind ol swesnne

whisper Wiks thine * An' we w-headin® for 1

Patieas ! " For uwoder hlg feet he could Lidar
the rhrthm of the engines * What'll 1 81 1t
I Ienve §t, gome coe clse’ll see {L" Lle scratohed
his ¢hin perplecedly ; and the.cud went back
to statbourd. “1 got H!"™

Ie tooli off his coat aad enrefully dropped
it down over the mysterfoos box 11 was
frowing durker und darker all the thpe, aud
shortly nelther cont nor anchor would be vis
e without ¢lose seruting.

Tronstire: cremd,

ecopllity, crima  Sieve suw enly Lhe troasure
What did they
el theto T —dogbloors sold plecesof-eight ¥
e vie his supper wih his monsmaten, and
Lie ate boartity as asual. B wonld have taken

end mat jln mmp followers

woanetblug more virul then mere Lieasure to
diwiord Rieve He was
ots of thows envioble lodividuais whose imngh
oatlon aul gustric Mices work at the same
fime. Apd while Le ate be planned In the
Gest place, be wwuald bury thut home st Bed
ford; chen e wunld mke over the Gilson
homse and live ke a lovd. If be wonted o
doduk, wll be weuld have o do would by to
min the splget or tip a bottle; and more
than that, he'd baure a bartender to do it
Onlciss! e swure e would nol have an
otlon withln & mile of the Gilion howse
"Ouloen!™ Qulte uncomsciously he spoke
this word nloud.
= Huh? Well, it yo don't like onions, find
o booker (hat packs vialets in Ber bold,™ was
(he ebeerful advig of the man al Steve's
eltraw,
" Who's tikin' © youT" grunted Stess
= Wha' dit } may 2"
= Onlonn, ye inbler! Don't we kinow whm
mlimn [x?  Aln't we smelt 'mo g0 long that
ra conld stiek prr nose In (0" starboarnd Jight
au’ never gmell oo kerosene?- Onions! Pass
th' cawify ™
Bteve helped bimselt first. The man who
apoke bunked over him, and 1hey were not on
the bewt of terma. There waw no real reason
for Ibin frank antsgonism; simply, they did
oct splice any mere effectually than eotton
rope nnd bemp spllce.  Sailors ure moody and
superstitious : ut least they generally sre on
hookers of the “Captain Manner:s " hresd
Btuve was superstivious mand Jim Donkers waa
~mouly aad hod mo thomb on bis Jeft band.
Spanish doobloons and pearls and diamonds
#nd rubdes! It was mighty bard wot to ey
thege words out lond, teo; Yure them Into
Gie sullen faces grovped sbout the table e
wea off wateh (It miduight : and be was won-
dering It he eonld get the Dox without attract
Ing the attention of the lookont, who had &
deellinh keen eye for everything that stirred
on deck or en waterr Well, he would Yave o
risk it; bot be would wait tifl ful] darkoess
had fallen over the sea and the lookont would
Be compelled to kéep his eyes off the deck
The boyy ‘wasted him to play eards
“Not for me. Bastel How Joog & ¥
fhink $40 T Just fu New York, suyhow?”
And be stalked vot of the forecastle and went
dowa into the walst to enfoy hin evening pipe,
el the while keeping w weathey eye forward,
at the mtty oid pilet house
It was 10 o'cloek, land time. when be

Blossea's appetite.

mummed hiv cutty Inte a pocket and rescfuter .

Iy walked forward If asy soe watched Mm
they would think he wus only looking dows

MILION EOILAR MYSTIR

*YOU LEMME BY!"® BREATHED STEVE.

the cutwater, The thought of money and the
pleasures it will boy makes cunning the st
pldest of dolts; und Bteve was erdinarfly a
dolt. But tonlght his brain was keen emough
for oll purposes. 1t wis a husardous Job to
get the box off the fluke without letting 1t alip
back lnto the sen.  Steve, however, necom-
plisbed the feat, elimbed back on the rall and
sat down, waiting A quarter of an howr

pasitl  No one had ween him.  With his coat
mecnrely wroppsd about his precious find he
mndi for the forrenstle.  His mates, snve those

who wire doing thelr watel, were all In thifir

bunkn  An oll lump dimly [HNomineted the

forward partition.  Stove's bunk was almost
Very deftly e rolled back the
bedding, and seereted the box under Ms pli
s, and then stretelied himself out with the
pretense of snoosing till the bell ealled Wi Lo
dniy

