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(Continued.)
CHAPTER IX

TUHE HONOUS OF WAR
ABPARD ROUSRILLON was
thoroughly sequainied  with
savage warfare, and be knew
all the paclic menns so sup
cosafully aid o long nsed by French
misslovirics nud traders o control wav-
age churncter, bt the Slergency now
upon him was detling. [t confused
him. The foet that be bha taken o sol
emn o of alleglunes to the American
Roverument could bavo been pushbed
aside leglitly enough upon pressing o
caslo’ . but be know that certaln confl
dentl | agents left In Vincennes by
Governar Abbott had, upon the arrival
of H lm, gone to Detroit, and of course
they bod careied thither & full report
of all that happened tn the Churell of
Bt. Navier whon Father Gibault cnlk
od the poople together, and ot the fort
when the Britlsh flag whas hanoled down
and In bannlere @' Alice Roussiilon run
up in Itk place. T expunsive tmagioa.
thon did full credit o Itself In exngger
ating (he lmportunce of hiz purt In
bapding the post over to e relels
And what wonld Hamilton think of
this? Would he consider {t treasont
The question certuinly bore a trugle
suggestion,

M. Roussitlon lacked everythiong of
being a cowurd, and t(redehery bad no
rightful place In his natore. Ho was
howover, so In the hablt of fegbting

'Irlmlmlifn nod making mountalng of
molehiiles that bhe could not at first
glapes  sew uny spdden  pressnbinent

with a normnl viglon, He had no love
for Englishmen, and he did ke Armers
lenng, but he naturslly thought that
Holm's tulk of fighting Hamliton was
#uE ik own would have beon o o lke
cnme, talk und nothing mom, The fort
coilil not hold oot an hour, Le well
Knew Then what?  Ab be but oo
well ronllzed the result.

Reslvtnnee would inflame the English
sOldiers and tadden the Indinns, hen
would e n massncre, and the belts oi
savages woulll xag with hloody sealps
He shirngged his ahoulders aod  felt n
¢RIl ereep up s back,

The trat thing M. HRousstllon dld wans
lo see Father Boeret and take counsel of
bim; then he hureled BSome to dig »
great pit uidor bis Kidebhen floor in
whileh ho burled many bales of for,und
ull his most valuabile thlogs. e work-
od llke n glant beaver all night long.
Meantime Futher Beret went nbout
over the town gitietly potifying the o
hubitante to vomnin in (thelr honses an-
til after the fort should surrender,
which, lie was sare, would happen the
wext duy.

“You will be perfectly safe, my chil
drew,” he sald to ¢hem, “No harm can
com# to you if you follow my diree
tlons."

Relylng lmplicitly opoen hiwm, they
seropulously pbeyed In every partien
lar,

He did not think It necessary to eall
at Roussillon place, having already
given M. Roussillon the best advics he
could commund,

Just st the earbest break of duy,

while yet the gloom of night scarcely
felt the wun's upproach. a buge Dgure
made haste along the parmw streols in
the porthern part of the town, I any
person had been louking out thirongh
the Iittle holos called windows In those
pilent nud rayless hats it would have
been casy to recognize M. Rowsslllon by
hiw stature and Lin gaty, dimly outlined
as he was, - A thought which secmed 1o
bl an Inspiention of genius had taken
possosston of him and wus Jesading him
an if by (ho nose straight away 1o Ham-
Hon's Unes, He was freightod with ek
oqueney for ihe par of that eonininnder,
and as he strede along fucing the erisp
morning alr hir was rehenrdlng uoder
hia heeath, emphasizing bis periods In
trngle whilagre with swaeping gostures
apd Hboral facinl contortions. =0 alx
sorbid was Le In his oratories sodiboe
quy that he forgot doe wllitary precan
tan snd ean opliamgy Inin the face of A
anvage plekel guand. who. witlioul e
pectt for the great A, BousiHon's dig-
ulty, sprung up beforo bim sranted
eavernously. flourished 8 fou 1hinwk
and spoke I excelient and #xis pdingly
guttural Indisn

*Wah, surrender!’

