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THE “GO TO CHURCH TODAY" MOVEMENT.

HERE is # mavement on foot throughout the United States
to have a “'go to church today” Sunday in the near fu-
ture, on which oceasion speeial invitations will be sent to
evervbody to attend. It may be a good movement, and

it may be out of place for a layvman to make any suggestions on

the subject, but it strikes us that it can have no permanent re-
sults, and that it will'be, at the most, but a spasmodic move-
ment. Far be it from us to crit-icise the manner in which the
churches are conducted, for it is a matter for each and every
church to decide for itself. As a layman who hears the church
discusged in highways and byways, and discussed in a way that
the ministers and church-going people seldom if ever hear, we
can say there is running all through church criticism an under:
current of sentiment that the churches are steadily drifting
away from the teachings of religion, and are turning too much
attention to purely worldly things. Mind you, this is not our

assertion, but a statement of what we hear whenever we hear
men talking of the churches. For instance, we heard one man

say s few days ago: "“In 50 years there will be no Christian
religion in America.” “How do you make that out!” inquired
his companion. “Because it will be a Christian party,” was the
reply. Another spoke of the practice coming inte vogue of us-
ing the churches as places for political discussions, and for nu-
merous other things that have no direct connection with the
worship of God, and vigorously deprecated the practice,

He said: “I have been 4 church member ever since my early
manhood, and am just as much of a Christian now as I have ever
been, However, at my church in the past few years, there have
been meetings of a purely political character. There was noth-
ing morally wrong in this, but, you ean readily see, that polit-
ical meetings in my church, that took action directly opposite to
my political beliefs, did not appeal to me. Had they been in
accord with my beliefs, I would hold them inadvised still, for
they would tend to make others, who did not believe politically
as I do, feel disgruntled, and put them out of touch with the
church.”

In other words, there is abroad a feeling that the chruches
ghould “render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and
unto God the thinga that are God's,” and the gentimnet is that
the two services are getting too much mixed,

Personally we feel that the church has a broad field outside of
its purely religious elements. It has to do with public morals,
with charity, the taking care of the unfortunate and the sick,
Every Christian is indeed his brother's keeper, and whatever is
done toward the uplift of humanity is within the seope and
realm of the church. We have pointed out the ecriticisms as
above, simply to call attention to them, and their suggestions
ay to what is causing the admitted falling off of ¢hurch attend-
ance,

The Telegram, in an editorial on this subject Thursday, says:
“What is the significance of this one impulsive campaign to
secure church attendance under atimulant?

“According to the most reliable statistical information there
are gsomething more than 220,000 churches of all denomina-
tions in the country, and omitting a considerable following of
non-attached Christian Scientists and the unconfirmed in the
Catholie church, the total communicants is in round numbers
36,000,000, The estimated seating capacity of all the church
edifices in the United States i 58,000,000, These facts would
mean that if the church communicants were loyal in attend-
ance, every church in the country would be nearly three-quar-
ters filled every Sunday. Taking into account the pereentage of
nonscommunicants who attend church quite regularly, in such
circumstances there would be little call for any special church-
going eampaign. It would be rather the concern of the chureh
authoritios to incrense their seating capacity,

“It is not for the layman to gay why it is that the church, as a
whole, fafls to grip the interest of those allied with its mem
berghip, but that it is chargeable with such failure is an obvi-
ous fuct. Can the fact be overc ome simply by inviting people to
go to church for a single day, or, for that matter, for
number of days?"
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A RIGHTEOUS DECISION.