I darkpess,

e wun rich; and (he moment o vipn Kas
momey s hias troables @ there Is nlways some
nny who wantls to talte 0t wway [rom you
Elis biak was on the port side, and (hore was
plenty of hiding space Between the lron |:ln!5‘a;
mud Lhe wooden partition. He intended 10
logmets three or fonr plunks, and then when
the thae the box hehind
Some tiwe durlng the morning the forsmetls
wortld be etapty, and thon would be his time

came, slip hem

Bor he suffered (he agonies of damsntion

Aurivg Lis fonr howrs” wateh  Supposing e
fog) should go rummuging aboot bis bink aod
diseover the hox? Lt he

There wus pothing tn do

U P
dared nid suppose,
But wall 11 he ereated any eurtusily en the
pe. 1 of Wiy nutes he wiis | st
to divide with them all, trom (he cnginly Jows
1o ihe took's boy. I was & besrt rending
thought From hriug the most open and Mrank
man aboard, he breathe the mum comning
From being o maa withont enembes, be suw
an enemy even ln his ahwdow.

At 4 o'cloek he tiurbed In wd slept like a
kl‘ ’

Ir the morming he found his apporinnity
For hall an bour the forecastle was empty of
all mve himvelf, Feverighly he pried back 1he
Fonrdm; found the brace bemm, and gently kil
the box thers. [t was & mighty eorfons look-
Ing box. Oopee be bod stoked oy the Chinese
const from the Phillppines, and he Jodged it
to be Chinese in origin  1le trled to pry open
the cover and feast his eyes upon the trennurs
but ander the leather and Ivory and wmother
of pear] was impervious steel 1t would take
#n a3 or n crowhar to stir that lid. He sighed.
He replaced the boards, and became to ull
appearances s stolid eell again ;

But all the way down ta the Bahamas he
was mondy, and when he ungwered any ques
thon It was with words spoken testily and
ferkily.

“ T know whut's th' matter,” smid Dupkers
*He's in love.”

* Shut pour mouthi ™

" Dido't T tell yub? ™ lnughed the tantallzer,
dancing toward the companionway. * Steve's
in love, 'r be didn't git drunk enongh on shore
v matiefy his whale's belly! ™

A boot thodded spitefully uguinst the door
fnml

* You fellahs et me alobe,
eouple o' henda! ™

Y0, vubk will, wil yub?" erfed Dunkers
from the deck. I ynh want o little ezere
cisn. yubh can begin on me, ynh moonnick
sealb! Whot's (5" matier with yoh, sanghow?
Where'd yub git this grouch? Whuot've we
done t' yuli? Huh?"

“You keep out o' miy way, Mat’s ell
windin' my watches, an’ don't ask no odds of
you duffers. What if | have a grouch? Is It
any o' yorr blame bosines? All right  When
we step ashore st ‘h’' Babams, Mister Jim
Dunkers, I'1l teur the rapes avl o' your pulley
Blocks  But tll we git there, you t' th* upper
bonk an' me t' mine”

* Jaouve th' of grouch alose, Jim TH
mate won't stand for pe scrappin’' aboard
We'll Bnve th' thing done right in th' enston
sheds. We'll have a finish fight, Quesnsberry
rules, an' may (h' best mag win™ :

" I'm willin”,” said Jim.

* 8Bo'm 1," sgreed Steve  Bat his intentivos
were pot_boporable. He propmses to dewrt

e wonld = in

t 1’1l bash in &

-/

AND THAT 5 BMY THE ORIGINAL ILK Vks AnE O BE HIUDLI OMCE AN,

Not that he wes
he wanted to Jdig %

betore ony fght 1ok pince
physically afraid; no;
bands deey inte thowe doubloons niwd plrees-of
elght

So the four days down passed ofliers ise np
evenifolly, antid paivt pots and Iron rost aod
three menls 9 day of pork, onlon soup, potla-
tora, am| mtrong, Litter eoffee.  The winds he
enmy light and balmy and the mea blue and
gentle.  The men went about in thelr undir
shirts and dungurees, barefocted, Of conrse
the eoming fight wan the maln tople of eonver
sation Tt promised o be & raitling
nerap, for both wen were evenly matelind, and
both bad a “ kick ™ in elther hand, Esen the
enptuin took a mil interest in the affair. e
was an old sallar. 1Te knew that there was oe
such word as arbiteation s a milor's voeul-

goud

wlary ; Lis disputes coumld be settled only in
one manner, by Ein callouned flats

When the old mudbeok (and some day Steve
was poing to buy It und bhang It over the oo
trince of the Gilson house) slithered down
inte the smiling waters of the bhay
chnded that discretlon wus the beiter part of
valor. He would steal ashore on the {uaran-
tine log which Iny slingride
to fight under ordinary clreumstances, but he
munt get hi=s treasure in safety first.  They
eoild eall Lim a wolcher  they wunted 1o
devil m bit did he eare. 8o be pried back the
bourde of his bank wall (sok oyt ihe bor,
eyed It foudly, nnd noted for the firet time
the Jettering on it:

STANLEY HARGREAVE

He wrinkled kis brow
& pirate by this ncwe, but wes vnsuecessiul
No maner, [he hugged the bog under bis cont
and made for the guogway, and lnadvertently
ran inte his enemy.

