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AN INDEPENDENT DAILY
PAPER FOR THE PEOPLE.

Editorial Page of the Fournal.

DEVOTED TO THE DEVELOP.
MENT OF OERGON.

THE OREGONIAN'S CONSISTENCY.

In o leader this week on Oregon Republican poli-
ties in Multnomah county Mr, NBeott writes: “That
while Mr, Bimon himself is absent, his immediate ad-
herents arve forming a fusion ticket, whose object is
the defent of the Republican nominees for the legis-
Inture, and, incidentally of the Reponblican nominee
for governor.”

Will Mr, Beott plainly answer this question: s
not what you accuse Bimon of doing exactly what the
fuetion you are training with DID DO two years ngo,
and DID DEFEAT the Republican ticket in Mualtno
mah connty?  Who has changed front and made a
new allgnment, Seott or Simon?

Again Mr, Seott says: “They (the Republican
purty Will not be inelined to favor the ase of federal
patronnge to strengthen the hands of o man who is
fighting the Republican ticket,”  Then why did the
holters of two yeurs ago, and this year, have all the
federal office-holders on their side, amd now make
Postmmster Croasman’s deputy, Juck Matthews, their
stite chairman, with Colleetor Patterson and every
federal office-holder in Oregon the main push, and the
whole thing? It i very consistent fo charge Mr
Nimon with doing exaetly what the Beott-Fulton fae
itom are doing.

In place of his duily editorial eluoogizing the fue-
tion he now runs with, a few years age Mr, Beott was
daily writing editorinls denouneing the fuction.  Here
are extracis from his editorinls of June, 1898 “The
Mitehell-Republiean ticket stands only for Mitehell, Tt
does not stand for the principles and purposes of the
Republican party. * * * It ix a desperate combinn-
tion, without seruple or principle.”  All the leaders of
that unscrupulous combination are today the leaders,
and some of them nominees, of the faction, Mr, Reott
eulogizes as the only sound Republicans,

In the same editorial of 1808 he suvs: “The chief
strength of their machine lies in their common and
joint ability to work up a great vote among the irre-
sponsible, vicious, semi-criminal and eriminal elnssos,
The effort is to make majorities enongh inthe precinets
of vile resort in the eity to overcome the votes of repn-
tuble eitizens in other parts.”  The man who was able
to handle the above elements is now made Republican
state chairman, and Seott, with hig assistancee, was
ahle to dictate the nomination for governor,

Iu the same paper, a few years ago, is this item:
“The chief xpokesmen of the Mitehell party are W, T,
Hume and Dan J. Malarkey.  These men arve that
party’s orntors and oracles. They are its men of judg-
ment and choracter.  What must the party be whose
leaders are Hume and Malarkey? What, asks Pope,
must the priest he where the monkey is o god?  What
must. the party be whose heads are Hume nnd Ma
larkey 7" 1t will be recnlled that Hume was the nomi-
nee against Bimon, and Malarkey ix now on the ticket
that Seott ix supporting.  Reott is not only making a
monkey of himself in this eampaign, hat is teying to
simianize and gorvillnize the whole Republican party
by making gods of men ke Matthews and Malorkey?

My, Reott's somersanlis and inconsistencios have
hecome the most laughable, and at the saome time the
most serions phase of Oregon polities,  The faction he
was with until o few months ngo, as well as the rest of
the Republican party, and all other parties, must hold
such performances in supreme contempt, They must
Behold with horror what such an inversion of ithe very
worh of Oregon Republicanism must lead to,

A he condemned and denounced as ansonnd and
dangerons Lo the public welfare for many years, with
great ability and perfect consistency, he now eulogizes
as safe and sound Republicanism, and wants to pat it
into power in every department of onre public alfairs,
He thas stands selleconvieted as o false mentor, and
seeks to make his venders swallow all that he himself
has bolted to get in with what he conceives to he the
popular political swim, awd for his own selfaggrean
dizement tramples under foot the very men who have
fought his battles and saved him from the pernicions
purposes of those he has now got into hed with,

Hix charnctor is best illustrated in his editorial
utterance the day after Governor Geer vetssd the
Portlund charter, when he sadd that veto had saved the
tuxpayers of Multnomah county from  the conke
quences of their own folly,  Yet for that veto, en-
dorsed by the Oregonian, Beott joins hands with a fae
tion he has always denounesd to freeze Governor Geer
oul of & Republican state convention,  Consistency.
thy name ix (nit) Harvey Seott.

