BABY THE FIRST
The pood may slug
Like u bird on the wing,
And the proser sconstom his gufl
To n talenited strain,
But 1 mosn (o muaiintatn
That thore's one thing which passos their skt .
Tt Dot pover Boon sang
By torreostrinl tongue,
It has never by pen boon rehoansed
Hov foefinlily prizsod
And how much idnlised

1n the homestand 8 baby the fret!

Nui fur Ossas of gold
U pts Dedlons rallod,

Nut for peards to tho firmament pliod,
Nut tor rabiles gulore,
Or the grest Eohinoor

Wonld tho mother relingquish that ohild,
Bho wonld bhrave the high fire
Of s Didoesuie pyre,

phe wonld patienlly hunger and thirst
It hor mierifice Lrave
Cowld Ly auy menus save

From one pang hor sweet buby the firgt]

O, that denr little thing

Ts the gneen or the King

OF the howsehold in which it had birth,
For tiwe motunr's steong love
Slaply rankas 1t abuve

Every creatutro or objoct on enrth.
Yoz, shie Potilly contrives
To belleve thut its hives"
LIs of earthly disesies the worst,
Arl (18 tindost wehe
Wi Indace her (o wiilie
AN the wight beside baly e fieat)

Fubdos wecond il third
H..vo no reason to “yird”
Al the mutherly treatment they ges,
Boabios four, five and six,
Tlicy nre much indulgoed ehiclks,
Each in tarn is enllod **Ma's lckle pet,"
Hut the babes who sucossd
Nuamber one wounld indeed
Plek o crow with mamma, if they durst,
Could they guess how muoch loss la
The love she possesses
For them than for baby the first!
=Judy,

A MOUNTAIN GIRL.

“Whoal"
The command was unnecessary, for
both horse and driver were willing to
atop nnd rest nnder the shade of the
ouks andl poplars that hot July noon.
From enrl¥ morn, when the dew was on
the grogs, until now, when the sun was
overhead, My, George Ulada bad driven
his fuithinl horse over the wiid, rough
gnonntain rouds of the Blue Ridge, and
the placo was too inviting for him to
pase by.
Mr, Slade was a schooltenoher, and
his aondemy, as it was called, stood un-
der the shadow of Mmmr Lopntéls,
one of the tallest peaks of the Blue
Ridge. Ho was, ut the timo of which
we gpeals, veturning to his home fram
the nouvost rvailrowl town, 30 il
away, yoars ngo, warned by ap-
proaching dicease, he had left his native
home in Moassunchusetts for s warmer
clime. Attracted by the wild mountaiu
soeuery and the balmy air, which seem
_«d to bauish his pulmonury troubles, he
Siad made his howe nmong these havdy
and hospitable monntaineers.  Heo hal
again entered npon bis old oceupation,
which he bad followed in bis early mun
hood 1o Lis Now England home, and way
sow ab the head of s floorishing school
in this soclupod conntry, His habits
wero simplo, and his slendsr income was
suflicient ro sutisfy his wants. He was
alone in the world, and he bad long ago
decided to make his permanent home
here among the mountaing. It was not
long before be became attached to theso
burdy mountainecrs, and be readily ac-
commodated bimself to the primitive
style of living. Although s man of
morthern birth nnd one who had worn
the blue, he gave full credit to those
who had worn the gray for honesty of
purpose. In return he stood bigh in the
estocm of all who knew bhim. His work
in the schoolroom was mwaking its im-
preds on the community, and the ohil-
dren were devotadly nttached to the pa.
tient, white haired old man, 1t was but
soldom that he went ont in the busy
world which Iny beyond the mountaing
vnoireling the lovely valley where he
hind wade bis home, Op this coossion
I wos returning to his home by a route
which was new to him, and the plotur:
eiqno beanty of this Bwitzerland of the
south had pever before made such deep
improgston wpon him.

