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. Wlien tho Army of Iho Potomac started

on the Wlldernoss campaign hi the spring
of 1864, thoro wns a liasty rally of watter-e- d

commands, and men ot all ranks and
stations who wen- - ou furloughs, detached
serviceand fhollko turned from their torn
porary occupations or pastimes, as do bor-

der settlers in tinio of Indian idarm, and
rushed to tho field of danger. I reached the
Wlldtenoss battleground after an air line
run to WashlnKton nml a forced march
across Virginia, and tlwl, too, without an
ounce of personal hnggng without mon-
ey', with nothing but a soldier' regulation
equipment and a pcribblcr's inevitable
portfolio. I was a veteran campaigner, and
after that fight the myriad dead whose
dumb, cold forms would never again utter
lave message reminded me that the dear.
snen left behind im would anxiously await
tiding by every northern mall A volun-
teer soon learned that patriot fire must be
fedbydear Jiomotina, that in order to fight
vrell tho soldier must love well, and no

inoihccnnd suitor and cousin and sweet -

heart must share the warrior's thought
aud'affectloh. I wrote tho tisual homo let-

ters and hastily put on stamps, Mtingtho
cthor remain no that I might usopvery sec-

ond of time before tho lig would close.
When thecal! sounded and the mail courier
was gathering his burden, I added "just
another word," closed it and reached for a
(.tamp, but found nothing but a fragment
of a 8 cent Issue. "Has any ono a Hparo
stamp?" I calloil out. Tho answer from all
over camp by mocking laughs and catcalls
told mo that I had echoed a query already
ancient

In my absorption Iliad been oblivious of
the stamp famine raging around me The
agents of the friindly commission" who
ttfimi'tlmes forward army letters were not
at hand, no I scribbled ncro-- i tho edge of
the envclojic, "A noldlcr battlefield letter
to his sweetheart; nu istamp, and IiwmiI
H Into Hie mail Img, returning the torn
.Tump to my jtortfolio quite carelessly. 1'or

n fact tho kindly eiiuntcmiticcof tho Father
of His Country scorned (o smile on me
from that, stump n. 1 glanced at It. I

tome of the storhs of tho young
Jlrltish lieutenant and hit amatory ardor
until I fancied lie wan my friend whisper-
ing to me each tint that 1 thought about
my wandering niii-lv- e "It-- Is all right,
my boy; that Wilderness letter Ui going
to I.ucy " tho whi,r would hv. Wrwent

into battle after battle, and our marching
snd fighting postponed all letter writing.
We shouldorcd our way to Richmond, and
1 was one of the 10,000 who crawled away
from Cold Hartxir, maimed and bleeding,
with a stinging hurt to carry for life. Wo
we.ru soon co rnuto tu Washington, apd the
riverand railway conveyances were weight-
ed with crushed and groaning humanity.

About threw days aftir I left the Held 1

received from the wmitiiry poupn twij.Uo-to- n

cracker ami n gill of milk punch.
When 1 suw WasJilngtou at tho end of a
week, I was burning aud thirsting and
longing madly for something to cool the
fever of lip and head and coursing veins.
All altout the wharfs where our steamer
lut In there were hucksters of every sort of
rcppUlvo trash pies, btack cakes, fatsoak-- d

doughnuts juht tho sights to derange
Xtlll more the famished stomach and unfit
itfor tho coarse hospital faro which was
now to follow. When we. "toadied the new
diet, it was rough, raw and tasteless and in
every way unsulted to the palates of suffer-
ing nen. Enaly, wlth,p, two pr three
dayawo wore put on board box freight
ara pa bare floors and hauled, with much

Joltltlg and spasrnodlo shakings, to Haiti- -

Tbfi arrival of a nnwdytaebmont of man
from S the front attracted thp basket ped-
dlers of th.0 streets., and thcT,qulckly ror-ottnd-

the-- parses, ground, crying out
ttetir (took with a gUp'n that m ex- -

"BJU AWT GXR X SMS KAMPf "
tetmely tantalising, "Nc, fresh oranges,
tea for a quarter Hi Ju stolaalwarrio wlU

n a, cenlj eguld rojyj jjwt, but the muMo-- 1

throat of on young gbr) la the crow
had a, decided charm. T&Mrfi WM ft, Sal
ft) tba u br all who .were U l JM

crutencs, altlioitgn there was not a flliue
In the entire party. r. - -

Some ono railed out, ".Do you tnko
stamps" Of course the answer was
"Yes" as soon jja the money ponlo wa
known to tho hawkers. Sorao of tho live-

