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“THE WEALTHIEST BOY IN THE WORLD.”

DISPATCH from Providence, Rhode Island, February 21,
said: “The wealthiest boy in the whole world, John
Nicholas Brown, entered his fifteenth year today.” The
dispatch then goes on to describe this “wealthiest boy in

the world"” as follows:

“As an infant he was known as the “Ten-Million-Dollar-Baby.'
Today his fortune is variously estimated at from $25,000,000 to
$30,000,000. Seven vears hence, when he attains his legal ma-
Jjority, he will come into possession of more millions than are
now held in trust, and will then be numbered among the richest
men in America.

“Young Brown has spent practically the whole of his 14 years
in Newport with the exception of occasional visits to Europe.
His home {s Harbour Court, on Halidon Hill, a large old-fash-
ioned place that makes but & modest showing in comparison
with the great mansions by which it is surrounded on all sides
Here the ‘richest boy' has grown up under the watchful eye of
his mother, Mrs. John Nicholas Brown, whose life bugaboo has
been the fear that her son mightbe kidnaped and held for ran-
som. Tha boy has never been allowed to go about slone. As an
infant he was accompanied everywhere by a nurse and a private
detective, Since he has grown older he has been allowed a lit-
tle more freedom, but even now he is seldom seen without a
‘companion,” whose broad shoulders and muscular frame afford
outward evidence that the owner is well qualified to teach his
young charge the manly art of self-defense.”

Measured by the modern standard of wealth this unfortunate
kid may be the “wealthiest boy in the world,” but measured by
all that makes life worth living this same boy is about the poor-
est boy in the world. What does he know of the joys of child-
hood? What of his fellow children? What hag money brought
him but isolation from his kind, the deprivation of all the sweet
libertiea of childhood? In what way is his condition any better
than that of a eriminal constantly under the eves of the wateh:
ful guard? His mother's fears and his father's and other rela-
tives' money, have made him a prisoner during all the years of
his childhood, have cut him off from free association with other
children, have put a watch on his footsteps and guard on his ev-
ery movement. And on top of this, these same dollars have made
his mother’s life one long period of worry and watchfulness.

The “wealthiest boy in the world?” Why the children of the
#lums of the bigger cities are, in some respects, far richer. They
have at least liberty, and they have a keen knowledge of their
fellows. The boy who looks upon a "white alley” as a treasure
and & base ball as something al most above price, who eats a
thinly buttered erust and enjoys it with that keen zest that
Hunger and Poverty only permit to those who eannot gratify the
appetite they give them, is & million times richer, and. undoubt-
edly happier, Better a stone bruise on each heel than that
ghadow of a guard eternally following. Better a ragged coat
gloeve that bears evidence of its usens a handkerchief, than fine
raiment and frilled linen with loss of liberty and that ey
er present guardianship. Better acquaintance with the
human beings, and knowledge of one's kind than all the dollars
that were ever hoaped up to enslave their owners. Wealth, up to
a certain point, is u desirable thing, but when it gets so large
that it becomes & burden when one’s whole time is taken up in
taking care of it, when one has to be classed as n treasure chest
and guarded from robbers just like any other bank vault. it then
is no longer a thing to be desired, but is a calamity and a eurse
to its unfortunate owner,

Here in Sulem are thousands of bright faced little folks,
warmly elad, abundantly fed, free to play with each other with
no spectre of feur forever hanging over them, who are living
their God-given childhood ae it was intended they should live it,
who are a thousand times wealthier than this boy back in Provi-
dence, falsely held np as the wealthiest boy in the world, but
who 18, indeed, its most pitiable pauper,

A PESSIMISTIC ARMY OFFICER.
HE tendency of every department of government from the
lowest to the highest, to bulld up a little government of
its own, {8 nowhere shown in stronger light than in the
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are needed at onee, Just what they are needed for he does not
say, and no one else knows, In the light of the Spanish war,
when we were not nearly so well prepared as now, these lugubri-
ous and pessimistic feelings on the part of General Wood, who
simply wants a bigger job to boss are without foundation. In
the Spanish war, or when it broke out we were told that we were
totally unprepared, yet, although clothing had to be made for
the entire army, on account of that in use being too heavy for
use in the tropies, we managed to get along, and this so quickly
that the war was fought to a finish in spite of our alleged unpre-
paredness, in three months and twenty-two days,

Another thing the general overlooked is that with recent in-
ventions, artillery and guns are back numbers. When an enemy's
ammunition can be exploded at the distance of many miles,
which it is claimed can now be done, of what use are guns and
ammunition? We are not looking for trouble with any of our
neighbors, are, indeed, exercising extraordinary patience just
now to avoid it, but, if we were, of what use would a supply of
ammunition be if the other fellow could explode it twenty miles
off shore?

