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from conditions which are fnequitable,
ve and u
of Which Have Bs.
caped Taxation.

There sre many thousands of acres

of land in the state which have never

been upon the assessment rolls,
and which have in consequence escaped
taxation.  This may have happoned
through many enuses, but mainly for
two reasons: t, because grantees
from the government, fodernl and
state, have purposely withheld their
deeds from record; second, because as-
sessors, through lack of present own-
ership books, fail to find all the prop-
erty in. their respoctive counties. It is
questionable if under our laws an as-
sessor or sheriff can assess and collect
taxes on property for several years an-
to-dating their terms of office. Laws
conferring this power upon sssessors
have been sustained by the courts of
other states, and I recommend the mat-
ter to your earnest attention, and pree
diet that with a law in force authoriz-
ing the ossesament of property that
has escaped tuxation for any number
of years back, the revenues of the

state will be very materially in-
erensed,
Taxation on Public Service Corpo-

Taxation for state purposes ought to
be divorced as far ns possible from
that for county and municipal pur-

To that end, in many states,
methods have been successfully re-
ported to for relieving real as well as
personal property from taxation to
meet tho ex s of the administra-
tion of the affuirs of the state. At
the last regular session of the legislu-
ture, progrees was made in the right di-
rection by the of the inheri-
tance tax law and the corporation li-
cense law. There may be inequalities
in these that will need rndjnnment, but
the ral pu of both are most
umﬁ::; Ignr g the 18 months the
jnberitance tax law has been in force,
$6,626.93 has been paid into the state
tremsury thereunder, while under the
latter law $191,615.87 has been ecollect-
ed. Thesse amounts are likely to in-
crease each year as the state grows in
population. In addition to the amounts
thus realized, insurance compaunies dur-
ing the year 1003 paid $7,363.21 li-
consa fees and $38,036.19 taxea on net
premiums collected, and for 1004,
$7,310.51 liconse fees. The tax for
the latter year will not be due until
Mareh lst next, Of the liconse fees
collected 40 per eent is paid to the
secretary of state as fees under sec-
tion 3724, Bellinger aud Cotton’s Code,
while only 60 per cent thersof is paid
into the treasury.

The taxes realized from these three
sources show what .is possible to be
done for purposes of state other than
by levying a tax upon the assessed
valuation of the property of the state.
But a stop further should be taken to
reach & class of property that practi-
cally eseapem taxation. I refer to the
taxation of the franchises of express,
telephone, telegraph, Pullman ear and
other mimilar public service companies.
Different methods of taxation for these
corporations have been resorted to in
the several states, but from au exami-
pation of a number of statutes, it is
imposaible to deduce any general prin-
cipal for adoption, The secretary of
state, who has given the subject much
thought, suggests in his biennial re-
port that a tax upon the gross carn-
ings of these corporations might be
the simplest form of taxation. 1 heart-
ily join with him in the recommenda-
tion that an sct be passed at this ses-
sion to compel these compauies, own
ing valuable privileges and operating
at a large profit, to pay a fair propor-
tion of the expenses of government,
A tax upon the gross earnings, a8 in
the case of insurance companies, would,
us suggested by the secretary of state,
in all probability be the simplest and
best method of taxation.

Public Schools,

The publie schools are in most ex-
eellent eondition, and their standard
should be maintained at all hazards.
To them the great majority of our
poﬂn must look for the edueation of
their children, and statistics show that
far the largest number of the school
pepulation of the state attend these

i are

paid by our citizens of
elasses and creods, and every effort
should be made to maintain them
throughout the whole school year. In
of the rural distriets, especially
in those which are thinly sottled,
schools eannot be maintained for more

:

en theso terma

of the school by the large num-
books used, and some of these
be eliminated. It were better
books on & less number of
mastered by the pupils
ey have eonfused idens
y of subjects from a great
I think it is safe to
ho graduated from
when therse were
thorough frain-
which were used,
ox-member the New York board
of edweation recently, in discussing the
the course of study in that
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laid down. The large m ty, thus
accustomed to falling far short of the
standard, become indifferent or dis-
cournged. For, instead of repeating a
term’s work and doing it wall, they
are promoted to make room for others
In time all attempts to do the required

work properly become utterly hope-
less—yet the child must go on.
“Trying to do muny things, at-

tempting the impossible, so that noth-
ing can be really thoroughly or well
done, will be sure to have ill effeots in
a moral sense, too. In many cases the
wrong thus done to individuals ecan
nover be repaired. Are we not creating
a race of mental dyspeptics, superficinl
in ¢harseter? Why are children not
permitted to remain at the lemenetary
work until they have thoroughly mnas-
tered it. before being advanced to
higher grades? Let us have more ele-
mentary classes, if need be.