liest of tho crippled ones thon hustled Into
tho liarrack. and one br ono they returned
and counted out their last fiscal symbols
and sat down on the grass to enjoy their
fruit. Thoso who could not join certainly
felt no better for looking on. Among tho
latter was n famishing lad whose wits bad
been turned by his suffering, and when ho
sow some of the men eating orangos be
readied out and MfpiI one from a basket
and began to devour it, and that without
question or bargain or pay Tho girl with,
tlie musical throat looked startled at tho
bold act, but noon smiled and continued
her cry, "Nice frcdi oranges'" Hut the
girl was only a helper of the real owner,
.ml now a swarthy, hard looking Hun
iepned forward and held his hand out to
gtt the proceeds of Urn sales. He counted
the money Fnd then the omngew In the
hands of th" men, and as he saw there wns
. difference he demanded something from
th girl in n jargon we could not inter-
pret The girl began to weep, and just
then the famished boy, unconscious of ev
erything but his desperate craving for
food, readied for another orange. Jio ro- -

cured ono, but tho old Hun grabbed the
uasKut, guvu uiL-- gin n ruugji mmiimuk, uu
thon, after placing bis goods beyond roach
of tho soldiers, returned and attacked tho
boy. Tho lad was too weak to stand, but
ho clung to his prise, and tho brutal bawk-o- r

wrung tho slender wrists to mako him
let go.

Thoro were somo strong, cool men there
who could not onduro this sight, and

I could seo just how tho moleo opened
the FoMlcrs hud raided tho whole jiack of
gypsy peddlers and gathered up every scrap
of edibles, overturning tho liaskotH and
beating off tho owners, foiiio of whom
fought I iko boasts. 1 could never seo any I

plory in tho black eyes and bruWes of a
rnmnion brawl, no matter what tho occa-
sion, nnd was only n sad spectator hero.
At tho beginning of all this business I had
takon a parcel of keepsakes from my pock- - '

ct, and, just to mako suro for tho twen- -

ticth time that I had no current values
about me, ran over the pile carefully. The
torn stamp was in the lot and caught my
attention, and, with a flood of memories, it
boro my thought away from tho present
scene. First, Lucy's lettor and what was
tho Uilnklng now of me. There were two
heads bending oer It now, for a wounded
comrade stood mi close that he could look
Into niy hand and wa studying minis U

tent I v as I studied the stamp. What hta
thoughts were 1 ncer knew, but they were
equally distracting with mine, for wc two
had not yielded to t ho passionate drift of
the crowd, anil when these iiroko out upon
jieddlcrs we alone vcn cool. We lnlnly
begged thejn to stop, but their slogan wa
unans-vvenibl- lu words.

"Pawn with the foreigner-- ! They have
no Hgiit tienM c don't light just to keep
up tho country for theiul"

The men wem mad, and tlie rago iuiit
work itself out. More: than tine ivullv
wounded man Ivud his hurt opened afresh
In the rough and tumble encounter, and
all of them retired shamefaced from their
ignublc triumph.

I snlxl to my strangu mate as I held mil,
the torn stamp, "Had this been good I
would hava paid for the boy's orange and
prevented this trouble." Tears were in
his eyes, nnd I saw that he was a man of
nomlbUltlcH. He turned away, and thu
figures on bis cap, vrdli-.i- i 1 hod not noticed
befun, gleamed In the sunsliino, aud at
oner brapded lhemelc! ujion my vision

"Hand Vt'W."
I left the bccou with luy companion, and,

the quicker to drop thu unplmsant affair
from mind, proposed that wo two exchange
one of pur crushes- - Hnch tJilngs tiro relics,
an4 minu had eiunu frpni Washington's
old home, Whilo Iloumr, Va., and my ac-

quaintance's from Winchester, In the vol-le-

We ' 'hum, and were both suited,
bpt ho had carved 4Ui very neatly with sev-

eral dctigna and with his full name in old
Englltl HJunh Fpnplngton." This, too,
woq tmnfferred iuyst.icaly to a place In
niy ntetnocy and ptood out boldly beside
thoso characters I hod seen on hla pap, so
that thcilogund now flxod tbero was, "Jo-sop- h

Eepnlngton, MSnd Vols." That
evening my furlough reached me, nnd I
was on rpute foe my homo In the Empire
State, before midnight

My first act upon, reaching an abiding
place wm to write to Lucy In New Kna- -

iandr aqd then t bcgari to count the houra
xxui) jiine for ropiy. lioya went pj ana
tnfl PQ WP6 ?'. flW camp. 4. second
letter waa written tq eplan tho Wilder-ne- w

caw and, my 4mbHftr to dlspatf.h an-otb-

until 1 rwchpl honr. A, 11 thU vim
to $q.p4rct, aqd pa?lj gowdp rcoabed me
in a rpun'dflbput way thf. Lucy bad taken
up with. a. dabbing' joungfeJIqw, on

wan bad sent a subtHnto to
tflflgfcltoWattpad. Theaeqneltq

tblf goattp came. jut before I lpft home
! f9? thjj front. !fnl? wa packa

of letters returned raj gjawlpg camp lat-

ter, of fjMg. Ac be first to meet my
sight, Intentionally ao, waa the Wilderness
letter, with a heavy line traced about my
neenloua and ingenuous frank, thus:

a tKiMHMi - nvriUiihM :