It Is probalde that no man eVer Com

plied with a wodest regiy o In a more
doclle spirit than did M. Roussiijon
that  oceasion In fact, his

upon |
promptness wust ha ; .
for the savege grunted . approval ai
etralghtwny eondueted Bl o Ih.:n"i
ton's hegdguirters ob & Latiean in thy
river.

The ﬂ?["\'- l'ur:\‘.:lﬂrll’!vr‘ n hale man
of samly complesjaf nd j-l'ulsﬂhf}' un
der middip pge, was in 0o Very ploas
ant humor. Soine af Lia orders had
besn i isunderatonsl by the ool of his
Toddinn wllies, so rhat & prms e X
posury of his approw B hud bevn made
o the coemy. L

*Wall, sir, who dre you b xN!ﬂ,‘
"mlwll-nl when M. Houssillon 0o
before bl

“l uiy, Lnspan

Yigsvephes" was tl )
rl"c come to nnnounce to ¥oU ametally

that wy peopie greet youn N‘?;lt)' ;:;:
that uy town i froely at your l.r -
mand” e feit as pmpartant #s

statettenty had been (Foe

v hoen adurtrmble

1

{ Ronsillon, the uasyes
@ tofiy repty,

ALICE o OLD
VINCENNES

By | _MAURICE THOMPSON
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Ceelnii 0 Thate m oW oad A
Mr, Mayur, you have my eongratum-
tlons, bt | should profer seelug the
wilitary commander apd accepting hils
surrendder.  What seconnt can you glve
we of the Amerienn forces, thelr num
ber and condition 1

AL Roussflion winced, lowardly si
leasat, under Hamilion's very undefer
entlnl nlr and sple of addeess. It
plauwed him vroaelly to be treated ne a
person without the swlightest olaly to
respect.  He somehow forgot the roll-
ing aml rhythmio eloquence prepreed
for thoocmslon,

"The Amecican commander nntoral
Iy wonld not confide In me, M. le Gou
verneur; not st sll. . We are not very
frietdly. He ouvsted me {rom offlce,
he offendisd me™ He was coughing
and wtammer ing.

YObh, thunder! What do T eare? An-
swer my uestlons, sir!™  Wamilton
gruflly interrupted. “Tell me the nuwe
ber of Ametlenn troops at the fort,
wle

“I don’t know oxnotly.
had adoiittince to the fort, 1 might be
decelved as 1o pumbers, But they're
atron, | belleve, M, le [Gouverneur:
at loast they make a great show and
wuch nolse™

Hamilton ered the huge bulk before
him for & momont, then, turning to a
subnltern, salil

“Plivese this feliow utder gound and
oo that be deossn't get away, Soend
word homedintely to Captaln Faros
worth that i wish to see him at onee.™

The Interview therenpon chsod abe
ruptly. Hamilos's smissaries had giy-
en bim a detadled aceount of M, Rous
slllog’s share In subimitting Vincenues
to rebel dominlon, and he was nol in
the lenst {pelined toward treating bim
graclonsly

“1 would suggest 1o yon, M
vernewr, that wy officlal position de
mn s’ M. Roussillon twegan. Hat
e wis fasteusd dpon by two gunrds,
who rougldy bosthed bim aft aod
bound bim =0 rvigidiy that be could
peareely wove finger or toe,

Hamilton smiled coldip and turned
to glve some orders o a stalwirt, rod-
dy young ollicer who In a canoe hud
just rowed plongslde the batienu.

“Captaln Farnsworth,” he sald, ac
knowledging the milltary salute, “‘you
will take Ofty men and make evoery
thing ready for a reconbolssapes A the
direction of the fort, We will move
down the river Immedlately and choose

1 have not

v Gon-

4 place o land, Move lively! We bave
no time to fose*
In the meantime Boverley slipped

away from the fort and tmade o burried
enll upon Alice at Housslllon place.
There was it mueh they could say 1o
each other doring tho few momants st

ool Allee showed vory ltte
exeltemuent.  Heor past experiencs bad
fortitted her agulost the ninarms of

troutier life. But she understood and
purfeotly appreciated the simation

“What are you golng to do?” Bewver-
ey demnudad In shoer despalr. e wns
pot uhle to see noy gleam of bape out
of the Wackuess which bad fullen
arcund him and nto his seul

*What shall you do¥" he ropeen ted

Take the chauecs of war," she said,
spdling gravoly. It will all conue out
well, no douln.”

