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CENTRA L

O RE G ON

OREGON AND COOS BAY RAILROAD

" GREAT DEVELOPMENT CONGRESS

Held at Ontario, the Gateway to Central Oregon and Southern Idaho

Five Hundred Delegates and Cilizéﬁs ii;!'e_rta-iriec_l_at—f .

Development Congress Held at
Ontario March 26-27

CONGHESS SESSION,
dellvered the nd- |
drese of welcome on bohalf of the

eity of Ontarlo. Tha opura house
war packed with delegutos from plt
to gallory-——the solld, progressive clt-|
fwons of thia valloys of two stiles

1o spoke of the great undeveloped
resourees and territory of the Inland
kmplre, and extended the cordial
hoapitality of the city to all the vis-
ftors, The doors of thelr houses and
the koys of thelr hearts were hand
od over

Mra. J, W, MeCulloch
aang o beautiful solo,
Love In But a Day"”
highly finished product The bnext
sponker was Mon. Frunk Davey of
Burns, Harney county, who told of
the undoveloped conditlons of that
nection,

OPENING
Mayor Pogue

of Ontario
The Life of
and It wae o

The opera house wian a seething mass
of people. Ontarlo shone with great
lustre tn entertaining powers by pro-
ducing o bond with about 30 iratned
plinyern, who gxocnted o clusgle over-
Lure A chorus of nbout thirty
volees, moxtly splendid singers, led
by P'rofessor Conkilp, next rendered

ono of Sousa's great popular patriotic |

won g Next eame the masterly ad-
dresin of Col . K. S Wood, who
wis lutroduced by Col, Hofer, who

presided, as not only one of the ab-
lest Jnwyers on the Pacifie coust, but

te represantative of some of the
Inrgest property Interests in the
wtate He was recolved with tre

Commitiees on resolutions were
mendous applatse He drew re-
markable pictures of parallels  be-

tween the highly developed rallroad
systemy of oastern Washington com-

a

HOOST FOR OOOs BAY.
ladies' orchestra of fifteen in
atruments under a magnificent band

| leader, Professor Rhynler, pluyed
|several fine selections, The Burns
tmale  quurtet sang two dellghtful

(Bonge and then Addison Dennett gave
the audlence a taste of Coos Bay
atd his experionces crossing the bar
He desaribed the glortes of Coos Bay,
fis cltles, Its hoarbor, Its wonderful

hotels, one of the finest hotels In
the state It cost 875,000 and was
named after Mr. Chanler, who put
$15,000 into It and furnished the
ground e told of the Twin Citles
on Loos Hay with 8000 people nnd

ipayrolls of $45600 o day. There were

| 2% crenmerien nround the bay. There |

witre the largest sawmills In the
cotuntry, with 600 men onb the paj
roll, with nenrly 1200 on the double
shift, Coos Bay was u wonderful
wunet for o raflrond Into central Ore-
gun und Boise, The people over there
did things on a large scale The
offiees of the Smith mill cost §$100,.-
(I The whaole country 8 under
lnld with coal

The second sesslon closed with a
groat wave of enthusinsm (o ges
the Coos Bay country opened to the
world,

Fivesyoarsold  rvigated

Ovchard in

suake River Valley, near Omiario, in full bearing.

Committess on resclutions were |

pppiointed as follows

Loeal resolutions - Frank Davoy
of DBuros, Miss Estelle Riddle of
Oantavio, Addison Benopett of Irrlgon
Wm. Plaghoti, Oontarie, G A Hur
ley, Vale

Tileretale  resolal bons Rellly Al
Kinson, Vol E M Helgho, Wal
per, Frank M. Novibrap, Eugons A
W. Trow. Oustarie;, Gee. H. Shellen
borg., Baols Jacol Prinzing. Onta
rlo, Jullun Byra, Buarnse

Hellly Atkinson, secrelnry of Ui
Bolse Commerdial Club, spoke for a

large delegation plescont from  hat
oLy They woere alive for eallroads
He sild they dne @ WARY. aviuring

e Jotbin
b ko

g‘)"ll“ of "l 108 B duy
ouse did o buslnoss of Bsver

lagt year. He mailde a splendid pre
soniation of the commervial posal
Wilitles of his oty wu the srvat fy

ture distributing conteor of the Suak.

