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DECLARED IN FAVOR OF GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP,

11

 Locks and Canal Project at Oregon City Considered by U. S. Engineering Department. |

g FULTON MERELY ASKS THE WAR DEPARTMENT TO ASCERJAIN THE DIFFERENCE IN COST OF LABOR AND MATERIALS NOW AND IN 1000 WHEN BOARD OF ENGINEERS

. Locks And Canal bill in the last legis-
of the Jﬂ“{' i;o: :;:D" of having, in the lifetime of tha
o iR g WU:.:M 1o safl up and down the Willamette viver
sow 08 0usth, 8 € corporation planted at the falls of the river
' periee » :. pill provided that the state contribute $300.-
o cty, The J00°% ) 1ot 1100,000 each TOWARD THE PUR.
!"’.‘;':,':M, GOVERNMENT OF THE AFORESAID
ll'w“" pecessary. One was the decision of the rivers
R U“lhhm St un&crtake such projects unless the state in
oy commitiee would take the initiative and bear at least
word Wn“oth" reason was that the federal government

“r;i't to.lnnlnmn and operate locks and canals on navi-
“'m STATE OWNERSHIP ALONE WAS IMPOSSI.

; ACTION WITHOUT STATE AID WAS IMPRAC.
plan was agreed to by the state legislature and will
by the federal government. As the correspond-
g department wiil show the projected Improve-
ding and only requires a few preliminaries to

| fo (he jolnt
agineerio

a8 pen
4 for the action of congress

b 0 Work of Open River Association.

s Valley Open River association has overcome one step
nmnpluh the final resuit of free locks and canal,

peen o marked advance in the cost of lumber, Iron and
g work, and labor s higher than K was in 1900 and
s for the cost of rebullding the locks and canal at Ore-
fn 1000 WILL NOT DO FOR A GOVERNMENT IMBROVE-
BE MADE IN THE NEXT TWO YEARS,

'mmd#m?op,-u! In conlerencey belween the Willametta
fped River assoclation, and the United States cnglneering depanrt-
o Portland,  Those conferences have riso developed the fact that

department at Portland in Washington are disposed to
' in their consideration of the feasabllity of the project. Fol-
slitorial 10 the portland Journal has called forth these state-
me Portland and Salem Jourasl have fought “side by side”
¥ RARIIEST POSSIBLE COMPLETION OF THE LOCKS AND
1 A PROVECT OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENY, which s
Here Is the Journal's editorial:

s them free forever
1[‘0”!&“4 Journal Editorial, i, 6.)
“WHAT IMIES IT MEANT"

s & lsyman cannot undera‘and the Ingoings and outgolngs of
posaibly the upmovings and dowusittings of legisiation at
a are n0t intended to be comprehended by the lay mind

#e Journal (s pardonable; If It errs In this humble lnquiry:
fe It necessary for a new survey of the locks and canal at
Oty to ascertain their probable coat? Such a “survey' has al-
mede by the United States ongineers, and thelr report is at
T fgares are on file with the war departmoent, and If it really
e congress can got them without the slightest trouble, These
sctarally exclte curlosiiy ms to why Senator Fulton has had in-
b the senate a joint resolution ordering a new “survey’ of
L ad locks, with o view to determining their probable, cost,
“srrar” all the welting peopla of Oregon are to get out of th's
Dots the action moan that there s to be no appropriatioa
of the locks and that this speclomus bit of “sap’ to-wit, n
g i 1o be thrown to Oregonlans as a solace for thelr disappoint
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ment? Having had a “survey' already, If this s not what it means
what does {t mean?

Why a New Estimate Is Needed.

Senator Fulton has introduced and had deferred to the committes on
commerce a resolution reciting that the state of Oregon has passed an
Rot appropriating the sum of $300,000 to ald the general government in
purchasing the locks and canal at Oregon City or bullding a new flight
of locks at the falls of the Willamette at that place, and directing the
war department to have an estimate made of the differonce in cost »f
labor and materials now and in 1900 when a former survey was made
for the purpose of acquiring the locks by the general government and
ASKING THAT DEPARTMENT 'O LAY BEFORE CONGRESS AN ES.
TIMATE OF OCOST. Tho war department is disposed to consider the
project as pending, and that it has all the Information necessary for con-
greéss to act, except that an appropriation eannot be made Intelligently
without knowing what the work will cost, and when a rivers and harbors
bill is prepared this project will have right of way.

[
The Project Is Ponding,

Following correspondence with the engineering department has been
had showing the stalms of the proposed government work for which an
appropriation has been made by the state and WILL BE MADE BY
CONGRESS AS SOON AS ALL THE FAOTS ARE FULLY BEFORE IT,

Lotter of Major Roessler,
The river and harbor act of March 8, 1899, provided for an examina-
tlon of-—

“T'he canal and locks situated on the west side of tha Wil-
lamette falls, In Clackamas county (Oregon): With a view to
ascertaining the desirabliity of their condemnation and pur-
chase by the United States' L

