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i two, three, four, live, slix, |
coyen,  Kuthryn  eounted
vwlee on her sthm brown fin.
gors, ol enely tmg abe slgh.
i Aot algh.  “Beven unlooked
coming to ent Christmns

UL
L

‘t;:‘r”:: ~i ns and pot a slgn of any
Chriatis dinger or of the wherawith:
4l to procire 1t There 80t o thing
put hacon apid potatoes nod taralps in
[TTARED (i lks 1t 1s nn ondon or two.”

wyuy forget the squish, Kathryn,"
wildiy interposed ber brothor Tom,
with mock serlots visuge and daucing

Py h,
“Ri‘ihr-‘ 4. fresh from bonrding school,

g attorpted s elitiorate aud ultra-
golotllie garden the suIRmer hefore
with tangible results in the form of n
glngle well grown squnsh, drought, Ll
manpgeient and varlous pests buving
played tnyoe with the other things,

Batheyn's dreams of a tidy Income
grom the sule of fresh vegetables and
of # possible prize at the fall falr van- |
fshed Into thin alr.  But the squash
was tenderly borne to the cellar by
qom nnd carefully guarded aa a me- |
mento of Kathryn's brave if futile at-
tept to stive off the evil day when
the dreaded mortgage, ke n dark bird
of prey, should swoop down and em-yi
off the little home.

Rathryn was considered a very clev-
er glrl ut bonrding school and by all
per leglon frienda at home, Bhe could
palat strange birds that a naturalist
would have been at n loss to classify
and flowers unknown to the selence of
botany, do faney sewing and marvelous
embroidery nnd write charming verse,

though, alos, the editora were surpris-
ingly obtune to the Iatter fact! Be
gldes which she was able to talk vol
ably 10 French and eould rattle off
gome {vely two steps and schottisches
ao the plnno—if she bad possessed such
an ludlrument

But noue of these sccomplighments
wers exchnngenble for coln of the
realm 1o the little country villnge on
the outskirts of which they lived, and
a8 they hod only Tom's meager salary
an 0 grocer's clerk to fall back on, It
gon came to poss that shabby gar
meits sl the plainest of plalo fare
wire the order of the day, In thelr
pouseliold,  Kathryn's fingers ltehed
to help her brother bear the burden
of support.  She longed to add her mite
fo the fomlly income, but as yet had
pot struck her “niche’ 8be did not
know quite enough to teach, and there
wis bo vacancy in either of the two
willnge dry goods stores,

On this Chrlstmas eve there was leas
than o dolior In the house, and be-
gldes lorself, ber rwother and Tom,
they had recelved notice that seven
guedts would be with them for the
Chrlstimng bollday—distant relatives,
who bod standing invitations to “rome
up to our house for Christmas some-
Ume" nnd who by o colneldence hud
chosen the same dote to necept the n-
vilntlon. There was Aunt Mattie and
ber twin boys, Couain Withur and his
pew wife, Aunt Sue and Uncle Hiram
=quite a tnbleful at any time, and cer-
talnly un enormous crowd to be provid:
el with Christmas duinties with o fund
Of less thun o dollar,

It bogun to look as If they must
break thele rigld rule never to go In
delit, even for the necessaries of 1fe,
and ask (he village grocer to trust
them, n very humiliating alternative,

After Tom'n brilliant remark, which
the nnd been expected to take ns A
mirely homorons bit; Kathryn gazed
at him admiringly for a moment,

"You think you'rs funny, Tom
Wrennet, but yow're pot” she told
b, “Squagh ple sl be a grateful
dliition to our bolled potatoes and
turnips and onlons and other Cbrist-
mak dointies, Surely no one can say
thit | bllstered my fingars and freck:
led my nose in valp over that gnr
i, sinee Its one and lonely product
18 1o fond the Christmas goest.”