' IJKTTCS 'HU II" MH3CHBAlrT. :
,t f

Liicv aimid 4o lie rivkomd In the New
KnglKtid' ohlc of Van- - le Vnv, 41ml a ro-

mantic impttl-- e t 'n the treuoherouK
field of death found no vulnerable plait) In

her armor of pmprietj I wasetinfuseil, to

state it mildl iilimwt but when
tho field of war wn n m IhiI again devotion
fniliiifliflitln., ufTi ntl a iiimkI antidote, and
tho exollllig w..rk hied followed iielpcd to

turn tlirtt affect 11 inn- -t fnnn an
objivt k iinwurth)

In thifcgn.il iiiiign eaiue tho ellniax
of ini.-rv- t miM-rnii- i ihit stamp. It bud

with wimotliing ofmm come 14. prinl
that 1 er.ual iier.il imi wcgive to charms
A w. k tiefnr. ltielimond and Petersburg
fell into the I ni"ii hands I was aroused
from i steep nn the mitpost Irtvouae in front
of the latter 1 ity b a rotigli shaking and
felt myself hurried off by foree tivrd
Lee's lines. Our men had lieen siiriirispl.
It was vwy dark, and the Confederate
found such Jieavj lijihtlng aliead of tlmm
when our fnrees tlie alarm tliat
they bad to diMvganl tlie handful of pris-

oners taken, and si lwfore daylight I found
opiwrtunlty to t.tcal away from tho pres-

ence of the troops. .Somo greenbacks con-

cealed on mo puroliased seclusion for the
time nnd also a good suit of Confederate
dothlng. An old negro In a hut between
tho forts and the city helped me to these,
and I found him a shrewd ndlor Iwside
He told me to io into theliiteriorof Dixie.
Ho mid that nil alxml the army linns or
ders were ".triet .ind a rlw ateh was

r - .

iljl: III

Ml m
1

"nAIIllll IHIfcN LOOK 1 WlllU.U 1IAVI. I'.MII
KIUTIIK HOY'S OKANftK."

kept, but away fiom tho Hues men came
aud went pretty much at pleasure. Ono
circumstance faurcd 1110 and controlled all
my subM-quen- t oxperienecs. Although I
was an old caiujiiilgnex, 1 was a boardk(
Uiy, with fair skin, and actually appeared
like a Mihoollxiy rather than a soldier in
the field. Weather brono and Uittlo grime
bad not taken hold lu inycnxp, and tills old
man ralKed my lioijes many degrees when
he declared contemptuously at our leave
taking, '".NoIhkIv gwine to both(T wiv ilch
Uby tr.tHlillkeyo'."

in tinda,s made the ircult of the
wliolearmy of ljecnnd reached well known
ground on thu Itappabannoek, near g.

I found that Federal cavalry
was floated on the north bank opposite,
and concluded to join it at oneo and trust
for a welcome despite my suit of gray. I
spied out my route in tho morning, and
then went to sleep away the day In an iso-lat-

barn. At dusk that day I was de
termined to craw the stream to thocaTolry
camp, llut during tho day, while I slept,
the srouta of the camp raided the wholft
region along that bank of tho river, and I
wa,s made prisoner to my owp men.

was against mo, and my treat-
ment was rough, for the story I told mi
declared a He. 'We have too much of
that," said the leader. It appeared that
some of the river patrol had boon foully
murdered shortly before by treacherous
citizens or guerrillas, and the comrades of
tho victims were bent on speedy revenge.
They hml secured nine other Btragglera
like myself, somo in civilian and somo in
Confederate army dress. These unfortu-
nates were hidden in a wooded vale be-

yond reach of discovery and rescue, and
here they were pleading for a chance of
life by military trial under the authorities
at Washington. To thdr petitions I now
added mine. But the majority of the guard
advocated summary measures. My situa-
tion was a trying one. Thcrowaa not a
scrap of documentary evidence about me
for identification. When takon by tho ene-
my, I wore an overcoat, in tho pocket of
which always rested my Bible. Tho fly leaf
was missing, and hence bore no record. I
kept it wrapped lp a gum cover to preserve
it, and between its leaves, Incased in
folded strip of blue tissue, was the tars
postage stamp, thq contrivance serving as
a place mark and a memento as well. In
the transformation made at the time of
capture and escape. I had parted with all
pise that belonged to me as a Union sol-
dier, even my United States underdosi-ng, shoes and stockings. The patrol
which now had us in charge was p mf.