A lovelier spot to apend the noonday
hour conld uot have been found, Hard
by was a bold spring, guihing out from
the foot of the woustaln st the Liead of
u valloy which sloped goutly northward
toward the Teunessoa  The little stronm
formod by the spring woent dashing down
tho hillside, winding ite way among the
bowlders, now flowing swmoothly along
over its polibly bed, then turning with
swift curront argund scme stovp deolly-
Ity, svob to renppeur ue 16 fell fosming
aud sparkling in the suushive over &
rocky ladge sud again strotohing out
Hike & band of silvered rpibbou antil iv
wis lost In the distancs, sround, on al-
wost every sida, the everlsting woun:
talpe, reschilng up to the cloudies uk‘v'
clothud wt thds sonson of the yeur Ju
govuniong verdnre, with thelr wouded
vensts wnd the deop blue ether baok-
wronnds appesring ke the geutly roll:
tug waves of the pen.  Nestlod sisong
tha jutting oliffs st the mouutsln base
stood a hamble log oabin, snd soross
tho road b the Botde feld ou the billelde
Wt growiog eora sould be soen s o8
hirnesied 10 B rluﬂ and wallug ur
e ioe, aud HNI‘ g .Ilu', brl l."ll.
o with all hor stesugth o the hapdle,
Wi 8 half grown Thoe attention af
si. hlatv, whao rul uiphinruussod bis
bk il Wik e king W Joad tho pel

o baa Ul Forid of the Ldt)e baock Lelow
ApViiE, s aitreoted.  Fie saw hag,
B i m renihid the snd of e row,
aiil whieling Live syse W b e hawii il
biasy M BE il
Ae il sutlefion thad She poonblde had
e \‘Hllv‘.]' llrm .b‘ M ‘U w‘
P o Trwa Ms bapplige. The on peod
Ve wearih of s, bsd duned and
ek Lile way supiilly down e
b Whiw barok do useh bie dhind
Bl Poblas oA and renchod bhie slrenin o4
St an b e bl wiuok hile hond by the
Falbiog woler Wi slocd Tor ssvianl
Brstuntids Wit be baaw foel i blie slows,
P wader b, dvwing bk e
h """lmn btiacd o 0l 00 pesknd o h‘
kil e, alin miiey Io‘u" bt v wshiei
ey s, wud thou O ptog up the we

Do

:dar tangied hair, Her 1oilet was finish-

What a pioture!

Standing in the ranning brook, ouder
the blowsaming bravches of a bonding
mountain ivy, with its whits abd erim.
gon Aowera touohing her hair, now ro-
loased from ita homespun oovering
where the sunlight and shadow mat and
mitizgled, her chooks aglow from the
morning's toil, and her eyes, blue ns the
ether above, turuod toward the huam-
ble home on the hillside, she was in.
fleed a ohild of “ature—a true type of
the mountain girI

"Good morving, mism,'" sald Mr
Biade, who bad approached unperosived
by the girl, who had bean busy with
her ablutions,

The gitl, startled by the sound of a
humun voios, spraug from the brook and
prepared for flight in the direction of
the oabin, but seeing the kindly face of
the old gentleman she nloppod and a0
knowledgud bis salutation with a nod.

“Do you live bore?' nsked Mr. Slade,

“Yes, "' she roeplied, pointing toward
the cabin,
"Now,' said Mr. Slade as his horse

came up from thoe brook after satisfying
his thirst, “'cam T not get m oool drink
from the spring?’

“Oh, yea! I've got a gourd there, "
replied the girl ns she led the way to
the spring.

Taking a large gourd whioh hungon
a broken bough of a poplar tree over-
shadowing the spring, she dipped it
brimming full of the foe cold water to
the thirsty traveler.

‘‘Ah, that's a drink fit for a king,"
said the gentleman after he had almost
drained the contents of the gourd.
“That's what pap says,'' said tho
maid. ‘‘Thero hain’t no colder water du
the Blue Ridge," she continued, filling
the gourd again sad putting it to he
lips.