CITIZENE'  MOVEMENT IN  CLACKAMAS
COUNTY,

With the highest county tax in the state,, with u
debt rapidly monnting up into the hundreds of thou
sands, with current expenses nearly double what it is
in Marion connty, the Citizens’ ticket shonhl win,

While Benator Porter, the Repablican sditor and
paee-maker for Geo, O, Brownell, has dropped out of
polities sinee he was defeated  for state  printer,
Brownell i making the fght of his Hfe to be retnrnsl.

While Brownell is not vesponsible for all the bad
work done by the Clackamax politicians, amd is the
champion of some good luws, hix whole influence is
eust on the side of the grafters and works ovil at
wholesale. Brownell prefers the chairmanship  of
rallronds to uny ofee on earth,

The opposition parties have all Taid down amd pat
up o Cltizeny” ticket, and thelr convention was one of
the largest ever held in Clackamas connty. 1t was
composed of Democrats, Populists and Repubilicans,
amd represented every recaleitrant element in the
county, A full county ticket was nominnted, and will
be known as the Cltigens’ ticket, Tt s the outeome of
a movement to fase all clements dissatistied with Res
puldican rule and Senntor Brownell,

The Democrats were the leaders in the fusion
movement, and have the largest following, but they
did not receive the majority of the offiess.  The hoad
of the ticket, George W, Grace, is a business man of
Oregon City, who was electsd sheriff sis yoars ago in
the Populist landslide.  He is a good man, and has @
wide segquaintance all over the county, that almost
ensures his eloction. He is a brother of ex-Reprosenta:
tive Grace, of Baker county,

Elmer Dixon, who was nominated for connty
Judge, was twice clected county clerk as a Populist,
and s at nt & deputy in the clerk’s office, County
Clerk E. H. Cooper was renominated.  He ix a I'n||nl-
list, an ds also Treasuror A. Luelling, whe recelved a
renomination.

mmuw Gilbert L. Hedges, who (wo years
ngo Charles Toole for election to the state

legislature, was a candidate for the nomination of
state senator against Mr. Grace.  He received 108
votes and Grace got 167, Hedges was then given a
place on the representative ticket, which was nomi-
natedd by acelamation.  The other two legislative can-
didates, O W, Eastham and Charvles 1, Clark, are
Republicans.

BENEFITEOF DIRECT LEGISLATION.

In Oregon the people will have an opportunity to
vole on the divect legislation amendment to the consti-
fution, allowing the people an opportanity to adopt or
reject the initintive and referendum.  Thix proposed
innovation is very simple, giving the legislature power
to refer any law to the people, to take efect only if it
imapproved hy a majority vote, Tt also leaves with the
Jegisluture power to declare that g law for the immedi-
wte preservition of the publie peace, health and safety
shall take effect the day it is passed,  This woukd in-
clude the general appropriation bill, saluvies of publie
officers, and similar fixed charges of government. Any
ofher law, including practically all special appropria-
thons, must be referred to the people, when it is d
manded by five per cent. of the legal voters (which
would be about 4500 signers in Ovegony, if the peti
tion is filed within ninety days after the last day of
the legislature, A petition for the referendum cannot
het for more than one law, A separite petition is nee
essary for each law on which a vote of the people is
demauded,

Any proposed law must be submitted (o the peo.
ple independent of the legislature and the governor, if
it ispetitioned for by cight pereent of the voters, which
wonld requive about 7000 signatures in Oregon. This
petition must be filed with the seeretary of stafe not
legs than fonr months before the general election at
whieh it is to be voted on. This is the initiative,