"Never mind, children.,” broke In
thelr mother, laying down the letter
that had just come from Aunt Mat
tie, announcing the arrival on the
marning train of herself and her twin
boys, “we can at least do our best to
mWake our guests feel at home and Lry
to enjoy their visit. It Is bard oot to
be able to entertaln them ax they have
us i the past. but what can't be cured,
¥0u know, most be endured”

“Mother's o brick? exelaimed fopul-
Blve Tom. *And 1 move that We ten-
der lier o vote of thanks for her little
Chirfstmns  speech.,”  Wherenpon  he
Ruve her g pousing kiss and o bear
bug and went out into the yard nnd
down luto the cellnr after the squash

Whan e eame up from the depths of
this derksome cellar to where Kathryn
Btoud pxpectantly. walting, he dropped
Hmpiy on to an upturned box near by
and fonned himeelf weakly with bis
ol iy, He gpened bis mouth twice
I enln and apparently desperate st
:'I‘!'H:\t to apenk and then subsided toto

Py

“Toln Wreppet,” demnnded his i
ter, viving him an impatient sbake.
"deoi vane nonsense and gpenk, Whats
the i iep

"'e—\t's gone!™ gasped Tom, quite
80 S0t hnd been o diamond Beck
M Inatepd of a warty snd plebian
Yeguti bile

“Gone? echoed his sister incredt
buny  “who would stesl s squash
Light the japtern and come With ¢
1015 pever worth while to wasts time

kending Mtle hoys on o
B mognificent tgpog y
“:il} Tom was lhl'l'v.}:
om obediently prgeur

frow (b m-...}-f".--fL :-,lu‘l;.;.l. ':.[.I:'; !.ITM"
exploted the cellne,  She mt.. 1

ot of (e e whin --'I\ i
returted from honrdie ol
about with (he valn b

Wi of licuting

grond it hor Kitin's Nimbey

rands” wiy
ard of (e fl-li‘l:
tars her senlor,

m
they |

* hadl tpat
iehool 1

Hing

COIW 1o mnke i Hoe w ”“. I 3
few wicks Iraviiins to his -I-f II
O Hpe only the Yonr Dufope I-n.ll .” =
they hnd on 1ILUE Wl plis i 'I‘. vl II" ‘
handful of goll s s _1.| I_h ]h-‘lu I(
WIse 1y With o lar of pu I|
bl autekly hidaen W from st
however, With iy rvane, ol
Iugh, and thoneh he . |-I
Wil of bis “troigmnie ! b
fune™ no ohe ever sw t L TR
Quee  Katliryn hnd  eneieise iy
coming out of the celtar witl avel
InChid and, the Qi Wp enrth s()f y
ok to It wod he bnd Hlpphed 1~'|

gulltily.  Aftee his destly shio TR
téred the fncldent and surmbssd that
he bad bucled Lis money o 1 ,
ule kooping .

e for
It conid tot be mach, |
of eourse, not more tinn 1080 o o
but that would be o forttie 1o li1--‘.r
I thelr  present ptraltensd  clreums
stances, and ahe felt 1t no wrong (o
the dead man, who bad besn bot Hetle
more than a child, to nearth the mon-
ey and put it to good s, for 1t dId no
one any good (o e Widing place

But months of valn searchiog tnd
dispelled the hope of ever Auding !t.|
It It bad been concenled there, aud
now she gazed s little disdaiofully at
the deep holes and Leaps of dirt which
marked her forttier offorts,  Snddenly
she underwent a revulsicn of feeling.
The Hittle excavations and correspord-
Ing mounds of earth séemed to her
overwrought mind symbolleal of her
constant effort and constant fallure to
be of use to herself or those ahie loved

“Oh, Tom!" she monned, burylng her
fuce In his contaleeve and trylug to
smother her sobs  “1 wiih 1 conld do
something-anythlng—to belp yon. It's
n shame you and Betty bave to put
off your wedding Just because you
have us to take care of, and me young

iptos ey I HE BXCLATMED

. |
o @i Christmus

and strouyg. Just 08w
gel A

{s over 1 am golng Lo ity tw
pluce to do cotninglt huusework. 1
Just can't wand for gou to hove o

ar ol the burden,”
ln']'lllht:e!;m ittle sister!™ Tow drew ln-_r
close, with big protherly  sypathy
Wit hnsn't quite come W that yet, and

you quustot thitk of leaving honie
You nrg Lot srOUs etiough for such

work™

Dryipg her eyes B3 heyt she cotild

ghe  hegnn looking arotiud fuli; QH:I;
4 She found IE ot last—lt
m”“‘bll b les 1kt

only rolled into one of the ho s
glie hnd dug penr the wall j"m. it -t
the luntern Renf upd ghe [rtlllh-li It Ult,..
of the hole, in dolbi whl--l:I alie 1I1-.!lu”],,l
ol the earth froin the wall Inlu.-\--v .I_I.I
liu'-\‘n ¢ne o raln of dump dirt . .1:,.;
it came # wignll glnss Jar whu.ti "|

evidentiy been 1-.nlu-d1_lc.-| it tm.- '..\ JN;.H

Witk o wild ery Kathryn seiié

and held It up 10 the light of the lnk:

tern. 1 ”
w\Mopey [ she gRSPES. L
and  greenbicks. Grandfatie
(TS mTom! Come upstalis,