“Who is pap?’ asked Mr. Slade.
‘“Pap! Why he is my father "

“I know that, tat I intended to ask
his namo. "’

*‘John Hale. Howsumever, people as
knows him ocallahim Cap'n Hale, 'oause,
you sea, ho was in the big war."'
““What's your name, mny ohild?"’
lﬂldn. "

*Where's your mother, Ida?""
“Mother's gone to heaven more 'an
two yoar ago; leastways she said she
wns goin there, and I believe it, See, '’
sho said softly, pointing to & monnd on
the hillside near the cottage.

“And have you no brothers?'’

“Nary one, only two little sisters,
Luoy and Ballie "

“Where is your father?
not plowing fonstead of yoa?'’
‘*HSea here, mister, pap ain't able to
plow nor do nothin else. He oan't walk
nor ket wp. He's got what they ealls
par'lysis. I told you as how pap was in
the war. Wall, over yonder at Chicka.
manga, whore thereo was a big tight, the
Yraukees shot pap two times, and they
almost killod him. 1hate Yankees, don't
you?''

Mr. Slade was silent, She eontinued
her story: ‘‘After awhile pap mended
aud got so he conld walk around sonmp
with a cruteh and work a little bit. Ma
hus told me s how afore the war she
and pap bad a-plenty to live on, but
when he come homes from Chiockamauga
it was all gone. Pap is a mighty good
wan, and he done the best he counld, and
after awhile when we children was big
enough we helped him, and mas, she al.
ways helped him, One day just hefore
mn was tuck down siock pap was comin
down the mountain, and be foll and huort
Lijsself in the Lips whare the Yankoss
shot him. Foor pap, he managed to
kinder orawl home, and we sll pus him
to bed, and bo is o bed yet and oan'y
turn hisself without help, Poor pap!"
and the blue eyes grew moist, and therd
wii i choking in her thront.

After o shiort panso sbhe continved her
story: “"Ma tended him the best ‘she
oould, and she sold one of the steers—
the mats o Old Hpot, out there—sud
she tuck the money, and she went and
bired a doctor who lHyes way over yous
der aoross the mountain oo the other
side of the Hinwasses river to come and
seo pap.  Weo all prayed while ms was
gone that pap might VYve and git well,
and the good Lord, he beard uws ohil-
dran, and pup did live, snd he was n
slght botter when mn and the dootor
ocoma The dootor, be looked at pap, and
he "swmioed him oloss, and he held
down his bead and stadivd and studied.
Fionlly be looked vp sud said as how
pup might lve » long tHme, but ba
woulidl nover got op and be sround sy
wore, Ho sald be would do all be
oould, but be por uary other dootor
was able 0 cure pap--poor pap!
Bus thet dootor wouldn't teoh wa's
money==not & oent of b  He's an-
other e ae Is guln to hesven whon
ho's dond und barled. Then wa, she
Wied tokeop wp, but she got wenker aid
weakor, and oue day when the spow
wis on Lhe ground, pigh ou te ywo year
Ay, shoe oo down o the spring, but
ahe was ni wouk she oouldn's ght back
up the hill. We obildren hosrd hor
anll, and we ocwe srunnin, sud we
foand hor a elttln over there on thet rock
we W hilio we Ahe snow aroosd. We el
drons gt ber buok (0 te house The
gamie duolor, he omue, ad he give s
phiydle, but—bul s Bever got up any
e, sid when the suow wis all gooe,
wal bhee il logves was all oul, sad
the monnteln vy was shloom, she sald
e Wi puin 10 beaveu, snd she's
thore uow. "'
Bl wos lleut

tawis daled

Why is he

Mo sliiple sy hind

There wae m;mihlu1 b Mr. Blada's
dirunt whioh prevenied bim frae 1-0
Y AL

Wy, bmd nu-lut“lh- phel st e

b b, Wk miakes 8 Hving for you
s’
My mud Old Bped, ' wss the guiak
reply

gy pour fullivy Ao sething?