River tesritary
E M Holgho of Welser spoke o
tae Joval rallrosds, whose groates

fnterval was o uphullding local ter
ritory and serving the people o
diately benefited, A transcontipent
.l line rlt'lnl.q-li-.\ astbordivintast ool

intervsis. Not 80 In constryeling lo
ol raliroads, They crontad local val
wes and  community-ballt ratlroads
enriches the whole camituuit A
strip of land of 100,000 seron worih
$500. 008, whirh by putiisg = raill
road through 1t that cost o mithon
dollars w0 bulld, whivh would wmak
that land worth $100 gn jore, maand
U ool prafit, afer pasing fos the md

road out of the land. would wel th
lmad awsers 35 400 wow As u rall
rond man he vould notl see how any
dtatriet alded rallroad through a pro

duetive reglan vould meke auy mits
thke

Cul. Drake of Welser spoke of oon
ditions o West Virginis 8 havinsg
bt tellroads 1o holp their indus
trinl conditions Thelr lands weore
tnoreased from  alwost nothing o

BEVE 10 BI040 am acre
PROGIAM Fileadd BEVENING,

The second session of the congress |

o

was o greater sucoess than the first

undeveloped partions of
Oregon  without rallroads
Citmnts woll, molsture and people
werd the same The differencad was
In the abseseooe of rallroads In the
e and thelr prosenes in the other

(LY wd 1o

vusiern

Fhree rallyonds were dividing busi
ness o the Yakima Valley and all
woere doing a profitable Busitess
Hers were larger, richer and more
prainciive v itlevs that would hecome
Jus i populous and sustaln Just as
many  rallroads The ageaker o
viewed the objections o stale-oan
trolled rallroads and the evils con
necied therewith he showed that
I spite of all churgefl of misappro
printion and grafting staled  had

Beiped ratiroads and plroser d there

by He showed that state or dis
Lt owned rallroads was simed st
undut he Oregon amendmoent 1
did Bot propose to give @ dollar oM
bouds or subsldy to any man or bocd)
of men It did ol proposs 1o guar
it teres! oB boods, as was de

manded by onoe greal wagnate of the

Coos ey peaple It was nol Daces
SATY give the people the power to
balld ratlroads. of Huy out and col
demn thie rallroads now In existenos
Fhee congtitution of Opagon did not
vipialn wrd W probibit baliding
rallronda by the state The paogie
had sl the power now I they wanted
M RL They wore doleprmlped
Invade sontral Oregon, A great high
way of stovd must be foroed anrcss
it | Oregon, and will make On
svin & ' distributing point. Wil
Ia v wallsa maanufacturing will be
10 hed Ders s with odsiri
Nges cobdeviyed il Ol i here
v B w1 DSl & ity Berw eBgu
tn A [ | b, in vasivia \k "I L1 L]
ol Wood said in his grost vl
y the cougress Hat four greal rolds
v headles By Outario és the nat

inl geteway to 1ne great Tnland K
I plre W eenlral Orogon It wouid
wake Ootariv a greatl oty for any

rallroed to evoss this state W the
greal ssaport on Coos Bay that slone
wad euough businoess W support

SATURDAY PHRHOGRERAMS.
With the ban dleading and parad-
ing the streets, & bright sun shining,
the of the Development

nusplielously The
the third

weoond day
opened
wwrin house was filled for
time snmid groat euthusiasm

Iiere were large delegations from
Wl the towss (o the Snake River Val-
o The sesstons of the congress
altended by seores of brightly
irvssed ladies and stalwart ranchers
ind progressive frull growers and
wtive real estale men