Oregon i thus a long step in advanee of many
other states in the Union by having reached the stage
when the people can vote on this important question,
wnd there is good reason to believe that the amemnd-
ment will earry,  The Capital News favors the divect
wmode of legislation, heenuse it hrings the government
down to the people, and takes it out of the hands of
the tricksters and schemers,  Big, useless appropreia
tions by a corapt legislature and viclons Laws enaeted
comtrary to the wishes of the people would e ahol
ished by the supreme mandate of the batlot-hox, under
the provisions of the referendum, and we would have
the purest of democracies after the fashion of the New
England township plan more than anything else. The
initiantive we do not beliove i so important in any re
speet as the referendum, bhut there are advantages to
be derived from it that are well worthy of considera
tion,  As one advoeate says:

“Phe principal wse of the initintive i to allow a
hearing before the people to the agitators wud advo-
cates of new ddeas in government, amwd thus do away
with the excuse for new politieal partios. 1t isa cheap
and convenient method for testing the popularity and
growth of alleged reforms, The expense to the publie
treasury, if the wmendment is adopted, will be hat o
trifle—only the cost of Pritning the questions on the
offiein] ballots,  No special eleetion enn be lud nnless
orderad by the legislature, The whole expense of get
ting np the petition falls on the signers, the peablic
Freasury pavs none of i1

We sincerely hope that Tdaho's next lTegislature
will consider this matter of divect legishivtion and take
the fiest step tending towards ity submission to the
people for approval or rejection. The worst act of
the last gession was thiat in which enongh Democrats
joined with the Republivans to defeat the pending bill
looking to this consummation. o Ovegon every polil
ienl party before the people has endorsed the ldea of
submitting the question to a popilar vote,, aml the
opoosition in Idaho's legislatire wias uncalled for il
without s sensible exense.—RBoise, Ldaho, Capital
News

WHICH I8 SIMON'S GREATEST FAULT?

For the sake of getting at the matier in a manner
that the people ean understand, The dJourml desires
to unk the Oregonian to point ot two things,  Fiest,
where has Bimon gone greatly wreong in his supporl
of or opposition to publiv measures coming Iwefore the
Nenate gsincee he has been o member of that hody? Thau
will hive something to do with determining whether
he ix o osafe public servant. Secondly, in what manner
i he any worse as o politien] manipulator in local pol-
ities than the Oregonian has on o thousand i
erent oceasions asserted every wember of the present
“Federal Brigade™ to be, ineluding “Jack™ Mathews
and Tke Pattersou.  Old, and oven comparatively new
files of the Oregonian  make “wighty  nterestin
rendin’ 7 as to the political corraption which has heen
sl to be the daily subsistence of those with whem
Harvey at present consorts with the greatost pleasure,
There Is probably not in the entive state o single old
time peader and admirer of the Oregoninn who has net
had his esteem for that paper greatly lowersd by its
abject Hop, which has made it the intimate associate of
the very men whom it bas so vnmereitully voasted for
veurs as the rounders in local polities of the “eriminal
and semi-eriminal elasses™ for corrupt amd  illegal
PR POses,

Gireant paper, the Oregondan, o these Latter days,

WILLIAMSBON FORR CONGHRIERS,

SNewt™ Williamson, as he bs called at his howe in
Eustern Ovegon, i purely & man of the people.  His
residence s at Prineville, and he has for o nomber of
yvoerrs boen engaged i the sheep business and in stock
rdsing.  To see him in his howme tow g or on his ranch

one worlld never take the new congressional nomines

for u political aspivant.  In the town he mingles with
the “hoys” being often seen with groups of them on
the street corners, and ix the most contmon Tooking
ane of them all in dress.  He generally wears a patr
of overalls and a broad-rimmed hat of the sombrero
pattern, and has g natural Kihnd word for every one he
meets.  He is not of the steipe who go in this attive for
effect, hut it is natural.  Mre. Willlnson has spent his
life that way, and he thinks nothing of meeting promi
nent wen who visit Prineville in his overalls,  On his
ranch it is the same way,  He can lusso o hroncho or
shear or buteher a sheep as guickly as any vmploye on
his ranch, and he is not hackward in taking hold when
it comes to mannal labor of any kind.  Seill, when one
looks into the eyes of J. N, Williamson and sees the
spark of intellect there, together with o classie, clean-
shaven face and a voice l-l-ﬂlllﬂu_\' eloduent and plww-
ing, he seos in the man more than a politician.  He is
an American statesman. —Astorian.

