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w Officials Went
hrough Sham Ad-
judications

¢ Revelations Continned
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of Land Agent West -
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nother source of basis, snd one
ding the largest return for work,
om school sections which are min.
in ehargeter and which, upon
nf of that fact in econformity with
tain preseribed rules of procedure
to the satisfaction of the commis-
per of the genernl land office, may be
d in.the selection of lieu lands of
amonnt,
Behiool sections reported mineral by
fitod Statos doputy  survoyors re-
» no forther proof unless disputed,
hbol sections not so reported must
proven so by a process called ‘‘ad.
. fication,”’' which is similar to the
method of perpetuating evidence,
ptico must be given of the time and

5 for taking testimony before le

‘appointed officers; the witnesses
v subjected to cross examination amd
gry preeaution taken to sscertiin
p faets. Upon these the loeal land
iders render a decision, which, with

evidenee, is transmitted to the
neral land office, where it is reviewed
1 the general commissioner, Al

otigh'such a trial is held in the name
' d by the authority of the state; in
ety the state has had mothing further
do tham to lend its authority to
ivate individuala who were under
ing it on their own account and
sueh returns as might ecome to
om in the lied land dicker,
The expenso. attending adjudieation
considerable and the result of it
pmiewhat uncortain, as the commis-
mer Kas decided, in many cases, that
ho allegation of mineral character

Rag unproven, Whether from this or

her reasons the legislature has mnev-

approprinted any money for such

Work, As a preliminary to adjudiea-
"'ﬁ" ont' the land department at Washing.
" fon ruled that an afidavit (of which
ho form was given by the commis-
oner of the geueral land office), made
y one and certified by two disinter-
ted witnesses, should be prima facie
vidende of the minernl character of
he 'land, sufficient to warrant the de-
rtment in ordering an adjudieatiom,
Ipon the filing with the department of
¢h affiduvits the state was allowed to
make selectiona of lieu lnnd based on
the school sections so certified as min-
eral, but the selectiona were only ten-
tative, and were not confirmed to the
state until the complete and final ad-
judieation ‘proving the mineral char-
acter of the land.

For some reason the rule was
strietly adbered to, as, in many in.
stances, selections have been made
when no affidavits can be found in the
department, they having been lost in
tranamission or were erroncuosly re-
tained in' the loeal land office, whero
they were first sent, instead of ac-
companying the lists of seclections
This. course of allowing selections be-
fore preof; though no doubt well in-
" tended, bocamo a source of much eon-
. fusion and trouble, for in very many

tances the after adjudication failed

not

of mineral character, and of uecdssity
the selections by the state of lien
lnnds based upom them had to be ean-
celed.

Additional to this, and complicating
the dificultien immeasurably, the state
authorities were in the habit of selling
the lands as fist as sclected on the
strength of the uforenamed ex parte
affidavits, and when the cancellations
eaume the purchasers, though holding
doeds from the state, were deprived
of both mooey and land. The extent
to which the said afidavita were fie-
ticious or frandulent ean ‘be approxi-
mately kuown from the fact that the
state’s eclaim to over 50,000 acres of
land 8o purchased has been sot aside
by the general goverament.

It is not neeessary to  infer from
such an outeome that the person work:
ing up thé mineral basis was trying
to defraud the state or individunls,
for with the best inteut.and mannge-
ment the inevituble tendemcy of the
mothod of proeedure ndopted or al
lowed by the state board waa to pro-
duce just such complications as now
perplex the state land officers. It was
the extrome of recklessness to sell
lands to whiel the state had no shad-
ow of title, and for which there was
very slight evidence that the state
could obtain title in the manner pro-
posed.  Indeed, there was extraordi-
nary inducement for the mineral basis
mianipulator to omit the steps neces-
sary .to establish a wvalid title to the
land sold. FEverything depended upon
the basis. 1f that was not proven to
be mineral the sale was void as to the
purchager of the liev land, The base
hunter” merely procured an affidavit
that certain  school sections, maybe
hundreds of miles away, were mineral
in charncter; this was called furnish-
ing basis for lieu land selections,

