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The Oapital Journal carrier boys are {nstructed to put the papers on the
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WHY GOVERNMENT COMES HIGH.

ORMER PRESIDENT TAFT is worried over the advance
of the Socialist propaganda, of which, he declares, Colo-
nel Theodore Roogevelt is the chief exponent. Of eourse,
the ex-president is right in the main, every thinking man

knows that, overlooking his personal reference to the Colonel.
All our so-called progressive laws are socialistie, more especial-
ly in a state like Oregon, where we have the workingmen's
compensation act, widow's pension law, and commissions and in-
spectors to probe into the affairs of all kinds of private business
concerns, regulating hours of labor and general conduet until the
proprietor has become little more than the manager, with limit-
ed authority. Government is becoming centralized and indi-
vidualism minimized more rapidly than the most ardent Social-
ist could have hoped for only a few years ago.

Taxes are high mainly because the machinery of government
is becoming more complicated. New laws are constantly call
ing for additional commissions, inspectors and officials of varied
rank and grade, This vast horde of office holders is living at
the expense of the taxpayers, and each successive session of the
legislature and general election, through the initiative, creates
more officials at the behest of the people or their representa-
tives,

The only Iogical conclusion is that the taxpayer who believes
in plain, old-fashioned government, has a right to object to high
taxes, while the “progressive,” who is constantly demanding
new and expensive innovations, should take his medicine like a
man when taxpaying time comes around,

PANAMA CANAL TOLLS.

ENERALLY spenking, the people of the country seem to
take little inferest in the Panama canal tolls question, It
is doubtful if many of them really understand the issue
raised sufficiently to form a positive opinion. No fair-

minded person will contend that the bill might stand if it con-
travenes our treaty rights with England, because the faith of the
nation should be inviolable, Congress probably passed the bill
hastily, as it has done in many cases of important legislation.

None in disposed to do any injry to American shipping. Every
one, on the contrary, wants to help it along in every legitimate
way ; but to repudiate a treaty in order to benefit this industry
would be dishonest and short-sighted, Just what ean properly
be done to stimulate our carryving trade may well engage the se-
rious attention of our statesmen.

BONDS EASY TO ISSUE, HARD TO PAY.

R. F'. E. PACKARD, of the North Dakota tax commission,
his an article in the Conrier-News, of Fargo, on bond
issues and public debts, interest, ete., which is interest-
ing reading.

The things h states are not new, but they are in a way cheer-
ing, beeause they show that other cities nre at leaat as Toolish as
ourselves, [Fargo is about the same size of Salem, and is in debt
almost identical in amount with ours, it being $1,205,056.73,
while Salem's debt, according to the very full and detailed show.
ing made by Mayor Steeves early in the vear, js $1,264,881.81.

Mr. Packard points out that the city has paid out more for in
terest than the total of the principal, and owes the debt yet.

He also ealls nttention to the practice of bonding without mak-
ing provigions for meeting the bonds when they come due,

In this connection he cites n case fn Grand Forks, In 1882,
when that city was a village, the citizens needed a fire engine,
or thought they did, and so bought a baby steamer, agreeing to
pay $6000 therefor, For this the village issned bonds bearing 7T
per cent interest. When the bonds eame due $1000 was paid on
the principal, and the $5000 refunded at 6 per cent bonds run-
ning for 20 years. The interest charges to December 31, 1013,
wore $10,876. The payment at time of refunding, $1000, and
the total paid for the baby steamer, which was sent to the dump
pile years ago, was 11,875, and the elty atill owes $6000 of the
original $6000, its cost price.

The same eity, in 1880, bonded for bridge building in the
of $50,000, and at maturity $10,000 was paid and the
$40,000, was refunded by 20-yenr 4 per cent bonds. When the
bonds are paid the total will be $102,000 paid in interest and
$50,000 principal, a total of $162,000, and the bridge is now
worn out and must be replaced,

Sounds like home, doesn’t 17

Salem, in 1888, lssued bonds in the sum of £30,000 to build a

sum
balance,
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wooden bridge across the Willamette, This bridge washed out
in the winter of 1889-1890, but the bonds did not; they are still
with us and drawing interest at the same old rate. They were
refanded in 1904, and are due in April of this year, Mayor

‘Steeves insists they be paid, and it is hoped he can find some

way to do this,

There is also outstatding an issue of $20,000 bonds issued for
building the steel bridge which replaced the wooden one,
washed away as stated, and which will be due in 1920. This
bridge is also about warn out and must be replaced, and for
this purpose still more bonds must be issued before long. We
will then have two bridges worn out one after the other, and
neither paid for; while the third one will be wearing out and
getting ready for another bridge and more bonds.

We are not objecting to the issuing of bonds for needed pur-
poses. They are, under our system, a necessity, but we do sug-
gest that, while issuing bonds, we occasionally vary the monot-
ony by paying some of the older issues, for the interest account
is growing steadily and rapidly. The city’s interest debt now is
about $66,000 a year. Mayor Steeves is eminently correct in
insisting that we begin to pay off some of this old indebtedness.
This means economy and retrenchment, and this should be the
rule, until the debt is paid off. The sum of $66,000 a year now
going out of the city in the way of interest would come handy.

