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The following article, which has been
blished in many of the newspapers
the United States sines the indiet-
et of Benator Mitchell, is a fairly
jeurate outline of his strange carcer,

present population of Oregonm has
tlo or no knowledge of his history,
of the sensation produced In Ore-
n 32 years ago, when the revela-
pns of his remarkable life down to
t time were first made, Bomae other
tails of his career aines that time ap:
r in the following article, but they
meager. On the whole, however,
i an ncéurate outline:
A ecarcer without parallel in Amari.
polition in that of John H, Mitehell,
pited Btates senator from Oregon,
ho, with his assoclates, bas dominated
t winte more than 40 years; who has
i electod to the senate four times;
ho hus been charged with startling
mestie infidelitics and semmationsl po-
Heal debaucheries, which be has never
roved and which would have wreok-
the fortunes of any other person
public life; and who, now in his 70th
, at the height of his influence at
national capital, is indicted by o
| grand jury at Portland, Or,
baving acsepted an alleged bribe
#2000 for abetting conspiracies to
raud the United States of its public

S Boys have grown to manhood and

r echildren, too, while Senator
‘j_} hell hos reignod in Oregon. Poli-
fQeinos buve eome and gone—all but
tor Mitehell. He is the one re
fning link between the old regime
BRd the new.

Revolta agniost his domination have
s often attempted; sometimes thoy
med to thrive, but they alwaye sue
mbed—the last belng that of the
old Republicans, who partly de-
roned bim in 18504, but lost the mas
ry in the ensuing five years, at the

max of which Senntor Mitohell was
lum]rll.'lh!l\ ra elected,

Mitehell went to Oregon nearly 45
sihrs oo, ot the age of 26 years. He

an ngile aml vigorous then; now he
bent with vears, his limbs are wast
I, his long beard is white, his eyes
re dimmed, but within his atrophied
orm, and behind his spectasisd eyos,
till dwells his masterful power over
en—not eloquence, for he never had
hat gift, bul persuasivoncss—a fnetul
y of political perception and organi
ation; an art of winning admirers by
handshake or o glunce, and of in
piring faith and confidence with a
onck or a word—all this in spite of
hin impaired mbility to roemember names
ud faces as once he used to do,

In what state in the Union has one
nan  ruled  polities so long?  None.
Mitchall was in control of Orogon when
Boss Tweed ‘‘owned'’ New York, That
'was more thau 80 years ngo, and still
Mitehell i# on the stage, and nearly
all the foderal offices in fhe state are
oeeupled by hia friends, and many state
and county und sity offions, too, He has
coutrolled courts nnd juries, as well as
legislatures; he hns been frotted, but
not defoated, 1y clharges of sorruption
which he pever met: hils friends bhave
been ousted from office for (lshomesty
or lueapaeity—several of them lately
by Presidest Roosevelt—but splie
of all the evideacr brought sgaivst him
of conjugal lafidelity and of politieal
debsucher, power has
defled and swopt away hiv political en-
emios, uptil today he is patriarch of
the Unitel Staton senate and chief of
the interocounlo cangl commites of that
body.

Is it romscoe—this story of a 25
year-old youlh, who deserted & wife and
two children at DButler, Pa., iun 1880,
went to California with Maris J. Brin-
ker, a school teacher; quitted ber at
San Luis Obispo shortly after srrival
thero, and went to Ovegom, where he

his mosmperie

in probable that the larger part of

itchell’s Seventy Years All
Full of Romance Intrigue
/ and Adventure

charges that he took money ecorruptly
an senntor for work done In connection
with surveys of publie lands in Oregon,
aml never answered them; and now,
when infirmities of nge ercep upon
him, is indicted by a federal grand
jury?

