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CRITICISM

T tth(: County Court Has Been
d For Matters Entirly Out of
Its Jurisdiction

— ————

cont of the totnl sum ralsed, that he
inferred the county ecourt waa whol-
Iy responsible for. It migh be added
thnt f Mr. Durbin pay the
county the amount that the experts
tound him short and that he has sov-
eral times acknowledged and prom-
(ged the county court he would pay
the tax levy would not be guite wo
high ag It Is. We have been very
jenfent with him relntive to the mat-
tor, relving upon his word that he
would settle the sum that he ne-
knowledged to the county court was

would

due.

[ know nothing as to whether or
not My, Durbin’'s property was nssess-
ed too high this year, but It rather
jooks ke from the casunl observa-
tion that he has not been nssossod
high enough In former yeaurs, How-
that I8 o matter botween ho wod
the nssessor. ‘There Is
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The county court makes an ostl-
mate of the total sum reguired to
pay for the things that the majority
of the taxpayers demand and makes
% levy sufficiently large to cover it.

‘It the property values bhe nusessed

high the rate will be low; If the
property values be assessed low the
rate will be correspondingly high.

During the first four yeara of the
the time cov-
ered by my predecessor, Judge Ter-
rell, Including the first alx months of
my first term, there were expended
annually, upon an average, $10,323
for the road and bridge Improvement

During the next five years of sald
period, the time covered by my ad-
ministration which brings us up to
| the present levy, there were expended
[anuually, upon an average for road
aud bridge improvement the sum of
44,5560, ’

During my first term of offlce there
was & great demand from the people
for better road improvement. The
maln Issue between Mr, Corby and
myself in the eampaign of 1604 was
upon the question as to whether or
the taxpayers throughout this
Needham
and myself upon the poliey that we
had ipanugurated relative to road im-
provement. It was ratifled by giving
us & greater majority vote than any
county judge or commissloner has
ever recelved In this county before.
Owing to this fact, we have alnce
made lovies sufficlently large Lo en-
able us to continne our poliey of
highway improvement in the manner
that seemed to ns to be demanded
by the majority of the taxXpayers.
Last year and the year before we ex-
pended for road and bridge lmprove-
ment, including special levies ‘made
by road districts, an average of §01 .-
628.

When we went into office we found
the county very poorly equipped with
necessary tools and machinery to do
road work. We now have three rock
crushers and two steam road rollers,
twonty-four wheeled scrapers and a
number of large slip scrapers and a
number of road graders for each road
distriet. AU of which are in good
condition and are absolulely neces-
say to be had in attending to the
road work as it should be attended
te. This machipery represents an
assat that is worth to the county be-
tween fifteen and tweoty thousand
dollars that practieally cost the tax-
payers nothing, owing to the agita-
tion for better roads, the people have
volunteered emough labor and money
to pay for ull of sald machinery,
Most of this machinery will serve the
county for years to come with bul
little repalr.

We have done away with more
than filve miles of eculverts and
bridges by cutting down hills and
using the earth In making fiils. We
are now, and have beemn during the
year lest past, manufacturing con-
orete culverts that have met the gen-
eral approval of all who have careful-
ly examined them, and we jutend to

not
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a8 fast as the work onn practically
be done,

two mileg of muendam road and have

erushed to be pluced upon the roads
this vear,

If we wera to hold the road
pense down to what It was before |
went Into ofMee the taxes would be
materinily reduced, but we feel that
the Increme In population and busl-
ness of the conntry demand a larger
expenditure for road Improvement
than It did In former years.