“1 bope so, but—but T fear pol”

Wis fave was gray with tmouble,
oHeln s detevwingd o Aght, aud that
means’—

“Goot ™ she loterrapted, with spirit
#1 am 5o glad of that, 1 wish 1 eould
go to help W, IF T were o man 'a
love to fight 1 think IUs Just deliglt-

Ml

“itt 1t ts reckless breavadoe It In
warss (it Mnollshinsse™ mid Bevorios
ot fovling her noed.  “What can [

pF Lhree 1en Uo sgninsl an oy
“ight o= (e IMke mwen,” shw ropdiod,
Ler whele cvinlenspos JMghting  up

“RBe hepole”

“We wili de tha!, of Coursd (LA
#o not fear death bt you- rog'—
Fls vulte ¢hodk ol Lilim

A gunahot rasg ol loar n lim

tapce, and he did not Bnish s iklng
L he

“Thut's probably the bes
It

uddm! In on malwenl. eviomd EE

houds 1o her. “oodby. | i Ty
o 1w fort omulliy
Whe drow o weath and 1rned

UL e

s wWhite that her ook sTrive him ke

g soddden wnd Band how e wtoxst for
w sl Lils £ rige at rull v by, (hen
“yy (il vlloe, 1 cannot, € it
wava yonl® Le vrled, Wis volce wirain
hrviking s iy
'IF'I':'_ made o .:IH' mavoment as IF
imhie biokd of * bands, bt In an lo
staiit she preppsd hack a poaoe and mald
“lhs fear aboul  une 1 ean 'ake
pnrie of myself. all wight. You'd
Baotter reinen 1o The fort as quickly as
you wvati, It ¥ MIT oUniry. Your ;hi;.
not the, Thl Foiy thigsl think of now
Kl foldes) Ly arma snd stood Dty
pn)..p‘\--: bofore i mil Bis Wiv Suisl Luis
felt such » rebukp o guye ber 8
1 vva

il steong ook 0
uf:’:u are phghl, Alew,” b vriod. and
b)) from the hotee 10 the fimrt

Bhe behl her righl sttitude for o Hetie
while after abe weard Mmoo sttt e
tromt gnie of the yard s rorcibly that
it hpoke lo pleces, then sbe gung het

mto a chatr. Jein cawme to ber put of
the next room. His gueer’ HHl face
was pale nnd plached, but his Jaw wan
#ot with the expresalon of one who has
:nuwu danger and oan meet It some

QW

“Ate they golug to scalp us™ Le half
whispered presently, with a shodder
Ing Hift of hils dlstorted shouldars.

Her face was buried tn ber hands,
and &be did oot answer. Chidilke be
turned from one question to another
Inconsequently,

“Where did Papa Roussilion go to?"
he nDext nguired. “Is be golng to
fight

8he shook ber head.

“They'll tear down the fort, svon't
they ¥

If she bhoard him she dld not make
any sign,

“They'll kI the captsin and lenten-
ant and get the fine flag that you set
#o high ou the fort, won't they, Alice?”

She lifted ber head and gave the
cowering hunchback soeh n stare that
ho sbut his eyes and put up & hand as
If afrald of ber. Then sbe lmpulsively
took Lls ltthe wisshapen form In her
armg and hugeed it passtonatoly, Her
bright balr fell all over him, almost
hiding him. Mme, Roussillon was Iy
g on & bed in an adjelining room
moaning dillgently, at Intervals hap-
dllog her rosary and repeating a pray-
o, The whole town wins silent out-
sl

“Why don't you go get the protty
fing down and bide It before they
come?" Jean wmurmured from within
the sllken meahes of Allce’s halr,

In his small mind the gaudy banner
was the most beautiful of all things,
Every day aince 1t was set up he had
gone to gare ut it ne It futtered ngalnee
the aky. The men had frequently sald
fn his presence that the enemy woukl
take It down If they enptured the fort,

Allee heard his ingquisitive voles, bat
it seemed to come from far off, IHis
words were a part of the strange, wild
swirl in her bosom. Beverioy's look an
bhe turmed and left ber pow ahook ey
ery chord of her being, e bad gone
to his death at bher command. How

.

|
L g\ \.'f'h
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“Wah, surrender!™

stroug and true sod brave be was! In
bor lmaginition she saw 1he fug above
him, saw him Me ke a panther at
bay, saw the gay rag soatched down
pud torn o shrsds by savage hunls,
It wus the trugedy of d single woment
ennoted io & tasiilight of anticipation.