W, yew, pap s 8 bheap  He's
wighiy wlinbile with his hands, i ko
ond ') burm over withoud help  We ohil
Lo gatbian strmss and oo var for
Wi, misd b saaken bats aad Hible s
Wi te mid bpuiine, “mm T

A pleod of Baoss. Thew the old cowe
W nall her Beauty—she gives us milk,
and me and O1d Spot makes tho bread,
Oh, wais all doin tol'ble woll. Then
pap belps ns with our books, and I can
rend print and plain writin, and Luey
and Hallin, they kuaws their lettors and
onn spoli- littio bits of worde But when
I know enongh—and pap says God will
provide n wsy for me to kvow all I want
to know—I'l1 learn ‘ow il about the
monntains, and the stars, aud thoe big
world thut is over youder across the
mountaing. Buot I muost go and turn pap
and help the cbildreu with the dinner, "

Apd she bounded up the hill like a
deer.

""Tell your father I will come ina
fow moments to see him,' he oalled
out to her.

Bhe turned ns she ontered tho eabin
door and nodded her head.

Half an hour afterward Mr Slade
wan seated in the bumble home of the
monutain girlk Her story was too trae.
There, stretched on & lowly bed, Iny the
poor parnlytio, dead from his arins
down, with his snow white hair—
whitened not o much by the frosts of
time ns by the agony of soffering—
brushed smoothly back from his brow.
It was the abode of poverty. There was:
but one room and but soanty furnitdre
of the most primitive kind. There were
two doors, both standing wide open, and
the bed of the invalid was wheeled /in
the middle of the room, in order that he
might catch the gentle breeze which
came so refreshingly down the moun-
tain side. Over the fireplace on a tough
shelf were a fow well worn books and &
broken jar, fllled with the white and
erimson blossoms of the mountain ivy
and white and blue violets, gathered
that morning on the banks of the mean«
dering oreek.

Aud that old man was bright and
chorrinl!

All yueans that were in his reaonh had
been used to restore him to vitality, but
bope bhud fed, and he knew that be
would never ngain rise up and walle
Life, even to Lim, had not lost all its
joy and besuty. Upon Ida he rested for
almost all aid, for the younger sisters
were too small to render much assist-
ance. Into her mind and soul he in-
stilled o love for the beautiful, discern-
ible in so many varied forms in the
wild mountain scenery arounud their pie-
turesque though humble homwe. Like
the sunflower which grows so luxuori-
autly in this southern clime, bis boed
wans always wheeled around so thint he
oould see the morning sunlight as it
strenmed in through the deor fuciug the
east, and again, when the snn went
down behind the mountain in the west,
he loved for the last rays to fall in all
their golden glory upon his head. Often
when the moon was flooding moun-
tain and streanm and valley with mel-
low Hght he would ask lda to wheel
bis bed near thoe open door, and then,
with hor band in hig, they would look
down the beautiful valley and see th
winding streamlet, with its banks lined
with flowering ivy and laurel, looking
like ghostly sentinels keeping  sileut
witch over their moontain home. And
they thanked God for it all.

Captain Hall hatl done what he could
with bis imperfect edusation to give Il
some knowledge of books, ns thewal]
thnmbed volumes on the shelf testifled,
While her lunguage was rude and im-
perfect and ber information very lim-
ited, yet nspirations had been kindled
in the heart of this ohild of the forest
which sbe borself sonrcely knew, Her
life of toil, o hard for one of her sex
and tender years, wasa sweetoned by
those longiugs which had begun to
spring in ber soul. She dréw fospiration
from all the objoets arooud her—the
grand old woyntaink, the thickly woods
ud faresta, the coolng dove aud the frisk:
log squirrel, the bubbling sprivg and
the runpiong brook.