Dunkers raught o bt of the box presing
oot from ynder the enat

*What ‘' yub got there? ™ he demnnded
truculently.

* None o' four dumn bisiness !
by; hear mai ™

" Aln't none o' my business, LuhT Whers'd
yuh git & box like that? Brea]l 0T Ry cripes,
I'm goin' " have & look a1 that box, wmy
bearty. N dm't gmell ke honest onlona.®

*You lemame k1™ bresthed Steve, wilh
murder in his beart

Huddendy the two men ehiwed, surged tnck
and forth, ore Asterspined vo take snd the
other to hold his mysterioon bex.  Dorakers
struggled o phold S word . not Jeu ha
really wunted the boz byt b eroes sl e
wne streng an/ ghow Uike It I % Teited to

Bleve con-

He wog willing

io the »Burt to revarlfl

You lemme

v

sl upns op the hox tlonherd wod dlmappenrod
e and Mo
Pk

The
cige thut the boz wak eatapulted Inte
With an sgonleing ery, Blormom
He waw the box ogeillate lor
N rezmel, s sink grecefully in oa sigeag
vo through the blow waters. FPuoloter
aidd Iebmter I grew, und ot lust wunished,

i was v Blimd of whoeck to him
=iy =omt Inigering acninst the eall

e poip slipped and » di0 Blowom's
roniy |
frr ea
o tvnd Zor cver

e, &

“1'm worry, Steve; hut yuh wonldn't et

we look at 11" eald Dimkers, contritely,
“Damg you: U'm goin® ' kill 3" for that! ™
It became u renl fight this time, fint and
fout, tooth woa nall; oue mad with (he Just
to Kill and the aother desperately Intent on liv-
Ing. It wus one of those contesta In whivh
hepor and fuir play bave no part. Bul for
the timely arrvival of the enptaln and some of
the crew Dunkers would have been budly in-
perhaps fatelly,  They hanled bick
Blimsowi, ronving out Ms enths st the top of
his hings. Tt took balf an hour's arguing to
mlm him down,  Then the capiain domanded
Amd Llubber

jured,

to know what it was all ubout
ing, Bteve told him,

* Six hundred feet of water, If I've gut my
reckoniog right. The anchor les in sfxty foct,
hat the starboard side drops sbeer six hun-
dred Why didn't you bring the
bers to me¥ A man bus a right to what he

You nwab !
fits T have taken vure of it for you Il
wi got back 1o port, 1 kmow; you were
greedy 3 you thonght | might want to stick my
And you'H pever find
it in G0 feet of wmater amnd ngled, porcos
goral,  That's what you get for belng & blamed
bog  As for yoo,” and the explain turned to
umkers, “pe1 your durmge and your puy
and huut Tor another hoat buek | won't have
no ‘muriler om board * Captain Munners' And
the woaner you go, the better™

“T'I go, sir,™ sald Dopkers, readily enough.
Med the mislortune happoned to him and had
Rioseoms been the szgressor, be would want
bk 1ife.  [le anderstocd  Like the valet In
* Olivette,” it was the Hime for dissppearing.

'l git 7 yet,™

Bt inta yonr tresare

“Ap' keep out o' w3 wny.
growled Blowsom.

" Keep your mownth shut” sald the mate,
®or I'll knve you put In irons, you pig! "™

“AN right, siy.  I've wald all I'm poin’ ¢
wmy t'day "1 and Blossom nirode off,

“ What wae the box Jiie " ssked the enp-
tnln of Dunkers.

“Chinese sontruption, sy, Jeastwive 0t
looked that wiy I.Jo we  Didu't Jook g IF §t'9

wan frequontly found blubberdng: apd
aight he skipped bis woteh and went o
Joves' lucher. o
Dunbers had npt (old al oot the pame he |
wen on the box; ond Mossre bad not

te  The nmee Ilnrgreuvs lnd |
Srought back 1o Dunkers’ mind the

-

stories be hnd rocemtly read.  Therw wan ve
doubt I the worki that this box belinged fur

the misstug wilfloaaire, who biad drawn & mik

Hon from hin banks and veilsind: and, o

over, (herw was mo doubi In Dunhers’ ming

that this milllon lay In the Babamay walers
It hud beea drawn up from the bettem of M
wund, under the poth of the pafloy, Tie
prootoded, then, to take a mioet mibwte mine,
It would requfre maney wmd parioers | byt holt
o lonf would be far better thao e boaf st all;
and be wag detarmined to retors o New Fork
to find backing Finding s kevplig no Lo
ar e