The most sanguine, the most enthw
ginstic advoentes of the radical
changos made in the eurriculum with-
in recent years admit that the present
course of study is too erowded, Why
not eut put the non-essontinls and give
the child an opportunity to acquire &
‘more thorough knowledge of the essen.
tinls? A step is being taken in this
direetion, but nothing short of a com-
plete change will remedy the evil.

1“Kauention should give pupils the
working tools, the ability for future
self-help, If our schools do not give
this they fail in their purpose. If a
phild finds himself advanced to the up-

es without being able even to
add, subtract, multiply and divide with
rapidity and accuracy, and to read
fluently and comprehensively, when
and where ‘will be made up the defi:
cieney? But this is quite a common
oceurrence. Students of high grades
blunder in the simplest figuring, spell
poorly and fail to take the meaning
of what they read, so that they are,
as a rule, unable to obtain informa-
tion from the printed pages by their
own offorte’’

There is great force in what is here
aaid, and steps should be taken dow
looking to such a reduction of the
number of text books in the publie
sohiools that when a pupil finishes the
highest established grades it can be
safely assumed he has thoroughly mas
terod every subject taught therein,
The State University and the Agricul-

tural College.

The roports of these two institutions
of learning are before you, and I in-
vite vour careful attention to them and
the recommendations therein made,
Hoth are doing most excellent work,
and I think it safe to say that while
our states are much more liberal in
making sppropriations in the cause of
higher education, these two institutions
keop pace with all others.

Normal Bchools.

In my first message to the legislature
1 recommended the sbolishment of at
least two of the normal schools of the
state. Instend of heeding this recom-
mendation & bill was passed but ve
toed by me creating an additional one,
If those already established are to re-
main a8 fixed and permanent institu-
tions, it is the duty of the state to im-
prove the service which these schools
now render to the people by confining
approprintions for their support to
their legitimate work of training
teachers. There is increasing demand
for thoroughly trained teachers. The
work of normal schools could be made
far more effective for this purpose by
eliminating all preparatory work, and
concentrating the labors of their fae-
wities upon 4 purely professional eourse
of study, There is no economy in tak-
ing the time of a normal school fac-
ulty for teaching pupils in grades that
are already provided for in the come
mon schools,

An importsnt educational reform
could be adopted by the adoption of
a uniform ecourse of study for all the
normal« Schools of the state, so that
r:-.rnoms fitting themselves for teach-
ng could reeeive the same credit and
recognition for work done in any oue
of them and bave better standing at
bhome or abroad., By placing all the
normal schools under a single board of
regents with a uniform course of study
for all, and basiug appropriations upon
the number of qunlified students satis-
factorily eompleting a full year’s work
in the prescribed course, the state
would obviate the manpifest injustice
and inequalities in the present system.

n Soldiers’ Home,

The affuirs of the home were never
in better condition than at present,
Too much eredit cannot be given to
the commandant and bis excellont
corps of assistants for the excellence
of their work, and the old soldiers
and sailors “are themselves to be con-
gratulated upon the faet that, though
many of them are sufferers from the
infirmities of old .10' wounds and dis
ease, ull show a disposition to cheer-
fully abide by the rules and regula-
tions adopted for the preservation of
diseipline snd the eonduet of the
home.

Since my incumbency the barracks
building which was commenced under
the preesding administration has been
comploted and equipped, and a new
and sufficient water supply has been
installed. The last appropriation made
for the maintennnce of the home was
based upon au average of from 80 to
90 inmates. The completion of the new
barracks ned the way to admit all
whosa applications were on flle and

~lwho had not been able to gain sdmis

sion because of lack of room, Al
though it was feared that = defleit
would be ecreated in the maintennnce
fund by taking in wil these whose a

commandant to admit them in aay
bevent. This was done, aad the mem-
bership at the elose of the flseal yesnr
was 132, yot so carefully have the

«lfunds been handled that there is no

deficit in this fund,

Some of the old soldiers at the home
have wives living, yet becsuse of in-
firmatives oscnsionsd by exposure and
wounds received in defense of their
country they ara compelled to seek

‘sm ssylum st the home and separate

thomselves from the companions of

their younger and better days. Bomo
pro ought to be made for the
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construetion of emall but comfortable

cottages on the of the home
80 that these voterans may have
the companionship of their wives in
their deelining years. This would not
cost the state & very large sum, and
surely the servicea which have been
rendersd by those who would be blessed
and benefited thershy merit the eox-
penditure which is here suggested.