:over mind the squahl” "
M:HI.I:IJHJI"H luter she ponred 1he moneEy
4 . -

p and
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g ILouver

eQold pleces
¢'n for-
Gulck! |
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nmd We won't tnve {1 —..’.. henre
we'll stuff rie £ irkey ..“', , b

|m| 0 new 2

P, CHURE the
and hnve pik

rpal o
] v
alld anes

e piul CTRG
m pudding it

sauce!” [upeed for WAt ol |
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SALEN, ON¥ GON, SATTRDAY

DECEMRER 21, 112

By JAMES A. EDGERTON

COPYRICHT,

Inviting him to call,
Bob's mother said that Santa would
If Bobby only would be good,

Which is the way that mothers should

Reply to urchins small
Who write a note to Santa Claus,
Expecting him to call

When Santa Claus got Babby's note,
He chuckled quite a lot;

Down at his typewriter he sat

And wrote an answer, saying that

He'd love to call and have a chat,
He'd be there on the dot;

For somehow Bobby's little note
Had hit his tender spot.

Qvu

@0 -
: t_.,o‘zf,‘

r

§
g
'5'

I
.'N(\

191L BY AMERICAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

HEN Bobby wrote to Santa Claus,

| know not why a I_\'[\-wr;!'l
Was pul to such a use.
To answer thus a social note

Would get ‘most anybody's goat.

For rank, bad form it has my vote;

"T'was socially [J’hhl.-r;
But Santa is a busy man
And that was his excuse.

On Christmas Santa Claus dropped in,

Down through the chimney flue
He told such tales of land and sea

That Bobby often murmured “Geel ™

And Bobby's sister laughed i glee
I'm sure that you would, 100;

And il you'd write to Santa Claus,
Perhaps he'd call on you
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PUSSY AND THE
CHRISTMAS TURKEY
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the housg wiis W Nwsdl 1 wadd)
“Boadd Hethe Atigora 1o Mies Noellle Dale
PIfth avenoile, Now York
The vtler onme o owith a bax, pot

the unspepecting bitten 1o and nalled
dJown the 1w

Whnat followad In too conluning to
|tell. There wan
rough
111 T 4N

moeh ruttling over
Julting
shrieling of sogites,
| much busipihg sentost botes AL lust

M, ligeh orer

el

L1 was over. The box was eartied tnio
A warn, softly Ugbted room A child's
| sobce was Beard exclnlming “Foar me)

Why. | wonder what It ean ba™ A
tiny mew soon told ber, aod in & few
winntes the kitten was oul of Itw
prisoti and tghtly souggled In the
nrme of & Mthe gtk A savger of wilk
| wos aoon lapped ap, snd pusay’s life
fo Bin new Losge Legan

Nellte tnmed bor sew pet Bilesard
witg white and wsoft ke

becauss he
Arifted anvw
Dlieedrd thosght th
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A SANTA CLAUS
FROM THE SEA
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) ‘ Nan after ha had
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oW CAMR know 1t the

day bofore Cheistmas and wa wou't

| gt o Mngle present tomormw g

Bt Topny  was bol  (Jespsndeat,
“What'n do mattah wid Marss Hanin
wliy deonnded. “Aln® ha tam
It dle Ielan't Det's whut T ask”

“Why, Topeg,” explalised litle Nan
pattently, “how could tel Hia rain
deor couldn't erows the water™

“Let him ¢ome In & boat, don. Dat's
whit 1 ssy. Lot him eome La & boal”
snld Topsy Aercely

=0, snld Naw, *but I am afradd he
an't”

Buddenly Topay sat op and poluted
& aklnny Llack fingor towatd the sea

Vs w bosb,™ whie sald, *a tte bont,
and W coming hera™
eame he itle
wrewontly  Tojuey shirleked
santn Claun  Miss Xathle,
Suptn Clius, aod he's conm
(R TR |

1 tile sor Be'd come”

Nearer sl teary
bant, wnd
“IL's Marwe
e Murse
f" sirmiighie
tolde wer? Dikdn't
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" Aoy TTo lmil on & ced sWoRTer
A wore o soft hat pulled well down
An b ellmbedd ont of

Aw thimd lie Wwas Very
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