A. W, Gowan of Burns read a pa
per on the Inland Empire, showing
that Harmney county had room for
ERO ODD  pasinple pndd that It wWas <@
pable of sustainiug general agricul
ture and featt growisg with 16 inches
of rainfall He referred to the dis-
covery of gas at Ontario and \n Har
noy county, us supplying power and
material for manufacturing Lavinds
thot five voars agoe In somo districts
for $2 1w 5 per acre, DOw
brought $60 o $100 an acre, show
Ing irrigation possibilities

F. M Novthrop of Bugene spoke
W an lnvestar iln 160 acres on Dead

M Eress

Watfo

sarldd

Ox Flat, which he belteved wonld be
changed 1o live men and Hve women
flut Me told of the development
¢hrough ratlroads and reigation
in the country east of the Roeky
Mounisins He told of Wayue soun-
[ Nebraska, where lpnds sold for
$104 por guartwr seotion 12 yeara
g0 ihat wies how worth $40 o
] I [MRY BUTY In the lust three
rs 1h piien of the entire mid
L RR ] wias befog attracied W the
abe By Yulluy he stream of |
peprialation that Was ocoming west
aonld grow syear by yvar antil there

Wb v Famibly an wyery o o (wonty
HOTYS Hogs seld at Portland 50
cofita i hundrod higher thas al Owma
bha This countiry eould graw corn
and hogs egual o any state o the
'mion He showed that the terrt-
lary tribatary W Outario when de
seloped woul sustaln 1208 people

W the square mile, or 400,000 peo-

ple, in the unot distant future. Make |

| triet

| to permit the people to do this

the land produetive and the people
will be here, was his prediction.
Settlers were needed. People were
grogarious Irrigated tracts of five
acres would support a family, With
lnrger population money rates of in-
Lerest
jnnas went up interest went down
(}eo, l. Shellenburg of Bolse spoke
next of the poasibllities of rallrond
deveélopment. People who wondered
A few vears ngo how they could pay
$10 an acre for water now pald §40
an more for water cheerfully. Five
yenrs hence they would make more
monpey paying $100 an nere for wat-
er, He told how school houke meet
Ings were neld in gountles In lown
to vote flve per cont tnxes on theh
Innds for a rallroad from Fort Dodge
to Humboldt, and gave $76.000 in
cash and 22,000 acrea of swamp land
to get n rallrond. Lands there had
gone to $100 an acre for corn and
dairying. In the Bolse Valley they
grew 64,000 bushels of apples off
180 ncres ‘orchard elght years old
No one could estimate the possibill
tles of such production. The Pay-
ette-Bolse project would produce
lenough apples in one year to keep
a rallroad working 600 days at 10

"

trainloads a day (o market them, In|
1907 the world's erop of npples was |
There was |

| short 27,000,000 barraels
no such thing as overproduction n
this line,
|rutlmnd situntion.

CUT OUT HARRIMAN,

In opening the second dny's ses-
glon Col. Hofer saild he wanted this
[congress to go on with an nifirmn-
tive program and cut out all rofer-
ence to Mr. Harriman. ‘The Oregon-
ldaho Development Congress had a
great tusk before It—of walding the
various elements of the citizenship
of two great states into a harmonis
ous co-operative erfort to secure for
themselves the benefits of modern
transportation factitties This con-
[ gress was not formed to lay a straw
in the way of Mr. Harriman, or any
|pther great rallway magnate, or any

combination of capitalists or ayndl
{ente that might want to build rall-
roands.  They had only good will for

| w1l such enterprises and for all sue h

men \ )
| SATURDAY AFTERNOON,

| Carl Payne, chalrman of the ldaho,

committes that drafted the distriet

lrullrumi bill, was introduced and de- |
| elared that there was nothiog in the

| Oregon constitution to prohibit dis-
bullding of rallroads An en-
abling nild had been passed in ltlu]I:n
l_l
showed that the Idaho law created a
|ru|lmml distriot, provided for hear-
ing of the land owners, for making
| astimates, for electing directors, and
proceeding oxactly as do the land
lowners of nn irrigation distriet, He
ghowed that as the land benefited by
the proposed rallroad wa sto be tax-
ed. and no other lands will be taxed
He predicted that within 30 days
work would be started on distriet
ralfronds north toward Butte and
south wward Ontario. The spirit
ol co-operation entered into this
campuign
IRRIGATION AT ONTARI).
Nacards posted all over the lown
announced that reviving the Mal-
heur reclamacon project, with an ex
penditure of §6,000,000 was one of
the objects of this congress The
new waler code enncted by the Ore
gon leglsinture wns expoutided ut one
Sax

