A TORN STAMP.

BY CAFTAIK ¥ESNETH GiLWER

[Coppright. 1597, by the Author.]

When the Army of the Potomno started
on the Wildernesse campalgn in the spring
of 1804, thorn was o hosty rally of scatter-
ol commands, and en of all moks and
stations who were on forlonghs, detached
asrvicaand thelike turned from thelr tom
porary ceoupations or pasiimes, as do bor
der setilers in time of Indisn alarm, ond
gushed to the fiold of danger. T roactd the
Wilderness batt)oground after an alr line
it o Washinegton samd o fare 1 ke
maross Vieginia, and that

ottnee of porsonal haggae ottt mon- | boltl not, but soon soriled and  cottinaed
ey, with nothing bBut n soldior’s regulation | hee cry, N W oranues' But the
squipmenta and a woribhl h ey '.-i-l-t! vjrl was anly Lelpwe of the roal owner, |
partfollo. J was o veteran o g, and | sl mdwe e swnrthy, hafd Jooking JTun
after that flght the wmyrigd dosd whow 1y £ oand helid ik hand ont o
domb, cold forma would niver again niter o 1 b i5i the smls e eountod
love mrs=sgoes romindoed e | thie temr morey ond then the amtges in the
ones Joft bohind mwe would anxionaly awalt [ snrichie of thee e, sl e he s there wis
tdinge by oveyy rilwen mall A volun v AifTires e lomandod somnething from
tenir monn Jearnod that pntriol Lire mass b e wlrl In oo Jurgon wit oould not inter
fod by demr hinrou Cles; thiy derdvdn, s, | rol The girl began o woop, and just
well thn soldbir must love well, and #20 hety the familshed Loy uneansclone of oy
mother and sister and oousin and sweot- [erything but his desperate eruving for
heart must shurs the warrior's thought | food, resched for nunother orange. He wo-
and affection, I wrote the uwsoal lomo et | gored opne, but the old Hun grabbod the
ters and hastily jut an studue Iotting . tha basket, gave the girl n roueh slinking, and
other remain so that T might weo overy mo- | thon, sfter placing g goods Dogond msach

the 1oms wonld close
When theeall saundod and the iall sourior
was guthoring his tordm, 1 osdded * just
snother word,”" elosed It and ronvhid for o
stamp, but found nothing Lot a fragment
af a8 oent fssue. “"Has any one n spare
stamp? "’ 1 eallind out, The anwwer from all
aver eamp by mocking bghs and catealls
told ma that T had echosd n query already
ancient.

In my ahsorption T had been oblivinusof
1he stamp famine eaging sround me.  The
aents of the (rlendly comlssbons w hay
sametimes forwnnl avtny lotters swone not
at hand, so 1 serilibhisl peross the wlge of
vhe anvelope, A solither « hattlefiold lortor
to hiz sweethenrt: uo staanp, ' and  tossord
it into the mail s, retuening the torn
stmp toany portfobio guite eareleasly. For
a et the kindly cotmtonunes of the Father
af s Conntry sconed  to smile an me
frow that smanp as | glancad ot it | re-
enlled some of the stork< of the roung
itritish Heatenanr and his amatory ardor
and!] I fancied he was iy friend whisper-
ing te me cach time that 1 thought about
my wandering missive 1 isall right,
my boy; that Wildermess lotler is poing
o Luey " the whisper would say, We want

end of thme Dol

into battle after bhattle, and our marehing
and fighting postponed all lstter writing.
We shouldared cur way to Richmond. and
I was one of the 10,000 who erawled away
from Cold Harbor, malmed and bleeding,
with a stinging hurt to earry for life  We
Wi giGh ap pouto ta Weshingon, and the
river and rallwny conveynnoe were welght -
od with erushed and groaning bumanity.
About three dnys after Uleft the flojd 1
received Trom the senitury poople fwo Hos-
ton crmokers and o yill of milk punch,
When | saw Washington st the end of »
week, | waes burning and thirsting and
longlong madly for somoething to eool the
fever of 1ip and head and coursing veins.
All about the wharfs where our atisiner

put in there wore hucksters of ¢ sort of
repulsive trash—ples, black pukes, fat soak-
«d doughnuts—just the ts to derange

#till more the famished stomach and unfle
it for the coarse hospital fare which was
sow §a follow. When we peached the pew
diot, I8 was rough, raw and tasteless and in
every way unsuited (o the palates of sulfer-
ing geen.  Finally, within two or three

alays e wore put on bused box freight |

sam o bare floors sod heuled, with much
Jolting and apasmodio shakings, to Balti-