Mr. Blade had fostened hin horso to
theé vehicle und was roady to depart ae
Ida come down to the ford of the brook;
snd whistling for the ox was proparing
toretary to her plowing on the hillside,
“Ida,"" borald, *“‘bhow would you lke
to go to school and learn''—

“"Gio to school 1" shw juterrapied, Hor
blue oyes kindled ws she coutivued,
“Ask we if I like to drink out of this
apring when I o athisst, or o ead
brend wod bouey when 1 uin s-hungry
Go w shool! But''=—

“Bat whatt"'

“What's the wse of talkin, mister?
Ars you u sdhoolkeeper?'’

“You 1 o tenching sohool sovoss the
wonutalu, down In the Hiswashes val-/
lay. I you would like W go''—
YTaln'e po use to bulk sbou 11—
sidl bor voloo bad & riug of ssduess ln
ite=""1 oan's louve pap sud Old Bpot. "'
Mr. Blade Lo goodby o the monn:

!

ldnuitlcn Guod Mra Bakur v Inmem-
od to fit her up with a wardrobe whick
would answer for present emorgencics,

Ten days after his flvet visit My, Slade
was again drinking from the gonrd
which hnnn an tho broken twing ]1;,' Live
side of tho monntain spring.

As Ida covnio noross tho broale. follow-
ing Oid Spos fuoin the eorufield, khio met
him.

“Howdy, Mr, 8] vl "' who jovfally ox-

elnimod, “W'h it yon come for?’
‘““For you.'
“For me! What for, Mr. Blade?!
"To owrry yoa bavk with me to
school, "'

“Bat Ieon't go 1 can't leave pap
and Old Spot nud the children,
Her lips qoivered, and the tears came

“"Yea, you enis, " snid Mr, Slads, *for |
& man bas como with mwo for the pur
pose of renting the furm,  Ho will stay

and take vare of Old Spot and yoar fa
ther and tho ohildren. "'

Hor whole fuco shone with joy.

“A kind Triend, " AT J yaod,
provided o pair of shoes, o dross or twa
and some other lhlill.‘w for you in that
trunk in the wagon.

“Thank G ni' -

“Will yon go?*'

""Yes, if pap is willin."

“*Heo 8 not ouly willing, but anzions
I muost tell youa, howover, befare you
make up your mind that I wm &
Yankees. "

“T'he Lord has forgiven you for that, "

“But I was o soldier at Chickamau-
ga"

“The Lord will forgive you for that,
too, if he will forgive me for hatin of
you Yankees what ehot and cripoled
pap. I've done nsked bim to forgive us
dL "

““Then you'll soon Lo ready?”

“"Yes. And Mr. Slade—I can'ttell it
«~=but I want to say thanky. I am on! ly
o poor mountain girl, bat if the good
Lord lets mu live 1 will thank you, m!
I'll work my flugefs to the Lone to pay
you back every cent you spend for me, '’

In an hour she had kissod her futhor,
her sisters—and the truth must bo told
~0ld Spot, goodby, and was gone.

. - L ] L 3 L]

Four years had passod by—four years
of hard study and sonscovated devotion
to duiy ou thu part of Lia Hale. Nine
mouths of cach year had boen spent at
the sohool presided over by Professor
SBlnde and the wvications buack at the
humble cottage by the spring, helping
with her own hanuds to till the little
farm and gather the harvest, Pap and
Old Bpot and the girls were always ob-
jects of her love and her care. Thewa-
tor of the sprivg was just as cold, the
music of the running brook just as
sweet, the white and erimson blossoms
of tho mouutain ivy just as lovely and
the towering peaks of the mountaing just
a8 grand ns the day we first saw
her plowing on the mountain side
and buthing her rosy faco in the cooling
waters of the oreck, where the snnlight
played hide aud seek nmoung the blos-
BOLIE,

But today she is to reccive her di-
ploma. Clad in her gimple whito dress,
she stands upou the stage, and in a voloo
rich in melody yob softened by pathos,
she tells of ber struggles and bep uspira
tions, and all eyos grow moist and all
hearts beat in sympathy with the bare-
fout mountuin girl who was already n
queen among women.—8. D, Bradwell
in Atlants Constitation,
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An Interesting Tosuranes Question,