Major Fish made the preliminary examination and a board of en-
pineers made the final report and estimate of the cost of acquiring the
locks of the Portland General Electric company, or of bullding a new
flight of locks on the other slde of the river. The conclusion of the
board was that $456.000 COULD ADVANTAGEOUSLY AND ECONOM-
ICALLY BE EXPENDED BY THE UNITED STATES IN RBUYING THE
PRESENT FILGHT OF¥ LOCKS on the sonth side and putting them In a
gtate of repalr corresponding to thelr condition when new, or to bulld a
flight of locks on the other side, lin making this recommendation the
board stated. however, that before anything was done it would be well
tn asecortaln the rights of the United States to the Willamette river at
this point,

Acting on thig report, the river and harbor act of June 13, 1002, con-
talned the following Item

“Canal and locks st Willamettee falls, Willametta river, Ore-
gon: The secretary of war is hercbhy authorized and directed to
gaceptnin, through a board of engineers or otherwise, and re-
port to the house, whether either the acquisition of the pfosent
canal and locks at Willamette falls, Oregon, or a construction of
new canal and locks by the United States government and thelr
operation for the exclusive benefit of the navigation of sald
river, would, by withdrawing the waters of the Willamettee
viver from the channels in whicr they have been accustomed to
flow or otherwise, Injure In & material manner the operations of
the manufacturing enterprises now in operation or contemplated
at the Willamette River."

This matter was also referred to a board of engineers which, In turn,
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obtained an opinion from the U, 8. distriet sttorney, John H. Hall, as
to the rights of the United States in the premises. [t was Mr, Hall's
opinfon, based upon certain decisions of the courts, THAT THE UNITED
STATES HAD THE RIGHT TO A8 MUCH WATER AS IT NEEDED FOR
NAVIGATION PURPOSES, EVEN TO THE EXTENT OF TAKING TH®
WHOLE OF IT, without any liability to any of tha vested intereats in
that looality.

This Information ls smbodled (n two reports. The first one s No, 208
H. R., 66th congress, first session. The latter Is No. #%, H. R, 68th
congress, third session, ‘

THE RE-READING OF THESE PAPERS LEADS ME TO CONCLUDH \

THAT THERE 1S A DEFINITE PRNECT BEFORE CONGRESS WHIOH
IT CAN ACT UPON WITHOUT FURTHER DATA., [t would be unwise,
however, for congress to make an appropriation upon the estimate of
the original board because that estimate was based upon unit prices which
wera less, In some cases considerably less, than those prevalling at the
present time. That estimate must be revised and expeoling some suoli
query as the one you have made at the Instigation of Benator Bourng I
have already Instructed my assistant to revise tha original estimuate on
a basis of the present unit prices for rock exocavation, conerete, ete, I
SHALL IN DUE TIME WRITE TO THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS TELI-
ING HIM OF THE FAOT THAT THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE IS NOT A
SAFE GUIDE AT THE PRESENT TIME AS T0O THE UVITIMATE CO8T
OF THE WORK BY REASON OF THE PRESENT PRICES, AND WILL
TELL HIM HOW MUCH THE BSTIMATE SHOULD BE INOREASED
TO CORRESPOND WITH THE PRESENT PRICES,

The above is the situation as [ understand it. THERE IS A DEFI-
NITE RECOMMENDATION FOR THE ACQUISITION OF THE PRES.
ENT LOCKS BEFORE CONGRESS, or fallure to get them At a resson-
abio figure, a definite recommendation to bulld a parallel flight of locky
on the ast side of the river. WITH THESE REPORTS RBREFORR
THEM CONGRESS HAS ALL THE INFORMATION IT USUALLY RE-
QUIRES BEFORE MAKING A DECISION UPON A PRINECT,

Project Is Ready for Action,

"t can be readily seen from what Lientenant Colonel Roessler of the
corps of engineers of tha U, 8 A, suys In the above that the Oregon City
locks and canal project—the project to meke them FOREVER FREE TO
THE I‘IOO!"L’E AND GIVE THE PROPLE FREE AND UNIMPEDED USH
OF THE RIVER, is In the best possible condition for the delegation In
confrress to secure favorable actlon. In fact, Congressman Hawley has
introduced a bill to appropriate $300,000 for the purchase of tho loeks
and canal, with the ald of the state. The state has already aoted in good
falth and the federal government has gone too far to retreat. With an
united harmonious delegation and the hearty co-operation of the state
and the engineering department there is no good reason why the ems
bargo of B0 cents per ton on the commercé and products of western
Oregon shall not soon be removed forever,

The Fight for an Open River,

The entire delegation in congress Is pledged to make this the Initial
fight for an open river from Eugene to the Columbia, and WITH THE
LOCKS OPENED AND MADE FREE FROM THE GRASF OF THE COR-
PORATION THAT NOW OWNS THEM there will be handreds of thou-
sands of dollars saved annually to the shippers of western Oregon. Tha
Open River association ls keeping up & constant fight to reach this res
sult of making the open river a possibility within a fow years at the out-
side, ‘WYA\WF

ELECTRIC LIGHT

PORTLAND RAILWAY LIGHT = POWER C0.

WILLAMETTE VALLEY DIVISION

GAS FOR LIGHT AND FUEL

Improvements made and under way at this
time will make our service in all lines
gmexcelled : : : : ¢ ¢ @
[i you have a lighting problem, a power
difficulty, or want to enjoy the pleasure of
cooking with gas let us falk with you
about your meeds : : : : ¢ I ¢

Corner Commercial and State Streets, Salem, Oregon

ELECTRIC POWER
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