REVOLUTION NEEDED IN THE BTATE PRINT-
ING OFFICE.

Tur Jovrrsan has printed facts from the records
foshow what o great graft the state printing office has
hecome on the people of the state,  These facts from
the records, as puliligled over and over, and seattersd
all over the state for the past six months, have never
been ealled in gquestion, as to the lnw or the facts as
printed in detail,

There are thousands of people o the state who
think the state owns the state printing plaot, and that
the people elect aiwd own the state printer,  But that
ol the cose, The state printing plant is owned by
ex-State Printer 1O Baker, who owns all the presses
and the types ad leases the same to whoever is electul
state printer on any terms they ean agree upon. These
rentals have paid as high a8 25 per cent., and it is esti-
mated by some inoa position to know that out of the
total appropriations for the state printing office for
tome years the owner of the plant has received $30,000
tor 840,000, We do not state this nx o fact, bot it is
stattedd by persons in a pogition to know,

As only whitewashing investigations have ween
conducted by the legislature for the past (wenty years
of the stite printing and other departments of the
stite house; the veal faets may never e known.,  The
great fact is that the plant belongs not to the state noy
to the state printer, b to a politician who is inter-
estedd in wwelling the grafi.  This graft should e
hraken and not continued for the four vears.

Without saying a word against the Republican
nomwinee, Mr. Whitney, of Albany, the guestion ean
fuirly be asked what ave the chances of hreaking the
stitte printing graft, if he is elected, Repablicans and
Democrats have introdoeed hills into the legislature
for the past ten years to change the laws, bt all of-
forts have failed,  An attempt was made in the last
legislature to pass a hill regulating the compensation
of the printer, and veducing the snormous fees il
profits of the office, Bat Republican candidates for
printer interfered, Killad the Bill and got o constitin:
tional amendment passed, knowing that such amend
ments are all rejected by the peoples 8o all efforts
have failed to retrench in this office, while a state
Illilﬂill,‘.! |ll|th.\' wirks u|u*ll|.\ in Ilml!'lll' CVery NOSS O]
to swell the volume of work done #@t stiate expense,
Mre, Whitney, if elected, will not be able to put in o
]IIIIIII. aund will e l’n]ll]n-“ml to lease of Mr. Baker,
i all influences will be set o work to swell the
profifts of the ofiee to yet greater dimensions,

The way Whitney was nominated ought to con
vinee anyone that a new graft whil be started. On the
first ballot there was no nomination mude in the Re
publican state convention,  Then Jack Matthews as
sembled his 67 delegates in the rear of the convention
hadly and the word was passed, and at the next ballot,
it s said by those who were in elose toueh with the
contest that 67 ballots went into the hat from Jack's
lstnds in o buneh, and My, Whitney, of the Albany
Hevald, was nominated, Tt is also stated that the deal
to give it to Whitney was made by W, I, Keady amd
Jack Matthews, and they arve to get $35000 apiece ani
of the offiee, bt for this we cannot voueh, exeept (hat
I comes feome a sonree in their conneils,

No the office, if Mr. Whitney is elected, will he
held up for all there is in it by Mre. Baker for the ase
of his pliant and by Matthews and Keady for deliver
ing the goods that nominated Me, Whitney,  And this
is nothing especially against Mr, Whitney, becanse
any other candidate before that convention wonld
have stood up and mortgaged in the sawme way if pos
sibles Tt cost a lavge sack of money to carey Multno
nuth connty for the Matthews slates, and that money
must be made back, and in no way can it come so
quickly as through the state printer, as that ofMice ix
now conducted. The proposition before the people of
this state ix simply will they put Mre. Whitney where
he will he held up by Baker and Keady and Matthows?