Upon such a flimsy foundation ns
this the governor, as land seleetor for
the state, and totally ignorant of the
facts, signed the list, which was trans-
mitted to the local land office, where
it was formally aceepted without in-
quiry, of course, as it was no part of
land business to disprove the afldavits,
and from there it was sent to Wash
ington. When the loeal land officers
nccepted the list, then the lien land
purchaser paid the money, aceording
to his contract with the base hunter,
who took his pay in full, and the re-
muinder wns tuorned over to the state,
The state officers exeeuted o deed if
the purchaser paid in full, or a cer
tifiente of sale in ease of deferred pay-
ment. The base hunter, though paid
in full, was under no bonds or legal
obligations whatever to go on and ad-
judiente upon the basis he had fur-
nished, but, without the adjudication
to the satisfaction of the commission:
er of the gonernl land office, the so-
ealled basis was no better foundation
for & lieu land sale than if it had been
located in the moon. Granting that
he mhould go forward in the success
ive steps of adjudieation, vim: obtain
an order from the local land officers of
the district In which the alleged miner-
al basis is located, appointing a time
and place and a referee before whom
the testimony should be taken, publish
tha notice of such appeintment; furnish
the witnesses and the attorney to
question them, take down the testi-
mony in writing, forward it to the lo-
eal land officers, obtain from them a
vordiet, favorable if possible, and aft-
erwarlls a judgment by the commis
gionor of the general land office; if he
govs through all this with an earnecst,
honest purpose to enrn the money he
has received and to viudieste the good
name of the state, the chances are two
to oné that it would fail in some im-
portant particular, and us a conse
quence the purchaser would lose his
land and be obliged to eall upon the
state to refund the money. This is

%o mabstantiate the certified allegation
i/

about the kind of suceess attending
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such o method of doing busindes when
there is an bhonest effort on the part
of the mineral base bunter to comsum-
mate the undertnking, but ns he is not
under bonds or legal contrnot to per
form sueh serviee, nnd as he is uni-
formly paid in advance, there is noth.
ing very strange or irrational in the
assumption that several  thousand
acrea of those selected im this way
weore never intended to be adjudicated,
and that school sections were assumed
to be mineral with fraudulent intent.
When economically managed, adju-
dication does not cost as much as the
basis seld for, and therefore it would
be a payving business te procure afida
vits of mineral character, realize upon
the bagis and go through a4 shiam ad-
Judication.

Of the more than 60,000 acres of
mineral upon which lien lands
have been sold only about 26,000 have
been confirmed to the state, the re-
maining thousands having been oan-
eelled by the genoral government:

It is not to be expocted that any
business can be eanrried on without an
oceasional error, and the land busi-
ness, from ite complexities, is especinl-
ly subjact to inaccuracies and mistakes,
It is, in fact, & specinlty requiring
careful and long-tontinued training,
both of the perceptive faenlties and
those of the understanding, as well as
strictly methodieal habits. But mak-
ing all allowances for human imperfee-
tions and the intricacies of land office
business, should we rationally expeet
to find in the land office basis used
twice or more times to the amount of
more than 7000 acres! Such, however,
is the case, and it means that citizens
of the state have been defraunded to
that extent. The commissioner of the
general land office gave u rough esti-
mate that 70,000 acres of liew land
selected by the state will be canceled
for the reasons already given, which
may be recapitulated as follows, to-
wit: Lieu selections in conflict with
persong holding under United Statea
laws, and in conflict with state lands
previonsly taken; second, selections in
liou of false mineral basis, 38,000
acres; third, selections on basis enlen-
lated in undsurveyed townships, G000
acres; fourth, selections on duplicate
basis already given, 7000 neres, The
decision a8 to several thousdnd acres
of selections is still pending at Wash-
ington on necount of imperfections in
the proof adduced as to the minersl
churacter of the basis.

