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Lodas, July 80—The following ar returned in February last to thelr old
cle has been written by the bishop baunt at Oxyrbynchus, and there, by

Ripon: ' what they call & “curlous stroke of
It will be remembered that some good fortune,” came upon a many
x years ago public interest and curl: (script which contained some further
{1y were aroused Ny the annuuw-'snyﬁngs of Jesus, These together
hent that there bad been discovered with & “fragment of a lost gospel,"
b Bgypt & manuscript containing what ' they have now given to the world in
jalmed to be some sayings of our a popular form abridged from the pub-
yrd, The discovery was made on Lhell'll.‘al.luu of the texts {n the Oxyrhyn-
jte of Oxyrhynchus, a chief city of chus papyrh part 4; thus we are once
ncient BEgypt. The discoverers were moré indebted 1o the edltors both for

ir. Grenfell and D, Hunt, who have  thelr untirfng labore and for the WAy
evoted #0 much time and patience In waleh they enable so many to share
o the noble tagk of enriching the the difficulty attending their work at
yresend with the spolls of the past.
This interesting discovery was soon |statement which tells us that the
{ven to the publle, and within a year | mounds which need to be cleared are
bue large quarto volume was issued, [scatteréd over a site more than a mile
ontaining faceimiles not only of the In length. The ground to be explored
reclons manuscript of the sayings of In thus large in area and rich intreas.
hirist, but upward of 160 texts se  ure.

ected from 1200 or 1300 documents The pnewly discovered manuseript of
n the following year (1809) a second  the sayings of Jesus differs in form
olume  appeared, containing 193 from the eariler one, The earlier manu.

|
: welected texts, The documents worei.u ript consisted of a leaf belonging,
q heologieal and classical, and belnngtullm it was thought, to a well-written
N B various dates. It was, however, tovolume, The recently discovered

e manuscript contalnihg the sayings | manuseript has a less worthy setting,
or logia of Jesus Carist that popular and the new sayings are written on the
ttention was chlefly directed; and back of another manuseript,
perhaps the Interest in this manu- The fragment, for it is but a frag-
eript was not lessened when two edl | ment, though & very precious one, con-
ors, fn their Introduction, expressed [gists of forty-two incomplete lines,
belr opinion that similar interesting They were found written on the back
finds were not very probably. “It i€ |of what proyes to be a land survey
ot very llkely that we shall find an-|yst. The survey list, according to
sther poem of Bappho, still lees thatlihe opindon of the editors was prob-
shall come across another page ahly written at the end of the second
f the logia." or early part of the third century, But
A Stroke of Fortune, it is the manu=eript on the other side
But those indefatigable excavators | which will interest us; this the dis-
s are Inclined to asslgn to the
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after having spent some time b cov
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scarching for documents in the Fayum 'middle or end of the third century; a
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DISCOVERED NEW WRITINGS OF CHRIST &

later date than A. D. 300 is, In their
view, most unlikely. If these conclu-
glons should prove correct, the present
sayings of Jesus are about the same
date as the logla, or sayings, Jis
covered In 1837, The final settlement
of the question of date and of authori-
ties must be left to experts.

One is tempted to quote some—in
deed—of these “sayings’” They may
be authentic, or they may not; but
they are charged with a spirit which
i2 In harmony with the spirit of our

{Master; they are llke his saylngs, in

being simple, and, s Wordsworth
would say, Inevitable; they provoke a
smpathetic acqulesence; they chal-
lénge obedlence; they instruect and
they Inspire; they possess a happy
power of paradox; for they are of us,
and yet above un We know them to
be true, and yet they shame us be-
cause they convince us that we are
not true to what s so obviously true,

One of the Sayings.
We ame tempted to Hlustrate by

| wholesale quotation from this precious

fragment; but it would not be fair
to do s0. We must conflne ourselves
to one—perhaps the most benutiful
of them all, It is fresh with the fresh-
ness of the sky and the earth; It
sounds new, and yet, as we read it,
we know that the old spirit Is {n It.

It echoes the Jeep spirvitual teach-
ing which s famillar to us, and it
leads us Into the fAeld of nature as
the Lord was wont lo lead his hear
ore. The sentences are incomplete in
the fragment, but 1 give them as re
stored by the editore, Tuls is the
saying:

“Jesus seith (Ye all? who are those)
that draw us (to the kingdom, if) the
kingdomr is in heaven? * * * the fowls
of the alr, and all beasts that are uo-
der the earth or upon the earth, and
the flshes of the sea (these are they
which draw) you, and the kingdom of
neaven is within yon; and whoever
shall kmow Thimself eghall find It,
{(Btrive therefora2?) to know your
gelves, and ye shall be aware that ye

brackels and queries which §ro here
introduced that the task of restoring
the saying to completensss fe difounlt,
and the result by no means certain;
but the editors have not made thelr
conjectural restoration without auth-
ority; they have worked thelr way to
it by the application of & principle of
parallelism; they have been led to the
reconstruction by the hiots which the
perfect portion gives, aided by the an-
alogy of other authentic sayings of
our Lond.
The Witness of Nature,

The general |dea of the whole say-
fng “seéems to be that the divine ele
ment in the world begins in the lower
stages of animal creation, and rises
to a higher stage in man, who has
within bis the kingdom of heaven.”
Or shall woa not rather say that be-
cause m®en comes from God, and has
come algo to his manhood through the
lower stages he has within himself
the capacity of response Lo all that
bears the touch or dwells in the care
of his Heavenly Father's hand?

For man toerefore the fowls of the
alr, the beusis of the fleld, the fishes
of the sea have a volce, and the volce
witnesses of God and his loving care;
but the divine voice {s not there only;
for when man penetrates into the
deeps of his own belng and questions
his own soul, there, too, will an answer
meel him, and in knowing himself he
lell find the kingdom of heaven—in
finding himse!f he will find God. To
» know all of ant one thing is to know
all things. To know the flower {n the
|<~rnnny of the wall Is to catch a
glimpse of God; but to know our own
'mature, in fts wide significance, its
veomplexity, and Its capacity, Is 1o
| Know somerhing more of God who not
fonly gave beauty to the eartn, but
moml and spiritunl  power, refléec
tions of himself, to wan, made In his
own image

Here | must stop The reader who
would read this stimulating and sug
gestive lttle fragment must consult
the work edited by Doctors Grenfell
and Humt, It will repay him by Its
contents, and it will arouse his curl
oelty and gratitude—for he will realize
that there are plenty of unexplored
mounds and undeciphered manu:
scripts, and he will be grateful to men
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are the sons of the (almighty) Father; | who, in a somewnat mercenary age, |old rellable market of E. O. Cross, try T-2840
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There is no excuse for you not owning a
Gas Range, for we have just received a
large shipment and will sell them for ex-
act cost as an inducement for you to get
the GAS HABIT. Remember, a dis-
count of 20 per cent on all fuel Gas if bill
is paid on or before the 10th of the month.

The Citizen’s Light & Traction Company

A. WELSH, Manager.




