SCENES IN THE LIFE
OF A LETTER CARRIER

By Fred Lockley, Jr.

to us in the post-

jotters come
Whs little table,

we sy them on & )
oo them by streets in

the

I start toward the gate when the girl's
mother recalls Bhe
me to the gate,

me, winlks with

s2d ‘::t::(‘nn the houses to whieh! “‘Do you remember the letter post-
ané addremed. A little careless- |marked Bpokane that you brought for
o ﬂ""””“ preliminary sorting will | Nellie yesterday?'’ . -

v ninum- tho carrier to walk many | “‘Yes Why?"

r::: Sk . EWell, 1 Iwm_n _\:'nu to wateh out for
R ing pouted!’ the madl, we load lnth\.rn ‘l.} Nellie in that handwriting.
oy sacks and start out. My route |Don't bring them. Tear them up,’’
'~I-ri““' 4t the interasction of two of ”]h".l am not allowed to destroy
the main pusiness stroeta, nny mail whatever, so It wonld be oot
Taking the letters in the left hand [of the question for me to do it."’

(il the papers for tho first block over
slie loft foronrm, 1 can look ever both
Jetters and papers easily. The papers
sré held in ‘place by a strap with o
spring grip, which, as the papers are
delivered, ¢an be readily tightened to
¢ romainder in place.

yeep th

Any on¢ aceompanying me might
think we were plnvmg an game of ‘“fol-
e my leader’ or ‘‘hare and
pogpde’’ 1 am the hare and the let-
era and papers I leave are the
sguent,”’ . The hounds will have a
sgoked trail  to follow, Now a
sirsightaway streteh, and then 1 don-

e back on my track, Up stairs the
rall Jeads, through a jong hall, while
1 deliver mail to lawyers and doctors
s 1 go; then down n gide stairway, or
it T have mail for the store below,

jown the back stwirs and in at the
wat door. One soon learns all the
shart CULE

My loall in the business districts
nelts wway like o Walln Walla snow
hask }.‘;,|-r-' w chinook wind. Hoon I
hyve reachied the bottom of the sack
awd the end of the trip. I must re
tarn to the postoffice, lond my sack
oreahy wnd sturt for the *‘residence
wip.'* Tt is mow 8 o'elock, and 1

postoffice by half
past #ieven, so na Lo deliver the ecast-
ora mail, which arrives at that time,
The first lotter is for a young lady
whose lover id in Manila, Ringing the
bell and putting the letter in the box,

must return to the

“VYery well, deliver all the rost of

her muil to her and put those letiers

in your poeket to hand to me when
you see ma alone. I attend to
them, '’

‘1 am sorry to seem disobliging,

but 1T am not allowed to deal so with
letters.’’

‘*But she isn't of age.'’

““Then yon have a right to have all
her muil delivered to yon."

““But that will only make matters
worse,’" says the anxious mother. “‘I
want her to get alk hor mail But Lhose
letters from Spokane, which ought to
be destroyed, She will think that man
hus tired of her undl has quit writing.
Bhe is engaged nlreandy to a man at
Muaniln, Binee he antled she has met
He is worth
his bills, and I
Nellia ean be
Won't

don’t want to see Nellie's

this man from Spokane,

less; he does not pay

ean't vnderstand how

so faseinated with him. you
help me? 1
life

I tell her how
the

ceive

wrecked. '’
but that

to de-

sorry I am,

postoffice ennnot her

girl,

help
the gven in so good na
CAatRe,
COWell, put all her mail in the gen-
oral delivery I will eall for it"?
is the mother's parting injunction as
I lenve,

Wo curriers see many signs of hid-
den tragedios and narrowly averted
dignsters, Bome time ago, when 1

Il'mnn lo a street  letter-box, a4 man

and

suked me to return a letter which he
had dropped in the box a few hours
previonsly, 1 told him it was impos-
sible. He said that it was very im-
portant, and that he must have it.

I gnid: "*One of the sections of the
postal lnws and regulations says ‘oar-
riers are forbidden, under any eircum-
stiunces, to return to any person what-
ever, lettors depogited in the street let
tor-boxes, hut must take them to the
postoftice.? **

He said that he had written a letter
under o misapprehension; that, sinece
mailing it, he had discovered that he
wns mistnken, and that if it was de-
livered it might eanse an  estrange-
I told him if he deseribed the
leter to me T would write on it, ‘' Held
for writer,”’ and that by applying to
the postmaster and signing s receipt
it would be returned to him, It is
unnecessary to stute that the person
nddressed never received the letter.

