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JUSTICR BRAN OREGON REPRE-
SENTATIVE POINTS OUT DAN.
GER OF HEXHAUSTION OF RE-
SOURCES—SUGGRSTS REMEDY.

{United Press Leased Wire

Washington, D. C., May 18.—The
groat conforence of governors and
prominent men and other state oM-
ajals ealled by the Prealdent to con-
plder thoe natural resomrces of the
entire natlon, and the preservation of
the water, coal, timboer and mineral
wealth, s In sesslon here. Chief Jus-
tle# R. B. Boan ls attending as the
sole offielal from Oregon,

President Roosovelt addressged the
mammoth mesting as follows:

‘Roosevelt's Speech,

Govervors of tha several
and gontlemen:

I welcome you to this conferenc
at the White House. You have come
hither at my request so that we may
Joln together to conslder the ques-
tion of the eonservation and use of
the great fundamental sources of
wealth of this natlon. So vital
this gquestion, that for the first time
in our history the chief executive
oflcers of the states soparately, and
of the states together forming the
nation, havo met to conslder IL

With the governors c¢ome men
from each state chosen for thelr
special acquaintance with the terms
of the problem that is before us,
Among them are exports in natural
resources and roepresontatives of na-
tion all organizations ooncerned In
the development and wse of these re-
pources; the senators and represen-
tatives In congress, the supreme
eourt, the cablnet, and the Inland
Waterwoays commission have Ilke-
wise been lovited to the gonference,
which is therefore natioual In a pe-
oullar senso,

Biggest Problem,

This conference on the, conserva-
tlon of natural resources 18 In effect
a mooting of the reprosentatives of
* all the peeple of the United States
mlled to consider the welghtiost
problom now before the nation; and
the oocaslon for the meeting llea In
the fact that tho naturnl resouroes of
our ¢ouniry are ln danger of exhous-
tlon If we permit the old wasteful
methods of exploiting them - longer
to eontinue

With the rise of peoples from sav-
agery to civiligation, and with the
sonsequ-nt growth In the extent and
variely of the needs of the average
man, there comes a steadlly inereas-
Ing growth of the amount demanded
by this uverage man from the actual
resources of the country. Yet, rath-
or curlously, at the same time the
average man Is ept to lose his ro-
allzation of thia dependence upon
napture,

Bavages, and

statey

'n

very primitive peo-
ples generally, concern themselves
only with superfioin]l bpatural re-
soureos; wlith those which they ob-
tain from the sctual sarface of the
graund, As people b <ome a little
lows primitive thelr Industries, al-
though in a rude manner, are ex-
tended 1o resources below the sur-
face; then, with what we call elvl-
Mantion and the extension of know-
lodge, more résources eome (nlto use,
industries are multiplied, and fore-
slght beging to become A NOCUERAry
and prominsnt factor in life. Crops
are euliivated; animals are domestl-
eated; and metals are mastered.

Every step of the progress of man-
kind la markad by the discovery and
use of natura! resourecs previously
unused. Withont waeh progressive
knowledge and utilization of natural
resources population could not grow,
nor fndustrios multiply, nor the hid-
den wealth ¢f the earth be developed
fur the beuofit of mankiud,

From the first beglunings of elvl-

Msation, on the banks of the Nlile
aud the Buphrates, the
progress of the world has gone on
slowly, with occasional setbacks,
but on the whole steadily, through
teus of centuries to the present day,
But of late the repidity of the pro-

industrial

mors space has been actually cov-

ered during the centmury and a quar-
tor occupled by our national life than
during the preceding bix thousand
years that take us back to the earl-
lest monumenty of Bgypt to the earl-
lest cltles of the Babylonian plain,
Rudiments  Unchanged,

When the founders of this nation
met st Independence Hall In Phila-
delphia the conditions of commerce
had not fundamentally changed from
what they were when the Phoeniclan
keolg first furrowed the Jonely wa-
terg of the Maditerranean, Mhe
differences were those of degree, not
of kind, and they were not in all
cases even those of degree, Mining
was cgrried on fundamentally as it
had been carrled on by the Pharaohs
In the countries adjacent to the Red
8ea,

The wares of the merchants of Bos-
ton, of Charleston, llke the wares
of the merchants of Nieveh and 8i-
don, If they went by waler, were
carried by boats propelled by salia or
onra: If they went by land were car-
rled In wagons drawn by beasts of
draft or In packs on the backs of
beasts of burden, The ships that
crossod the high seas were belter
than the ghips that had once
orossed the Aegean, but they were
of the game type, after all—they
were wooden ships propelled by
salls; and on land, the roads were
not as good as the roads of the Ro-
man Empire, while the service of
the posts was probably Inferior,