of the sesslons by Hon F. M
wn of Baker City The greatl pos
siollities of irrigated lands ¢ropped

lout all through the procesdings and
Hhbe combined power of districts €ov
lored with ditches, and the same dis
tricts served with a rallroad, both
|ditches and rallroad owned by the
owners of (he lands, as assels of
eroating wealth are simply inealey
Inble

Optario has tw onewspapers. The
Argus and the Optimist, The latter
paper published a dally edition dur-
ing the sessions of the congress

The Malheur project was presented
by Walter Griffith of Caldwell, who
recited wll the steps that had beeh
feken o sedule this great govern
ment capenditure for this section
which BOW poelus FOry Hkely to be
taken up and compieied Petitions
had been signed up by owners of all
the lauds in the district—abont 165
aon acres in all to be supplied with
waley No  project befure the
luterior department miade
a better showing of prom
lalng N AN engineering project
About 2000080 urres Was already un
dor lrrigaton and the resuits were
gving to be greal The coBstruction
of this project would be the cause
of bullding wany miles of railroad
‘und many new towns and larger eoll-
s The tweo inflgences combined
would result in rapid transformation
of the whole ocsantry (ulo modern
intararbas conditions

Cywr
ll-h\

"as

LAl

({3

would constantly decline. Asl

He talked hopefully on the|

Pen Picture of Ontario

and Its Hospitable People---

Orchard Conditions a Duplicate of Medford

ONTARIO

The
it

Snnke

RICHLY

Ontario Hes in
richest section of
Viney The
and Payetie rivers enter the

southern confluent of the Columbia
a mile apart at Ontario. The Bolse,
and the Owyhee enter 20 miles on
the soutu, and the Welser twenty
miles north. This network of rivers
kpreasds ke the fingers of a hand
into the rich, alleuvial plains and
pralries, that are rapidly being Irri-
gated and rendered from two to flive
times as productive as the richest
lands in .ue great prairie states of
Town and Ilhnols,

Ountario, electric Hghted, well wat-
ered, with graded streots and spread-
ing suburbe, with high schools and
churches, sita llke a little queen In
the center of a territory that In
resources Is as rich as a placer mine
The city has a complete sewer Bys-
tem,
|  For two days of the Oregon and
Idaho Development Congreas Onta-
rlo was rhythmie with band musie,
oxplosive with bombs, and radiant
with bunting,
| Lid 8.
every last yard of decovative materinl
und sent to nearby towns for more
| Hotels were crowded to the lmlit,
nnd every home in Ontario that had a
spare room threw It open to dele-
gatos and visitors At the head of
the prinecipal business street at nlght
two glant flames of natural gas as
cended to hoaven, The splendid hos
]lil'l’lill_l of the |n~||]}||- of Ontario con
cluded with a free banguet to all the
hundreds of guests, and the bangquet
was a sproad of unusual splendor,

LAND GOING LIKE MEDFORD.

This heart 0. the Soanke River Val-
ley Is golng ke land around Med-
| ford. where the whole Rogue Hiver
| Valley is worth from 3300 to $1600
an ucre In orchards. The valley Is
| not subject to floods, the soll Is rich,
| the high color and flavor and keep
|ln|; gquality make the big vields turn
out money like the pockets of a pla-
| cer mine
'way lands in orchards go up i price;
' Wood & Tool put out 100 acres in
[apples six miles from Ontario; It
| wan sagebrush land worth §50 an
|pcre Lwo years ago., Last fall they
were offered $310 an acre for it
{ Ontarfo s surrounded by
plalns, running up to foothills and
o0 the north flanked by ranges of
snow pedks. The alr s crisp and
cledr by day and by night the flare

DOWERED.