NOT A CREDITABLE PROCEEDING.

EDNESDAY Governor West made public his ideas about

the Fish and Game Commissions, and among these was

the opinion that the expense was too great, and shonld

be reduced. The same day the Fish and Game Commis-

sion met in secret session, and, in order to comply with the gov-

ernor's ideas made two extra offices and inereased the running
expenses $2800 a year.

The board also showed its understanding of the situation by
making one of its members the state Game Warden and the
clerk of the commission the Master Fish Warden. This shows
talent was sbundant among the commission members,

Mr. Finley was retained and will have charge of the educa-
tional and biological department, and Mr. Clanton will be sHper-
intendent of hatcheries; The new commissioners will draw a
salary of $2100 each, while the salaries of Finley and Clanton
were reduced $700 each, leaving them with only $2400 a year.,
But they stood for it, and did not even resign. This helps pay
the salaries of the new wardens, but ineroases the salary aceount
82800 a vear.

In 1911 the expense of the game commission was ahout §44.-
000 and this grew in 1912 to $123,000, and this yvear it was
$137,000 for the first 11 monihs, and not ineluding the month of
Dacember,

Despite Governor West’s suggestions it is probable it will eon-
linue to grow, 4

There are several reasons for this belief. One of these is that
the commission appointed its own members to office, which is
neither a clean nor a decent thing to do, for, while the appoint-
ments may be the best, they always have the appearance of
crookedness to the publie, no matter how good thev may be. For
another reason the commission held a star chamber meeting in
discussing and making these appointments, sitting behind elosed
doors, when their meeting should have been open and above
board, and the publie admitted,

When a committee or a commission is afraid to let its proceed
ings be known to the people who employ them it always
awakens suspicion that there is something erooked going on and
this suspicion is generally found well grounded.

It is claimed, however, that the expenses will be reduced, in
spite of the fact that there are now permanent

bogges
whose salaries amount to $9000 yvearly,

official

How quickly the scenes shift in this progressive age! Only
o few days ago we were told by high railroad authorities that
the filing of the 8. P.-C. P, dissolution suit would spell ruin and
disnster o the state of Oregon. Now that the suit has actually
been started the same railroad sources give out the news that ft
will force much active railroad construction in the state, inelud-
Ing the eompletion of the important Natron cut-off to Califor
nia. If s0, the pending calamity will prove a stimulus to devel-
opment long overdue,

W. 8. Conner, one of the best local newspaper men in the
state, has sold the Cottage Grove Leader to J. D. Quellen, an ex-
perienced publisher, and will retire from the work for the pres-
ent, at least,

Kansas alwayvs manages to keep in the limelight ns the cham-
pion freak-producer. The latest is a postmaster who worried
himself to death beesuse his resignation was not accepted,
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Suits and

Come and see the new styles

the hour styles, now only

4 $7.90
$8.90

SALEM'S SILK HOUSE IS THE
CHICAGO STORE

If you want to see silks stacked up in piles of every class and kind visit Salem’s leading
bargain-giver. Silks of every description and at prices from 25 cents a yard to any price
you wish, Tub Silks, Charmeuse Silks, Taffeta Silks Messaline Silks and Fancy Dress
and Waisting Silks. Come here for bargains.

NEW SPRING

Coats

and the best bargains in Salem. LADIES SHOES NOW ON
The new arrivals are very SALE

claany, and best of all, we Another lot of '!:u.'u'.'ir!u.u- barpains,
make the low prices. Up to | ko wo hund on sule in Ontober.

$3.50 values only $1.49

New SPRING DRESS GOODS

Thousands of yards to choose from in

nll the Intest woenves and materinds,

Yard, 19c¢, 25¢, 35¢
49¢ and up

EMBROIDERIES and LACES

Now stacked out on our eounters, Bmnll

$10.90
$12.90

prices is our slogun,

Per Yd. 2c, 3¢, 5c¢,
8 I:3¢, 10c and up

OREGON
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INDEPENDENT
MARKET

Good Bacon . . . . . per Ib. I7i
Good Sugar Cured Bacon, *  20c
Best Lard . . .. ... “ 14
Best Eastern Cured Hams . *  10c
Picnic Hams . . . ... “ 3%

255 Ferry Street .. .-. Phone 729

House of Half a Million Bargains

Come nud see the biggest wonder in the bistory of Enlom
soll everything from n oesdle to & ploce of gold,
eash price for everything

We buy and
Weo peay the highest

Cowplnte tinshop set tools for sale,

H. Steinbock Junk Co.

B35 Siate Btreot. Salem, Orogon. Phouo Main 204

Marion Second Hand Store

A new store just spened, A proat UPportunity Tor Salem people. We sall
We buy and sell pocond hand furniturs,
tools, hardware and men's furplahingw

elothing, shoes and fur

new goods Moves, ',[“”"”‘:I
Wa pay  highest

tinhings, Catio to na for bavrgning,

Marion Second Hand Store

442 Yorry Bireet. Phone Main 2300

B e e e e

*
+
+*
+
"
+
prices for E
b
-
.
:

b
*+