Bhe releasod Jedn o snddeply* thiat
he foll to the Hour, Bhe remetubored
what shie hnd sald to Beverley on the
pight of the dange when they wers
ptanding unidir the Rog.

“You made ij aued set 1t up,™ e light
{r remarked. “You must see that no
ey ever gots possesslon of W, espe-
tlally the Eogliah "

“1' take I down and Lide it when
there's dangrr of thal.” she said in the,
sntue spdeit

And pow shin stood there, looking at
Jean without seelng bim, aml repestod
the words under her breath

“UH take it down uud hide .
sham't haye 10"

Mmne. Rousalilon begnn (o ¢all from
the other roum in a8 loud, complaining
volew, hut Alce gave no beed (o ber
querulous demands,

“Stay here, Jean, and take eare of
Mamma Rovesillon,” sl proseutly vald
to the hunthiback. 1 s pgolny out;
1*il be back soan, Den't you dam liave
the house while 'th goue I you
hoar?"

B d1d not waltl for his anewer, but,
soatoliing & boodlike furonp feom » pelf
ot he wall s pod il on and Lustily
left the house,

Down at the fort Mol and Devorley
were minking ready (o pesist Hamiiton's
Attaek, wideh, they knew, would nt Le
loag deferred, The two heavily charged
calmon ware planied wo as (o cover the
spmew 1o fropt of U gote, and some
loadid moskels were raoged pess by
ready for dee,

“Wa'll give thewn ooe good blast™
growled the caplain, "before they overr
power nal™
Hovirioy made po tesponse in words,
but by wes preparing i bt of tinder on
Lt end of a wilck with which to e the
canuon. Nol far away & little beap of
logs was burning [n the fort's area
The Jiritish offiver, alreandy monilonsd
un il e hend of the Hoe sdvancing di-
pgonally froin e river's hank hilted
s mots gt 0 Qlstance of 300 yards from
the fort swl wemed o be taking o de
liberately cnreful survey of whai was
befare bitim.

“Tat "o cowe & Mithe nearer, lienten-
ant.” sall Helw, his Jaw setting sl
ke # llon's. “When we sheot we want
to hiL”

He wiooped snd squinted along his
Fun.

“Wihen they get to that weedy spot
out yomder,” e sdded, “just opposite
the Mitle rise in the siver bunk, wo'll

They

hing,
armn wids, as if o clasp sndt

and ran o the door, it Bevetihvy Was
oot of wiwbt mmadam

“oumsln’ won't de no good.”

j W'e thie fushion” sald Oncle Jazon

turn loose on ‘em.~

Beveriar bad anmaesdiie st

mateh 1o sult bis FADCE AnA for prouss
bly the twentioth time jooked critionlly
1o the powder In the beveled touehhole
of his ol canvon. He and Helm were
faciug the oneiny, with thefr backs to
the wmnin sren of the stodkade, wifen
u well known vales attracted their at-
tention i the rear .

TANY roomi rfor a feller o' my alze In
this here erowtled place ™ 1t demanded
in & crackid hut cheerful tencr. Mm
kind o' wifetr breatly asunnin’ te git
tiore.

They tured about. 1t was Ouele
Jison, with bis long rifle on hiw shoul-
dor aod wearing a very hmportant ale,
He spoke in Englivh, nsing the backs
waods llogo with the ease of long proe
Hew,

YAs ' woomin® In Pom a-buntin® L
ek hotice ‘st somepin® was up, 1 soe
A lot o' bonts on the river an' some fel
lere wi' gung ssvootin’ around, so 1 Jes
alipped by e all wo' come in the back
way. They's plenty of ‘e, Twell oo
what! 1 ean't shoot much, but 1 tock
ome chative ot & uck Indinh out yan-
dor an’ Jox’ bappened to Ll 't In the
lelf aye.  He was one of the gang''st
sealped e down yander In Kalotnek

The greasy old sipnse lookiod as If he
had ool oen washed sinee he wan
barn,  Tle ylanced abant with furtive,
slilfty eyes snd grimaced and winked
aftur the winuner of an animal Just
wuking from n gy onp.