Is there any way to get the enormous burden of
this extravaganee thrown off the shoulders of the tax
payers?  Notaf you olect My, Whituey. 1 the people
clect Mr, Whitney on June 20, et them do it with
their exyes open, and knowing that therve is no possibil
ity of breakiog up this graft, but that the state print
g pushe will be installed for four vears more, and will
be inervased. The push in that office will have Heense
toinerease their graft and pay their convention
pledges ont of the public treasury,

Without entering into the merits of the eamli-
daey of Mo Whitney or Mr, Godfrey, the Democritic
neninee, from the standpoint of organized nhor, what
is the true interest of Union labor in the state prind
ing office?  Coneeding that union lahor is e ployed
nt present in the state printing oMee, the abor |l||i.u||h
lave no interest in the gralts of politicians. have no
interest inoa state printer making from $10.000 10
S50 a0 vear, bave no interest in Me Baker making
a rental sulicient to buy & new plant Yery two vers,
have no interest inoa rakeolf for Jack Matthews il
W IS eady, 0 sueh be the fact. The only divect in
tevest the labor unions hiave i this matter is that the
Flllml’ acinally entering into st printing and hind
ing shall bhe done at the vodon scale of wiiges, amd by
union labor, which ix not the case on all the work n..\“-
done at the state printing office. 10 is well known that
now the printing office at the state honse cannot do all
the work when there is a rush, aud that eyvery jols offiee
in Balem is emploved 1o print hills and other work
during the sessions of the legishiture, aml none of
thisse offees have boen noder winion seale, Wit th
present plant the work can never all |
ritles,

IFrom the standpoint of 1he union lahor of this
slgptes, there should e one of fwa thing .

e done at nulan

. *dlone withy the
stite printing offiee; the state should own and o

il the plant, or it shonld be pot ont of the state
aml the work dowe by union lalwr in
|Ilili|illﬂ offices, the spme as any other lar
iton has it done.  The present system is a
hetween political hoodlers and the state freasnes i
which the state ad nnion libor get the worst of '” ;
bargain,  The state foraishes room, fiel, Jigl n.‘.“.
and jamitorship for a private plant that pays o .
and in veturn the state printing costs lln-. St
for labor, but for the offivial graft fram I\\...h, . .*r r.
s what it should comt.  The Ohrasiinse b "I ™
e gt only tit'llill.‘tl"\ Wilpes ; pr
‘H-flh\t‘lillll Hos L e ]nl!|||. T s LT 1l I ivate ey
printing offoe woere theow i ant of 1l stite house. that
badldhing woukd be far woro safe from five. from ._" 'I"
sions, froms baving the building shaker to pieces P .:
there would be severul lurge volmercial Joh Ill"i;l:li::".
-
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offiices at Balem and Portland doing the state work,
These commercial ofices would pay rent, wounld pay
taxes, would employ union labor at good wages, all
the year round, and the state printer would do his
work for a flat salary, and no geafts for the boodlers,

[Undder all these cirenmstanees the thing for the
people to do, if they want reform, is to defoat the Re-
publican candidnte, Mr. Whitwey, 1t is true he is
rnnning on a flat salary platform, bt that platform
is qualified, and the constitutional provigion will he
relied on to not have the law pussed by the legisinture
apply to his office.  In the case of that office the con.
stitution says the legislature shall fix his compensa-
tion, but it shall not be raised or lowered duving his
teri of office,

If voters of Oregon want to break the political
gralt on the state printing office they vhould vote for
Jas, Guodfrey, the Democratie nominee, who stands on
g tlat salarvy platform, without qual*tications, who
will take any fair salarvy the legiglature will give him,
ol ix not tied up with Mre. Baker or Jack Matthews
or Mo Kendy, or any other Republican manuager,

My, Godfrey will aceept the office on these terins,
and the legislature shonld pass o law at the same time
it puts throngh a salary hill to require that all state
printing should be done at union offices, and at nnion
seale prices for lubor,  That would protect ovganized
labor and break up the present corrmpt system of
managing the state printing. 1t is up to labor organi-
zations to size up this matter, and do what is vight hy
the taxpayers and hy union labor.

What then is the reform needed in the state
printing ofMece?