T eall your sttemtion to the mrort of
the commandant for information in
detail as to the eonduct of the home.

Game and Forestry Warden.

With the small appropriation al-
lowed him for game protection, the
present warden has done most exeel
lent work. If he has failed to patrol
the entire state it is beeause of the
inadequacy of the fund at his disposa’
for the employment of doputies, but
an examination of his report will show
a greator number of prosecutions and
convietions than wore ever had in tho
same length of time,

In order fully to protoet the game
more money must be provided, and the
warden suggests a means of raising n
revenne without exacting it from the
taxpayers, The recommendations em-
bodied im his report are worthy of
vour very careful consideration.

State Board of Agriculture.

Probubly no factor has been more
potent than the annunl fairs conduet-
ed under the auspieces of the State
Board of Agriculture for improving the
product of fleld and farm and the
herds and flocks of the state. Not only
the products of the soil, but the live
stock as well from Oregon entered into
successful competition with all comers
at the recent exposition in Bt. Louis
This was a source of great gratifiea-
tion to our people, in view of the fact
that this state wag barely knmown to
many of the exhibitors there,. Keen
competition at the Oregon state fair
the past few yonrs has been largely
instrumental in bringing about these
results, and the législature eannot do
too much in the way of giving encour
agement to this important institution.
Appeal will be made to you to relieve
the state board of the difficulties
whieh beset it. The president has ad-
dressed n communieation to each of
you ecalling attention to the needs of
the board, and I eall your special nt-
tention to his address, as well as to
the report of the board. It must be
rememberad that the indebtedness now
oxisting against the board is one of
long standing, and although the last
two fairs lave been condueted of n
profit, these profita have not been
available to apply on the indebtedness
beenuse of the necessity of keeping up
the improvements, putting in a water
yystem and making other betterments.
The mortagage indebtedness mentioned
in the report of the board is ono due
the irreduciblé school fund, and really
amounts to a transfer from one depart-
ment of government to another, Thers
should be no hesitation about making
the appropristion to meet this and
such other demands as are absolutely
necessary to place the board in a po-
gition to suceessfully earry out the
purposes of its ereation.

Ohild Labor.

A law was passed at the last session
of the legislature regulating the em-
sloyment of children and appointing a

ard of inspectors of child labor to
earry out the provisions of the aset, to
serve without compensation. There
wn# not even an appropriation made to
defray the actual expense incurred in
the work necessarily devolving upon
them. Notwithstandin this faet,
they have been most diligent in the
performance of their duties, nnd are
entitled to the hearty commendation
of their fellow citizens for their zeal
in this most important branch of the
public service.

There ean be no rugged, robust eiti-
zenship unless the health and morals
of the youth are oarefully safegunrded.
Experionce toaches us all that the ne
cossitios of the poor employee as well
us the greod of the rieh employer in
various industrinl enterprisea, are mer-
eiless in their demands, and without
restrictive legislation rigidly euforeed,
boys and girls barely in their teons are
kept at work day and night in deflance
of the laws of health and of humanity.
I eall particular attention to the re
port of the inspectors, unnd earnestly
recommend that the amendments to the
law as proposed by them be adopied
at this seswion, The amendments are
simple, but if adopted will give tho in
spectors greater power asud broader
diserction than they now have, and
will materially aid them in carrying
out the pose of the law.

A small approprintion ought to be
made to dofray the expenses of the
bourd,

mission composed of men in no way
connected with the business of fiah.
ing to take evidence, collect data, ex-
amine our own laws and those of
Washington with instruetions to pre
pare & law and the result of their in-
vostigations, all to be presentod for
the consideration of the next legisia-
ture. It is my eandid opinion that
unless this in done nothing will ever be
accomplished in the way of sulmon
propagation and protection,

Labor Statistics.