In Washington's tilmeé anthracite
coa! was known only as a useless
blpck stone;and the great flelds of
bltuminous coal were undiscovered,
Az steam was unknown, th, use of
vonl for power production was nn-
dreamed of. Water was practically
the only source of power, save the
labor of men and animals; and this
power was used only in the most
primitive fashion. But a few small
iron deposits had been found in this
country, and the use of lron by our
countrymen was very small, Wood
was practieally the only fuel, and
what lumber was sawed was con-
sumad locally, while the forests were
rogarded chlefly as obstructions to
sottlament and cultivation,

Buch was the degreo of progrosa
to which elvilized mankind had at-
talned when this nation began s
career. It I8 almost [mpossible for
us In this day to reallzse how little
our Revolutionary ancestors knew of
the great store of natural resources
whose dlscovery and hse have been
such vital factors in the growth and
greatness of this nation, and how
little they required to take from this
store in order to satisly thelr needs.

Sinee then our knowledge
USE OF THE RESOURCES of the
present territory of the Unked
States HAVE INCREASED A HUN.
DRED FOLD. Indeed, the growth
of this nation by leaps and bounls
makes one of the most striking and
important chapters in the history of
the world, Its growth has been due
to the rapld development, and alas!
that It should be sald, to the rapid
destrnetion, of our natural re-
soureed., Nature has supplied to us
in the United Btates, and still sup-
plies to us, more kinds of resonrces
in a more lavish degree than has
over been the case at any other time
or with any other people. Our posi-
tiom In the world has been attained
by the extent and thoroughuness of
the control we have achleved over
nature; but we are more, and not
loas, dependent upon what she furn-
Isheég than at any previous time of
higtory since the days of primitive
man,

Yet our fathers, though they knew
s0 little of the resourees . of the
coultry, exerelsed a wise fore-
thought In reference thersto, Wash-
ington clearly saw that the perpet-
uity of the states could only be se-
cured by union, and that the only
feasible basls of unlon was an econ-
omic one,

It was In Philadelphia that the
representatives of sll the states met
for what was in its original econ-
ception merely a waterways confer-
once; but when they had closed thelr
deliberations the outcome was the
constitntion which made the states
into a nation.

Discusses Constitution,
The constitution of the United

States thus grew In large part out

of the necessity for united action In
the wise use of one of our natural re-
sources, The wise mse of all our
natural resources, which are our na-
tional resources as well, is the great
material question of today., 1 have
asked you to come together now be-
chuse the snormuos copsumption of
these resources, and the threat of
imminent exhaustion of some of

use, once more calls for common ef-
tort, commaon aetion,

Since the days when the constitu-
tion was adopted, steam and elec-
triolty have revolutionized the In-
dustrinl world. Nowhere has the
revolution been so great as In our
own country. The dlscovery and utl-
Hdation of mineral fuels and alloye
hiave glven us the lead over all other
nations In the production of steel,
The discovery and utilization of coal
and fron have given us or rallways,
and have'led to such Industrial de-
velopment as has never before been
geen, The vast wealth of lnmber In
our forests, the riches of our solla
and mines, the dlscovery of gold®and
mineral olls, combined with the ef-
ficency of our transportation, have
made the conditions of our life un-
paralleled In comfort and econven-
lence,

The steadily Increasing drain on
these natmral resources has promot-
od to an extraordinary degree the
complexity of our Industrial and so-
elal life., Moreover, this nnexampled
dovelopment has had a determining
effool upon the charneter and opin-
long of our people., The demand for
officiency In the great task has glven
us vigor, effectiveness, declglon, and
power, and a capacity for achleve-
ment which In Its own lines has
never yet been matched, So groat
and so rapld has been our material
growth that there has been a ten-
Jdeney to lag behind In apiritual and
moral growth: but that Is not the
subject upon which I speak to yon
today.

Prosperity  Depends on Resources,

Disregarding for the moment the
question of moral purpose, It |s safe
to say that- the prosperity of oar
people depeénds directly on the en-
ergy and intelligence with which our
natural resources are used., It is
equali_(- clear that these resources
are the final basis of national pow-
er and perpetnity, Finally, It Ias
ominously evident that these re-
sourctés are in the course of rapid
exhaustion,

Limit In Sight,

Thiz natlon began with the bellef
that its landed posscssions were I~
LIMITABLE and eapable of support-
Ing all the people who might care
to make our country thelr home;
but already the LIMIT OF UNSET-
TLED LAND IS IN SIGHT, and In-
deed but little land ftted for agrl-
cultsire pow remains  unoccupled
save what can be reclaimed by lrri-

and

gatlon and dralnage. We began with
an unapproached heritage of forests;
more than half of the timber Is gone.
We began with con! flelds more ex-
tensive than those of any other ua-
tlon and with ifron ores regarded as
inexhaustible, and many experts
now declare that the end of both
iron and coal s In sight,
Consumption  Increased,