"Where's the roal of the Oghlera?
b detnannded gubeatcadly, lolling out his
tongue wd pegjdng past Heln so as to
get o ghupse of the English loe
“Where's yor gartlson? Have they all
gone o breakiny' ¥

The last gquestion set Helus off curs.
Ing and, Awearing In the most melo
dramptle rmge,

Opcle Jazon turned to Beverley and
Al in rapld French, “Surely the man's
not golug to fght those fellows yone
dert”

Beverley noddied mther gloomily.

"Well"™ sdded the old man, Angering
his rike's sioek and taking  anolher
ghapce throngh the gate, "I can't aboat
wo'th o cont, bein' sort o' nervous ke,
but I'll stun” by ye awhile Jes' for luck,
I might aceldentally. bit one o' "om."

When a man s truly brave himself
there v pothiug that touches him ke
an exhibition of absolutely unseliish
gnmenesa In another. A rush of aduml
eatlon for Oncle Jagon made Beverley
ol ke bugxing him v

Miesutimoe the young DBritish ofiooer
sbhowed o flag of trace nmd, with a e
of men, separated Lilmself from the
line, now stutlonary, and appronched
the stockade. Al a hundred yards he
halted the Qe and cnme on alone, way
Ing the white ciout, He boldly il
vanced lo within easy speaking <ls
taticn and abowuted:

. |
fortT™

“Well, you'll not. get It, young maunt"
roared Hoelm, hiw profanily wall mixed
In with the worda. “Not wlile thera's
noman of us lent™

“Ye'd belter use sof® soap on ‘lw,
eap'n,” suld Oncle Jazon in Eoglish.
While be
mpoka he rubbed the doughty oeaptain's
arm and then patted It genily.

Heliu, who was not balf ns exeited
AN he pretendid te be, knew that Gnole
Jaron's reiark waes the very esseuce
of wisdou, but e was not yet mady
for the diplomatic langusge whiloh the
ol trooper called "sorft soap.”

YAre you the Heitish sommandery”
he demundod,

»No," sphl the afMcer, "Lt | spak
for lim.*

*Not to me, sir. Tell your rommand
er that 1 will bear whal he has 1o sy
from his own mouth. No understeapper
will be recognised by me.™

That ended the conference, The
young olficer, evidently lodigoint,
strode Lack to his line, and an houor
Iater Hamilton hlmself demanded the
unoundittoual surcender of the fort and
garvison.

“Ewhe for W Hlelin stoemed Torth
“We arve solilieral™

Humilton liwld a coufub with his af-
Beers, while bls forces, under fover of
the town cabips, were deployiog so
a8 Lo forin 2 half cleele about the stook-
ade. Mome artillery appeared and was
planted directly opposite the gate, not
throe hndred yards distant Owue biast
of that battery would, as Helm well
Kuew, lovel o large part of the stoack-
wde

“H'poaln’ | hav' a cannon, oo, seoln’
“1
en't shiol miveh, but | mlght skeor
e, This lttle one ‘U do me"

He wet his ritie agninst the wall and
with Beverley's help ralled one of the
swivels alongside the guns alrendy io
position,

o & tew minuies Hamiiton retarsed
widher the whibts fag and shouted;

“Upen what terms will you susrens
By v

“All the honars of war,” Helm frmly
eeplied, “Ir's that or Gght, and 1 don't
wmre whivh,™

Hamiiton balt turned away, as if
done with the purley, thon facing the
et ugnln be mald:

“Vory wull, sir. Hauwl down your
g
flelin  wos  dumfounded st this

proupt arceptance of bis terms. o
Aead The Ineldent s upigue in bistory,
AR Hlamibion spoke he vory taturs

glanced np o where la banalers d°
e Jowsslllon wased brilliantly, Soine
ope wipod beside 11 on the dlapklsted
poof of the oM biockbouse snd was Bl
pendy taiking 1t From (s place. Hlis aid,
Captaly Furnseworth, saw thia, and the
vledon made Lis heart draw In 8 strong,
ot Soodd. It was x girl o shon akirts
and moergsins. with o fur bood an her
headl, her faoe, thrilllngly beantiful, set
pround with Hufls of wind blewn
wpown gold balr. Farveworth was (oo
young 1o be eritionl amd too ol to let
L% eyes diowlen him. Bvery detadl of
the Hoe skotely, with ltw stowd bioe back-
ground of sky, fsshod inte bis mind,
whe rm At ae o owiges lnvalaatsris e

domand  the surrender of this |,
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took off nis bat.