the
the
Maloeur

city of
of the
River

of gas wells Hlumines the aky 1t
is the brightest of bright little cities
by duy or by nlght
I'ie clituate is d4dr exhilarating
and stimulating, and the great prod
uets are stock, alfalfs and wit of
pvery  description The “fralt =hip-
mentsa within 25 milles of Ontario
mount 1o three or four hoandred
rloads The orchards produce Im
mansely, and the fall crop of apnies
on 160 acres of irrigated land s
placed at one hundred onrlonds, The
erop of one carload to the were s
very common at 12 vears old

REAL ESTATE ACTIVE

SBix real estate firms are handling
dirt and dolng a business thut grows
by leaps and bounds Two banks

bave aggregnte deposits reaching ilo-
to &ix figures wach The First Na
tlonal pald out (ts money all *hraugh
the panie, There are about 1en large

and Hood River.

mercantile establishments, One does

|0 business of neariy n million dollars

great |

and fluttering with |
The business mon had bought |

Here Is a sample of the

rich |

n Yoar.

There are three large llvery sta-
bles with rigs sultable to take people
hundreds of miles In any direction,
The city has a good water supply.
[t I# pumped from an artesian well
and hag a sulphur tioge that makes
it very healthful. It s impregnated
with o gas that s fatal to all germs,
The prineipal Irrigation systems are
the Nevadn and Owyhee ditches, e
two call for about ten ‘to sixteen
thousand Inches, or B000 ncres,

SOUIAL QCONDITIONS EXCELLENT

2000 people,
the publie

Ontario has about
with 440 childron in
schools, with a well egquippad high
school, There ure Maethodist, Con-
gregational, Presbyterian, Catholle,
Baptiat, Adventiats, and Eplgcopallan
congregations well atteaded, The
Catholic sisters conduct a parochinl
school, There are all the fraternsl
orders, and a public lbrary sup-
pfivrlml by the Work and Win Ladles
Club.

A GREAT SBHIPPING IPOINT.

Ontario s on the main line of the
Oregon Short Line rallroad, n Harri-

iman trapscontinental Yoe, and onds

out hundreds of carloads of eattle,
horses, sheep and hogs--the preat-
et livestock shipping station ou the
line There have been as high as
1200 curs of eattle sent out of here
Is one month fuere have been as
high as 25.000 head of stock walting

shipment nt one time
Sheep  and wool shipments are
enormous, these produdis coming as

far ag 170 miles Fruit shipments
are rapldly inereazing and Inside of
five yeuars will be as heavy ns lve
ntock

Ontario hus the floesi passenger
depot between Pocatello and Port-
land Hotel facllities are good, but

the rapid growth of the ety requires
another large modern hotel,

NATuLaL TRADE CENTER.

The contract for a steel bridge
neross the anske River at Ontario, to
cost $30,000, is let. The bridge will
connect Onwarlo with Plymouth eol-
ony, a very prosperous Irrigated sec-
tion of sduho, where orchard lands
ure already selling at $1000 an aecre.
The bridge will bring to Ontario the
trade of about two thousand people
that formerly went elsewhere.

Outario 8 the terminus of the Mal-

heur Valley rallroad, that connects
the eity with the thriving county
seut, and ls the great distributing
llne to interier Oregon When ax-
tended this will be the Snake River
terminus of tae Bolse, Central Ore
gon and Coos Hay railroad The fu

ture of Ontario as a rallroad erossing
of east and west and sorth and south

lings was flxed by nature
LIGHT AND POWER INDUSTRIES.
Lavctric Hgot and power I8 sup-
plied from eignty miles away by
what 18 known as the greal Ox Bow
power plant on Snake River There
I# o submtation at Ontarlo that sup
plles nearby towns The plant op
eriutes electrie car line ot Bolse and
Caldwell, and Is preparing to ocon-
pect Ontario with Boise. by way of
Plyvmoeulh Elevirvie lines are belng

extended over all this part of Soake
niver Valley A line Is bullding to
Welser, with a branch to Payetle

Im-« wf 4, K. Diackaby, built s Ostario the past yoar,




