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REPLY TO GEO. H. WILLIAMS,

—_—

A Silver Republican Dissects His Opera
House Speech.

EDITOR JourNAL:—Hon. Geo. H.
Williams probably gave us on Septem-
ber 1st, the best gold standard argu-
ment to which we gshall have the
pleasure  of listening during this
campaign, even though his address
tad all that inherent wenkness which
is inseparahle from goldite pleadings.
Some of his arguments were good and
gound, but, curiously enough, they
pappened to be those which favor the
free coinage of silver a8 much as that
of gold. The old gentleman’s first
uhreak” was decidedly amusing, when
you come to think of 1t. He sald that
jn case of breaking banks, failing
erops, or clvil wars, ‘“‘the best pre-
ventive and the most rellable and
ready means of recovery is a sound
and stable currency.” Let any man
try to figure out, how long, under the
present system, our dollars would stay
at pir'in case of any serious disturb-
ance, like n war, civil or forelgn.
Eleven hundred millions of credit
currency resting on a reserve of one
hundred  millions of redemption
money—that is a-*‘sound and stable
enrrency,” Isn’t it? Oh yes, of eourse
“the eredit of the country' is behind
purcurrency, too, but that would also
be behind any other system which we
ol see it to adopt: so that is no
argumeant in this case.

The speaker sald: “Let the Bryan
pulicy of free silver be adopted and
the people of the United States would
have to pay in gold for everythiog
they bought in Europe, exclusive of
barter, and the people of Europe
could pay for everything they bought
in the United States in silver.'" Good
Lordy! We can almost see the Ships
starting out, with gold for ballast,
after a cargo of European merchan-
dise, and meeting on the way other
ghips which are on their way here,
émpty except fora hold half full of
silver, Lo buy a eargo of our wheat.
Doesn't every school-boy know that it
Is only the balauces that are settled
by the shipment of bullion, and that
this ballion Is mostly in bars and goes
at its warket price, whether It 13
silver or gold? If balapces were
aguinst us, as now, we should have to
send bullion in payment; while if
balunces were in our favor, as they
Would be under free coinage, the bul-
lion would come to us, and that's all
there is to that.

He thinks that we should wait pa-
tiently for some falry to bring us In-
ternational bimetallism wrapped up
o a napkin, ** for what appears im-
bracticable now may be practicable
Within & year or two."” How that ap-
peals to a people In our condition,
doesn’'t it¥ He says “ 1 doubt
whether any determined effort has
been made by the United States to
bring about international bimetal-
" Weil may he doubt! and
that lsoneof the strongest arguments
fo the world against again entrusting
this affair to the hand of the party
Which bas been for 20 years declaring
In favor of international bimetallism,
Wwaking not the slightest real effort
tobring itabeat. *“With McKinley as
President and u congress pledged Lo its
Promotion I think the Unl ted States
could very suon make it desirable for
England to agree to an international
flo between gold and silver.” If
that is true, then how much more
Ukelinood of success with Bryan as
bresident and a congressnot' pledged”

earnest about it! And now comeaans
Of the gems of his speech. He tells us
what the Republican platform means
by “international agreement." ‘“The
iden isto incorperate Intoan agree
ment among the nations the existing

i policy of the United States as to gold

and silver at such valuation as they
may agree upon just as the United
States now maintains the parity be
tween gold and silver.,” Oh, ye gods!
We have now, by

lism, with silver, paper, nickle and
copper as strictly subsidiary or credit
or token money, and the Republican
pledge is to promote an International
agreement between the nations which
already have that system; and this
great agreement is Lo bind the nations
to keep right on with that same
identical system. Bimetallists, think
of this, you who koow what “bimet-
allism™ means; think of It! See if vou
can tell where the “free coinage alm(l
equal treatment” comes In,

“Anud now, to cap the climax, it is
proposed to give to these mine owners
81 for every 63 cents worth of silver
they deliver at the mint." How long,
oh Lord, how long must we be dosed
with that particular article of
nauseating rot? Goldbugs and silver-
bugs all agree that, under free coin-
age, a silver dollar and 4124 grains of
standard silver bullion will be worth
exactly the same, and any man with
the brain of alouse, or a better one,
can see that this proves the utter
Idiocy of the above gpldbug argument.
The only disagreement on the above
point is in the different ways of ex-
pressing the same identical idea: for
while the silverites say that the bul-
lion will workbh dollar, the
goldites say that the doliar will be
worth the bullion - only.
ment abdicates and mine owners and
speculators In silver the
throne.” If there were a particle of
truth in that it would be just doubly
true of the present system by substi-
tuting the word “gold™ for the word
CSsllver.”

be the

“Croverns

ascend

“There would be an overwhelming
iflux of silver from foreign countries.
Sllver would flow into this country as
to the sea.'"” Well, in
“all the gods except
A ware-
house 66 fect square und 06 feet high
will hold every ouuce of it that there
ts In the world. If half of all the
woney wetal in the world would be
irresistably attracted to this country
by the simple expedient of opening
our mints, then, for Heaven's sake,
at onee though we

streams fow

the
those of Rome,' let it flow,

name of

lets open Chem
have to do it with a crowbar.

“Our people today are discrediting
as far as they can all Kinds of cur-
reney except gold. Our notes and
mortgages are not made payablein
current money but exclusively in gold
coin of the United State.” That Is
to say, the money lenders are dolug
this, which s perfectly true, but we
are often called anarchists for saying
g0. 18 Mr, Williams an aparchist?
We do not propose to “‘stamp a dol-
lar with the falsehood that it is worth
10 to 1 ingold and send it out with
this brazen lie on its face.” We pro-
pose to take 412§ grains of standard
gilver and stamp it ‘“‘one dollar”
without reference to gold, and if the
dollar of 25.8 grains does not wish to
cireulate at par it can good and glad
to eirculate at par.

He also says that the statement
‘“that there is no provision of law for
redeeming silver and silver certifl-
cates in gold 18 a mere quibble; silver
and silvercertificates are interchange-
able at all the bauks for Lreasury
notes, apd these, upon presentations
to the treasury are redeemed in gold,
and in this way the parity between
gold and silver is maintained.” Great
Scott! what a system of redemption to

keep the metals at a parity! What, ob
what, I implore you tell us what would
happen to the parity and this planet
if EE man who owns the greenback
should have an attack of dys psia
and, instead of swapping to his own
manifest disadvantage,should tell the
other fellow to go chase himself
v

around the block

Sgniost s will, but in dead, serious

e ¥

So that Is what the Republican party l

%edges itself to! |
treasury usage, pure gold monometal-
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Of the Chicago, ®Milwaukee Jand §St. Paul
Railway and note its connection with all
transcontinental lines at St, Paul and Omaha,
and remember when going east that its traing
are lighted with electricity and heated by
steam, Its equipment is superb, Elegant
Buffet, library, smoking and sleeping cars,
with free reclining chairs, Each secp‘l::s
car betth has an electric reading lamp,
its dining cars are the best in the world,
Other lines are longer than this, but none
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urious accommodations, These are sufficient
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road office will give yon farther information,
or address
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