There is some one weross the streat
trying to nttraet my attention, Bhe
may have a letter to mall, nnd earriers
ought to be obliging, so 1 will go
over, ¢ven if I do mot enjoy wading
throngh the mud to do so.

‘Do yvon want me, Mrs, Smith?*!

H¥en'' ahe ey going
to nek a favor of you. I'Il do as mueh
for It won't be much
out of your way, and your time is paid
s0 1'm going to let you take thia
note to Mrs, Gray.''

““But it has no stamp on i1,"’ T ob-
“Cand even if it had it muet go
caneceled

ment.

replies, am

you some day,

for,

jeat,
through the postofiice to be
and postmarked,'’

COf eourse it hasn't any stamp on
it. important enongh to waste
a stump on. Just tell Mra, Gray that
I am not going to the lodge tonmight,
and ask her to stop and get the lodge
books, "'

““1 wish T conld, madam. Tt’'s a faet
that T am paid for my time, but the
government is the paymaster, and it

It isn't

roquires me to refuse to deliver pri-
vate noles or messages. The loeal
postage ia designed to belp pay my
salary.”’

“Very well. 1 ean send one of the
children over after school,"” sha re
plies, and I ean tell by the way tha
door slams that she thinks I Jack an
necommoduting spirit.

How thoughtless some people are
One Indy on my route whonever ahe
meots me on the street, slthéugh she
soes that I have a heavy load and am
trying to make up lost time, invaria-
bly stops me with the request for her
mnil. 1 frequently have almost to
empty my sack in order to get the
package in which her mail s routed.
After 1 havergiven it to her she will
say, ‘‘Is that ante”

*“You, ma'm."!

““Did the mail all comel’’ she asks,
frotfully. *"You don’t suppose you
esould have overlooked a letter of mine
or handed 3 to anybody else by mis
take?'’

Then she will hand back the paper
which 1 bad deliverad to her and say:
YiYoun might ns well take this to the
house, '

1 onee ventured to tell her that it
would cause me a great deal of tron-
ble to put her mail back in its proper
package. 8he asked me if I supposed

to deliver.'’
if he has to make a specinl trip to
o wo. v
Another womaun on my route has n
large black dog whose name is Jack.
When she seen meée coming n block
awny she sende Jack to get the mail
He rushes uwp with his mouth wide
open, as if he were anly going to make
one mouthful of me. I put the mail
in his movth and away he goes. He
never losses a pieee of mailk When he
has the maill nothing can distraet his

He delivers the pnolagn'

attention until he has delivered it
safoly.

1 gnve Jack a letter once, and was
astonished to see him bound aerony the
street instead of going home, 1 shout-
ed at him with no effeet, and followed
him to s strange house, where his
mistross was making a friendly enll
Juck had been taught to give the mail
to no one but hyr

Onee he cumr\mumiing outto meet
me, but 1 had no mail for him, I left
some at the next house, He barked
and tried to take the lettera out of my
Realizing the bopelessnoss of
getting noy mail from me he started
for dejectedly, Suddenly

hunid,

home very

up went his head and tail. He bad an
iden, With an excited bark he rushed
biek to the house where I had just
stopped, put his fors feot against the

come ont and eall off his dog.

The owner eame to the dogr, ' What
do you mean by beating my dog eves
the head like that?’' was the remark.

“Call him off! Call him off!i’* ¥
shouted, “‘and 1710 tell yon!'!

“"You must have begun the Sght.
He never hitea any one but tramps
und Chinamen unless he's bothered.””

I wan backing away from the dog,
which was leaping at me furionsly io
spite of the blows from the heavy roll
of papers, aind as the owner made me
effort to enll him off I stopped, pleked
up & stovewood length of oak sad
struck the doge He droped (o a heap.
In an instant he jumpod np, staggared
# littls and ran under the poreh.