The mere Incréase In our con-
sumption of conl during 1907 over
1908 exceeded the total consumption
In 1876, the centenlal year, The
cengrmous stores of mineral oll and
gas are largely gone. Our natural
walerways are not gone, but they
have been go Injured by neglect, and
by the division of responsibility and
utter lack of systém In dealing with
them, that there Is less navigation
on them now than there was G0
yenrs ago. Finally, we began with
golls of unexampled fertility and we
have so lmpoverished them by In-
Judiclous mse and by falling to check
eroglon that thelr erop producing
power s diminishing Instead of in-
creasing. In a word, we have
thoughtlessaly, and to a large degree
unnecessarily, diminished the re-
sourees upon which not only our
prosperity but the prosperity of our
children must always depend,

Resources Used Up, Then—

We have become great because of
the lavish use of our resources and
weé have just reason to be promd of
our growth. Bul the time has come
to Inguire seriously what will hap-
pen when our forests are gone, when
the coal, the lron, the oll, and the
gas are exhausted, when the solls
shall have been still further impov-
orlshed and washed Into the streams,
polluting the rivers, denuding the
flelds, and obstructing navigation,
i These questions do not relate only to

|tho next century or to the next gen-

eration. IT I8 TIME for us now
a8 & nation to exercise the same rea-
sonable foresight in dealing with our
great natural resources that womld
be shown by any prudent man In
conserving and widely using the
property which contains the assur-
ance of well-belng for himsell and
his children,
Exhaustion Certain,

The natural resources | have enu-

mersted can be divided Into two

Ingly me they are or are not capable
of renewal. Mines If wused must
necessarily be exhausted.  The min-
eralg do not and can not renew them-
selves, Therefore in dealing with
the coal, the ofl, the gas, the iron,
the motals generally, all that we can
do la to try to see that they are wise-
Iy used, THE EXHAUSTION IS8
CERTAIN TO COME In time.

The secord class of resgurces con-
alats of those which can not only ‘be
pged In such manner as to  leave
them mndiminished for onr children,
but can actually be Improved by
wise use, The soll, the forests, thé
waterways come In this category, In
dealing with m'nera] resources, man
s able to Improve on uature only
by putting the resources to a ben-
eficial use which in the end cxhausts
them: but In deallng with the soll
and #s products man can Improve
on nature by compelling the re-
somiroos to renew and oven recon-
gtruct themselves In such manner
ng to serve Increasingly benefielal
uses—while the living waters can
be so confrolled as to multiply their
benefits,

Nefther the primitive man nor the
ploneer was aware of any duty to
posterity in dealing with the renew-
able resources, When the American
gottlor felled the foreats. he felt that
there was plenty of forest left for
the gons who came after him. When
he exhaunted the soll of his farm he
folt that his son could go west and
tnke up another, So It was with his
Immediate successors. When the
goll-wash from the farmar's flelds
choked the neighboring river he
thought only of using the rallway
rather than boats for moving his
produce and. supplles,

Forest Famine Passed,

Now all this is changed. On the
average the son of tho farmer of to-
day must make his living on his
father's farm. ‘There is no difficulty

in doing this If the father wlill ex-
orclso wisdom., No wise use of a
farm exhausts itg fertility, So with
tho forests. We are over the verge
of a timber famine in this country,
and it ls unpardonable for the na-
tion or the states to permit any fur-
ther cutting of our timber save In
nccordanco with a system which will
provide that the next generation
thall see the timber increased In-
itead of diminished. Morover, we
can add enormous tractg of the most
valuable possible agricultural land
to the national domaln by Irrigation
in the arid sud semlarid regions and
by drainage of great tracts of swamp
lands In the humid reglons,
Gigantic Belwmo,

Wo ecan enormously Increase our
transportation facllities by the can-
plization®*of our rivers so as to com-
plete n great syastem of waterways
on the Pacifie, Atlantie, and Gulf
consts and In the Misalssippl Valley,
from the Great Plaing to tha Alle-
ghoenles and from the northern lankes
to the mouth of the mighty Father
of Waters, But all these wvarlous
mses of our natural resources are so
closely connécted that they should be
coordinated and should be treated
as part of one coherent plan and not
in haphazard and plecemeal fashion.

It is largely because of this that
I appoluted the Waterways Commis-
slon last year and that I have
sought to perpetuate its work. 1
wish ¢o take this opportunity to ex-
press In heartiest fashlon my ae-

knowledgement *g all the members’

of the Commission., At great per-
sonal sacrifice of time and effort
they have rendered a service to the
publie for which we can not be too
grateful.