Is it romance—this tale of A man who
has conquered more vicissitudes than
uny other person in westorn polities
and defeated more enemios; who lns

'associatod with the groatext politicians

of the country in the past generstion,
and has outlived them mearly allf
Washington county, Pennsylvaunia,
was Miteholl's birthplace; time, June
22, 1836. He was born under the name
of Hipple; that was his father's name,
his mother’s maiden name being Miteh
ell, A brother of the senator’s a den-
tist, dwells in Ohlo, by name Hipple.
was John M. He grew to manhood at
The senator’s given name in boybood
Butler, Px,, and was edueated at With-
ergpoon institute, At the time of his
majority be was a school teacher,
While in that vocation he entered into
rélations with a puptl, Badie Hoon,
which required him to marry her, With
her he lived until they had three chil-
dren. One of them; a lnwyer, lives at
8¢, Paul; another, a daoghter, at Ta-
comn, the wifo of a judge of the su-

ton; the third, a daughter, at Canton,
Ohlie,

In 1857, still under the name of John
M. Hipple, e began the study of law
in the offics of Bamuel A, Purviance,
ond a little lator entered into a part-
norship which was probably only nomi-
nal, with Parvianee. But in 1880, find.
ing bis family relations unsatisfactory,
and bocoming powsessed of some money,
he guit Pennsylvanin in eompany with
Maria J. Brinker, and the two went to
Californin, For a while they stayed
at Ban but he left the
woman there and went to Oregon, The
womnn returned to Ponnsylvania,

All these facts were proved without
doubt over 30 veurs wgo, and Mitobell
pever delned them. And it s o fact
of interest that the chief investigutor
of the fucts, W, Lair Hill,
VOArS WAS A& newWspaper
FPortlund, Or,, and pristed them with
all the vigor he ecould command, i now
a lawyer and a defender of Senator
Mitehell in the Intor's land fravd Jdif
the marvel

Lais Obispo,

who

o

fealtios—thus evidencing
CUs

Arriving ot Portland in 18640, he as
Mitehall,

career for

winning power of the sonator.
suwred the name of John I
aml the remarkable
which for rapid and porsistent succcss
hias wo parallel in the annals of Ameri
can polities, One vear after going to
Porunnd he was slected cily attorney.
Oune yei: more, and be was sent to the
Another two years, il

I-t‘l.'u ]

state Guenvle,
he wae |-rw-'-|]cnl, of the #tate senats,
Agnin s year, In 1866, and he failal
by but one vote of winalng the Repub-
liean eaucux wominstion for United
States senstor, yet wsuch was |his
strengtly that be defeated the caueuw
nomines, A, C, Gibbs, and Henry W.
Corbett was eleeted. Bix years lator,
in 1872 he wus clected United States
senntor, and in March, 1873, began his
duvien at Washington.

All this timg he was known by his
pssumed pame. Under that vame hbe
not only entered ithe Uniled Slates
penate, but murried Miss Martha FPriee
of o well-koown Oregon family, by
whom be bhad three ehildren—one &
boy, whom he named Hiram, which,
ho sald, was his own middle name, and
not Hipple, and who is now a eaptain
of artillery in the army; the two others
iaughters, one of whom died at Wash-
ington last winter, the other of whom
is married to the French Duke of
Rochefoucaald.

In the summer and fall of 1878, af-
ter Mitehell's election to the United
Btates penate, the details of his life and
his sssumoed mame began to leak out.
The sensation was immense.

But Mitehell had already srranged
with kis law partser, Purviance, in

| Pennayivasia, to indoee bis wife there

parior benel of the state of Washing-
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IT’S EASY

To fit out an entire house if you go to the
right store, and especially is this so during
the present month, which closes anothesr

business year for us.