Demand has been made in cortain
quarters for o repesl of the act creat-
ing the Bureau of Labor Statistics and
Tuspector of Factories and Workshops.
The demand should be ignored.

Penitentiary.

Many changes have been made in
penitentinry ®ince the last session of
the logisluture, all of which have been
conducive to bettering the condition
of the inmates without any relnxation
in the diseipline. Prior to the com-
pletion of s common dining hall the
prisonérs were fod in their cells, and

| th h 1 afford it
- I plications were on file, T instrueted the e o .

wrmnr-
mitted to have coul oil stoves and to
sook whatsover they eould ufford to
buy in addition to the prison rogimen.
With the installation o? & new super-
intendent this system has been eotire
Iy sbolished, and all prisopers est in
u large dining room, partake of the
same prison fare and receive the same
troatment. Tho result has been that
the colls are cleaner and the general
health and discipline better than ever
hefore. Flogging has been entirely
abolished, » other punishments less
brutal installed without in the least

dist buf om the contrary
strengihening, the respect of the pris

The A
1 suggest the appointment of a com-|Road
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onets for thosa in

The prison iteelf has Bots mah i
proved from a sanitary standpoint,
and the quarters of the officers and
rds as well as the cells and eorri-
ors have been placed in better con-
dition than ever before. There still
remains some work necossiry to be
done for the prevention of flth dis
oanes, and this is in conrae at this time,
The plumbing is old and decayed, and
this is particnlarly true as rogards the
south wing of the prison. Eseaping
sower gas constantly threatens the
health of the institution, and to guard
agninst it modern plumbing and venti-
lntion of the eolls and corridors must
soon be installed.

The appropriation made for the pay-
ment of the guards and employes at
the Inst session of the logislature was
on the basis of a wmall increase in pay
per month for the wall "guards, and
thiz was rendered absolutely necessary
by the higher cost of living nnd the
small pay received by them., Notwith-
stunding this and s large increase in
the number of prisoners over former
voars, o reference to the report of the
guperintendent, which gives n detailed
statement of the expenditures for the
past two years, will show that the cost
of maintenance per capita of prison
population does not exesed that of for
mer yvears. The recommendation made
by me in my lnst message that a law
be passed requiring the exeeution
within the walls of prisoners con-
demned to death was adopted, and al-
ready there has been one execution
there and others are soon to follow,
This law will, I am sure, be most bene-
ficial in its results.

Present Bmployment of Convicta

On the 1st day of Fobruary, 1808,
the then exeeutive oxecuted a eontraet
with Lowenberg & CGoing company, 8
corporation, pursuant to ‘‘an aet pro-
viding for the employmont of the con-
viets in the state penitentiary,’' ap-
proved Pebruary 28, 1805, whereby he
leased to said corporation the labor of
100 convieta from January 1, 1808, to
July 29, 1005, for the sum of 35 cents
per day Tor each conviet, nnd sach fur-
ther number at the same price per man
ps said corporation might require, for
the manufacture within the prison
walls ‘‘of stoves, enstings and much
othor commodities of like nature as it
way deem expedient.’’

The corporation pays $200 per an-
num as rental for the foundry plant,
and ‘this lease expires at the same time
as the contract for the labor of the
prisoners,

‘the report of the superintendent
ghows in detail the earnings of the
conviets under the contract of spid cor-
poration, and I respeetfully rofer the
legislature to that report for fuller in-
formation. It will be noted that both
the contract for the labor of the pris
ouers wnd the lemse of the foundry
plant expire July 29, 1805, and some
aetion should be taken by you in ref-
erenee to the matter. The state owns
the plant, with the possible exception
of some of the putterns, about which
there muy be a question, and at one
time unsuccessfully attempted to oper:
ate the foundry. If you should deter-
mine that these contracts should not
be renewed at their expiration, somo
provision should be made by law for
disposing of the entire outfit used in
the manufacture of stoves

I suggest the appointment of a com-
mittee to inquirs snd report as to the
propriety of renewing the present con-
tract, and if renewal is deemod advisa-
ble, what changes, if any, should be
made in the terms thereof. The price
paid for the labor of the convicts
gsoems small, but it is frequently over-
looked that the grest majority of them
are at all times wholly unskilled in
the work, and by the time their sery-
icos begin to be of some value their
terms oxpiro and new men take their
places. My investigations into the
subject load me to belisve that our
conviet lnbor comes less in competition
with free labor, in Oregon, at least,
under the present system, than in any
other form of employment,