Hix owner said ho would roport mer
to the postmaster, have me arrested,
and do various other desperate things,
none of which he did, Instead, ke
very apologized whon Re
heard from s neighbor who had wit-
nessed the whole affair how the dog
had nitacked me without the least
provaeation.  Thereaftor bis dog wam
and has given no furth-

manfully

kept chainad,
or troublae,
There are plonty of amusing inei-
deats to muko vwp for the unplensant
ones, When youn walk unsuspectingly
up to a door, ring the bell and are
grocted with the remark, ‘‘Go sway,

she wanted to earry that big roll of |door, selzed with his teeth the paper|you old nuisunee or I'll take the broone

paper all round town with her, s0 Il had placed above the doorkuob, lndl

meekly took it back and stuck it lnl
the side of my sack, meaniog to re
member it when 1 eame to her house,
I remembered it only when 1 got two
blogks past the house, and o 1 had

the pleasure of retracing my steps
that far.

While there are a few sneh per
sons on every route, the great majors
ity are thoughtful and eonsiderate,
Froguontly on lot days one lady on
my route has a gluss of lemonade or
ice watler for me. If T happen to pass
her house in a dreneling shower with-

an umbrella she sends her little!
to the gate with an umbrella for

out
I|\i'vj,|‘
me,

Tpon one oconsion 1 fapped at ler
so namb
Tetters,
rain into her

hands were
not shufile my
out of the

door when
that 1
She drew me
kitcheon,

11 know it's agninst the rules, «but
coffes will do you lots
of good keep from having
prneumonin,*' she swid.

Bhe is the kind of n person whom
A enrrier never takes the notice, *' Call

Iy
conld

A cup of hot

und you

trivmphantly bore it home. I had to
rocover the stolen property aund return
it.

With few exceptions the dogs on my

iroute greet me with wagging talls, I

am fond of dogs and they know it.
On my present route T havd been bit-
ten only ones or twice.

When the owners of a vielous dog
refuse to keep him chuained, the gar-
rier is not required to deliver the mail
Not long ago I had a letter for
which hud just moved into n
honse on my As 1 walked up

there,
a family
rounte.

to you. You ean't fool me! I know
who you arel'’ and when, with your
curiosity fully aroused, you ring aguim
and see the door thrown open violent-
ly, while n young lady thrustsa her
hea dout and shouts **Bool'' at veu,
it ia, to say the least, surprising. Yeu
think life is well worth living while
you listen to her embarrnssed exploa-
nation that she thought it was her lit-
tlo brother, who had been ringing the
bell and then runwing awny, at inter
vils through the morning,

Here is n lotter and a paper for the
faithful wweethoart of a soldier boy ak

to the heard n low growl
Looking over my shoulder I saw a big
biack dog ecoming for me. The hair on

his back and shoulders was ereet, his

],I(ll'l'll I

 upper Lp was tightly drown back, ex-

posing his gleaming white teeth. 1
sprang baek just ag he jumped st me,
With n deep growl he eame for me
aguin. T struek bhim with my toe fair.
ly under the jaw. Tiaking a heavy roll
of papers from my mnil and keeping
my sack of mail toward him, [ strock
him over the head with the roll of
papors as he jumped next time. Mean-

for prokage; too lnrge for the earrier

while T shouted loudly for the man to

| trinumph,

Manila. Ho has been spending a good
part of his puy for postage stampws
anid express eharges.

“ Another from Jack!*'' she says, in
“"Have you time to stop
just o moment to see what was in that
registered package you bronght me the
other dauy?’’

“1 have a minute or two to spare,
for 1 must wait five minutes for opon-
ing time on the letterbox on the nexk
corner,"”

i ere it in,’’" und she hands me &
little velvet box. T open it, and there

{(Continyed on fourth page.)
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WHEN FRANKLIN

Lured the Electric spark of Heaven to Earth he but Hewed the Way for Those Who Followed On

8
\

WHEN THE OLD SALEM LIGHTING COMPANY

Erected poles and strung the wires around the town
they but paved the way for the more modern and

efficent system that is now in vogue.

Every Dollar spent in a City
prosperity of the place.

We are here to spend money as well as make it.
thousands of dollars at a chance of making any.

We give you a chance to spend a few with an ASSURANCE that yom will
save in the long run.

for comfort or convenience helps that much to the

We have had to spend maany
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