Willinm Bailey, who had boon buying
horses and shipping them south, and
who acvidentally nlmt- Mmsell through
the right foot two woeks ngo, has died
of his injurics. Balley camo hore*rom
Fort Boott. Bhortly after the firset of
tho year he took ont two accident in
suranos policies, one in the Fidelity and
Casualty company for §5,000 and the
other in the Standurd compnny for s Jke
amount, The lntter company olajms ox-
smption under a clspse which relonses
is If the Insnred I8 injured while in the
sot of violating a state law. Looal pep-
resentuatives of the company olalm thut
a8 Batloy was shot by the aceldental dis-
ohurge of u rovolver In his pooket he
was oarrying a coucealed wespon, and
lhuu violating the state law. —Atoh-

) Dispatoh,
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Saved His Life

~hby & fortunate dis.

covery in the nigk of

time, Hupdreds of

rr reons sulfering
I

fada girl, buk bis wind was msde up.
Proyidopos wus opening the way.

Tho ek oppurtuuity after biv return
home he padd & vislé W Dr. Bukor, the
klud beartod physiolan who had Lo |
friended the Hales o thalr sluknoss M
distrusa  OF his sounty wosaie—sant
for w fally of 18=he had giveu litwral:

Iy to the siricken family. His nf-
wlonial servioes and the peeded
wime bivir charged for, aud mul- ho

rightoous pretense of selling the Laskots
aidl inate sade by tho fesbilo Bugors of
the wld paralydle wmauy s dlwe and
yunrter funid thilr way over tho moun
Aain 1o the Httle sabidn by she spring
UNever have | soon » mortal Lelng |
Lear bids sullerings e patiantly than
Captaisn Halu ‘nmlwaye ae ohoorful I
o n arboket, me et I thaore ')

thie bones, "' wnid De. Baker In oaplaln

u:’l:w pliustion of the fuully to Mr |
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Castoria.

" Castorla 1s an excellent med medicine for chil.
dren, Mothers have repeatedly told me of ita
good effeet upon thelir children,*

Dr. G. C. Osco0Dn,
Lowell, Mass,

“ Castorin is the best remedy for children of
which I am acquainted. I hope the day is not
far distant when mothers will consider the
real interest of their children, and use Castoria
instead of the varlous quack nostrums which
are destroying their loved omes, by forcing
oplum, morphine, soothing syrup and other
Burtful agents down thelr throats, thereby
sending them to preguature graves.'

D ). P. Kmincurrox,
Couway, Ark.

The Centaur Company, TT M

Fast and South
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Southern Pacific Comoany,

CALIFOMNIA EXVEESH TRAIN—RUN DAILY B
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What is

CASTORIA

Castoria is Dr. S8amuel Pltcher’s prescription for Infants
and Children. It contains neither Opium, Morphine nor
other Narcotic gsubstance., It is & harmless substitute
for Paregoric, Drops, Soothing Syrups, and Castor Oil.
It is Pleasant. Its guarantee is thirty years’ use by
Millions of Mothers. Castorin destroys Worms and allays
feverishness. Castoria prevents vomiting Sour Curd,
cures Diarrheen and Wind Colie. Castoria relieves
teething troubles, cures constipation and flatulency.
Castoria assimilates the food, regulates the stomsach
and bowels, giving healthy and natural sleep. Cas-
toria is the Children’s Panacea—the Mother’s Friend.

. road ugent, oraddress '

Castoria.
‘' Castoria la no well adapled tochitdren that
T recommend il as superior to any prescription

known o me."
H, A, Arcuxr, M. D,,
111 8o, Oxlord 8t., Brooklyn, N, ¥,

“Our physiclans iu the children's depart-
ment have spoken highly of their experi-
ence in their outside practice with Castorla,
and although we only have among our
medical supplies what i known as regular
products, yet we are free to confess that the
merita of Castorin has won us o look with
favor upon it."
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ArLex C. Saru, Fres.
urray Street, New York Ciy.
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