=nore.
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their stook with » shat was ex-

we, Without an J the musion) thromt )

erutches, sitbough there was ot a Aloe
in the entire party. . . -

Bome one called out, “Do you take
stampe?”  Of coursr the Answer Was
“Yes' an soon pa the money panic was
known to the hawkera  Some of the live
liest of tho orippled ones thon hustled into
the barrmek, and ono by one they retarned
nnd counted ont their last fisoal symbols
and st down on the grass to enjoy their
frult. Thos who conld not join cortainly
felt no better for looking on.  Among the
Intter wos  famishing Ind whose wits had
been turned Ly his sufforing, sod when he
syw some of the mem callng orangos he
regschiod ot and selzed oue from s basket
aud bognn to dovairr 1L, and that without
| quentlon or lar

2SI OF IIRY
kil stsriled at the

of the =oldicrs, returnod and attacked the
boy.  The lnd war oo wonk to stand, bt
be clung to his prize, and the brotal hawk
ur wrung the elender wrists to make him
lot go.

Thore were some strong. cool men these
who could not endure thils glght, and be-
fore 1 oonld see just how the melee openisd
the soldiers had mided the whole pack of
gy psy peddlers and gathored up evory serap
of vdibles, overturning the laskets and
bonting off the owners, soine of whom
fought like beasts. 1 coul] never soe any
plory in the blsok oyes snd Lraios of &
rommon beawl, no matter what the ooen
eion, nnd was only o =sul speotator here
At the beginning of all this business 1 had
takon a parcel of keepsnkest from my pock
et, and, just to make sure for the twen-
tleth time that 1 hd no current valoues
about ma, mn over the pile carefully. The
torn stamp was in the lot and cought my
attentlon, and, with a flood of memories, it
bore my thought away from the present
wene,  Flest, Luoy's lotter aud what was
ko thinking now of me.  There wore two
hends bending aver It now, for o wounded
ecomrade stood so clime that he conld ook
Into my hand amd was stadying me as in
tently a= | studied the stmnp. What his
thoughts were | never knew, but they wery
equally distracting with mine, for we two

the crowd, and when these broko out upon
peddlers we alone woere cool. We wainly
begeggend them o stop, bt thede slognn was
unanswermble o wanls

“Down with the forelgners!

oo right heee! We don't fight just to keep
up the country for them !’

The men were wmd, nnd the ege nonst
work ttsell ouL  More than one beadly
wounded man il his hurt opened afresh
in the rough and tumbile encounter, and
all of them retind shamefaced Trom (hele
igonuble tviumph.

1 saldd to my strange wate as [ held g
she torn stamp, ' Hod this bern good |
wotlld have paid for the boy's orange nnd
prevented this wonble.”  "l'oars were In
his gpes, snd 1 snw that he was & man of
mnsibillths  He turnal away, and the
figures on Lis cap. which | had not notiosd
before, gleuoed in she sunshioe, and at
oner brapded thenvelyves upon my vision
~"i48nd Vol "

I lefs the scene with ruy eosopanion, and,
the quicker to drop the unpleasant affair
from nind, proposctl that wo two exchange
ane of pur crutahys. Such things are relica,
and mioe bad come from Washington's
ald hame, White House, Va., and wmy ae-

I'hey have {
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Lawy almedd b0 e pekomed in tho Now
Engihnd onsge of Ve e Vere, pnd oo
mantle impifise M wn the PO TR TS
fleld of denth found oo vidnersble pliscs In
her armor of peopriet I was conf ased, o
state I il ot tfespaerate, hint whemn
the flodd of syur s moaeled amin dovation
tuil'.--ﬂ{;'.'vi.- alle comh] s ptidote nnd
the vxeiting v alliwed holyrsd o
trrn thint afies J v sypmedily Trom an

ol hiet s 1L

the vlimins

1oy thiw ey 1) 1 (ITIL

W | own i [ HInD 1t bl
by I soegonething of
I UL I b s ve Lo charins
A X { 'h Lol Pvter<burg
| oll ) | T mids T wons arousnd
Tt 4 e ) ! Hvonne in front
J hinkinge wnd
felt { tivwnrd
Law™s Tins e v Bt e e SOrpidiad
It was vory U eindedda i
found such hon hiing ail of them

when gur for

they hisd o4l ¢ handful of pris

| onoers taket, sl fuvoaylisght T found | o
.-].]..H".s:ulf_'. tao stem] away fram the P
enoo of 1he i satne greenbacks con- | 00 ! _['”I_r ‘\: e v X'bis
genlidd on me purchased seclusion for the | SE RRUES
o e . Ininntry ian

time and also 4 good sull of Confederat
negro in a hot between

2 Jier)ymn e b hyesi

4

oluthing An ol
the forts anrd

nid I found b shrowd] adviser Insiilis
e told mc 1o go into the interiorol Digie
Hao said shar gl atwnt ol iy lines or
ders were <ty vl elose watdh was