Mr, W. T. Radir, said to be the first
person who ventured into the field of

basis

speculotion, and the one who has done
more than all others to prove the min-
eral character of otherwise worthless
school sections of Eastern Oregon, is
at present busily engaged in adjndi-
cating them, with some prospect of re-
ducing the aggrogate of undetermined
or false basis before given. And though
tho experiment of buying leu land
upon unproven mineral basis has been
rather a losing investment to many of
our citizens, the state will be the
gainor, perhaps more than 30,000
aores of land as a consequence of such
unsolicited ventures, But after the
wending of proofs there will still re-
main some 20,000 to 30,000 acres of
canceled lands for which the state has
given deeds or certificates of sale, and
thereby laid itself under obligationa to
assist in extricating the purchasers
from the embarrassments arising from
defective title. It is easy to say that
purchasers of lien land were required
by law to find their own busis by them-
selves or attorneys, the state is wot to
blame, and should not be beld respon
gible, but while this may be the legal
view of the ense it affords no practi
eal solution of the problems growing
out of the very imperfect legislation
of the past. If the legislature adoptd
an impracticable requirement or one
that must inevitably lead to trouble,
by leaving the duties of officers so
vague as to practically sbolish their
responsibility, eertainly it is not prop-
er to insist on a striet construction of
such legislative enactment to the in
jury of well meaning persons who have
been misled by the aetion of non-action
of blundering or corrupt officinln

Citicons are inelined trust the
atate, and they look upon & parchment
bearing its great seal with confidence,
a8 an earnest and reliable pledge, and
pot the voidsble trick of an officer for
whose delinguencies the state takes no
cure and feels no responsibility, Ho in
the ease of these eanceled licu lands;
the people holding the state’s obli
gutions therefor have been petitioning
Governor Lord to come to their rescuo
and set up their purehases upon valid
basis, and thus make good the state's
contract, Now it so happens thut the
Daly law stands in the way of com-
plisnee with their petitions, and the
governor very properly refers them to
the next legislature for redress.

1t will be reeslleeted that the ean
eeled lands aré immediately subject
to appropristion under United States
laws, and in some instances where such
lands have been improved by the pur
chaser, or evidence bas been furnished
showing want of proper conduet on
the part of the clerk of the state board,
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The Guardian of Our Body

SCIENCE UP-TO-DATE.

“The foremost biologist of our day is
M. Metschuikoff who has shown the
world of acience that there are leucocytes
in our blood that act as scavengers or

en,  These policemen which are
called phagocyles look out for the nox-
fous or'P()lsonnu! elements in our bldod.
It is of the highest Imgrunce to the
long life of the human being that these
men gusrd us from the attack of
s from the outside—who enter our
ies like burglars to take our livea,
Various offending elements such as mi-
anisms are picked out of the blood
and tissues by these policemen and de-
stroyed. Therefore our lives are pro-
tected by these blood-cell-policemen the
fla(o&y_-tn. and we en immunity
rom disease 80 long as our blood con-
tains plenty of phagocytes and red blood
corpuscles. We can prolong life by
keeping our blood in good condition—
our circulation anu liver active, In the
above sketch the border shows types of
red corpuscles which are degenerated,
broken down blood cells—in healthy
red blood the cells are round but when
we get pale, thin and weak the round
cells soon become ly shaped
or like a dumb-bell, The policemen in
our blood are represented by the dark
irrggular shaped celis within the circle
showing healthy blood cells, »

“The more study and time {s given to
the subject the more we find that the
bivod is the center of life "—says Dr.
K V. Pierce, the noted specialist of Buf-
fr 0, "the health and comfort of the
s trage person depends entirely on this
bl wd supply-=for the heart must baye

pure blood or it will not pump and keep
the bo':lly supplied regularle like the
beautiful sutomatic engine it is. The
nerves must be fed on pure blood—or we
suffer the pain of neuralgia, which is the
cry of the starved nerves for food, Head.
aches, cold in the head, catarrh—and
many other things are due to stagnation
of the blood.” Many of our common ills
conld be prevent and cured if the
le only knew themselves and their
g;:d&up. Study some good med-
ical k, it need not be technical—a
one is the " Common Sense Medieal
dviser” by R, V. Pierce, M. D. This
book isa camplete treatise on Physiology
Anatomy, Hygiene and Medicine and
slm limrla receipts for the cire of or-
inary ills—and is within the reach of
everyone for this one thousand page
illustrated book will be sent, by address-
ing Dr. R. V. Pierce, Buffalo, N. Y., for
a1 one-cent stamps in paper binding, or
cloth-bound for 31 stamps,

HOW TO PUT THINGS IN ORDEK.