Now 1t happanad that hin Favorite grug wop

was 0 cheap saloon across ilie -nhmll_nl-

hendquarters of The Nlack Honded | sk
Vivon occumtonally dropped in, for be ollen
pleked op o veluable hit of muritioe news
Duakers was am old friend of the barhecper,
ard he proceeded 1o ponr and gnele dows bin
throut u vory poar sulstiiots for whisky, He
becoma communientive 1o bragged e Anew
whert Ure was & milllon, and all be pesdind
wie o fiest cluss diviog bell A year frem
vow he wonld not be drinking chenp whisky |
he'd be wtoering & conrse up and down Rrowd
wuy asd buying wine when he wana ilriy
He wus no misey. Bt be hod le bave o div
g bult: and where ‘tha blue devl] could he
got ome wiith §12 and an Ingersoll woteh In
hig pocket?

From hiy tally Vroon mads s sign which
the hartender snderstood  Then he rvse wnl
approached Dunkers

"1 own a prefly good diving wppfirsius®
bo mid * I you've got the goods, I'Nl b
& chanes on a Aty fifty baste™ Vroon did nok
Lelleve Lhere was auythiing back of this tall g
bt It ahwaye pald to dig deep enongh to find
out " Uave o deink; and, BN, give fs a resd
whisky und none of your mwup-lye  Now, Jot's
lesar your marn™ 3

“1 don't kwow yub™ said Dunkers, with
drunken eautlon. “ How & 8, BIRTY forning
tr the barteiuler.

“Ie's the goods, Jim.
Wyant & Qo7 .

“Bure P've beard o' them Best divie®
p'ratus they n®

You've henrd of

*Well, thin gent berm I Mr. Drooks, g
eril mane ~er for Wyant & Ca I rap OO 10
him.”

Vroou thiow an apprecttve glance wl ihe
nrtender.  He was not wfilinted with ‘s
Rlack Hondred, boy be hod often aided Vieoun
In einor affeirs

“ All Fight, if yub eay 8o, Bill. Wel, hore'y
th' yarn”™

And when he bad done, Vivon smoked gulek
Is withoot speaking

“Den't ynh belleve HT™ dronndod Drinle
e, troculently.

“But GO0 foet of water, In & corwl hattom,
and bo way of telling Just where W (el geer
benrd.  That's u tongh proposition™ T

*O, s s h? P s mllor, T cnn day
my band right over 1" spot. Do yub thiph
I'd bo fool emough ' boot for W without a
perfect range? ™ Donkers twpped W enmd
pocket xuggentively

And Vroon koew that the one hing he
wanites) was thore, & plaw or & drawing of the
range.  Ho there wan rnother man shangleied
that oight, and his destinntion wan Cape
Tawn, (wentytwe dase’ roruge by the el
dar.

Yroon enrrled bl informution te the orga-
lantion thmt enme sight  They would start
the expedition ut omee, and N Wis was ae-
complished, Hargreave's danghter wan to ba
Immune from attacks  Besides, K would glve
Hargreave (wherever he wan) und the others
the ldea that The Black Hundred Imd eoiy
eludod to give up the chase

Above, with hin car to & wmal) bole skik
fully bored through the celling without po
mitting the plaster o fall, koell & man with
a8 landaged arm  He could never see any
Tacen: po one ever ook off & ek in thid
dinister chombee, Hut there were volews, and
ba was sever golug to forget some of them
After e weebing catie (o an end, by wuite
ar bowr wfler, wnd then wiole down jute the
street by (e ald of Uie fire ascape. Later, b
entived a Lelepbone booth uod ealled up Jonwe

Then, one lesthers und sieel box, dotis)
with bits af fvary and mother-of -pearl, hevam
two; und the escond ong was sopkid In muil
and st water for two weeks LI you ewulid
not bave told W from (e oviginal Asd thin
Is why Joues was shie, seme weeks luver, &
hide ouce more the oviginal box. As for the
anbatitute, Just as Prine was shost 0 nee 2
mullet snd chinel upon it, the Hghis went oot
There was & whd serambla, a chulr se Vwe
wis orerturned.

“The door, the donrl™ shouted Bralue, fi
rioun

Tt slamsmied the mument the womds lefy hin
him.  And as apddenly ss ey bud goue put
the lights spimng up  The box was gone,
There were echlontly  railors swong  The

Hinck Hundrod, - TP 2
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