As a matter of fact this discovery of the ability to explode the
magazine in a ship by wireless, has equalized nations, The bat-
tleship will be harmless and the immense dirigible balloons with
their deadly bombs will be & menace only to themselves. As a
matter of fact, this discovery, if it proves to be anything like
what is claimed for it, will mean universal peace. It will pull
the teeth of the dogs of war, tie & tin can to the aniamls’ tails,
and make war a thing of the past. If the army and navy fel-
lows had their way they would spend a billion dollars a year in
war equipment, As it is, about all the use the country will have
for an army or navy, if the wireless can do what is claimed for
it, will be for a rack to hang uniforms on. War will be made im-
possible, and the white winged dove of peace will shoo the hook:
beaked eagle back to the fastness of the mountains, and become
the emblem not only of peace, but that of Mars as well.

New Yorkers are poking funat Richard Croker's grammar, It
is not so long ago that Richard’s speech went without comment,
Lately there has been so much more difficulty in conjugating
jobs, and 50 real & declension of opportunities for graft, that
the old-time followers have found time for correcting Richard’s
grammar, along with other abuses,

The awakening of China, if not yet accomplished, is due to
happen soon. She has gone into partnership with John D. Rock-
efeller in the oil business and the poor old chink country won't
have skin enough left when John D, gets through removing her
cuticle to make herself a leather medal.

A Pittshurg pastor has undertaken to make a census of
those eligible to admission to Heaven, and the Tacoma Tribune
heartlessly and frivolously remarks that “the work should not
keep him very long on the job—in Pittsburg.”

The Tacoma Tribune, commenting on the holding up of a
train going out of Seattle by robbers, and the amount of money
the latter secured, innocently asks: “How did so many people
ever get out of Seattle with so much money ?"

The congressman who thinks he cannot be re-elected without
Unele Sam, or congress handing him a liberal serving from the
pork barrel for his distriet, is the kind of congressman to leave
at home,

An exchange says Peace is undoubtedly above price, else Car-

ngie would have bought it and presented it to The Haugue com-
mission.
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THE NEW
SPRING

Coats and Suits are here. Now
is the time to buy them when
we are introducnig the new
models at Chicago and New
York prices. Comparison of
prices is all we ask when you
see the garments and get our
price. We know that when it
comes to money saving that we
will get your patronage. No
long profits here.

Suits and Coats up to $18.00

and $20.00.

Now $7.90
$9.90 and
$1 2.90 $1.9%D?J%,50,

WE MAKE THE LOW PRICES FOR SALEM
New Spring Dress Goods and Silks

now piled out on our counters and ready for fast selling. A magnificent assortment to
choose from, Come here for bargains.

Price Yard--19¢, 25c¢, 35¢, 49¢, 65¢ and up
6 Cases New Spring Ginghams

Now stacked out on the counters. Every style, make and pattern is here. No house in
America can show you a greater assortment.

Sale Price Yard 6 I-ic, 8 I3c, 9¢, 10c and 12 I-ic

Ladies’ Spring Hosiery, Gloves and Underwear

Come and look through this great stock of COTTON, LISLE and SILK UNDERWEAR
and HOSIERY. Our variety and low prices will surprise you,

i

Stylish' Sﬁring |
Millinery
at the lowest prices

in Salem. Come and
oee,

SALE PRICE

99¢, $1.49,

Men’s SALEM Boy's
75 cent OREGCON Overalls
w (HICAGOC) TORE %
Shirts Now
Now Only

IPESTORE THAT SAVES YOU NONEY

39¢ 19¢
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