Work of some kind mut be provided
for the prisoners. This is demanded
from the standpoint of humanity, ns
well ns necessity. To permit them to
romuin Idle in the prison enclosure,
and to congregate und converse with
each other, would mean constant plot-
ting for escape, and would endanger
the lives of the guards and the prop-
orty of the state. To keep them con-
fined in their cells would soon negessi-
tate the transfer of many of them to
the asylum and others to the hospi-
tal, 1 tpust, therefore, that the con
wideration of this important question
will be taken up by you early in the
session, to tho end that a proper so-
lution may be arrived at.

With Convict Labor,

At the last session of the logislature
#2600, in sddition to $740.83 unex-
pended under a prior law, was approv
priated for the improvement of cortaln
ronds leading from the penitentiary to
the several state institutions. After
consultation with the superintendent
it was decided to improve and robuild
the road leading to the reform school,
a distance of four or five miles, The
work was done principally by conviets,
though o few teams were hired from
farmers in the neighborhood of the
rond, The amount appropristed wes
insufficient to finish this piece of road
by top-dressing with crus ed rock awnd
rolling the same in order to make it
drst-class in every particular, But it
conceded to be one of the chen
and best constructed pioces of r in
the state, and the attention of the Io?-
islature in particularly ealled to it. Tt
is to be hoped that as many of the
members of the legislature ne c¢an pos:
wibly do so will vide out and inspect

thin work.
of Convict on Roads,

What to do with the conviots of the
state has been a werious question not
only beres but elsewhere, und it is one
which is oasier for the theorist to
solve than for the praetieal man of
affuirs who comes in setunl contact
with existing conditions. Various ex-
pediments have been resorted to in
the hope that the product of their la-
bor may compete &s littie as possible
with that of free men, Hefore becom-
ing intimately asequainted with the
kind uu: 'ehmh: of T:n loMl in
the tentinry in this state, in-
elhr

to the opinion that all or nearly
ai! of the couviets might be utilized
upon the publie highways, and under
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certaln conditions, limitations and re-
atrictions this might be feasible, 1In
some of the states it has been tried.
particulnrly in the south, but only with
partinl saccess.  There, those serving
sentences for erime wre of an entirely
different type of eriminal from thowe
incorporated in the wostern prisons
They are not of the desperate or dan-
gerous clams, but in  thuny instances
men who fare ps well if not better
within the prison walls than they do
on the outside, and are not anxlous to
loave even when their torms have ex-
pired. The consequence is that aven
with a small number of guarde and in.
gocure placos to house the prisoncrs ot
night at long distances from the pris-
on, there are few attempts nt esenpe,
With us, it in gafe to any, thut o small
percentage of those confined in  the
penitentinry conld be entrusted outside
the walls without a strong force of
wellarmed guards and steel portable
cella in which to confine them when not
at work. A much larger percentage of
them are sullen, deaperate and danger-
ons men, who would not hesitate to
take life, if the chanees weore nuywhere
even for sucecssfully, eluding  the
gunards,

I suggested to the last session of
the legislature that the proper steps
be taken for securing comprehensive
data on this subjeet as a basis for
the ennctment of a law adapted to the
conditions in this state, but no netion
was taken in the premises, The sub-
Ject is one fraught with many difficul-

tiea and dungers, and radical logisla-
tion shonld never be veuntured upon
without thorough investigation and

consideration, 1 have thought that it
would he wise to approprinte a sum
of money as was done two years ago
for the improvement of some of the
roaidds in the neighborhood of the state
oupitol, utilizing as far as possible
conviet labor in conjunction with such
facilities ns  the connty authorities
would furwish, In this way an object
lesson can be supplied for foture guid-
ance. In addition to this a law might
he passed providing for utilizing some
of the conviets upon the public romds
on the requisition of auy ecounty desir-
ing them, the cost of muintenance to
bo puid by such county. The eost
would not be great, and the results
would fully compensate for the outlay,
To send a large number of ¢onvieta far
from the penitentiary wounld nocossi-
tate the construction of portable steel
oolln, whers they ecould be safely con-
fined when not nt work, and an appro-
priation would have to be made for
that purpose. To minimize the danger
of escape, double time might be given
to ench prisoner for faithful serviee
while so engnged,

A moeasure fromed along these lines
when given a fair treinl would test the
availability of prison labor on the pub-
lis highways, and if found feasible nnd
profitable it conld be extenided to meet
conditions ns oceasion may require,

Oriminal Insane.