AST June an Irish farmer brought suit for damages
against the White Line company for the loss of his sons
by the Titantic disaster, The case went to the King's
Bench and was decided in favor of the plaintiff, remarks

an exchange. The point raised by the steamship company was
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that the plaintiff, in accepting his ticket, signed away all his
rights of damages, and, therefore, he had no claim on the com-
pany. The English court, at one blow, struck away this refuge
of lies so deftly woven by the corporation, and held it no bar to
damages. ’

All the world should epprove the decision. It is in line with
the general trend of decisions of courts in similar cases. They
have almost universally held that a man éannot sign away his
legal rights. Often a man purchasing a licket does not read the
conditions printed in fine type in an obscure part of it, and,
.even if he does read it, when the cases are brought into court it
is easy sailing, but it involves the plaintif{f in large expenses,
which often he may not be able to meet. Without this printed
form on the tickets there would not be even the shadow of a
ground for a contrary claim.

Unecle Sam’s representative in Mexico is somewhat peppery,
and has evidently acquired the Mexican habit of shooting any-
oné who does not agrée with him. He has served notice on a
Mexican editor, one Diaz Miron, that he will gshoot him if the
disfavored editor speaks to him. It may be the editor will de-
serve it, but still we do not know just how unworthy Mr,
O'Shaughnessy is. As he poses for his picture in a pair of rid-
ing boots, we are led to believe that the editor, if he speaks to
him, will deserve to be shot. Nothing short of that would make
the punishment fit the crime,

A man 84 years old, living in Los Angeles, fell heir a few
days ago to a snug fortune of $145,000, and at once began to di-
vide it among a lot of his relatives. This shows wisdom on his
part, a8 he will leave nothing for the heirs to quarrel over or
the attorneys to fatten on, but still we would suggest to the old
man that he keep enough to pay his board and lodging the bal
ance of his days, for if he does not he will go hungry to bed,
and have a hard time locating the hed. The most ungrateful
persons in the world are relatives one has helped.

In the interest of the reporters, who are always hungry for
news ,it is hoped a state of war may develop at Cove. It would
be a little tough on that beautiful embryo city, situated in the
center of a vich valley where the bunch grass bunches, and the
billowing wheat billows tumultuously, while the purpling foot:
hills of the Blue Mountains; emblem of royalty, make fitting
circle for the topaz jewel of the valley.

The movement for an all-Oregon exhibit at Azhland, during
the progress of the S8an Francisco exposition is steadily gaining
ground, Tt is an excellent plan, if for no other reason than the
tendency to unite all sections in a movement for the general up-
building of the state, In other words there will be a distinet
advantage gained when we are all working to the one end of
making a greater and better Oregon.

One of the most solemn duties of citizenship is to exercise
 that citizenship by attending the polls on election day and regis-
tering your choice for officers. If you do not do that you de-
serve to be disfranchised. Inorder to do thi¥ without making
| yourself a nuisance to your friends it is necessary that you reg-
ister. See that you do this without waiting for the last day, and
then go to the polls and vote.

[ At present the political situntion looks as though the Republi-
ean nomination for governor lies between Crawford and Withy-
combe, and the Democratic choice between Bennett and Man-
ning. Still there are plenty of chances for this guess to go
wrong, with some dozens of eandidates in the field,

The Oregonian and the Oregon Journal ench asserts the other
is wrong in its statements about the water situation in the vil-
lage down the creek, and the amusing thing about it i= that each
has proved its case,

We suggest that Portland seleet a site here for andi-
torium, Without a doubt a free site could be obtained, and the
car service from that village is good.
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| Japan bas a naval seandal—another evidence of the rapid ad-
vance of eivilization in the Orient.
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of High-class Spring Merchan-
dise is the greatest in the his-
tory of our store. Quick sales
and small profit is our motte.

Come and see the New Silks, the New Dress Goods, the
New (oats, the New Suits, the New Laces, the New Em-
broideries, the New Millinery, the New Wash Goods, the
New White Goods, the New Hosiery, Gloves and Under-
wear; the New Shoes for evening wear and street wear,
the New Spring Men’s Goods, the New Corsets, the New
Muslin Underwear, the New Shirtwaists, the New Dress
Skirts and hundreds of other of the New Spring Goods.

Remember, our motto is quick sales and small profits.

We allow no store to undersell us. Before you buy come
and get our prices and see the money you can save.

We Always Lead--~-Never Follow.
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