Alice had come In by way of the
postern,  8he mounted to the reaf uo-
obwerved and made her way to the
fag just at the moment when Helm,
giad at heart to nccept the easlest Wway
out of a tight place, asked Oncle Javen
to lover It

Wuation was plain the Instant whe
sustebed the sta® from its place, for
be, too recollected what she had ssid
At the river house, The memory and

it high and waved It onok,
deflantly tovward the

fSed down the ragged roof

it and disappeared. The

mained In Boverley's syes forever
erward The Engliah troops, thinking
that the flag was taken down in foken
of surrender, broke Into & wild tumnit
of ahouting,

Oncle Jazoo Intultively understood
Just what Allce was doing for be
knew her nature and ecould read her
face. His blood efMervenced In an ine
stant.

“Vive Zhorsh Vasinton] Vive la ban:
nlere A'Alice Roumsillan!™ he screamed,
waving his disreputable cap round his
menlpleas head. “Hureabh for George
Wanhington., Hurmah for Allce Rous-
sillon's Aag™

It was all over soon, Helm sur
rendered himself and Beverley
full bonors. As for Omele Jason,
disappeared at the eritical moment,
was vot Just to his mind to be »
oner of war, especially ander
conititlons, for Hamilton's Indlan
had sowe old warpath scores to
with him ‘dating back to the
when be and S8imon Kenton wete
rades In Kentucky,

When Allce smatched the banner
descended with it to the ground
ran awiltly ont through the postern,
she had once before done, and
along under cover of the low
swell which, terracelike, bounded the
fint “Dottom™ Innds southward of the
stockade. She kept on until she reach.

i
szifii

st%

iii}

i

%4

4

od n palnt opposite Pather Berot's hat,
to whils  she then rat, the u':.m
fug bruvely behind ber In wind,
her beart beating thae 1o

It was plainly a groat
ther Boret, who looked up
prayer when she rrisbed In,
startiing elatter, the losse punchoons
slmking toguther upder ber reckiess
feot.

“Oh, father, here it a1 Thide, it; hide
i, quick!*

Bhe throdt the fag toward him.

“They shall not have It] They aball
never bave 101"

He opeped wide hin shrewd, kindly
eywm, but Ald vot (airly comprebend ber
meaning.

She was panting, balf laughing, balf

dera.  Her face beamed triumphantly.
“They are tnking the tort." ahe bresth-
beanly added, again e fag upoo
bim. “They're guing in, but 1 got this
and ran awny with it Hide It, father)
Bide 1L, quick, quick, befoce they evine! |
The duriug Hght (e ber eyes, the
witching play of ber dimples, the mad-
cap air Intepsiied by ber attitude and

wethor.
ol

)
- S —
i srinn o
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the excitement of the vinlant ezercise |
Jusl ended, sowethliog compounded "t

priost  strangely. [nvolustarily bLe
grossed bimeelf, as if agalost & dunger

Hug and bide i, | wil youl Don't stay
thare ganing and bllaking. Here, guick!
They saw we take |t; (hey may be (ol
lowing me Hurry, bide it somewhere!”
He comprelionded pow, rising from
s ktives with & squesr amile broaden-
g on lis face. Bhe put the baunar In- |
fo bls Lawis wad gave bim & mﬂll

then, stoopling, B Wited & puncheon and
wiih it covored (b gay roll from sight.
Allce emught bl ln bher wrmns and
Riswed Ll vigorensly on he cheek.
Her warm lips wsde Ui apot tingle. |
Jrow't you dare ko it sny porsos
bave it!  [t's 1he Oag of Georgs Wank-
Hhe gave him & streng sjusese,

on
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