We are awire that taxos are high,
but think that it {8 not falr to can-
the eounty court for all of the
burden of taxation, Inasmuch as al-
most two-thirds of It Is caused to he
levied by lnws passed by the legls-
lature and by oty ecouncils and the
people in school nnd road districts,
over which the county court have no
Out »f the total taxes to he
rafsed this yenr the county court had
whataver with $218.
GAT.O0 of It. All that we are respon-
aible for It $126.289.14, of which
pum §G000 s for strect Improve-
moent adjncent to the court house lot,
and 330,000 for court house lmproves
ment, We estimated that there would
be $4000 rehate on taxos this your
and 34000 for delinquent taxes that
woild not be collected. Last year
there wore exponded for salarles of
county ofMeers, and for coroners, jl1f-
tlee and clreult court expenses the
pum of $31,737. A large proportion
of the remainder of last your's h'\'y{
was for road and bridge Improve-
im- nt and Is an lovestment and not
an exnenditure as some would at
MNrut Tho total levy made
by the county court this year for all
purposes Ik nine mills, of which four
and Nfty-Nve hundrodths mills are all

sure

control

nothing to do,

conslder,

that the county court s responsible
far, In ndditlon to the above levy
the city of Salem levied seven and

pne-halfl mills

A 40 the court house Improve-
will say that there has been,
thonght, a genern! demuand for
several years lust past to have our
rourt Improved. The wvaults
are very muoh crowded and by some,
consldered not to be burginr nor fire
Many important documents
nnd county records are now stored
In the attic where they would be de-
stroyed If the court house wounld
happen to burn, and In such eovent
would be a great loss to the county,
Bevernl grand juries have eriticleed
the county court for not making the
county Jall more sanitary and gecure
and not providing for a lavatory for
ladies. We have been walting to
make such Improvement to such tim=
a8 we thought the times and bulnners
of the county wonld Justifty without
ereating any great burden upon the
taxpayers, and to such times as all of
the needed Improvemenis counld be
made.

We feel that the people were néver
in & better finanelal econdition to
make such lmprovement than they
pnow are., If we have made n mis-
take relative to the good times, we
are sorry for It, The levy Hasn been
made and I know of no way that the
taxods can be rebated, Such Is pot
my opinion alone, but [t s that of
the district @torney and other com-
petent lawyers to whom I have sub-
mitted the suestion.

ment,
we

house

proof

Personally, we are not at all de-
girous of making any changes in the
court house hecause we fesl that It s
A great responusibility to do so, How-
éver, we were prompted to do so,
feeling that it was the general desire
of the people and that It {8 neces
aary for a proper sale guard of our
county records and, not desiring to
shirk responsibility, we gave notiee
through the papers that we intended
to improve the court house and gave
o general idea of what that lmprove-
ment would be., Several weeks after
the notice was glven, we, having
heard no objections whatever, ars
ranged with a competent architect to
draw plans and specifications for sald
improvement and made a levy to cov-
er (e expenses of the sameo. After
the leyy was made for that month,
an active effort was made by & fow
people residing in Salem to have sald
improvement deferred one year and
to have the levy that was made for
that purpose rebated. Such a re-
quest was made before any offort was
made to ascertain what improvement
was neaded or what our plans were
and not until after It was too late for
the levy to be changed.

Everything that has boen done by
the county eourt relative to improve-
ing the court house and making the
tax levy has been done by the unani-
mous consent of the whole eourt,
The extra tax for street and court
howse improvement will cost not to
exceed $1.26 upon each thousand
dollars of assessed values. If a per-
son be assessed al $3000, his tax for
sald improvement would not exceed
$3.75, or thereahouts.

If we were to use all of the fioor
¢pace In the bassment we could, I
think, get & very greditable Improve-
ment without changiug thé outside
of m m lum before
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We have almost completed twenty- |

about Afteen thousand yarde of stone |'

LL PAPER!

Why not renovate your walls by

over

Now is a good chance to have
your old furniture worked over and
MADE LIKE NEW. We can make
your Couches, Settees, Chairs
or Mattresses cheaper now than
during the rush season.
figure on your work. We may save

you from buying a new piece of furmture. We have the
best workmen in those lines and we will guarantee ou
work. Remember.the big furniture and carpet house.

THE HOUSE FURNISHING GO,

177 LIBERTY STREET

putting on a new coat of our
NEW DESIGNS

in our spring line that is just coming

Special Prices on 1906 Stock.