latei gtiimiMfu wrif.-- ,
nii,-as- S

all arms whleli luy lck .m ,?
We were to die U.ed.Mtl, , ,,? W
down, and mi thN dy uf dimm 1 I

fe PTf

"Oil, 1UI Khl.UiW HA li
MOUP SFt'tsli

to seo an infantryiban fro

a

th(

I'AIT.

camp ooiiilng to the cavalry lnunwWta
dl?patohoi. His cap bore IheMinBifL?
"143nd-Yo- ls"

1 There wns 11 rift in the cloud at o4ot
iw....,.....j .,,... ul Buam

sirong wimni ami iiumanc ana ready 1 1

favor no with kindly oflloes. Tbcy fa,
411111 Mfuu uu nil. iin.-i.iyi.-- t, lur iricodiju
uimiuuun ii win luuiu iiiuuiun, BDd fh.
UU'lll x irjiiuuit biiub iiiu line ItUnurCQlal

an in the toflveiuiles distant. I asked to lib cond
there, but tho acquaintance which Ieij
cd was mi slight Hint tho conimnnfei
iniirred and declared it was simply j
er trick to gain time. Our kind rnlrtw.
(lien tMik it up and offered to InvctU
1h(iiii4o,aiid mih JuHoph l'ennfiigicm
brought to our prison glen l'cniiiniA.
tbo, shook his head. When ho last ,

tho jMllor iMiitied bvpaln nnd tho bligbtot
wound and fever wore upon mo. Mthl
counting that affair with tho huckittni,
lii.ltimoro shook lillu a little, hut out J
tho guard who was zealousfor ourderfrj
tlon broke tho forco of its influoDceinojt

skitituiiy. Jio wiiu: "Un, mi fellow ajj
ix- - limy a jjaimugn: kii-cm- WHO was bill
ing around that time. Come to think,
liaescou him btieakingnround the deje
ana wnans in jutiiimorc anu AiexD4ru
spying out the mov6n1enUi of our bwpi.''
Settled prejudices are hard to uproot

quit the hcene, nnd wtwereby
to get ready. Home prayed, some cried 1

pacixl tho ground like a caged tiger, Ti
wax 1101, 11 guuiy one in me parry uut
guilty of the crime charged or anytlli
like it, although there were some sigH

riucrs in tno crowu someut MMty'im.
gers. I could soe"lnnocont" wrlttcmipot
oyery. pallid countenance, and enotloni
stirred by xnj own grief nnd ray sympstlj
far my fellows, na I thought of tbit utelca
apd crud exiwullon, mpved inebcyosJcca

iri. 1 mirxv u(mj n loruquo oi TMHD60I

appeals aimed at any who won!J tittea.

Some cars wore open. I pleaded iplnil
the shedding of innocent blood, pictured

the calamity to tie visitod on w nu;
homes, fon-tol- the harrowing ttagtti to

arlsosome day In the mlnd pfoutloiti
friends when they shoidd loaro fcittorf
of our yain and shameful datR wU
last camn to thn point of fasteslnjti
the would be perpetrators a lifelong n
morse.

My eloquonco forwhuruuldDotbeflnl
with login at such a crisis? commandedtt-tontio-

nnd soveral of tho guard vlthdnt
from the sound of it The Icadff stood)

near gloomy and cold. All tblituntnj
1)1 bin In Its cloao wrapper had remained Ijj

my hand, pressed IfSstlnotlvcir t m
heart, andtna i last argument ) Jwm
it to try if I "could not move those dblnri
hearts by reading from God's own word.

As I turned the. oovera-norroui- lr thelha
inclosurn foil puf, a,nd a pregnaat thoofU

"that stamp apd Ponnlngton'nufcal
to my mind. "Hero is proofl" I erW,

"Let mo acq Joseph Pennington glnt"
The hour was up, but a respite wi sUow-c-

a.nd Pennington came reilealytact
ify game was desperate. I showrf Ba
that fragment stap and uol4 tA ?

story without n break. He seanntd vu,

still skeptical, but 1 bad pptlnawrif-Doub- t

had; arisen. Aer a toffa "'tatlon the exception waq dternd uw
daylight, and my own was then w bsnb-Jcc- t

to approval pf a council frog rJSJ
camp. Of cqprwIrasftbiitftaaaBstJI'
doomed men. About roldnlait fS4 ffjj
ihat Lea had surfendewd bis --'.' W
startling tidings instantly disarwdtsj
risslonate PrEju! of 2strife. TheslarnJudgmaotsandlW
dicta of martial courMwaisot fommm
every roan of us went fw, BueS,"'! f
gratitude words fallad to

The litUe fadCj-gFi- M
now mounted oai Uus sflL.

war.
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well
von wMtr

for 1