" A new broom clean "—and in
order to put our own house in order we
must get rid of all the poisons in the
blood with a new broom such as an al-
terative extract made from roots and
herbs—without the use of alcohol, Al-
cohol ounly shrivels up the red-blood
corpuscles and therefore it is unwise to
try and brace up one's strength with
cocktails or llcoﬁulic tonics and com-

unds, Some thirty-eight years ago

r. Plerce who was in the active prac-
tice of medicine and surgery found that
an alterative extract could be made of
certain herbs without the use of alcohol,
that was a specific for making rich red-
blood—for eradicating the poisons from
the blood. In some way the policemen
jn the blood are increased in number
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and strength—so that we are in the
best possible shape to resist disease—to
cure peuralgin, colds, catarrh, and ineip=
fent consumption.

“1 believe that it is generally conceded
that Dr. Pierce's Golden Medical Discoye
erc is the best medicine for a man to
take suffering from indigestion, kidney
trouble or any of the aflictions resnl
from overwork or neglecting a cold,
writes J. Rumsell Hill, of 332 Bame
Street, Kingaton, Ontario, ﬁnoardiq
Secretary Imperial Knighta' Federation
League of Kingston, "I have used it
several times during the past few years
and have alwavs found that it gave me
immediate relief. It ex excessive
uric acid in the system due to
digestion, relieves the kidneys from con-
gestion, drives headnche and backache
away, induces appetite and tones up the
general system. I consider ita fine rems
edy for young or old men, sure to build
up & run~lown congdition of the aystem.”

"It gives me great pleasure to express
my faith in the virtue of Dr, Pierce's
Golden Medical Discovery,” writes Mra,
Ellen Hayes, of Whittens SM& Tenn.,
“ For several years I suffered with stom-
ach trouble., Had spells which were so
bad vo pen can describe the | §
endured while they lasted, In Novem-
ber, 1901, I wrote to Dr, Pierce, deacrib-
ing my case, and he replied
the use of his ‘Medical Di Al
bought nine bottles, have taken five of
them and have not had another spell
since I commenced the medicine, sl
though am not yet entirely cured,” X
have receiveds much and lasting
from Dr. Plerce's Golden Medical
covery, and know that if I continue with
it that it will cure me., I thank for
your kind advice and the J;’
I ceived from your medicine,®

wonld be inflieted by delay, the gov-
ernor hag yielded to the seeming ne-
cesfition of the case and provided
basis out of the Cnsende reserve, The
remainler enn wait until the proper de-
partment  of tukes them

in hand,

guvernmaent

O—
Wind' and weather destroy soft skin
on face and hands—Rase and Cucumber
Cream Jelly (Corosa Cream) preserves
it,
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STATE
SOCIAL
NEWS

Blodgett.
J. A, Wood went to Corvallis Tues-
day.,
Miss Mary Blodgott went to Toledo
Thursday.

8. R. Woad retorned from Corvallis
lnst weok.

Mr, Pratt and wiie, of Corvallia, vis:
ited at Mr. Evang' last week,

Roy Norton went to Corvallis Mon-
day.

W. D. Mixter went to Toledo Sat-
urday nod returned Thursduey,

Mr. Paterson, of Colorado, cume
Widnesduy to visit Mr. Pratt  and
family.

Miss Laura Skaggs returned to her
home at the Bummit last weok,

Some friends from Indinnu nre visit
ing at Mr, Cadwallader’s,

Mr. Shaw and family, from Kanaes,
huve moved op the White farm, recent:
ly vaeated by Charles Dutton and
family.

The presiding elder, from Philomath,
preached at the sebool house last Wed
neaday might, There was a goot &bt
te nl}nm-n-.
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The Diamiond Curs.