During the Remainder of
the year you can have

#4500 Bideboards at....... ’5500 $25.00 Buffets st .......... 20.00
$45,00 Sideboards nt ,...,. 37 .50 | $20:00 Buffeta at .......... 1700
$35,00 Sideboards at...... 30.00 | #2000 Dreming Tables ot .. 15.00
$30.00 Sideboards ut ...... .00 | 1090 Preming Tabls ot ., 1800
805.00 Dresser at +.ov.rv.. 5500 #12.50 Dressing Tables at .. 10.00

[ 20 per cent off on all Morris Chairs,
$45.00 Droesser at 35.00 620,00 Library Tables & 20.00
R0y Rewiee 24 2500 | 400,00 Library Tables ot .. 16.00
$28.00 Droser at 22.00 #1800 Librury Tables at 14.00
#30.00 Buffets at ....0...0. 25.00 There are others with which we will
$27.60 Boffels at 22 .50 | do likewise,

Fix it in your mind that we build the best Lounges, Couch-
es and Matresses BUT USE NO SHODDY

THE HOUSE  FURNISHING CO.

177 UBERTY ST., NEXT TO JOS. MEYERS & SON.

here was legullized seerotly by monns
of his infloence with Judge Upton, of
the state circuit court, By means of
hiv influence with Judge Hamilton, of
the county court, he had Lis name so
eretly changed from Johs M, Hipple
to John H. Mitehell,

After his marriage in Oregon, Mitch-
elh beesme infatusted with a sister of
bis Oregon wife. News resched Miteh-
ell in New York that the sister was
about to marry a man unamed Potter,
and be wrote to her many very impas
sioned and ardent Jetiers, decliring his
affection, and pleading aguinst the
marriage. He proposed, though secret-
Iy, to abandon the Oregon wife and to
marry the sister. The letters diselos
ing this purposs ecame into Potter's
bands, and were published fae smimile
at Portland 20 years ago, & sumber of

yeurs after thoy were writlen. They
wade & sensation, but Mitebell de-

nled their authority, though in faot
thers was no doobt of it,

A politienl storm: essved. The gule
was increased in fury by ebarges that
be had takon meney corruplly as a sen-
ator, for work done by bim in sonunea-
tion with surveys of publis landa in
Oregon, That story was much the
samse By Lhe one on which the goverh.
menst bas sow bad Senator Mitehell
indigted, and will endeavor to send
him to the penitentiary. The prosecu-
tion slleges that Mitehell sceepted »
bribe of #2000 lo March, 1802, to have
illegal eclaims to land expedited
through the geweral land ofce. The
aceuser s B, A, D, Puter, s coavieted
aod confessed land thief, who says
that heo pald Benator Mitehell the mon-
oy, snd who hopes Lo escape the penal-
ties of his own misdesds, and to get

oven with those persons wlo have re
pudisted bim by giviag the prosesution

evidenve,

The immense prosecoting machinery
of the government Iy in motion, It ls
sparipg no expense and no Jabor,
Thiogs were different 80 yoars ago,
wlhen charges of corruption were made
aguinst Mitehell; the land offico pald
uo  attention to the matter then,
though strenuous efforts wore put forth
to get it to do so. The charges were
publisbed, and Mitchell was challonged
to wue for libel, but he ignored thems,
though they were supported by most
responsible persons ia Oregon.

In 1878 Mitehell snme up for re-elee
tion, but Demoerats oconirolled the
body, and chose James H, Slater for
the seat in the seannte. Four years

sucesedod, through the nid of 17 Dem-
oerats, who hoped to widen the breaeh
betwen the two Republionn factions by
thut procsedure. When Mitchell came
forward for a third tern in 1801 he

ne elocted with little opposition, but
in 1507, because he bhad been o silver
exponent, the legisintore refused to
send him back to Waabington. Sash
was the intensity t fooling ot that
time that the legislature did not even
effect organization,

During the next four years Mitehs
oll’a foriunes were at & low ebb, His
elothes were shabby, and his friends
fell away from him, It was said that
ho was seen to eat at 15.eont lungh
counters. But his  influsoce, though
curiailed, wus not all gone, His suso-
oistes wiill heold office. Fuetional
struggles came to bis reseue Asd

when, on the last uight of the Legisls«
' on page 13) ol
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