Ist. The defeat of My Whituewy, the Republican
nominee, to break the political graft that got him the
ot ron,

. Tw eleet Mr. Godfrey, who is a U nion
privter, aud aeho was wominated froe from any polits
ieal pudl that is apposed to veform,

dd. The vemorval of a private printing plant
froom the state house, and et all state work be done in
the apen market,

pthe  Pass a lawe that all state coork shatl be oo
al anion printing offices, at the wnion seale of pages,

dth,  Put the state printer on a salary of $2500
i year, and harve hix offfee din the state hooase, as the
lie reguires,

If this program is earvied into effeet,and it can
he done by framing and passing a single bill through
the Tegislature, the state will pay about $12,000 to
S15,000 g vear for lnbor, as it does now, but it will not
he paying that amount and twice that amount an-
nually to politicians in excessive salarvies and grafis

OrT OF POLITICS,

The proprietor of this paper is now out of poli-
ties, and any wan should not mix in polities if he is
going 1o run a newspaper,  As long asx 4 newspaper
man holds an office he is constrnined to frequently
tke o stoud against hix judgment, 8o long as he is
amember of the oMeial fammily he is in honor bound to
stund by their acts. I he is free from any political
obligations he s also free to say and do those things
that hix politieal judgment dictates should be done, In
other words, when he is out of polities there are no
strings on hiv, and he ean advoeate those men and
measires that will tend to the hest advancement of the
connty and state, without any political obligations to
lamper him—Oregon City Enterprise,

Editor Porter, of the Enterprise was a candidate
before the Republican convention for state printer.
We congratulate kim on the position he has taken, As
we have said time and againg, no wman can make a sue-
cess ol the newspaper business who is continnally in
polities up to his eves on his own acconnt, The minute
i jonrnalist enters the politieal arena with the hope
of preferment he saerifices his independence as an edi-
e IF things go wrong in the party he is not at lih
eriy o eritivise and help correct it The faet is Ore
gon has too many political journalists in both parties
for the good of either, If a newspaper publisher wants
t maintain the highest degree of public vquifidence he
st forega political axpirations. He is then in a posi-
ton o make his paper a free lanee and a power for
good, not only in hix own party, but amongst all class:
s Of thinking people, irrespective of their politieal
complexion.—Engene Register,

RYETEMATIC . PLUNDER  IN  TRANSPORT
SERVICE.

The oficial investigation of the transport service
between San Franeiseo and the Philippines shows it
hits been the souree of much plunder to patriotic e
perinlists.  Every bhoodler who has fattened at the
HOVernment cost on aceonnt of that serviee is, of
course, an imperialist, aud likewise patrietic,

l'i-rluum_flw workt of the numerons robhberies of
the treasary in this kind, was that involved in the pur-
chase of the transport Meade for $400,000, The craft
at that time was old, and the enormous sum of $380,-
) T sinee been spent on her for repairs.

Compared with this colossal swindle the expendi-
TEe of $U295 for disinfectants, during five trips of the
Il.iln:l‘ull'l Thomas, seems a mere hagatelle.

Phe preference giveny special irms in the purchase
of supplies for the trausports appears the more fla-
EEART I view of the fact that these concerns flecced the
woverent by eharging double the market price,

Fhe excuses are made that the high prices and
CaTravigant onthiys were due to the need of haste at
the onthreak of the w ar, lack of wdequate superyision,
ek of method, ote.  But there seems to have heen
Plenty of method in the prices charged by the contrac
s, il in the bargains driven by the shipowners
who sold old rotten hnlks to the gu\fcil'mm'lll ut lllllllllt
anddeliver prices,
kml:\ ;'r. IS Ereat apportunity to boodlers of all

Wis, by w I!uh they are not slow to profit,

It i sald the transport service is “bhetter now,”
anl -"u"l'llll‘l_l|:l‘ !I!i'h‘ has been room for I provement.
. r“]’""_ l';;_“l"fl'fﬁ- whe, according to Funston, are not
. voselbrovernment, should he highly edified by
stindying these oficial reports of good government in
this paternal counteyv.
Wres Iu:l:n\:\ ]“r Pertinent to ask whether the disclos
wercantile .‘?r -.Il'j“f' - hu\"v given u great shock to
e cles in San Pranciseo, or, on the other

» Ve Deen grveted with a broad grin of selfwat-

isfuetio , \
“’:‘ ::;;' . The plundercrs are likely (o hold on to the