The latest news from Paris is that
they have dissovered a diamend epre
for comsumption, If you fear econ
sumption or pneumonia, it will, hows
over, be best for you to take that
great remedy mentioned by W. T. Me
Gies of Vanleer, Teun. ‘‘1 bad a eough
for 14 years. Nothing belped mo until
I took Dr. King’s New Discovery for
Consumption, Coughs and Colds, which
gave imstant reliof and effacted a per-
wanent eureg’ Unequalled quick eure
for Throat and Lung Troubles. At J.
O. Perry's drug store. Price 50¢ and
$1, guaranteed. Trial bottle free

““Mra, Baker has bLroad literary eul-
ture, & wonderful voles and forensie

by whieh purchasers wers mindirected,

or where great and irreparalle isjory

ability of the highest type.'’—Baston
Idens,

NEW
Y.M.C.A.
BUILDING

Corvallis to Have a Beautiful
New Home for Its
Association

A movement which has erented a
vast anionnt of enthusingm in Corvallis
i85 the proposed eonstruction of o stu-
glent bullding for the Young Men's

Christinn nssocintion,

The iden was first brought before tha
pnl-li. n year ago by un eastern friend.
This worker $2000,
inu X040 could be ]':ii.u‘l'| ]'.“ the loeul

promised provid-

workers.
13, the
A. gnve n

evaening, ."nm.lr}'
Y. M. G,
Boston buked bhean *lilliiilll‘l in the ar-

Un I'ITU|.'|I\'
mombers of the

mory, ut which time the cunvass was
launehed,

Por several rensons the oattendanee
ot this meeting wias not ns lacge an
gould bo desired, Lot those prosent

donations were

Fanught the Mprid the evening nnd

mauy Hhwral reovived,

Following ure the assosintion mem

bors who are lewding this movement,
and doing ournest work for the eause:
W, J. Mt ay, of Han

ter Molmin, Jr.,

Lias

H, O.

Fyune L

Now \'nrk,

Hill, of Chiengo, snd H. W, Stone, of
Portlund, Ore. The latter neted as
tonstmaster. Thoso respondivg o &
elover manner were: Colonel Darby,
R (. Hhr]mr'!_ eilitor of the College
Baromoetor, Prof. Lake, I, Withy-

eomb  and
MeClain,

Illlfllt‘l“ilh'i_\'
seriptions wore taken.,

Moswrs. Hill, MetCoy and

after the supper sube
AL this time 94

pledges were made to the amotnt af

$3004.

—
pay the mubseriptions; doring this
longth of time two agreed to pay $250,
one $125, flve 100, three §75, seven-
toen #5650 and thirty-five $26,

A dnrge number of young men of
the eollege did not attend the bsn-
quet, but desired to mid in the good
cause.  To necommodate those, plodges
wore token at the drill hour on the
morning of Janunry 185, when the sub-
seription  was  Jncreased to  $4880,
Singe then $360 more has beon proms
ininl,

It ia apticipated that quite a band-
will be realized from the
fucully of the eollege, as well as busi-
ness moen of Corvallis, and frionds
throughont the state,

It is estimated the hll“tlillg will
cost about #16,000 when complete.
The structure will be made of wlone
and prosent a substantial and artistie
1 lipt'.‘lrﬂlli'l'-

Among the numerous uses its rooms
will be assigned to are the reading
room#, trophy room, sihletie and ool
loge paper office, amil meoting hulls for
the four soclotios of the ecolloge.

Congtraction will  commenco  maxt
wummer. A desirable looation will be
wilected near the other college build-
Ings,

This valubale new addition will cers
tainly be one of the most stiraective
of the college group.

e
Bent Hor Double.

““1 kuew no one for four weeks when
I wans sick with typheid and kidney
trouble,’’ writes Mrs. Annpie Hunter,
of Pitteburg, Pa, ““and when I got
botter, althoogh I had one of the bost
doctors I could got, I was bent double -
and had to rest my bands on my
knees whon I walked. ¥rom this ter
vible afliction I wus rescusd by eloe
ltrlo Bitters, which restored my
hoalth and strength, and now I esn
walk ns straight na ever., They are
slwply  wonderful,’”’  Guaranteed to
cure stomach, liver and kidoey disor-
dere. At J, C. Perry's drug store.
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