There are now confined in the in-
sane asylum about 15 insane conviets,
who have been transfered from the
ponitentinry from time {0 timo within
the past 30 years. Two at least of
these are serving life sentences for
murder in ‘the second. degree, whilst
nearly all of them are hardened erime
innle, There are serious objections
from a sentimentul ns well as from a
practical standpoint to removing the
eriminal insane to an institution de
signed for the eivil insane, unloss some
arrangement ¢nn be made for their en-
tire isolation from the latter and at
the snme time to so safeguard thom as
to prevont escape. Huganity dietates
that they receive at the hands of the
authoritios such trentment as is most
likely to restore mental squilibrium,
and it is impossible to wsecord this
within the walls of the prison without
employing physicians and  attendants
wkillod in mental disorders, The small
sumber of conviets thus afMictod will
not justify this additional burden upon
the taxpayers. The time may come as
the populition of the state Inereasos
when a conviet  asylum  within the
prigon enclosure may becoms f necos
dity, but for the presont sufficiont
money shonld be appropriated to fit up,
with regulation m;'lln to guard against
cacape and to sedura isolation, u por
tion of one of the wings nnd enclosures
of the asylum,

This suggestion is concurred in by
the superintendounty of the asylum aud

;mniwutiur{-.
outhful Criminals.

One of tho saddest things to reflest
upon in conneetion with prison life is
the lurge number of youths ranging
in yenrs from 14 to 26, As will be seen
by reference to the report of the sy
porintendont, 106 out of 332 prisoners,
or about 32 per cont, are under 26 years
of age, and about 12 per eent are un.
dor 12 years of age. It in safe to say
that in moat of these cuson the prison.
wra nre serving fiest terms.  About 10
ser cont of all the inmates are wholly
lliterate, whilst & much larger percen:
dage ean do little more than read and
write, and this percontage will hold
good for the youthful as well nas the
plder convicts, [ realize that the first
purpose of punishment of erimo is the
protection of society, but there is mo
reason why strenuous offort should not
be made to reclaim at least the young-
er crimingl clamses, nnd §if possible re
atore them to useful citizenship, There
are two fuctors which ean be made
mont potent to this end, nod these are
mental and moral training. The chap-
Inin of the prison ought to be pald »
salary commoensurnte with the service
rendered by bim, required te devole
all his time to the wﬂl‘nrn of the pris
oners and to maintain a school in the
prison chapel or sume convenient room
within the walls for the benefit of the
youths and illiterato class at sueh hours
as theso prisoners eun be spared to
him without impalrment of the diselp-
line of the institution,

The poliey has been to permit min
isters of the differont denominations
to hold services in the prison chupel,
and nothing should be done to Inbter
fera with this plan. 1f, therefore, a
E;imn chaplain in employed, he should

under the direet supervision of the
superintendent nnd sobject to  the
same control ax other officers and ewm-
ployea of the prison,

If the suggestions here made are fa-
vorably acted npon much good will, 1
am sure, be observable in the disp-

pearnnss of second-term men smong
the younger criminals,

& oI T

The national “of thi
reachad the highest stats of
¢y. The net of com
nary 21, 1908, for promot!
cieney of the militin has done ¥
to bring about this result, but
high churactor nnd standing of
ficors and men somposing the gua
huve played the most important p
thersin.  Representing as they do
ery trade and enlling of our commen
cind and industrial life, they may safs)
Iy be relied upon to perform any dafl
nssigned to them by state or natlon,
Indian War Veterans, i

The up'proprlnlion made at the
spssion of ahe leginlature for the
ment of the amounts due the yol
toors who served in the Indian ware o
18565-1850 was insufficient for that
pose.  Claims were paid as they
presented unti! the appropriation
oxhausted, Many have heen preses
sinee, and to pay them all will --
un  ndditional appropriation of sbe
£40,000, - .
These brave old pioncers have wa
od long to bave justice done them hyy
the state for faithful and cion
sorviee rendered in ‘‘times that tri
men’s souls.’’ They are rapidly pa
ing away, and if anything is to & doud
for them it ought to be done now, ole
it will be too Inte, Their claims
to be paid, and the pmount appro 3
ed for this purposs should be eel |
to our senators and  representatt
with the request that they rou
gress to reimburse the state thersafor
Health OfMoes, Y