So let us

holJ‘terlng

[

using the space that |8 now pccupied
by the sherif he should have a roas-
onable compense for vaoating sald
quarters for the reason that there
was & taclt understanding, at least,
botween he and the people when he
was n candidate for sheriff, that he
waonld have the same privileges, quar-
ters and compennation that wera had
by sherllf who recently preceded him.
It the sald guarters be vacated by
him he should be duly compensated

term of ofee. Upon the other hand
thare are peaple who contend that
the wherlft or his deputy, should re-
main in the bullding or near the Jall
tor & matter of convenience and safe-
ty. If the sherift's quarters can't be
used by us, I think a very creditable
ipmrovement can be made without
changing the outside of the lmllt‘llnl
If we find that we cannot do po, I
think we will not make any lmproves
ments at all. We do not care to
spend the people’'s money in making
an improvement that
pleted will be cramped and pot satls-
factory to the majority, End such as
will soon have to be done over again
Reapectiully,
JOHN H, BCOTT,

The Texns Wonder,

Oures all kidngy, bladder and
rheumatic trouble; sold by all drug-
glsts, or two months’ treatment by
mall for §1. Dr. B, 'W. Hall, 293¢
Olive street, 8t. Louis, Mo, Bend
tor testimonials. Sold by Blon#s
drug store. dw-1yr

All Honor to Mik.

All honor to Milt Miller for the
action e took on the guestion of the
primary election law and statement
No. 1 récently in the state senste,—
Forest Grove Times.

Your Opinion Don't Count.

iIf the house rallroad commission
bill passes the senate and becomos &
law QGovermor Chamberiain will ap-
point one commissloner, & Demoeratl,
Becretary Benson will appoiot & sec-
ond, & Republican, and Treasurer
Bteele a third. Bach oficer will be
respousible for his favorite. That
is just what the business lut-rests
of Lhe siate wanted to avold.—Oot-

in whatever sum they shall be warth |
tn him during the remalnder of Wik |{Thiy fs the view of Multnomah boun-

i
when coms-

Reduce It to Junk.

Appoluntments as  rallrond ecom-

missloners for party services will be ty

a disgrace to Oregon aod will knoek lose (ts honors In that connoection
the rallrond comminslon into & use- Kelly holds the world's record.——
lest  hoan of pot-metal.—Albany Baker City Hoerald.

Demoerat. . ="

Our Investment In Athletios,
Ropresentative
that Dan

It In ostimated by

Furrell, of Multnomah,

Kelly Is worth $126,000 to the state.

ty, which wishes to make the
sprinter Ite protoge and Baker coun-
will have to get busy or it will

bullds up waste foree,
nerves and museion
not reallee what n groat remedy Hol-
lstor's Rocky Mountaln Tea fs; 25
cents, Tea or Tahlets,
Dr. Blone's store.

Llsaue

fast

bullder, reconstructor.
munkes strouyg
Home poeonle do

Fur sale st

Old Trusty

Incubators

This Incubator has certainly made
good wherever tried. It never [alls
10 hatch the highest per cont of
hatchable eggs of any incubator on
the market. Our prices are iar low-
er than other incubators that will
not give you the guarantes that you
got here. Call for catalogue,

The strongest, best and cheapest

spray on the market. Highly rec-
ommended by all who have tried It
You canoot make It Is good or as
cheap an we can sell it to you. BHe
sure and get the PHOENIX,

A complete stock of GARDEN
SEEDB IN BULK. Remember
that our secds are fresh stock,
true Lo name, no old packagos
to work off.

Sweet Peas

Now In the time to plant Sweol
Pean. We have o Jarge stook
In mll the different colors and
the faney mixod varletios that
have pleased so many in past
SeAsOnN.

Oagion Sets

We are the largest dealers In
the ¢lty, and can Al your ors
derm, both wholesale und retall
Prices right

Blue Stem
Seed Wheat

Our car at last arrived, Most
of it s sold, so Lhat i you want
some seud o your order at
onee,

Field Peas

Our stock Is firat-class and we
are waking low prices.
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D. A. WHITE & SONS

SALEM, OREGON