Pinchot Praised,

Especlal eredit Is due to the Ini-
tiative, the energy, the - devotion to
duty and the farsightedness of Gif-
Tord Plnchot, to whom we owe so
munech of the progress we have al-
ready made in handling this matter
of the ecoordination and conserva-
tion of natural resources. If It had
not been for him this convention
neither would nor could have been
ealled.

We are coming to recognize as
néver before the right of the nation
to guard its own future In the es-
sontial matter of natural rerources,
In:the past we have admitted the
right of the individual to Injure the
future of the republic for his own
resend profit,. THE TIME HAS
OCOME FOR A CHANGE. As a people
we have the right and the duty, sec-
ond to none other but the right and
duty of obeying the moral law, of
requiring and dolog justice, to pro-
teet ourselves aund our children
agninst the wasteful development of
our natural resources, whotber that
waste is caused by the actual de-

04 has luereased ot such & rate that them, due lo reckless and wasteful sharply distingulshed classes accord- struction of such resources or by

e S P
' h

making them {mpossible of develop.
ment hereafter,

Any right thinking father earnest-
ly desires and strives (o leave his
son both an untarinshed name and
& reasonable equipment for the
strugele of Hfe. Bo thls natlion as
a whole should earnestly desire and
sirive to leave to the next generg-
tlon the natlonal honor unstalned
and the national resources unex-
hausted, There are slgns that both
the nation and the states pre awak-
ening to a reallzution of this great
truth, On March 10, 190§, the su-
preme court of Maine rendered an
exceedingly important Judielal de-
clglon, This opinion was rendersd
In response to guestions as to the
right of the legislature 4o restrict
the eutting of trees on private land
for the prevention of droughts and
floods, the preservation of the natu-
ral water supply, and the prevention
of the eroslon of sueh lands, and the
consequent (lllog up of rivers, ponds
and lakes, The forests and water
power of Malne constitute the larger
part ‘of her wealth and form the basls
of her Industrial 1ife, and the ques-
tion gubmitted by the Maine senate
to the supreme court and the ans
wer of the supreme court allke bear
testimony to the wiadom of the peos
ple of Maine, and clearly define a
polley of conservation of natural re-
warees, the adoption of which is of
vital lmportance not merely to
Maing but to the whole country,

Right Policy.

Such a policy wlill preserve sofl,
forests, water power, as a heritage
for the children and the children’s
children of the men and women of
this generation; for any enactment
that provides for the wise utilization
of the forests, whether In publlie or
private ownership, and for the con-
servation of the water resourceg of
the country, myst neocssarily be
egigiation that will promote both
private and publle welfare; for
flood prevention, water power devel-
opment, preservation of the soll, and
improvemen’. of navigable rivers are
all promoted by such a polley of
‘orest conservatjon,

The opinlon of the Malne su-
preme bench sets fort unequivocally
the principle that the property
RIGHTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL
ARE SUBORDINATE TO THE
RIGHTS OF THE COMMUNITY,
and especially that the waste of
wild timber land derived originally
from the state, involving as it would
the Impoverishment of the state and
its people and thereby defeating one
groat purpose of government, may
properly be prevented by state re-
strictlons, :

The court says there are two rea-
sons why the right of the publie to
gontrol and Hmit the use of private
property s peculiarly applicable to
property In land: “First, such prop-
erty Is not the result of productive
abor, but Is derived solely from the
state [tself, the original owner; sec-
ond, the amount of land belng in-
qupahl.-. of lperease, If the owners
of large tracts can waste them at will
without state restriction, the state
and its people may be helplessly lm-
poverished and one great purpose of
government defeated. e
We do not think the proposed legls-
lation would operate lo Make' private
property within the inhibition of the
constitution. While it might restrict
the owner of wild and uncpltivated
tands In his use of them, might de-
lay his taking some of the product,
might delay his anticipated: profits
and even thereby might cause him
some loss of profit, It womld never-
the less leave him his lands, their
product and Increase, untouched,
and without diminution of ttle, -
tate, or quantily. He would still
hive large measure of contrel and
large opportunity to realise values.
He might suffer delay but not depri-
vation. * * * The proposed leg-
islation . *  would be with-
In the legislatlve power and would
not operate as a taking of priyate
property for which ecompensation
must be made."”

Quotes Decision,

The comrts of errors and appeals
of New Jersey has adopted a simlilar
view, which bas recently been sus-
tained by -the supreme court of the
United States.’ In dellvering the
opinion of the ecourt on April 6.
1908, Mr. Justice Holmes sald: The
slate as quasl-soverelgn and repre
sentative of the interests of. the pub-
le has a standing in court to pro-
tect the atmosphere, the water, and
the forests within its territory, lrre
spective of the assent or dissen! of
of private owners of the land most
{mmediately concerned. * *

It appears to ua that few public to-

{erests are more obvious, Indisput-
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