“HAD THIS BEERNS s | WOl kb HAYE FAID
FOK THE BOY'S ORANGR"'

had not ¥iilded to the passionate drift of | kept, hut awasy (ram the lines men came

and went pretty muel at plensure.  Ope
oireumstance favorod me and vontrollod sll
my subsequent oxporienoes.  Although 1

Cwas an old campaigner, | was o bosrdloss

hoy, with fair akin, and actuslly appeared
lke s schoolboy rather than a soldier in
the Oeld. Weather hronze and battle grime
had not taken hold oy cnse, and this old
wan mised my hopes ninoy degroes when
he declaral contemptuonaly st our leave
taking, " Nobady gwine to bother wiv sich
by tragh HEe yo', 7

In temdays | ommade the viecult of the
whole army of Lae and reached well known
ground an the Bappabannock, nesr Frod-
erickshurg. 1 found that Federn! cavalry
wne ]‘Km’ un the north hank
and eoncludod to joln it at ones
for a waloome desplte my suls
spled oud my route in the
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camp.  Hut doring the
the soouts of the eamp
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that,”" said the leader.
some of the river pstrol had
murdersd shortly before by

the

altizens or guerrillas, and
the vietims were bent on apeedy revenge
They hnd socured pine other stragglers
ke myself, some in civillan and some in
Confederate army dras.  These unfortu-
nates were hidden in & wooded wvale be-
reach of discovery and resouve,
they wore plending for & chanee of
Iife by milliary trinl under the suthorities
st Washington. To their petitions I now
added mine. But tho majority of the guard
advooated summary measures. My sitna-
tion was & Grylog one There was nota
scrap of dooumentary evidenoe about me
for identifioasion. Wheo taken by the ene-
my, I wore an overcoat, in the
which always rested my Bible. fiy leat
was missing, and hence bore no record. |
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down, wndd on ik day of ‘!_-_‘L‘h"'] ‘..

the 1y
| e eomminge to the cavaley b e

| disptahes, . His cap bore 1)
142nd— Yols. **
v There wasa I8 in thieeloud
| Fortunstely two  of oy ;::,l.:d“
| steong willed and humiane and p ‘:
| fovor us with kindly oMo ey Inds,
| il toak onr last mvssngpes Tor [riends
direntions for our “identification, apg
thom 1 lesrnod that the Ope Hundm o
Forty -seond regiment was all in lhﬂq
five mitles distant, 1 agkad to be nomdys
thers, but the nequistntance which | .
ol wae =0 =hight that the O I
radirred] andl dielared 48 wan shgp)
er telels to gmin time, Our kindrm’;"
| then ok bt up and offered 16 in
tho oast, st soon Josoph Ponn i
| heoght Lo oite peison glen, l‘un‘m*
| too, shook his ol Whon he Inat mw pe
the pallar cnwasd by pain and the Wightg
Fwonnd aud fever Were upon me
counting that alaic With the huckitey
Baltimom shook him a Hetle, by i
the guned who wos avalous for oup
tion broke the foreo of ite infltens e
| akilltolly, Hesald: O, this fﬂh'~
b anly s Baltimore seoesh who Wii hang
ing nround that time.  Come @ M]
| bave seen him snenking sround llnm
| and whaefs in Haltlmore snd Alszandsy
| apying out the movéments of our '
| Hettled prejudices sre hand to uproot Pa
nington quit the scene, and wo wer ol
o get rendy.  SHotue prayed, some erfed |
paced the ground like a caged tger, They
was nok o guilty one tn éhe party—that iy
guilty of the crime charged or snythig
like it, although there were some
riders fo the corowd—asome of Morby'sn
gors. [ could soe ' innodent’’ wrliien ups
oyery pallld countenance, and
stirred by my own grief and my symp
for muy fellows, as 1 thought of this
::: m'ml rmmhl:, moved me
. 1 burst n tarnado af -
appeals nimed at any who
Bome ears were open. 1 pleaded spins
the shedding of innovent blood,
the calamity to be vigited on
homes, foretold the barrowing
arlwo some day in the minda of s
friends when they should lears
of our vain and shamaful p
I.‘h-t ﬂﬂﬂl‘ mh:hn point of |
e would perpetrators a M
more, ‘
My vloguence—for who eould not befied
with loglo at such n orisis?—commended s
tention and several of the 'ﬁ
from the sqund of §t. The lede
near gloomy sl ooid.  All this time my
Bible in its closo wrapper had
mwy hand, prossed I::;mﬁ
heart, and as o last argument
Itto tryif I not move thos
hearts by reading from God's own weed
‘h 1 wm:u thsw:nm the tu
SR e
—‘'that stamp ln: Pannington'
““Here Is proof!" 1 crisl,

o my mind
“Let me moe J Pennington agals!”
t & rosplio wis allow:
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The hour was up,