He ronews  recommendation of
yonrs ngo for the abolishment of th
state quarantine services becauss B
fools that thelr establishment an
muintenance along the const o e
mora properly within the jurisdictiol
of the federal luthnhtiu. Sl

Public Lands, =

Upon assuming the duties of the &
eeutive ofioe T at onee turned my o
tention to a rectifieation, so far
possible, of the abuses which ha

own out of the methods in ue fo

ll‘ml.il\a of the public lands, and

feel mafe in snying that my efforts /
this direction have been measural
sneeessful,

The offices of state land agent
clork of the wstate land board haw
been prasticnlly consolidated within th
Inst two years, and the state land agen
has done nothing during this sdo in
tration that is sot to bo found of »8
oril in the offiee of the clerk of &
state land bpoard,  Arrmngements
now in progress to have the form
move into the office of tho Intter i
renrrange the remuants of records tha
wore founsd there two years &g
that it will be possible from an i
pection of the records to ascertain A
n glnnee the present status of
acre of land in the state. . s

The state land ageot and Slork of
the state land board have devoted mu
if their {ime to straigh out ¢
tangle into which the records of b
offices have become involved beem
of the lnck of unity of action by
the two, This tu{ wna onreful
gun under the administration o
J. W, Morrow, and has been
lonsly and stently followed |
sucocssor, Mr, Oswald Weat, to
ns well as to Mr. George O.

slork of the state land

srodit 18 dl;’ for bl:: |
of what at first seem opoless oha
The lands granted to the state o
ita mdmission to the union for edn
tionul and other pu have bes
practieally all disposed of, and tho
that remain are of little value con
parod with those that have been s
It might be interesting to rev ,‘-;}
logislation of the ns  affect
those lnnds which have been sold a
to point out bow profitable sueh
lation has boen to speculators &
how eostly to the drreducible sche
fund, but such & review ecan at o
late dute do no good, nnd I sonke
myself with dealing with eondit

I found them nnd as they are ot pre
onlt. s
The grant to the state of the
toonth ‘nn;li:i thlrty-lhl:hllnﬂu. in o
ory towoship for school pu
not earry with it the title tom o

tions whieh wore known to be
valuuble for mineral than for
purposes st the date of the |
and for every miunerul seotion loat |
the wtate it had the right to select |
demnity lands in lleu thoreof. Hi
wis A rich flold for exploitation |
the speculator in mineral il
wooms to have beon farmed to p
vato onterprise, During the four yes
prior to 1903, application wus ma ‘{
the exeoutive to the several local |
offices for adjudiontion of about SO
acros of so-called mineral base, abe
12,000 acres of which had been |
in pl;ﬂe by the m:u l?l“d‘.mm :
to this attempiod a M
title had passed from tL wate olth
by deed or cortifieate of sale g
these lands were returned ss ming
and without waiting for » final dets
minatiovn by the general lund !
ment nt Washington about 70,000 ner
%o adjudged as mineral by the log
Innd offices were used an bases for I
demnity selections nnd the setio
sold by the state at the uniform pr
of #2050 per nere, While those adjul
cations were progrossing, snd afte
warids, about 35000 peres were sold
pluge by the state, s that
mately 50,000 acres of the land wh
wis adjudicated as mineral by the 1§
enl land officos were sold in place TR
the state, s
Hore was the condition of th .
the Ist day of Jannary, 1903: k
80,000 neres of land had been sold
lace by the state, while the we
ands had beon adjudicated na or
l?- the local land oMees, and the oxes
tive of the state, through his Io%
agent, had welectod indempity
in leu thersof, and these indes
Innds hud been likewise sold, so
the atate had practionlly sold the sas
lnnd twice, In addition to this, ms
of the alleged mineral Innds had beg
umed twlco as basos for indemulty &
lections, so that in sush s
wtate bad proctieally sold
lunds an often as three times to
muany different [ndividuals, Of °
70,000 acres, therefore, leates
minernl nod used ns hasos ndes
ty seloction, only about 90,000 &
are in such condition that the

e

peey

ean fairly sud In fuith attet
to have the lﬂltllm made 1:;_

'



